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            “PERMIT IT TO BE SO NOW, FOR THUS IT IS FITTING FOR US TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS.” (MATTHEW 3:15)
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      Dear readers, do you believe in Jesus and yet still feel that sin remains in your heart? If you have no assurance of the remission of sins even though you repent and strive every day, you must examine again before the word of God what your faith is founded on.

      

      Jesus fulfilled all righteousness by receiving baptism from John the Baptist, and brought the problem of sin and judgment to an end with the Cross and the resurrection. This salvation is received not by our own efforts or merits, but by believing in the work the Lord has already completed.

      

      We hope that through this book you will clearly realize the gospel of the water and the Spirit and be saved from all the sins of your heart. Do not be bound any longer by the weight of sin and by condemnation, but live in the joy and freedom that the children of God enjoy.
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            DEAR READERS OF THIS BOOK

          

        

      

    

    
      First of all, we are delighted that this book has reached you well, and we give great thanks to God.

      Our ‘The New Life Mission,’ established in 1991, is carrying out a literature mission ministry that translates and distributes Pastor Paul C. Jong’s spiritual sermon collections into multiple languages worldwide.

      Pastor Paul C. Jong has been easily and clearly conveying Jesus’ salvation work according to the Word of the Bible to this day, so that many people can receive true remission of sins and return to God through just this one book. And together with his fellow workers, he continues to make tireless efforts even now to spread the gospel of water and the Spirit throughout the world.

      [Ministry Introduction]

      • Pastor Paul C. Jong’s thematic books: Over 100 volumes written (continuously being published)

      • Translation languages: Approximately 110+ languages

      • Single-language books: Approximately 1,700+

      • Bilingual books: Approximately 370+

      • Daily website visitors: Average over 20,000 (supporting 27 languages)

      • Daily e-book downloads: Over 3,000 copies

      • Daily audiobook downloads: Over 5,000 copies

      [Ministry Channels]

      • Download Services

      Free: E-books and audiobook files provided on ‘The New Life Mission’ homepage / Official Wix blog

      Paid: Amazon, Apple Books, Google Books, Kobo, Spotify, Apple Music, etc. (printed books, e-books, audiobooks)

      • Other Content: YouTube & Blog (Sermons, Bible studies, testimonies, etc.) / SNS (Facebook, Instagram, etc.)

      • Offline: Worldwide network of partner churches and co-workers

      We ask that you recommend this book and ‘The New Life Mission’s website to many people around you so that lost souls can return to God. (For those who have purchased printed books from Amazon or purchased ePub e-books, audiobooks, etc. through paid sites, leaving warm reviews on the respective purchase platforms would greatly help our mission.)

      • Recommend Pastor Paul C. Jong’s books and website (www.bjnewlife.org) to acquaintances around you

      • Participate in the ministry by writing book reviews on purchase platforms

      Please join us in this beautiful literature ministry so that the gospel of truth may reach lost souls in these last days. We pray that God’s blessings will be with you.
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        The Gospel of Matthew, as the first book that opens the New Testament, records how the salvation that God promised in the era of the Old Testament was fulfilled through Jesus Christ.

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      The Gospel of Matthew, as the first book that opens the New Testament, records how the salvation that God promised in the era of the Old Testament was fulfilled through Jesus Christ. Matthew testifies that Jesus is the Christ of promise, who came as a descendant of Abraham and David, and the Son of God, who would save His people from their sins. This book is the first Bible study textbook that expounds the word of Matthew chapters 1 through 4 from the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      Even if a person reads the Bible for a long time and attends church diligently, if he does not know by what method Jesus Christ bore all the sin of the world and removed those sins, he cannot receive the true remission of sin in his heart. If one knows only the blood of the Cross and does not know when, where, and through whom Jesus bore the sins of mankind, one cannot fully realize the righteousness of God concerning salvation. Matthew chapters 1 through 4 clearly record the process in which God’s plan to save sinners was prepared and begun, and the process in which the gospel of that salvation began to be proclaimed to the world.

      • THE WORD OF SALVATION CONVEYED IN MATTHEW CHAPTERS 1–4

      

      Matthew chapter 1 records the genealogy and the birth of Jesus Christ. In the genealogy appear not only people who served God by faith but also people who had faults and weaknesses. The coming of Jesus Christ was accomplished not by man’s righteousness or a perfect lineage, but by the promise and the grace that God had given to Abraham and David. Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, and He came to this earth as the Savior, who saves His people from their sins, and as Immanuel, God who is with us.

      Chapter 2 records the event in which the wise men from the East came to Jesus, who was born as the King of the Jews, and worshiped Him and presented gifts to Him. However, on hearing the news that the true King had come, Herod, far from rejoicing, tried to kill the baby Jesus in order to protect his own kingship. Behind this was the scheme of Satan the Devil, who sought to hinder the work of salvation that was to be accomplished in the days to come. This is because, if Jesus could not grow up, then neither the work of bearing the sin of mankind with the baptism received from John, nor the work of receiving the judgment of sin on the Cross, nor the work of completing salvation by rising from death could be accomplished. But God instructed Joseph in a dream and had the baby Jesus flee to Egypt. No power of this world and no hindrance of Satan could bring down the will of salvation that God had determined.

      

      Chapter 3 records most clearly the core of the salvation that this book testifies to. God sent John the Baptist ahead of Jesus to proclaim repentance to the people and to prepare the way of the Lord. John the Baptist was the last prophet of the Old Testament, and he was the servant who, as the representative of mankind, was entrusted with the office of baptizing Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus received all the sin committed by all people, from Adam to the last day of the world, passed on to His own body once and for all. This is all the righteousness that God fulfilled in order to save sinners.

      When Jesus came up from the water, the Holy Spirit descended on Him like a dove, and God the Father testified from heaven that Jesus was His beloved Son, in whom He was well pleased. The descent of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father publicly testified that the passing on of sin that took place at the Jordan River was not a religious ceremony made by man, but the righteous work of salvation that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit accomplished together.

      Chapter 4 records the event in which Jesus received the three temptations of the Devil in the wilderness and overcame them all with the written word of God. Satan the Devil tried to make Jesus deviate from the way of obedience toward the Cross by using the needs of the flesh, religious display, and the glory of the world. But Jesus did not compromise in the least and obeyed the will of God the Father to the very end.

      The same kinds of temptations come upon us who are saved as well. Jesus faced these temptations Himself and taught us how we must deal with them and overcome them at such times. Man cannot overcome the Devil’s enticement with his own wisdom or strong will. Just as Jesus drove back the Devil by believing and holding on to the written word, we too must discern and stand against temptations with the faith that believes in the word of God.

      

      Having overcome the temptations in the wilderness, Jesus proclaimed in Galilee, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” He also called Peter and Andrew, James and John, saying, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing all kinds of sickness and disease among the people. Jesus is the true Prophet and High Priest, and the King of heaven, who rules over the powers of sin, sickness, demons, and death.

      • THROUGH THE EYES OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      The truth that this book testifies from beginning to end is one. It is the fact that the incarnation of Jesus, the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood and death on the Cross, and the resurrection are not events separated from one another, but God’s work of salvation, connected as one, to save sinners.

      The Son of God, who has no sin, came to this world clothed in the same flesh as ours. And through the baptism administered by John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, He received all the sin of the world passed on to His own body. After that, Jesus carried the sins He had already borne and was crucified on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying, and thereby received all the curse and punishment of sin. The Cross is not the place where the sins of mankind were first passed on to Jesus, but the place where He was judged for the sins He had borne at the Jordan River. And by rising from death, Jesus completely overcame the powers of sin, death, and Satan and became our eternal Savior.

      

      Therefore, the remission of sin is not obtained by man’s good deeds, the works of the Law, tears and asceticism, or the prayers of repentance repeated every day. When one believes with the heart the fact that God has already resolved our sins completely within the gospel of the water and the Spirit, one receives the remission of sin. Whoever believes in this gospel receives the remission of all sins and becomes a righteous person, not a sinner, and is born again as a child of God by receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift. He also escapes from the fear of condemnation and judgment and comes to serve God and the gospel with thanksgiving.

      • THE STRUCTURE OF THIS BOOK AND HOW TO READ IT

      This book begins with a general introduction that gives an overview of the purpose and the characteristics of the Gospel of Matthew as a whole. It then examines in order the flow of each chapter and the meaning of the text from Matthew chapter 1 through chapter 4, and expounds in detail the gospel of the water and the Spirit revealed in them. It also contains questions and answers so that readers can check and organize for themselves the word they have learned, along with sermons that help them apply that word to their actual life of faith.

      Dear readers, I hope that you will first read the Bible text slowly, and then look into the meaning of the word and the flow of salvation through the explanation of each chapter. Then, as you read the sermons, meditate on how God wants to apply that word to your own heart and life today. Finally, when you confirm once again the truths you have learned through the questions and answers, the salvation accomplished by Jesus Christ will settle all the more clearly in your hearts.

      

      I sincerely hope that everyone who reads this book will not stop at gaining knowledge about Jesus, but will believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit with the heart and receive the complete remission of sin. I also hope that you will receive the Holy Spirit and become children of God; that before the temptations of the Devil you will hold firmly to the written word; and that you will live as disciples of Jesus Christ who preach this gospel of the truth to the souls still in the darkness of sin and death.

      I earnestly pray that through this book you will clearly realize and believe in the righteousness of God fulfilled by Jesus Christ, and enjoy true peace of heart and everlasting life. I give all the glory to the triune God, who has saved us through the gospel of the water and the Spirit.
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            GENERAL INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      • CHAPTER 1. BY WHOM WAS THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW WRITTEN?

      1. The traditional view—the Apostle Matthew (Levi)

      The consistent tradition handed down from the early church regards the author of the Gospel of Matthew as the Apostle Matthew, one of the twelve disciples. Church tradition has regarded Matthew the tax collector in Matthew 9:9 and Levi in Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27 as the same person. However, since the Gospel texts do not directly state that Levi is Matthew, it is more accurate to introduce this as the traditional view that they are the same person, rather than to assert that Matthew’s original name was Levi. When Jesus called him as he was sitting at the tax office, he left everything and followed Him (Matthew 9:9), and he afterward became one of the twelve apostles (Matthew 10:3).

      His occupational background as a tax collector also fits well with the characteristics of the Gospel of Matthew. The work of the tax office most likely required calculation, record keeping, and the ability to communicate with various people. However, we cannot know exactly which languages Matthew spoke or to what level, and this occupational background is a circumstantial explanation that harmonizes with the characteristics of the Gospel of Matthew, not evidence that settles its authorship. The fact that expressions concerning money, accounting, and numbers (talents, denarii, taxes, and so on) appear more often in the Gospel of Matthew than in the other Gospels accords with this background.

      

      2. The testimony of the early church fathers

      Papias (around A.D. 130, the bishop of Hierapolis) recorded, “Matthew collected the words of the Lord in the Hebrew dialect, and each person translated them as he was able” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History III.39.16). This testimony is one of the oldest external sources connecting Matthew with the tradition of Jesus. However, it cannot be determined whether the “words” Papias spoke of refer to the whole of today’s Greek Gospel of Matthew or to a separate collection of the sayings of Jesus.

      Afterward, several church fathers, such as Irenaeus, Origen, Eusebius, and Jerome, passed on the tradition connecting the Gospel of Matthew with the Apostle Matthew. However, since the details they hand down concerning the language and date of its writing and his later ministry are not all identical, it should not be said that the patristic tradition agrees on every point. Also, the titles of the extant ancient manuscripts generally show the tradition of “ΚΑΤΑ ΜΑΘΘΑΙΟΝ (According to Matthew).” But since the title materials confirmed today are later than the time when the Gospel was first written, it is difficult to regard these titles as evidence that independently settles the question of authorship.

      3. Internal evidence

      Clues supporting Matthean authorship are also found within the Gospel texts themselves. When Mark and Luke record the same event, they call him “Levi” (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27). But the Gospel of Matthew alone calls him “Matthew” (Matthew 9:9). Also, in the lists of the apostles the other Gospels record him simply as “Matthew”; but in the Gospel of Matthew he humbly reveals his past occupation, calling himself “Matthew the tax collector” (Matthew 10:3).

      

      4. The views of modern criticism and the conservative response

      Since the nineteenth century, some critical scholars have raised questions about Matthean authorship. Their main reasons are that the Gospel of Matthew appears to have used the Gospel of Mark as a source, that the text is written in polished Greek, and that it reflects circumstances after the destruction of the Temple (A.D. 70). Conservative scholars, however, respond that if the Gospel of Mark was based on Peter’s testimony, it is natural for Matthew to have consulted it; that Matthew, a tax collector, being fluent in Greek accords with his occupation; and that Jesus’ prophecy can be seen as a true prophecy, not a retrospect written after the event. In today’s scholarship, the traditional view that the Apostle Matthew wrote it and the view that an anonymous Jewish Christian author whose exact identity cannot be known wrote it exist side by side. It is therefore appropriate to introduce Matthean authorship as a view grounded in long church tradition.

      • CHAPTER 2. WHAT KIND OF BACKGROUND DID MATTHEW HAVE, AND WHAT ROLE DID HE PLAY AFTER BECOMING A DISCIPLE OF JESUS?

      1. The meaning of his name and his two designations

      

      According to the traditional view that Levi and Matthew are the same person, it is conceivable that he used the two names together. However, the Scriptures do not record that Jesus changed Levi’s name to Matthew. The name “Matthew” is generally understood as a name related to the Hebrew Mattityahu (מַתִּתְיָהוּ) or its shortened form, and its meaning is “gift of the LORD.”

      It must be made clear that attaching a special spiritual meaning to a change of name is not a fact the text itself states but a homiletical interpretation. Unlike the case of Simon, who received the name Peter from Jesus, Saul and Paul are understood as the Hebrew name and the Roman name used by one person. It is therefore not appropriate to explain the two names Matthew and Levi as the same type of event as the change of name from Saul to Paul.

      2. Family background and occupation

      Mark 2:14 introduces Levi as “Levi the son of Alphaeus.” The Gospel of Matthew does not state who Matthew’s father was. Accordingly, only when Levi and Matthew are traditionally regarded as the same person can Matthew be connected with the son of Alphaeus, and this must not be spoken of as a fact the Scriptures themselves have settled. His birthplace and field of activity were Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee. Capernaum was a strategic point of transportation and trade located on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee, and, lying on the border between the territory of Herod Antipas and that of Philip, it was a place where a tax office was set up.

      

      Matthew was a tax collector who collected tolls and customs at the tax office of Capernaum (Matthew 9:9; 10:3). Since Galilee at that time was under the rule of Herod Antipas, it is more accurate to describe him as a man who handled the collection of local taxes and customs connected with Rome’s ruling system, rather than to assert that he was a direct tax official of the Roman Empire. In the Jewish society of that day, tax collectors were objects of contempt in three senses. First, they were regarded as traitors collaborating with Rome, the Gentile occupying power. Second, they were a byword for dishonest men. Third, religiously as well, they were often classed together with sinners. However, there is not sufficient evidence to assert that all tax collectors were officially barred from entering the synagogue. The occupation of tax collector may have brought in considerable income, but we cannot know the actual scale of Matthew’s wealth or his personal state of mind. Yet, given that the tax collectors of that day were socially despised, it is conceivable that he experienced exclusion from the community.

      3. The event of his calling

      When Jesus saw Matthew sitting at the tax office of Capernaum and said to him, “Follow Me,” he immediately left everything, rose up, and followed Him (Matthew 9:9; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27–28). Luke emphasizes that he “left all” and followed (Luke 5:28). Unlike Peter, Andrew, James, and John, who were fishermen, for Matthew the tax collector to leave his workplace meant something different. It was a weighty decision to lay down a stable livelihood and the foundation of his existing life. However, the text does not state whether he was institutionally unable to return to the office of tax collector. Immediately after receiving the call, he held a great feast in his own house and invited many tax collectors and sinners to Jesus (Luke 5:29).

      4. An apostle and writer of the Gospel

      

      When Jesus appointed the twelve disciples, Matthew was included among them (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13). In particular, only in the apostle list of the Gospel of Matthew does he introduce himself as “Matthew the tax collector” (Matthew 10:3). This is a confession of deep grace: “A sinner like me has received the Lord’s call.” Some patristic traditions relate that Matthew first recorded the words of Jesus in the Hebrew dialect. However, it cannot be determined what relation that record had to today’s Greek Gospel of Matthew. The extant Gospel of Matthew is elaborately composed in Greek, and many scholars hold that the author made use of the Greek Gospel of Mark and various traditions of Jesus.

      5. Later ministry and the tradition of martyrdom

      The New Testament is silent about Matthew’s whereabouts after Acts 1:13. In later traditions, differing stories are handed down of his mission work in various regions—Ethiopia, Persia, Parthia, and Syria—and the traditions concerning the place and manner of his death do not agree either. Therefore, the Ethiopian mission and martyrdom must be introduced not as settled historical fact but as one among several later traditions.

      • CHAPTER 3. WHEN WAS THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW WRITTEN?

      1. The nature of the question

      It is not easy to pin down the exact date when the Gospel of Matthew was written. The text itself does not state, “I am writing this in such-and-such a year,” and the external sources are also fragmentary. Scholars have therefore made estimates by combining internal evidence, external evidence, and the interrelation of the Synoptic Gospels. As a result, an early-date view and a late-date view broadly stand side by side.

      2. The early-date view (from the late A.D. 50s to the 60s)

      

      This is the view mainly supported by conservative evangelical scholars. Its grounds are as follows. First, in Matthew chapter 24 Jesus prophesies the destruction of the Temple, but the text describes that prophecy as a future event not yet fulfilled. Second, the text treats the Sadducees, the Sanhedrin, and the Temple sacrificial system as still-living realities. Third, Irenaeus relates that Matthew wrote his Gospel “while Peter and Paul were preaching the gospel in Rome.” Fourth, early church tradition consistently regarded the Gospel of Matthew as the first of the four Gospels to be written.

      3. The late-date view (between A.D. 70 and 90)

      This is the view supported by the majority of New Testament scholars today who use historical-critical research, and they place the date of writing after A.D. 70, commonly between A.D. 80 and 90. This view is not limited to a particular theological orientation but is presented across broad scholarship, including Catholic and Protestant. Its grounds include the point that the expression in Matthew 22:7 reflects the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the point that the Gospel of Matthew shows the separation of Judaism and Christianity as having progressed to some degree, and the point that if Markan priority is accepted, the Gospel of Matthew must be dated after it.

      4. Summary concerning the date of writing

      

      The date when the Gospel of Matthew was written cannot be settled. Among traditional and conservative views there is the position that it was written from the late A.D. 50s to the 60s. On the other hand, the majority of New Testament scholars today, on the basis of the Synoptic research holding that the Gospel of Matthew used the Gospel of Mark as a source and of the historical circumstances shown in the text, date it after A.D. 70, when the Jerusalem Temple was destroyed—generally in the A.D. 80s. Therefore, while the A.D. 60–65 date can be presented as the conservative view, it must not be asserted to be the most reasonable conclusion in scholarship as a whole.

      • CHAPTER 4. WHERE WAS THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW WRITTEN?

      1. The most likely view—Antioch of Syria

      The place where the Gospel of Matthew was written cannot be settled, but modern scholarship has put forward the region of Syria, especially Antioch, as one of the strong candidates. This is because the combination of Jewish tradition and Gentile mission that appears in the Gospel of Matthew fits well with the situation of the church of Antioch. However, since there is no direct ancient testimony to support this, it is appropriate to introduce the view of an Antioch origin as a strong hypothesis. Antioch was one of the largest and most important cities in the eastern Roman Empire of that day, and it was the center of administration, commerce, and culture of the province of Syria.

      1) Grounds internal to the text

      

      First, Matthew 4:24 records that the news of Jesus spread throughout all Syria. However, the place name Syria does not appear only in the Gospel of Matthew; Syria is mentioned in Luke 2:2 as well. This expression alone, therefore, cannot fix the place of writing of the Gospel of Matthew as Syria. Second, the Gospel of Matthew is more precise about monetary units than any other Gospel. Third, the Gospel of Matthew presupposes a church in which Jews and Gentiles are together. The church of Antioch was a representative community of the early church that grew as Jews and Gentiles received the gospel together, and it was the place where the disciples were first called Christians (Acts 11:19–26).

      2) External grounds

      In the epistles of Ignatius of Antioch (around A.D. 110), expressions very similar to the Gospel of Matthew appear. This shows the possibility that the Gospel of Matthew, or the tradition of Jesus shared with it, was known early in the region of Antioch. However, it cannot be determined that Ignatius directly quoted the present Gospel of Matthew. The fact that he was the bishop of the church of Antioch shows that the Gospel of Matthew was in use from early on as an authoritative document in his congregation. The Didache is generally assessed as a document from the late first to the early second century, and there is a view that estimates Syria as its place of writing. In the Didache appear many expressions similar to the Lord’s Prayer, the ethical teachings, and the baptismal command of the Gospel of Matthew. However, it has not been settled whether the Didache directly quoted the Gospel of Matthew or whether the two documents used a common tradition of Jesus.

      3) Theological and circumstantial grounds

      Antioch was the theological meeting point where Jewish Christianity and Gentile Christianity met. The two great emphases of the Gospel of Matthew—“Jesus is the promised Messiah” and “preach the gospel to all the nations” (Matthew 28:18–20)—mesh exactly with this identity of the church of Antioch.

      2. Other candidate sites

      

      Some scholars hold that the Gospel of Matthew was written in the region of Palestine (Jerusalem or Galilee). Phoenicia (Tyre and Sidon), Alexandria, and Edessa have also been mentioned as candidates, but they receive almost no support in scholarship.

      3. Conclusion

      Although the place of writing of the Gospel of Matthew cannot be settled, Antioch of Syria is one of the strong candidates that are often mentioned. According to the traditional view, the Gospel of Matthew is understood as the Gospel written by the Apostle Matthew around the A.D. 60s for the mixed Jewish-Gentile church of Antioch of Syria, while the majority of modern scholarship regards it as written by an anonymous Jewish Christian author after A.D. 70.

      • CHAPTER 5. WHAT LANGUAGES WERE USED IN THE ERA WHEN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW WAS WRITTEN, AND IN WHAT SPHERES WAS EACH OF THEM CURRENT?

      1. First-century Palestine, a multilingual society

      In the Judean region and the Roman Empire of the first century, when the Gospel of Matthew was written, Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin were used together. These languages, however, were not all used in the same way; they were current in different spheres according to the person, the region, and the purpose. That the title on the cross on which Jesus was crucified “was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin” (John 19:20) shows the language environment of that day at a glance.

      2. Aramaic—the everyday language of the Jews

      

      Aramaic was the language mainly used in daily life by the Jews living in Palestine at that time. The common people of Galilee and Judea used it when conversing at home and in the marketplace, and Jesus and His disciples are also considered to have used Aramaic in everyday conversation and teaching. That the Gospel of Matthew transcribes the cry on the cross phonetically as “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” (Matthew 27:46) and interprets its meaning is a trace of this.

      3. Hebrew—the language of the Scriptures, worship, and the study of the Law

      Hebrew, as the main language of the Old Testament, was importantly used in the worship of the Temple and the synagogue, the reading of the Scriptures, the study of the Law, and religious education. Aramaic was more widely used as the everyday language of the common people, but the priests, the scribes, and the teachers of the Law learned and used Hebrew. Hebrew thus played the role of the language that preserved the faith and national tradition of the Jews.

      4. Greek—the language of international exchange and of the writing of the Gospels

      Greek was the international common language that spread widely through the eastern Mediterranean region after the conquests of Alexander the Great. In that day a relatively universal form of Greek called Koine Greek was used in commerce and travel, education and administration, and communication among various peoples. The Jews scattered outside the land of Judea and the Gentiles also used Greek widely. The text of the Gospel of Matthew handed down today is likewise written in Koine Greek, so that it could convey its content not only to Jews but to readers over a wide area.

      

      5. Latin—the language of Roman politics, the military, and administration

      Latin, as the language of Rome, was mainly used in the western regions of the empire and in the central government of Rome. It was an important language in the army, law, politics, and official administration, and in the Judean region it was used chiefly by the Roman governor, officials, and soldiers. In the daily life of the inhabitants of Palestine, however, its range of use was narrower than that of Aramaic or Greek.

      6. The discussion concerning the language in which the Gospel of Matthew was written

      Because of this multilingual environment, discussion has continued as to which language the Gospel of Matthew was first written in. As examined in Chapter 1, Papias related, “Matthew collected the words of the Lord in the Hebrew dialect, and each person translated them as he was able” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History III.39.16). However, opinions divide as to whether the “Hebrew dialect” spoken of here refers to Hebrew or to Aramaic, and whether it means a completed Gospel like today’s Gospel of Matthew or a collection of the sayings of Jesus. On the other hand, there is also the view that it was written in Greek from the beginning, on the ground that the Greek of the Gospel of Matthew is not translational in style but polished. Whichever side one follows, the fact remains that the text handed down to us today is in Koine Greek, so it is not appropriate to make a dogmatic assertion on this question by tying it to the authority of the text.

      7. Summary of the language environment

      

      To sum up the language environment of that day, then: Aramaic was the everyday language of the Jews; Hebrew was the language of the Scriptures, worship, and the study of the Law; Greek was the language of international exchange and of the writing of the Gospels; and Latin was the language of Roman politics, the military, law, and administration. This multilingual environment became the historical background that enabled the Gospel of Matthew to carry the history and scriptural tradition of the Jews and yet be transmitted to many peoples.

      • CHAPTER 6. OUT OF WHAT NEED AND BACKGROUND WAS THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW WRITTEN, AND WHAT DID MATTHEW INTEND TO CONVEY?

      1. The apologetic motive—testifying that Jesus is the promised Messiah

      The most prominent motive for the writing of the Gospel of Matthew is the apologetic motive. The greatest theological issue in first-century Jewish society was the question, “Is Jesus of Nazareth really the Messiah promised in the Old Testament?” The first verse of the Gospel of Matthew declares this fact in compressed form: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). What shows this apologetic motive best are the Old Testament quotations that appear about sixty times in the Gospel of Matthew. Among them, the representative fulfillment quotations number about ten places, and they begin with the formula “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet.” If similar fulfillment expressions are included, the number increases further.

      

      2. The doctrinal motive—to teach His divine authority and the kingdom of God

      The Gospel of Matthew bears the character of a systematic book of doctrine. Compared with the other Gospels, the Gospel of Matthew presents the teachings of Jesus elaborately structured into five great discourses: the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7), the mission discourse (chapter 10), the kingdom parables discourse (chapter 13), the church discourse (chapter 18), and the eschatological discourse (chapters 24–25). Some scholars interpret these five discourses as recalling the Pentateuch and as Matthew’s presenting Jesus as an authoritative teacher like a new Moses. However, since whether the correspondence between the five discourses and the Pentateuch was Matthew’s intention is under debate in scholarship, it is appropriate to introduce this as one influential literary interpretation.

      3. The ecclesial motive—to establish the church of the Messiah

      The Gospel of Matthew is the only one of the four Gospels that directly uses the word “church (ἐκκλησία, ekklesia)” (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). This shows that Matthew did not stop at merely reporting the past events of Jesus, but intended and wrote the book for the present church community.

      4. The missionary motive—to preach the gospel to all the nations

      

      The Gospel of Matthew closes with the most powerful missionary command. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). From beginning to end, the Gospel of Matthew never lets go of its gaze toward the Gentiles.

      5. The pastoral motive—to encourage believers under persecution

      The middle and latter first century, when the Gospel of Matthew was written, was a period when Christians were experiencing expulsion from the Jewish synagogue, the suspicion of the Roman Empire, and rejection from family and society. The Gospel of Matthew provides comfort and hope to believers in the midst of persecution. The Jesus they follow is Immanuel (Matthew 1:23), and He promised, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

      6. The eschatological motive—to prepare them for the Second Coming and the judgment

      The Gospel of Matthew contains eschatological teaching more abundantly than the other Gospels. The Olivet Discourse of Matthew chapters 24–25 deals in detail with the signs of the last days, the coming of the Son of Man, and the parables about staying awake (the ten virgins, the talents, the sheep and the goats).

      7. Synthesis—the integrated motive for writing

      The Gospel of Matthew was written to testify that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Christ promised in the Old Testament; that the church He established preaches the gospel to all the nations; and that, even in the midst of persecution, it must stay awake and wait for the Lord’s return.

      

      • CHAPTER 7. WHAT DOES THIS BOOK AIM AT?

      1. Testifying that Jesus is the promised Christ

      The most important purpose of the Gospel of Matthew lies in testifying that Jesus is the Christ promised in the Old Testament, the King who came as a descendant of David, and the Son of God (Matthew 1:1). Especially to readers of Jewish background, the Gospel of Matthew proclaims that the birth, words, and ministry of Jesus, His fulfillment of all the righteousness of God by taking upon Himself all the sins of the world through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and His resurrection three days after dying on the Cross bearing those sins all fulfilled the promises and prophecies of the Old Testament exactly (Matthew 1:22–23; 3:15).

      2. Teaching the kingdom of heaven and the life of its people

      The Gospel of Matthew also makes clear what kind of kingdom the kingdom of heaven that Jesus establishes on this earth is (Matthew 4:17). Through the Sermon on the Mount and many parables it teaches the faith, the righteousness, and the attitude of life that the people of the kingdom of heaven must have (Matthew 5–7; 13), and it presents the figure of the true disciple, who hears and does the words of Jesus.

      3. Rejection, the new community, and the mission toward all peoples

      

      Although the Jewish religious leaders rejected Jesus (Matthew 12:14; 21:45–46), the disciples who believed in and followed Jesus formed a new community of faith (Matthew 16:18). And it makes clear that the gospel must not stay in Israel only but be preached to all the nations, and it entrusts the disciples with the mission of preaching the gospel to the whole world (Matthew 28:19–20).

      4. The purpose of this book seen from the perspective of salvation

      From the perspective of salvation, the purpose of this book lies in leading people to believe the fact that Jesus came in the flesh and bore all the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John (Matthew 3:15), and that He completed salvation by carrying those sins, being judged and dying on the Cross, and then rising from death (Matthew 28:6). Whoever believes in this gospel of the water and the Spirit receives the remission of sin, receives the Holy Spirit, is born again, and becomes one of the people of the kingdom of heaven.

      5. Summary of the purpose

      The Gospel of Matthew was therefore written with the purpose of testifying that Jesus is the promised Christ and the King of kings, the Son of God who saves sinners (Matthew 1:21), and of leading everyone to believe in His gospel, be saved, and live as true disciples.

      • CHAPTER 8. WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW?

      1. The core theme—“Jesus is the promised Messiah King”

      

      The central theme of the Gospel of Matthew is this: “Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament; He is the descendant of David and the descendant of Abraham; and, as Immanuel, He is the King of the kingdom of God, who is with His people.” This theme is declared in compressed form in the first verse of the book (Matthew 1:1), is completed in its last verse (Matthew 28:20), and in every text in between this theme is proclaimed from various angles.

      1) The descendant of David—the Messiah who is King

      Matthew 1:1 introduces Jesus first of all as “the Son of David.” The Old Testament repeatedly promised that an eternal King would arise from among the descendants of David (2 Samuel 7:12–16; Isaiah 9:6–7; 11:1–10; Jeremiah 23:5–6; Ezekiel 34:23–24). Matthew makes it clear that this promise was fulfilled in Jesus.

      2) The descendant of Abraham—the source of blessing for all the nations

      Matthew also introduces Jesus as the descendant of Abraham (Matthew 1:1). This points to the fulfillment of the promise of Genesis 12:3, “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Jesus is therefore not the King of Israel only, but the source of blessing for all the nations.

      3) Immanuel—God who is with us

      The Gospel of Matthew begins with the theme of “Immanuel” and ends with the same theme. “They shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). These two verses form an inclusio structure that envelops the whole Gospel of Matthew.

      2. Five aspects of the theme

      Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy—about sixty Old Testament quotations and about ten representative fulfillment quotations.

      

      Jesus is presented as the new Moses—there is an interpretation that matches the five-discourse structure to the Pentateuch.

      Jesus is the King of heaven—“the kingdom of heaven” appears about thirty-two times.

      Jesus is the Head of the church—“ekklesia” is used directly only by the Gospel of Matthew among the four Gospels (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). This does not mean, however, that this is the first use of the word in the whole New Testament.

      Jesus is the Son of Man who will come again in glory—directly connected with Daniel 7:13–14.

      • CHAPTER 9. WHAT KIND OF PERSON DOES THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW TESTIFY CHRIST TO BE?

      1. The promised Messiah and the King who succeeded to the throne of David

      The Gospel of Matthew testifies that Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament and the King of kings, who succeeds to the throne of David and reigns forever. Jesus came as a descendant of Abraham and David (Matthew 1:1), but in His essence He is the Son of God, the Creator, who came in the flesh to save sinners.

      2. Immanuel, the God who governs all things

      Jesus is Immanuel, God being with His people (Matthew 1:23). He taught the word of the kingdom of heaven with authority (Matthew 7:28–29), healed the sick (Matthew 9:35), cast out demons (Matthew 8:16), and ruled even the wind and the sea (Matthew 8:26–27). Jesus, who did these works, is not a mere prophet or teacher of the Law, but God, who governs life and all things.

      

      3. The Son of Man who came to serve

      The Gospel of Matthew also testifies that Jesus is the Son of Man, who came not to be served but to serve sinners and to save them (Matthew 20:28). Jesus had compassion on sinners and preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 9:35–36), and He taught the will of God and led His disciples to live as worthy people of the kingdom of heaven.

      4. The Savior who saves sinners

      Jesus bore all the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John the Baptist (Matthew 3:15), and by carrying those sins and shedding His blood and dying on the Cross He received the judgment of sin (Matthew 26:28). And by rising from death He overcame the power of sin and death and completed salvation (Matthew 28:6). Jesus is therefore the true Savior, who saves sinners from sin through the gospel of the water and the Spirit (Matthew 1:21).

      5. The King of judgment who will come again

      The Gospel of Matthew also testifies that Jesus is the King of the Second Coming, who will come again in glory and judge all the nations (Matthew 25:31–32). The Christ whom the Gospel of Matthew testifies is, therefore, the promised Messiah, the Son of God, Immanuel, the King of heaven, and the Savior of sinners, the eternal King who will judge the whole world in righteousness.

      • CHAPTER 10. HOW DOES THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW SUM UP THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?

      1. The meaning of the expression “the kingdom of heaven”

      

      In the Gospel of Matthew “the kingdom of heaven” appears about thirty-two times, and while the other Gospels mainly use “the kingdom of God,” Matthew prefers the indirect expression “the kingdom of heaven.” This is because the primary readers of this book were Jewish Christians. The original meaning of the Greek basileia (βασιλεία) is “the reign of a king, kingship, rule.” The kingdom of heaven, then, is the realm where the kingly rule of God comes, and all the time and space that rule reaches.

      2. The coming of the kingdom of heaven—the tension of “already” and “not yet”

      The most important key to understanding the doctrine of the kingdom of heaven in the Gospel of Matthew is the eschatological tension of “already come but not yet completed (already but not yet).” In Matthew 12:28 Jesus says plainly, “If I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.” But the kingdom of heaven has not yet been fully completed. The Lord’s Prayer includes the future petition “Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10).

      3. The King of heaven—the Messiah Jesus

      At the center of the kingdom of heaven is the King. In the Gospel of Matthew that King is clearly Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ. Jesus is not merely the One who proclaims the kingdom of heaven; He is the One who brings the kingdom of heaven itself, and He is the King of heaven.

      4. The people of the kingdom of heaven—who enters it

      Those who repent—“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2; 4:17).

      Those who become like little children—Matthew 18:3.

      

      Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness—the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3–12).

      Those who do the will of the Father—Matthew 7:21.

      Those whose righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees—Matthew 5:20.

      Those who are poor and humble, and those who are persecuted—Matthew 5:3, 10.

      5. The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven—taught in parables

      Matthew chapter 13 teaches “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 13:11) through seven parables. The parables of the sower, the tares, the mustard seed, the leaven, the hidden treasure, the pearl, and the dragnet teach the essence and the working of the kingdom of heaven from many angles.

      6. The ethics of the kingdom of heaven

      The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) is the ethical charter of the people of the kingdom of heaven. Its core is righteousness of heart, piety without hypocrisy, a life that seeks the kingdom of heaven first (Matthew 6:33), forgiveness and reconciliation, and love for the little ones.

      7. The authority of the kingdom of heaven and the church—the keys of the kingdom of heaven

      

      In the Gospel of Matthew there is a very distinctive teaching that the authority of the kingdom of heaven is entrusted to the church. “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven” (Matthew 16:19). The authority to bind and loose appears again in Matthew 18:18 in the context of discipline within the community of disciples, and the interpretation that regards this as applying to the whole church is understood differently according to denomination and theological tradition.

      8. The consummation of the kingdom of heaven—the last judgment and the eternal kingdom

      Matthew chapters 24–25 deal with the final consummation of the kingdom of heaven. The completed form of the kingdom of heaven is often depicted with the image of a feast (Matthew 8:11; 22:1–14; 25:1–13). The righteous come to the glory of which it is said that they “will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matthew 13:43), and the wicked come to eternal punishment.

      9. Summary of the core of the doctrine of the kingdom of heaven
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      • CHAPTER 11. AS WHAT KIND OF COMMUNITY IS THE CHURCH PRESENTED IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, AND WHAT AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IS IT ENTRUSTED WITH?

      1. The meaning and background of “ekklesia”

      The Greek ekklesia (ἐκκλησία) is a word related to ek (ἐκ, out of) and kaleo (καλέω, to call), but it basically means a congregation, an assembly, or a gathering of a community. The deeper background of Matthew’s use of this word lies in the Septuagint (LXX) of the Old Testament. In the Septuagint, “ekklesia” is often used as the translation of the Hebrew qahal (קָהָל), and it refers to “the assembly of the LORD.”

      2. The founder and Head of the church—the Messiah Jesus

      

      Matthew 16:18 is the most decisive text of New Testament ecclesiology. “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” First, the church is “My church.” Second, the One who builds the church is Christ Himself. Third, the church is built on the rock.

      3. The essence of the church—the new Israel, the Messianic community

      The Gospel of Matthew emphasizes the community of disciples newly formed around Jesus Christ. Jesus’ appointing of the twelve disciples (Matthew 10:1–4) was not accidental but an intentional act symbolizing the restoration of the twelve tribes of Israel. Matthew 21:43 declares this transition most clearly. “The kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.” Some theologians interpret this as the church being established as the new Israel, but since the relation between Israel and the church in the Gospel of Matthew is complex, it is better not to assert a simple replacement relation.

      4. The members of the church

      The way to become a member of the church begins with repentance and faith (Matthew 3:2; 4:17). Peter’s confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16), is the confession of faith that is the mark of a member of the church. Baptism is the outward sign of repentance and of the confession of faith (Matthew 28:19). At the same time, however, the Gospel of Matthew frankly acknowledges the mixed character of the actual church (the parable of the tares, the parable of the dragnet).

      5. The authority of the church—the keys of the kingdom of heaven and the authority to bind and loose

      

      In Matthew 16:19 Jesus gives Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven. In Matthew 18:18 the authority to bind and loose appears again in the context of discipline within the community of disciples. There is a view that interprets the authority given to Peter as applying also to the whole church community, but the exact relation between the two texts is understood differently according to denomination and theological tradition.

      6. The mission of the church—the Great Commission

      The ecclesiology of the Gospel of Matthew reaches its climax in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18–20). The central verb of the Great Commission is “make disciples (μαθητεύσατε).” The object of the mission is “all the nations,” and its foundation is the promise of Immanuel: “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

      7. The life and ethics of the church—the church discourse (Matthew chapter 18)

      A community of humility (Matthew 18:1–5)—those who humble themselves like little children.

      A community that cares for the little ones (Matthew 18:6–14)—the love of the Shepherd, who seeks the one lost sheep.

      A community of discipline (Matthew 18:15–20)—a gradual procedure for dealing with sin in love.

      A community of forgiveness (Matthew 18:21–35)—forgive even up to seventy times seven.

      A community in the presence of Christ—“where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).

      8. The eschatological future of the church

      

      The promise of Matthew 16:18 that “the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” guarantees the eschatological victory of the church. The parable of the ten virgins in Matthew chapter 25 teaches, through the virgins waiting for the bridegroom, the responsibility of the community of disciples, which must stay awake and prepare for the coming of Christ. In this parable it is closer to the text to understand the ten virgins as participants in the wedding feast waiting for the arrival of the bridegroom, rather than to identify them directly with the bride herself. The ultimate future of the church is the feast of the kingdom of heaven.

      • CHAPTER 12. HOW CAN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW BE DIVIDED WITH THE MESSIANIC MINISTRY OF JESUS AT THE CENTER?

      When the Gospel of Matthew is divided along the flow of the Messianic ministry of Jesus, the book falls broadly into eight stages. These eight stages include the ministry in which Jesus, the promised Messiah, came to this earth, had the sins of all the people of the world passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John, revealed that He Himself is the Christ, and proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom of heaven and taught His disciples. It is then the flow of the ministry that continues on to His completing the Messianic ministry of salvation by dying on the Cross and rising again, and finally, as the Lord of all the nations, sending His disciples out into the world to preach the gospel and make disciples of people.

      Stage 1—The coming of the Messiah and the preparation of His way (Matthew 1:1–3:12)

      The genealogy, the birth, the worship of the wise men, the flight to Egypt, and John the Baptist’s preparation of the way. The core is “the Messiah who came according to the promise.”

      

      Stage 2—The baptism at the Jordan River and the temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 3:13–4:11)

      The baptism at the Jordan River, and the temptation in the wilderness. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus received all the sins of all the people of the world passed on to His own body and bore them, and He fulfilled all righteousness (Matthew 3:13–17). Then in the wilderness He drove back the Devil’s temptation with the word. The core is “the Messiah who came and bore sin.”

      Stage 3—Self-revelation: the beginning of the Galilean ministry and the proclamation of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 4:12–7:29)

      The proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, the calling of the first disciples, and the Sermon on the Mount. The core is “the Messiah who reveals Himself through the word.”

      Stage 4—The revelation of His power and authority: the signs and the mission discourse (Matthew 8:1–11:1)

      The ten miracles, the commissioning of the twelve apostles, and the mission discourse. The core is “the Messiah who reveals Himself through power and commissioning.”

      Stage 5—The response to the Messiah: rejection and the parables discourse (Matthew 11:2–13:58)

      John the Baptist’s doubt, the unrepentance of the towns of Galilee, the hostility of the Pharisees, and the kingdom parables discourse. The core is “the Messiah who reveals the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven even while being rejected.”

      

      Stage 6—The confirmation of the Messiah’s identity and the nurturing of the disciples: the church discourse (Matthew 14:1–18:35)

      The feeding of the five thousand, Peter’s confession of faith, the first foretelling of His suffering, the Mount of Transfiguration, and the church discourse. The core is “the Messiah who reveals Himself as the Messiah who would suffer, and who establishes the church.”

      Stage 7—The entry into Jerusalem and the final teaching: the eschatological discourse (Matthew 19:1–25:46)

      The road to Jerusalem, the entry, the cleansing of the Temple, the five disputes, the declaration of the seven woes, and the eschatological discourse. The core is “the Messiah who proclaims Himself as the Judge and the King who will come again.”

      Stage 8—The completion of the Messianic ministry: the Passion, the resurrection, and the Great Commission (Matthew 26:1–28:20)

      The Passion, the Last Supper, Gethsemane, the Cross, the resurrection, and the Great Commission. Carrying the sins He had borne at the Jordan River, He was judged for them and died on the Cross, and by rising again after three days He completed salvation. The core is “the Messiah who completed the Messianic ministry with the baptism, the Cross, and the resurrection, and became the Lord of all the nations.”

      

      Summary table of the eight stages
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      • CHAPTER 13. WHAT CHARACTERISTICS APPEAR IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW IN CONTENT AND COMPOSITION?

      1. The most Jewish Gospel

      The most striking characteristic of the Gospel of Matthew is its Jewish coloring. The genealogy of Jesus begins with Abraham (Matthew 1:1–17); Jewish customs and terms appear without separate explanation; and the expression “the kingdom of heaven (the heavenly kingdom)” is used about thirty-two times. Jewish idioms and expressions are abundant, and the fulfillment quotations run through the whole Gospel of Matthew.

      2. The most Old Testament-oriented Gospel

      In the Gospel of Matthew are found about sixty direct quotations and, counting indirect quotations and allusions, more than about 130 uses of the Old Testament. In particular, the fulfillment quotations that begin with the formula “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet” appear in about ten places (the number varies according to the criteria of classification). Because of this characteristic, the Gospel of Matthew is called “the bridge connecting the Old Testament and the New Testament.”

      

      3. The most systematic and didactic Gospel—the five-discourse structure

      The Gospel of Matthew arranges the teachings of Jesus elaborately into five great discourses: the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7), the mission discourse (chapter 10), the kingdom parables discourse (chapter 13), the church discourse (chapter 18), and the eschatological discourse (chapters 24–25). These five discourses all close with the formula “when Jesus had ended these sayings” (Matthew 7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1).

      4. The alternating structure of deeds and teaching

      The Gospel of Matthew is not a book that merely collects teachings. The book is composed in an alternating structure of “deeds (narrative)–teaching (discourse).” This balanced alternation of narrative and discourse creates the distinctive literary aesthetics of the Gospel of Matthew.

      5. The most church-centered Gospel

      The Gospel of Matthew is the only one of the four Gospels that uses the word “church” (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). The words of Matthew 16:18, “on this rock I will build My church,” are the text from which ecclesiology in the New Testament starts, and the whole of chapter 18 contains very concrete guidelines for the operation of the church, such as church discipline, forgiveness, and community prayer.

      6. The most eschatological and ethical Gospel

      

      The eschatological emphasis of the Gospel of Matthew is very pronounced. The Olivet Discourse of chapters 24–25 deals with the events of the end more fully than any other Gospel. The Gospel of Matthew is also the Gospel richest in ethical teaching. The Sermon on the Mount is deep and broad enough to be called the great charter of Christian ethics.

      7. The most apologetic Gospel

      The Gospel of Matthew bears a clear apologetic character. That is, it is a book that apologetically proves that “Jesus is the promised Messiah, the Christ.”

      8. The integration of Jewishness and universality

      It is characteristic of the Gospel of Matthew that it is at once the most Jewish and the most universal. The book starts with the Jewish Messiah and ends with the Lord of all the nations. At first He says that He was sent to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24), but at the last He commands, “Go and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19).

      9. The abundance of unique material

      The Gospel of Matthew contains a great deal of unique material not found in the other Gospels. The worship of the wise men, Herod’s massacre of the infants, Peter’s keys of the kingdom of heaven, the procedure of church discipline, the parables of the tares, the hidden treasure, the pearl, and the dragnet, the parable of the workers in the vineyard, the parable of the two sons, the parable of the wedding feast, the parable of the ten virgins, the parable of the sheep and the goats, the suicide of Judas, Pilate’s washing of his hands, the guards at the tomb, and the Great Commission are all materials unique to this book.

      10. The use of formulaic literary techniques

      

      The Gospel of Matthew uses very elaborate literary techniques. The genealogy arranged in three sections of fourteen generations each, the seven parables (chapter 13), the seven woes (chapter 23), and the collection of ten miracles (chapters 8–9) are all intentional numerical arrangements. There are also the inclusio structure, which begins with Immanuel and ends with “with you to the end of the age,” and the abundant use of repeated formulas such as “From that time” (Matthew 4:17; 16:21) and “when Jesus had ended these sayings.”

      • CHAPTER 14. WHAT INFLUENCE DID THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW EXERT ON LATER GENERATIONS?

      1. Influence on the early church

      The Gospel of Matthew was the Gospel quoted earliest and most often in the early church. The Didache (around A.D. 100), a document from just after the apostolic age, contains the Lord’s Prayer, the baptismal command, and ethical teachings in forms very similar to the Gospel of Matthew. Because of this characteristic, later researchers often call the Gospel of Matthew “the Gospel of the church.”

      2. Influence on the formation of the canon

      

      It appears that the placing of the Gospel of Matthew in the first position of the New Testament canon was influenced by the early church’s high esteem of it as an important Gospel with apostolic authority, and by the tradition that once regarded it as the first of the four Gospels to be written. Moreover, the fact that, with its genealogy beginning from Abraham and its abundant Old Testament quotations, it is a book very well suited to connecting the Old and New Testaments also explains the significance of its position. However, the exact reason the order of the canon was decided cannot be settled on any one account.

      3. Influence on the formation of doctrine

      Christology—a reservoir of various titles: Immanuel, the Messiah, the Son of Man, the Son of God, and others.

      The doctrine of the Trinity—the baptismal formula of Matthew 28:19 is the representative explicit text of the New Testament.

      The incarnation—the account of the virgin birth in Matthew 1:18–25.

      The doctrine of atonement—Matthew 1:21; 3:13–17; 20:28; 26:28.

      Eschatology—Matthew chapters 24–25 are the foundation of all later eschatology.

      Ecclesiology—“ekklesia” is used only by the Gospel of Matthew among the Gospels.

      4. Influence on liturgy and worship

      The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9–13) is the prayer that has been most widely used in Christian history. The words of Matthew 28:19, “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” have been used as the most important standard formula of the baptismal ceremony in the historic Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant churches. The account of the Last Supper in Matthew 26:26–29 is the core text of the liturgy of the Lord’s Supper.

      5. Influence on ethics and spirituality

      

      The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) has exerted an enormous influence on later generations, enough to be called the Magna Carta of Christian ethics. Tolstoy’s thought of nonviolence, Gandhi’s satyagraha movement, Martin Luther King Jr.’s civil rights movement, and Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship all drew direct inspiration from the Sermon on the Mount.

      6. Influence on missions

      The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18–20 has been the most powerful driving force of two thousand years of Christian mission history. William Carey, the father of modern missions, in his famous booklet of 1792 took Matthew 28:18–20 as his direct ground and laid the starting point of the modern missionary movement.

      7. Influence on culture and the arts

      The Gospel of Matthew has exerted an enormous influence on Western literature. Dante’s Divine Comedy, Milton’s Paradise Regained, Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, and Tolstoy’s later works all depend deeply on the Gospel of Matthew. Bach’s St. Matthew Passion is counted as one of the greatest works of religious music in the history of Western music.

      8. Influence on social movements and human rights

      

      The Sermon on the Mount and the Golden Rule of the Gospel of Matthew, and the teaching about the little ones in Matthew chapter 25, have exerted an important influence on various Christian social movements and charitable ministries. William Wilberforce’s abolition movement, Martin Luther King Jr.’s nonviolent civil rights movement, the social gospel movement, liberation theology, and the ministry of Mother Teresa were also influenced, in a broad sense, by the biblical teaching concerning Jesus’ love and justice and the care of the weak. However, since various biblical texts and historical and social backgrounds worked together in each of these figures and movements, it must not be asserted that they were all directly based on two particular texts.

      • CHAPTER 15. SUMMARIZE THE OVERALL FLOW OF THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW AND ITS MAIN EVENTS AND TEACHINGS.

      Part 1—The appearance of the Messiah (chapters 1–4)

      The genealogy, the birth, the wise men, the flight to Egypt, John the Baptist, the baptism of Jesus, the temptation in the wilderness, and the beginning of the Galilean ministry. This part deals with the process by which Jesus came to this earth as the promised Messiah and began His public ministry by bearing the sins of all the people of the world on His own body with the baptism He received from John (Matthew 3:13–17).

      Part 2—The teaching and the power of the kingdom of heaven (chapters 5–9)

      In the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7) Jesus proclaims the charter of the people of the kingdom of heaven, and in chapters 8–9 He performs ten miracles and reveals the power of the Messiah. It is a section in which the authority of the word and the authority of deeds are revealed together.

      Part 3—The entrusting of the mission and the beginning of rejection (chapters 10–12)

      

      The commissioning of the twelve apostles and the mission discourse (chapter 10); John the Baptist’s doubt and the beginning of rejection (chapter 11); the Sabbath disputes and the Beelzebub dispute (chapter 12). The responses to the Messianic ministry begin to divide.

      Part 4—The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven and the revelation of the Messiah’s identity (chapters 13–17)

      The kingdom parables discourse (chapter 13), the death of John the Baptist, the feeding of the five thousand, the walking on the sea, the Canaanite woman, Peter’s confession of faith, the first foretelling of His suffering, and the Mount of Transfiguration. The identity of the Messiah is revealed progressively and clearly.

      Part 5—The life of the church and the road to Jerusalem (chapters 18–20)

      The church discourse (chapter 18); marriage, divorce, little children, and the rich young man; the parable of the workers in the vineyard; the third foretelling of His suffering; and the restoration of sight to the two blind men.

      Part 6—The entry into Jerusalem and the eschatological discourse (chapters 21–25)

      The entry into Jerusalem, the cleansing of the Temple, the five disputes, and the declaration of the seven woes; and in the eschatological discourse (chapters 24–25) the Second Coming of the Son of Man and the last judgment are taught.

      Part 7—The Passion, the resurrection, and the Great Commission (chapters 26–28)

      

      The Last Supper, Gethsemane, the arrest and trials, the crucifixion, the resurrection, and the Great Commission. He resolves the sins He had borne with the baptism received from John at the Jordan River by being judged for them on the Cross, and completes salvation by rising again. This is the climax and conclusion of the book.

      Summary

      The Messiah Jesus, who came as a descendant of Abraham and David, received the sins of all the people of the world passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John; revealed Himself through the teaching and the power of the kingdom of heaven; and, though rejected by Israel, established His church. And bearing those sins that He had taken upon Himself, He was judged on the Cross; and by His resurrection He completely resolved the problem of sin and completed the Messianic ministry, and sent out His people with the Great Commission toward all the nations. It is the Gospel that testifies that He is also Immanuel, who is with them to the end of the age.

      • CHAPTER 16. EXPLAIN THE OVERALL COMPOSITION AND MAIN CONTENTS OF THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW BY DIVISIONS.

      1. Various methods of dividing the main sections

      Concerning the division of the main sections of the Gospel of Matthew there are various views. The best known are the division centered on the five discourses (B. W. Bacon), the threefold division following the “From that time” formula (J. D. Kingsbury), the division according to geographical flow, and the eight-stage division according to the flow of the Messianic ministry (Chapter 12). This section presents an eight-part division that integrates the strengths of these several methods of division.

      

      2. The integrated eight main divisions

      Division 1—The coming of the Messiah and the baptism at the Jordan River (1:1–4:11)

      “The Messiah who came and bore sin.” The genealogy, the birth, the worship of the wise men and the flight to Egypt, John the Baptist’s preparation of the way, the baptism of Jesus, and the temptation in the wilderness. Jesus bore the sins of all the people of the world on His own body with the baptism He received from John (Matthew 3:13–17).

      Division 2—The proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven (4:12–7:29)

      “The Messiah who gives the new Law.” The beginning of the Galilean ministry, the calling of the first disciples, and the Sermon on the Mount (the first discourse).

      Division 3—The power of the Messiah and the commissioning of the apostles (8:1–11:1)

      “The Messiah of power.” The ten miracles, the calling of Matthew, and the mission discourse (the second discourse).

      Division 4—Rejection and the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (11:2–13:53)

      “The Messiah who reveals the mysteries.” John the Baptist’s doubt, the unrepentant towns, the Sabbath and Beelzebub disputes, and the kingdom parables discourse (the third discourse).

      Division 5—The revelation of the Messiah’s identity and the establishing of the church (13:54–18:35)

      

      “The Messiah who would suffer, and the church.” The feeding of the five thousand, Peter’s confession of faith, the first foretelling of His suffering, the Mount of Transfiguration, and the church discourse (the fourth discourse).

      Division 6—The road to Jerusalem and the entry (19:1–23:39)

      “The Messiah who is the Judge.” Marriage, divorce, little children, and the rich young man; the parable of the workers in the vineyard; the entry into Jerusalem; the cleansing of the Temple; the five disputes; and the declaration of the seven woes.

      Division 7—The eschatological discourse (24:1–25:46)

      “The Messiah who will come again.” The fifth discourse. The prophecy of the destruction of the Temple, the Second Coming of the Son of Man, the parable of the ten virgins, the parable of the talents, and the parable of the sheep and the goats.

      Division 8—The completion of the Messianic ministry (26:1–28:20)

      “The Messiah who completed His ministry with the baptism, the Cross, and the resurrection.” The Last Supper, Gethsemane, the Cross, the resurrection, and the Great Commission. He resolved the sins He had borne at the Jordan River by being judged for them on the Cross, and completed salvation with the resurrection.

      

      3. The eight main divisions at a glance
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      • CHAPTER 17. WHAT ARE THE CENTRAL KEY VERSE OF THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW?

      1. The two central key verses of the inclusio—the promise of “Immanuel”

      1) The key verse of the beginning—Matthew 1:21–23

      “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.’ So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’”

      This one passage contains all three core themes of the Gospel of Matthew—salvation from sin (soteriology), His being the Messiah (Christology), and His presence as Immanuel (the theology of presence).

      2) The key verse of the end—Matthew 28:18–20

      “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

      The “Immanuel” of Matthew 1:23 is completed in the “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” of Matthew 28:20. The inclusio formed by these two passages is the theological framework of the whole Gospel of Matthew.

      

      2. The central key verse of the climax—Peter’s confession of faith (Matthew 16:16–18)

      “Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

      This passage is the structural and theological climax of the book. The core confession of faith that the book seeks to defend is revealed plainly here, and at the same time the declaration that becomes the starting point of New Testament ecclesiology appears together with it.

      3. The central key verses of the Messianic ministry

      The key verse of the first ministry—Matthew 4:17. “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”

      The key verse of the Passion—Matthew 16:21. “From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.”

      The key verse of the ransom—Matthew 20:28. “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

      4. The central key verses of ethics

      The key verse of the priority of the kingdom of heaven—Matthew 6:33. “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

      The Golden Rule—Matthew 7:12. “Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them.”

      

      The greatest commandment—Matthew 22:37–40. Love for God and love for one’s neighbor.

      Love for the little ones—Matthew 25:40. “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”

      5. The single most central verse

      If a single verse had to be chosen as the central key verse of the Gospel of Matthew, Matthew 1:23 is the most fitting.

      “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’”

      In this one verse all the theology of the book is condensed, and the truth of this one verse is completed in the promise of Matthew 28:20.

      • CHAPTER 18. THE OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

      1. Frequency and significance of the quotations

      The Gospel of Matthew is one of the books of the New Testament that quote the Old Testament most abundantly. About sixty direct quotations are found, and, including indirect allusions, more than about 130 uses of the Old Testament. For Matthew, the Old Testament is not merely an authoritative precedent but the book of promise fulfilled in Jesus.

      2. The kinds of Old Testament quotations in the Gospel of Matthew

      

      Fulfillment formula quotations (Formula Quotations)—the distinctive citation method of the Gospel of Matthew, appearing in about ten or more places according to the criteria of classification.

      Direct quotations—quotations that carry over the Old Testament text directly without the formula.

      Partial and combined quotations—cases that mix several Old Testament texts or use only parts of them.

      Indirect allusions—cases that use the expressions, motifs, and images of the Old Testament without explicit quotation.

      3. The fulfillment quotation formula

      The basic form of this formula is “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by … (ἵνα πληρωθῇ τὸ ῥηθὲν).” The fulfillment formulas in the strict sense can be set in order as follows, and they are distinguished from ordinary direct quotations of the Old Testament.

      
        [image: ]
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      4. Distribution by Old Testament books quoted

      The Psalms and Isaiah are by far the most quoted. The Psalms are quoted more than about twenty times (Psalms 2, 8, 22, 78, 110, 118, and so on), and Isaiah is also quoted or alluded to more than about twenty times (Isaiah 7:14; 9:1–2; 29:13; 35:5–6; 40:3; 42:1–4; chapter 53; 56:7; 61:1–2, and so on). Isaiah is the greatest reservoir of Messianic prophecy in the Gospel of Matthew.

      

      The texts Jesus quoted in the account of the temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11) all come from Deuteronomy chapters 6 and 8. Zechariah is another important reservoir of Messianic prophecy (Zechariah 9:9; 11:12–13; 13:7). Besides these, the books of the Pentateuch—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers—the Major Prophets such as Jeremiah and Daniel, and the Minor Prophets such as Hosea, Micah, Jonah, and Malachi are also richly used.

      5. The major Old Testament quotations at a glance
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      6. The theological significance of the Old Testament quotations

      The theology of fulfillment—the Old Testament is the book of promise, and the New Testament is the book of fulfillment.

      Typology—Jesus is the new Moses, the new Israel, the new David, and the new Solomon.

      A tool of apologetics—Jesus’ being the Messiah is proved by the Old Testament itself.

      Proof of Jesus’ authority—Jesus Himself quotes the Old Testament and is revealed as the One who knows its original intent most deeply.

      The unity of the Old and New Testaments—the Old Testament and the New Testament are two stages within the one saving work of the one God.

      • CONCLUSION—THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, THE BOOK OF THE LIVING IMMANUEL

      The Gospel of Matthew is the Gospel that testifies most clearly of the one Messiah, Jesus, through the whole of one book. The song of promise that begins in the first verse of the book, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1), is completed in the promise of eternal presence in its last verse, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

      

      Every page in between sings one truth: the truth concerning the Messiah Jesus, who is Immanuel—He who saves His people from sin, sends His church out toward all the nations, and is with them to the end of the age. This truth is proclaimed ever anew through apologetics, through teaching, through parables, through miracles, through the church, through the baptism He received from John and the Cross and the resurrection, and through the Great Commission.

      Everyone who reads the Gospel of Matthew comes at last to stand in Peter’s place. In the region of Caesarea Philippi, at that decisive place where the identity of the Messiah is asked, no excuse and no evasion is possible. Only one confession is fitting.

      “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16).

      On this confession the church of Christ is built, and the power of Hades cannot prevail against it. We, who have believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and have made this confession, are the people of the kingdom of heaven, live according to the words of the Sermon on the Mount, dedicate ourselves to the mission toward all the nations, and stay awake waiting for the Second Coming of the Son of Man.

      The Gospel of Matthew is not a classic in a museum; it is the book of the self-revelation of the Messiah Jesus, who is alive and working today. Every Christian who reads, teaches, and lives out this book joins, without even knowing it, this vast stream of its history of influence. And thefinal destination of that stream is the place the last page of the Gospel of Matthew points to—the feast of the kingdom of heaven, where all the nations gather before the Messiah.
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      < Matthew 1:1-25 >

      

      “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.’ So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’ Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.”

      • 1) SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE CONTENT

      

      Matthew chapter 1 is a chapter that reveals who Jesus is through the genealogy and birth of Jesus Christ. It first introduces Jesus as “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham,” and records the genealogy that runs from Abraham through David and the time of the Babylonian captivity down to Christ. This genealogy includes not only the forefathers of faith and kings, but also women of such diverse backgrounds as Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of Uriah, as well as people who had human faults and failures. The history of mankind broke down many times, but the history of salvation that God had promised was never stopped. Next, it records how Mary was found with child of the Holy Spirit before she came to live with Joseph, and the anguish of Joseph, who came to know this. Through an angel, God tells Joseph that the baby conceived in Mary is of the Holy Spirit, and that he shall call His name Jesus. Jesus is the One who will save His people from their sins, and at the same time He is the One who fulfills the promise of “Immanuel,” that God is with man. Joseph believes the word of God, takes Mary in as his wife, and names the baby Jesus.

      1. Jesus Christ, the son of Abraham and the son of David (verse 1)

      Matthew begins with the declaration, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” Calling Jesus the son of Abraham is connected with the promise that God gave to Abraham. God promised that all nations would receive blessing through the seed of Abraham.

      Calling Jesus the son of David is connected with the promise of the eternal King who would succeed to the throne of David. Therefore, Jesus is not a religious figure who appeared suddenly, but the Christ whom God had promised from the Old Testament era. “Christ” means the King and Savior anointed by God.

      2. The genealogy of the promise that continued from Abraham to David (verses 2–6)

      The genealogy begins from Abraham and continues through Isaac, Jacob, and Judah to David. God did not use the people who appear in this genealogy because they were all perfect. Jacob, Judah, and many others had faults and weaknesses, but God fulfilled what He had promised through them.

      

      Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth appear in this genealogy. They were women with backgrounds that would be hard to expect in an ordinary Jewish royal genealogy of those days. Their lives, too, held crises, wounds, and complicated stories, but God included them in the genealogy of Christ.

      The work of God’s salvation is not accomplished by anyone’s bloodline, social standing, or perfect deeds. Even amid human shortcomings, God faithfully fulfilled His promise, and at last He brought forth King David from that genealogy.

      3. The genealogy of the kings that continued from David to the Babylonian captivity (verses 6–11)

      After David, the genealogy continues with the kings of Judah, beginning with Solomon. David was the representative king of Israel, but the text records that Solomon was born “by her who had been the wife of Uriah.” This does not display only David’s glory, but also makes us remember the sin he had committed and the painful history of his family.

      Among the kings after Solomon, there were kings who feared God, and there were also kings who fell into idolatry and disobedience. The kingdom grew more and more corrupt, and in the end Judah was invaded by Babylon and destroyed, and the people were carried away as captives. The failure of the human kings reveals that a true King was needed, One who would solve the problem of sin and rule the people perfectly.

      Yet even in a situation where the nation was destroyed and the dynasty of David seemed to be cut off, God’s promise did not disappear. Even in the midst of judgment and captivity, God preserved the genealogy that led to Christ.

      

      4. The genealogy that continued from the Babylonian captivity to Christ (verses 12–17)

      The genealogy after the people were carried away to Babylon continues through Shealtiel and Zerubbabel down to Joseph. The figures of this period are not widely known kings like David or Solomon. The outward glory of David’s kingdom was gone, but God was continuing to fulfill His promise unseen.

      The last part of the genealogy records, “Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.” Up to this point the expression that a father begot a son is repeated, but concerning Jesus, it does not say that Joseph begot Him; it records that He was born of Mary. This expression prepares for the conception by the Holy Spirit that is explained right afterward.

      Joseph, as a man belonging to the house of David, accepted Jesus as his own son and gave Him His name. Therefore, through Joseph, Jesus belongs to the legal genealogy of the royal house of David, but He is not someone born of Joseph in the flesh.

      Matthew arranges the generations from Abraham to David, from David to the Babylonian captivity, and from the Babylonian captivity to Christ as fourteen generations each. This is a composition meant to show the history of Israel not as a mere list of names, but as the flow of salvation: the promise, the kingdom, the judgment and captivity, and the coming of Christ.

      5. Jesus Christ conceived by the Holy Spirit and Joseph’s anguish (verses 18–19)

      

      Mary, while betrothed to Joseph, conceived by the Holy Spirit before they lived together. Betrothal was a relationship that carried stronger legal responsibility than a simple engagement, and so to Joseph, Mary’s pregnancy was an extremely grave matter, hard to accept.

      Joseph was a just man, and he did not want to expose Mary publicly and put her to shame and danger. So he intended to break off his relationship with Mary quietly. He did not yet know the will of God, but even in his own hurt and confusion, he tried not to condemn or harm Mary rashly.

      The conception of Jesus that the text speaks of was not something brought about by human ability or planning. Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and His birth is an event of salvation that God Himself began and accomplished.

      6. The name of Jesus and the mission of salvation revealed by the angel (verses 20–21)

      While Joseph thought deeply about this matter, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and called him “Joseph, son of David.” The angel told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife, and revealed that the baby conceived in Mary was of the Holy Spirit.

      God said that the name of the baby to be born was to be “JESUS.” The name Jesus carries the meaning that God saves. The angel explained the reason for that name, saying, “For He will save His people from their sins.”

      The fundamental purpose for which Jesus came was not merely to make Israel a politically strong nation or to give people material abundance. He came to save His people from sin, the most fundamental problem of mankind. The name of Jesus reveals both His mission and His identity as the Savior.

      

      7. The fulfillment of the prophecy of Immanuel (verses 22–23)

      Matthew explains that all this took place to fulfill the prophecy spoken through the prophet. The word that the virgin would be with child, bear a Son, and call His name Immanuel was fulfilled through the birth of Jesus.

      “Immanuel” means “God with us.” Jesus is not merely one of the prophets who only delivered the word of God; He is God who came in person among men to save sinners.

      Matthew chapter 1 explains Jesus with two names: “JESUS” and “Immanuel.” “JESUS” reveals that He is the One who saves us from sin, and “Immanuel” reveals the fact that God is with us to accomplish that salvation.

      8. Joseph, who obeyed the word and took Mary in (verses 24–25)

      After waking from sleep, Joseph did as the angel of the Lord had commanded. He took Mary in as his wife, and he did not have marital relations with her until she gave birth to a Son. Through this, the fact that Mary’s conception did not come from man is clearly revealed.

      Joseph did not wait until every question was fully resolved in human terms. He believed what God had told him, and he obeyed, bearing the burden that would follow on his honor and his future. His faith did not stay in thoughts or words, but was revealed in the act of protecting and taking responsibility for Mary.

      

      When the baby was born, Joseph called His name Jesus according to the angel’s command. Giving Him His name also meant that Joseph accepted the baby into his family and into the legal genealogy of David. In this way, God’s plan of salvation was accomplished through God’s sovereign work and through a man who believed and obeyed His word.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 1

      First, Jesus is the Christ who fulfilled the promise of blessing given to Abraham and the promise of the eternal King given to David.

      Second, despite human faults and historical failures, God did not suspend His promise to send the Christ.

      Third, the work of God’s salvation is accomplished not by human bloodline or perfect deeds, but by the grace of God.

      Fourth, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit; He is not merely the fleshly son of Joseph, but the Savior sent by God.

      Fifth, the name “JESUS” reveals that He is the One who will save His people from sin, and “Immanuel” reveals the fact that God is with us.

      Sixth, Joseph’s righteousness was revealed in the mercy that did not condemn Mary, and in the faith and obedience that acted immediately after hearing the word of God.

      To sum up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 1 is the chapter in which God, following the promise He gave to Abraham and David, sent Jesus Christ, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, to save His people from sin and began the work of Immanuel, in which He is with them.

      • 2) MATTHEW CHAPTER 1 SEEN FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      

      Matthew chapter 1 is a chapter that reveals what kind of Savior God sent to save sinners. Jesus entered into the history of mankind where sin and failure were intertwined, but He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born as the Son of God without sin. His name is “JESUS” because He is the One who would actually save His people from sin. Later, with the baptism He received from John, Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon His own body; He received the judgment of those sins on the Cross; and He completed the salvation by rising again from the dead. Therefore, Matthew chapter 1 is not a mere birth record, but the chapter where the gospel of the water and the Spirit begins.

      1. The Savior who entered into the genealogy of sinners (verses 1–17)

      The genealogy of Jesus does not contain only the forefathers of faith and good kings. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of Uriah appear in it, and people who had all kinds of faults and failures, including Judah, David, and Solomon, are also included. The world of Christ is not a world only for humanly perfect people, but a world that sinners who believe in God’s grace enter.

      In Tamar’s life there was human shame; Rahab was a harlot of Jericho; and Ruth was a Gentile woman of Moab. Nor was the expression “the wife of Uriah,” which exposes David’s adultery and murder, hidden away. God did not glamorize their faults, and yet He did not exclude them from the history of salvation.

      This means that no one enters the genealogy of Jesus Christ by his own clean bloodline or righteous deeds. Those who admit their sins and believe in the salvation God has given enter that genealogy by grace. The shortcomings of the people who appear in the genealogy were not obstacles to salvation; they became the background that reveals just how great God’s grace that saves sinners is.

      

      Jesus did not come only for sinless and perfect people; He came to save everyone who is in sin and fault. However, this does not mean that He Himself had sin. Jesus came conceived by the Holy Spirit in order to become the unblemished offering in the place of sinners.

      2. The true King who came in the place of the failed human kings (verses 6–17)

      Human rule cannot solve the problem of sin. The kings, including David and Solomon, had glory, but they also had sins and failures. Even though there were good kings who carried out reforms, Israel fell into sin again, and in the end it became a captive of Babylon.

      Human effort and legalistic reform alone cannot fundamentally remove people’s sins. Even with a good king, right laws, and religious institutions, sinners cannot escape from sin on their own. What mankind needs is not merely a leader who improves their living, but the Savior who would take sin itself upon Himself and remove it.

      Jesus is the true King who came as the son of David. He did not come to lay a heavier law on sinners; He came to take the sins of His people upon His own body and to pay the wages of those sins. Where the human kings had failed, Jesus became the eternal King who fulfills the righteousness of God completely with the water and the blood.

      3. The unblemished Lamb conceived by the Holy Spirit (verses 16, 18–20)

      In the genealogy, the expression “so-and-so begot so-and-so” is repeated continually. But verse 16 does not say that Joseph begot Jesus; it records, “Of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.” Jesus is not One born of Joseph’s fleshly line; He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary.

      

      Jesus took on a true human body from Mary, but because He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, He is the Son of God without sin. A man who has sin cannot take another sinner’s sins upon himself in his place. Just as the atonement offerings of the Old Testament also had to be without blemish, the Savior who would take mankind’s sins upon Himself also had to be the sinless, unblemished Lamb.

      Therefore, that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit does not merely mean that His birth was a miracle. It means that Jesus came as the unblemished Savior who could receive everyone’s sins onto His own body through the baptism He received from John the Baptist. The conception by the Holy Spirit in Matthew chapter 1 prepares for the passing on of sins in Matthew chapter 3 and for the Cross in Matthew chapter 27.

      4. Jesus, who actually saves His people from sin (verse 21)

      The angel said, “You shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” The name of Jesus carries the meaning that God saves. This salvation is not a salvation that comforts sinners and leaves them living with their sins; it is a salvation that takes sin away from them and makes them sinless.

      People may want only to escape the punishment of sin, but Jesus solved not only the punishment of sin but also the problem of sin itself. If sins remain in a person as they are and only the punishment is exempted, it is not complete salvation. Jesus took the sins of the world upon His own body, so that sinners would actually receive the remission of sin before God.

      

      Here, “His people” does not refer only to those who belong to the nation of Israel in the flesh. Those who believe in their hearts in the work of salvation that Jesus accomplished and thus belong to Christ become His people. It is not by bloodline, church career, or religious merit, but by faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that one becomes God’s people.

      The process of the salvation accomplished with the water and the Spirit

      The process by which Jesus saved His people from sin can be summed up in four steps.

      First, the Son of God was conceived by the Holy Spirit and came to this earth in a human body. This was so that He would become the unblemished Lamb who would take the place of sinners.

      Second, with the baptism He received from John, Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon His own body once and for all. John the Baptist, who was raised up as the greatest among those born of women, baptized Jesus as the representative of mankind. Just as the High Priest of the Old Testament era laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the people’s sins onto it, through this baptism all the sins of the world were passed on to Jesus. This is the ministry of the water.

      Third, Jesus was crucified and shed His blood on the Cross in the body that had taken on the sins of the world. The Cross is not the place where He received sins; it is the place where He received the punishment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. Since the wages of sin is death, Jesus paid the wages of sin completely by dying in our place.

      

      Fourth, Jesus rose again from the dead. The resurrection is the proof that the power of sin and death has come to an end and that the salvation Jesus accomplished is complete. Therefore, the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the gospel that believes, as one salvation, in the Son of God who came conceived by the Holy Spirit, His taking on of sins through His baptism, the judgment through the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      5. The way Immanuel actually comes true (verses 22–23)

      Immanuel means “God with us.” However, those who have sin cannot be together with the holy God. God does not stay with sinners while ignoring their sins; He first solves the problem of sin completely, and then He is with those who have received the remission of sin.

      Because Jesus took all our sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist and received the judgment of those sins on the Cross, the sin that stood between God and man has been removed. The Holy Spirit comes upon those who believe in this gospel in their hearts and receive the remission of sin, and God is with them.

      Therefore, Immanuel does not stop at meaning that God comforts us in hard moments. It is the name of salvation, meaning that God Himself came as a man, took on sin, and received its judgment, so that sinners could receive the remission of sin and receive the Spirit of God into their hearts.

      6. Joseph, who accepted the word of God as it was (verses 19–25)

      Joseph could not understand Mary’s conception with human thinking. But after hearing the word of God through the angel, he laid down his own judgment and took Mary in as his wife. And according to God’s command, he called the baby’s name Jesus.

      

      Joseph’s faith shows what the faith that accepts the gospel of the water and the Spirit looks like. With human thinking, it may be hard to understand the fact that all mankind’s sins were passed on to Jesus through His baptism. But salvation is not something manufactured by human common sense; it is believing in our hearts and accepting what God has spoken and accomplished.

      True faith does not trust in one’s own efforts and feelings, but trusts in the word of God. Just as Joseph accepted the word as it was and obeyed, sinners, too, must accept in their hearts the word that Jesus removed all their sins with the baptism He received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      The standard of salvation that Matthew Chapter 1 shows

      The standard of receiving salvation does not lie merely in attending church or calling on the name of Jesus. Religious zeal, good deeds, fasting, service, emotional experiences, and repeated prayers of repentance cannot remove sin either. Such acts may appear as one lives by faith after being saved, but they are not the basis of salvation.

      The remission of sin is not a reward earned by human effort, but a gift that Jesus completed and gives freely. Sinners must admit the fact that they have sin, and believe the word that Jesus dealt with all those sins with the water and the blood.

      We receive the remission of sin when we believe the fact that with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus took on all the sins we would commit in the past, in the present, and in the future, and that He paid the wages of those sins completely on the Cross. Upon those who have received the remission of sin, the Holy Spirit comes as a gift, and from then on the true life of faith with God begins.

      

      Such a person has not become someone whose flesh is perfect and who never does wrong again. His flesh is still weak, but because he believes the fact that Jesus already took on all his sins and was judged for them, before God he becomes a righteous person who has received the remission of sin. His peace does not come from his own deeds, but from the perfect salvation the Lord has accomplished.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 1

      First, Jesus entered into the history of mankind stained with sin and failure, and became family to sinners.

      Second, one enters the world of Christ not by bloodline or works, but by believing in the grace of God.

      Third, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and came as the sinless, unblemished Lamb who could take mankind’s sins upon Himself.

      Fourth, the name “JESUS” reveals that He is the One who saves His people not only from the punishment of sin, but from all sins themselves.

      Fifth, Jesus took on all sins with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment of those sins with the blood of the Cross, and completed the salvation with His resurrection.

      Sixth, “Immanuel” means that Jesus removed our sins, so that the Holy Spirit dwells in those who have received the remission of sin and God is with them.

      Seventh, salvation is not a matter of human effort or religious works; it is the gift of God received by believing in one’s heart what Jesus accomplished with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      To sum up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 1 is the chapter that declares the salvation of Jesus Christ: the Son of God entered into the history of sinners, yet came as the unblemished Savior conceived by the Holy Spirit, to remove all the sins of His people with the water, the blood, and the Spirit, and to have them live with God.
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      • INTRODUCTION

      Matthew begins by proclaiming “the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” The promise of blessing given to Abraham and the promise of kingship given to David were not cut off even through human failure and through the judgment of the Babylonian captivity. God preserved the genealogy of the promise and at last sent Jesus Christ.

      In the genealogy of Jesus appear not only the forefathers of faith and good kings, but also Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of Uriah. People who had faults and failures, including Judah, David, and Solomon, are also recorded in it. One enters the world of Christ not by a clean bloodline or righteous deeds, but by believing in the salvation God has accomplished.

      With the Babylonian captivity, the political rule of the dynasty of David was cut short, but the genealogy of David and the promise given to him continued. The kingdom of man collapsed, but the word of God did not disappear. God carried the genealogy on through the generations after the captivity, and at the appointed time He sent the eternal King as the son of David.

      

      Jesus came as the sinless Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit. The name “JESUS” reveals that He is the One who would save His people from sin. “Immanuel” means “God with us,” and by the coming of Jesus, God’s salvation and His presence actually became a reality. After Jesus had grown, He took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and rose again in three days, completing the salvation.

      Even in a situation hard to understand, Joseph believed the word delivered by the angel of the Lord and took Mary in as his wife. He put the word of God before his own thoughts and reputation, and he called the baby’s name Jesus. Matthew chapter 1 proclaims that Jesus is the true King who opened the genealogy of Christ, which one enters not by human merit or bloodline but by faith, and that He is the God of Immanuel who saves His people from all sins.

      • JESUS IS THE TRUE KING WHO OPENED THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST, WHICH ONE ENTERS NOT BY WORKS BUT BY FAITH IN GOD’S SALVATION, AND WHO FULFILLED THE PROMISE IN THE FAILED HISTORY OF MAN

      

      “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon” (Matthew 1:1–11).

      Matthew does not present the genealogy of Jesus as a mere list of names; it begins by declaring “the genealogy of Jesus Christ.” Here, the “genealogy” is a genealogy that reveals according to what promise Jesus came in history, and what kind of people enter into the grace of God. The center of this genealogy is not the greatness of the ancestors, but Jesus Christ who at last came through them.

      The first verse introduces Jesus as “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” Abraham is the forefather of faith who believed God’s promise, and David represents the king whom God established. Therefore, Jesus is the One who fulfills together the promise of blessing given to Abraham and the promise of the eternal King given to David.

      That Jesus is the son of Abraham carries the meaning that through Him, not only Israel but all nations would receive the blessing of salvation. That Jesus is the son of David means that He is the true King who would overcome the power of sin and death and rule His people forever. Therefore, Jesus is not a religious leader who appeared suddenly one day, but the Christ whom God had promised long before to send.

      In accordance with the word “Abraham begot Isaac,” God’s promise was fulfilled beyond human impossibility, just as it was spoken. Abraham and Sarah were in circumstances where having a child was humanly difficult, but God gave them Isaac as He had promised. The birth of Isaac was not a matter of human ability and planning; it was an event in which God spoke and fulfilled His promise through the faith that believed that word.

      

      Abraham, too, made mistakes while waiting, resorting to his own methods. But God’s promise did not depend on Abraham’s perfect conduct. God faithfully fulfilled His own word, and Abraham was justified by believing that promise. The way into the genealogy of Jesus Christ is not one’s perfect conduct, but faith that believes the word of God.

      The word “Isaac begot Jacob” also reveals God’s choice and grace. Jacob was not a man perfect in character and conduct. He deceived others following his own greed, and he went through many hardships while relying on his own wisdom. But God held on to Jacob and made him the forefather of Israel, not according to his human qualifications, but according to the promise He had given him.

      The word that records Jacob’s wrongdoings must not be used as grounds to justify his lies and schemes. Jacob was blessed not because lying was a good deed, but because God’s promise was fulfilled by grace even for an unqualified man. The Bible does not change man’s sin into good, and it declares that the grace of God is greater than the failures of sinners.

      In the word “Jacob begot Judah and his brothers,” Judah represents the tribe through which the royal line continues. Jacob had twelve sons, but the royal line leading to Christ continued through Judah. This does not mean that the other brothers were excluded from Israel; it means that God fulfilled His will to bring forth the king and the Christ from the tribe of Judah.

      

      Yet Judah, too, was not a man without fault. He took part in selling his younger brother Joseph, and he did not fulfill the responsibility he owed to his daughter-in-law Tamar. God did not hide Judah’s sins, and yet He fulfilled the promise of salvation through his descendants. It was not that man’s sin tore down God’s promise; rather, God’s grace carried the way of salvation on even through the history of man ruined by sin.

      The record “Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar” lays bare an incident that an ordinary royal genealogy would want to hide. What happened between Tamar and Judah holds Judah’s irresponsibility and the complicated, shameful story of the two. The Bible neither dresses the matter up beautifully nor says that it was not sin.

      That Tamar entered the genealogy means that one enters the genealogy of Christ not by a clean past or faultless deeds, but by the grace of God. At the same time, this must not be interpreted to mean that wrong methods are acceptable as long as the goal is achieved. Grace does not make sin no longer sin; it opens the way of salvation God has prepared to those who admit their sins.

      In the genealogy that continues from Perez through Hezron, Ram, Amminadab, Nahshon, and Salmon, the word “begot” is repeated again and again. People were born, lived, and died, but God’s promise continued on through the generations. Even though to human eyes it looked like the history of ordinary families, God did not for a moment stop His work of sending Christ within that history.

      Not everyone who appears in the genealogy was equally outstanding in character and conduct. Some are widely known, and some are hardly known beyond their names. But God’s plan of salvation did not advance only through people famous in the world or people of great achievements. God faithfully kept His promise even through the succession of ordinary generations.

      

      In the word “Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab,” Rahab is a Gentile woman who had been a harlot of Jericho in Canaan. Judged only by bloodline and past conduct, Rahab was someone who could hardly enter the genealogy of the kings of Israel. But Rahab believed that the God of Israel was the true God, and by that faith she protected the spies.

      Rahab’s salvation did not come about because she had committed no sin in the past. She believed the word that God’s judgment was coming, and the promise that God could save her and her family. That faith was revealed in the act of tying the scarlet cord in her window and gathering her family into her house. Salvation is not the payment for works, but the faith that truly believes God’s word is revealed in actions that receive that word.

      Ruth, who appears in the word “Boaz begot Obed by Ruth,” was also not an Israelite but a woman of Moab. After losing her husband, Ruth could have stayed in her homeland, but she decided to go to Israel with her mother-in-law Naomi. She accepted Naomi’s people as her own people, and Naomi’s God as her own God.

      Ruth came into the genealogy of Christ not because of national qualification or high social standing. She believed God’s promise and wanted to belong to His people. Just as Rahab and Ruth are recorded together, the salvation of Jesus Christ is not confined to one nation or to a particular bloodline. Whatever country, language, or background one belongs to, anyone who believes in God’s salvation becomes one who belongs to Christ.

      Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot King David. Among the people in the genealogy, the text attaches the title “king” especially to David. This emphasizes the fact that Jesus is the One who would inherit the kingship of David. Yet the kingship of Jesus is greater and more complete than the kingship of David.

      

      David was a king who served God by faith and won many wars, but he, too, had grave sins and failures. The text does not directly call the woman who bore Solomon Bathsheba; it records her as “the wife of Uriah.” This expression makes us remember the incident in which David took Uriah’s wife and had Uriah killed to hide his own sin.

      The Bible did not delete David’s sins in order to exalt his glory. Even though David was a king, he was a man who could not solve the problem of sin by himself. He, too, needed God’s mercy and the remission of sin. A human king may rule over others, but he cannot completely rule over the sin that comes out of his own heart.

      Jesus, who came as a descendant of such David, is not a king with sins like David, but the true King without sin. He is not One who keeps His kingship by demanding sacrifice from His people; He is the King who gives up His own body to save His people from sin. The promise of kingship given to David is fulfilled perfectly in Jesus Christ, beyond the imperfect rule of the human kings.

      After Solomon, the genealogy of the kings continues with Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joram, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, and Josiah. Among them were kings who feared God and reformed the nation, and there were also kings who served idols and led the people into sin.

      When a good king appeared, the nation recovered for a time, but the next generation fell into sin again, and this repeated itself. An excellent leader and good institutions alone cannot fundamentally remove the sin in people’s hearts. People need not a king who carries out only outward reforms, but the Savior who would take sin itself upon Himself and remove it.

      

      The fact that kings who did evil, like Ahaz, Manasseh, and Amon, are in the genealogy does not mean that their evil was a light matter. Because of their sins, great suffering came upon the people and the nation. But despite human disobedience, God did not annul His promise to send the Christ. God’s faithfulness was greater than the faithfulness of man.

      There were also kings like Hezekiah and Josiah who feared God and carried out reforms. But even their reforms could not completely remove the root of sin from the people’s hearts. However good a king may be, he cannot take on all the sins of another person or save anyone from death forever. This genealogy makes us wait more and more for the true King, sinless and eternal.

      Verse 11 mentions “about the time they were carried away to Babylon.” The Babylonian captivity was not a mere political defeat; it was God’s judgment on Israel’s continual idolatry and disobedience. The glory of David’s kingdom collapsed, the people were driven out of the Promised Land, and the rule of the human kings seemed to end in failure.

      But the Babylonian captivity could not cut off the genealogy of Christ. Even when the nation collapsed and the king was carried away as a captive, God’s promise did not disappear. God preserved the genealogy even in the midst of judgment, and later sent Jesus Christ, who would set free those held captive by sin and death.

      This genealogy tears down human standards that say a person cannot be saved if he has even a little sin or if his conduct falls short. People like Abraham, Jacob, Judah, and David could not put forward their own perfect conduct. Neither could Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth boast of themselves by their bloodline or their past records. People must admit that they are beings who cannot fix their sin with their own strength, and believe in the salvation God has given.

      

      This does not mean, however, that all of a person’s deeds were approved just because his name was recorded in the genealogy, or that belonging to a particular bloodline saves anyone automatically. Fleshly lineage and religious background cannot bring anyone into the kingdom of God. The standard of salvation lies not in claiming that one is good, but in believing what God has done to save oneself, a sinner.

      People easily think that they have only a few shortcomings and can solve the rest by themselves. But sinners cannot remove their sins or escape God’s judgment by their own strength. Good deeds, prayer, and religious zeal are precious things that saved people ought to do, but they can never be the price that washes away all the sins of the heart. Only those who need the Savior entirely can fully receive the grace of Jesus.

      Jesus did not come only for sinless and perfect people; He came to save everyone who is in sin and fault. However, Jesus Himself is not a sinner who inherited the sins of the ancestors appearing in the genealogy. As the latter part of this same chapter reveals, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and came as the Son of God without sin and without blemish.

      A man who has sin cannot take another’s sins upon himself in his place. Therefore, God sent the unblemished Lamb conceived by the Holy Spirit. Jesus is a true man who put on a human body, and at the same time He is the Son of God who has the authority to save sinners. He alone can take on the sins of all mankind and receive the judgment of those sins in their place.

      As Jesus began His public ministry, He took the sins of everyone in the world upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. John the Baptist baptized Jesus not as a mere individual prophet, but as the representative of mankind whom God had prepared. Just as the High Priest of the Old Testament era laid his hands on the head of the unblemished sacrificial offering and passed the people’s sins onto it, through this baptism all the sins of mankind were passed on to Jesus.

      

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not a mere ceremony to display humility. Through this act, Jesus fulfilled “all righteousness.” The righteousness of God does not ignore sin; it moves all the sins of sinners onto the unblemished Savior, has that Savior judged in their place, and so righteously saves sinners.

      Carrying the sins of the world He had taken on with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was crucified, shed His blood, and died on the Cross. The Cross is not the place where Jesus was first entrusted with sins; it is the place where He received the punishment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. Since the wages of sin is death, Jesus paid the wages of all those sins completely by dying in our place.

      Jesus was buried and rose again in three days. The resurrection is the proof that the power of sin and death was defeated and that the salvation Jesus accomplished is complete. The Son of God who came conceived by the Holy Spirit, His taking on of sins through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the judgment through the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection are one salvation that can never be separated from one another.

      Those who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit in their hearts do not enter the genealogy of Jesus Christ with their own good deeds and religious merits. They receive the remission of sin by believing the word that Jesus took on all their sins—past, present, and future—and was judged for them. Upon those who have received the remission of sin, the Holy Spirit comes as a gift, and they become sinless righteous people before God and live as the people of Christ.

      

      Just as Rahab and Ruth, though Gentiles, came into the genealogy of the promise by faith, the gospel of the water and the Spirit is not limited to a particular nation, culture, or language. People of any country receive the remission of sin if they admit that they are sinners and believe in the salvation Jesus accomplished. The gospel is the power of God that saves everyone who believes.

      Those who believe in the grace revealed in the genealogy do not despair over their own past. It is because through the stories of Tamar, Rahab, and David, they believe in the grace of God that saves sinners. They neither hide nor rationalize the sins they have committed, but admit them before God; and they come to God believing in the salvation of Jesus Christ, who took on all those sins.

      At the same time, this grace must not be used as permission to keep on sinning. Those who believe what a great price Jesus paid with the water and the blood to take on our sins do not take sin lightly. Though their flesh is still weak, they seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and they try to live according to God’s will, casting away lies, greed, lust, and pride.

      Nor do saved people boast of their own deeds. The names of Abraham and David being recorded does not mean that their human merits became the basis of salvation. If anyone has come into the genealogy of Jesus Christ, it has come about by the grace of God and by the faith that believes in that grace. Therefore, no one should despise another’s background and past, or put forward his own church career and service.

      Matthew 1:1–11 shows the history of mankind in which sin and failure repeat themselves, and yet it testifies to the promise of God, who is more faithful than that history. God kept the promise of blessing given to Abraham and the promise of the king given to David, and at last He sent Jesus Christ, who would save sinners.

      

      The heart of this passage does not lie in the notion that everyone appearing in the genealogy was admirable. Man failed, but God fulfilled His promise, and unqualified people received grace through the faith that believed the word of God. The final purpose of this genealogy is not to exalt the names of men, but to exalt Jesus Christ, who came through all that history.

      Jesus is the unblemished Lamb of God conceived by the Holy Spirit, the Savior of all sinners, and the true King who would reign forever in the place of the failed human kings. Those who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit receive the remission of sin by relying not on their own works but on the salvation Jesus completed, and they live as the people of Christ with the Holy Spirit.

      • EVEN AFTER THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY, GOD PRESERVED THE PROMISE OF SALVATION AND SENT JESUS CHRIST, CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO SAVE SINNERS WITH THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      “And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations” (Matthew 1:12–17).

      

      The Babylonian captivity reveals the fall of the kingdom of Judah and the judgment of God. The people repeated idolatry and disobedience, and in the end they lost their nation, the Temple, and the kingship, and were carried away to a foreign land. Seen with human eyes, even the promise of the king that God had given to David seemed to have come to an end.

      But verse 12 records that even “after they were brought to Babylon,” the genealogy continued. God’s promise was not discarded by the fall of the nation or by human failure. Even in the midst of judgment, God preserved the genealogy that led to Christ. God’s salvation does not depend on human success, but on God’s faithfulness.

      From Jeconiah came Shealtiel, and from Shealtiel came Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was a man used in the work of rebuilding the ruined Temple together with the people who returned from captivity. In his days the former glory of David’s kingdom was not restored, but through a small restoration God carried on the hope of the Christ who was to come.

      After Zerubbabel appear Abiud, Eliakim, Azor, Zadok, Achim, Eliud, Eleazar, Matthan, and Jacob. They are not widely known people like Abraham or David. Hardly any of their concrete deeds are recorded in the Bible, but God carried the genealogy of the promise on through them.

      God’s work is not accomplished only through conspicuous miracles and great figures. Even while the outward kingship disappeared and generations unknown to people went by, God was working. Even when God’s promise seems slow in being fulfilled, His plan of salvation is never suspended.

      When we reach verse 16, the expression of the genealogy changes. Up to that point, it is recorded in the form of a father “begot” a son, but concerning Jesus, it does not say that Joseph begot Jesus. It records, “Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.”

      

      Joseph was Mary’s husband and the man who carried on the legal genealogy of the royal house of David, but he was not the fleshly father of Jesus. As the latter part of this same chapter reveals, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary. Through Joseph He became a legal descendant of the royal house of David, but His life did not originate from any human male.

      The fact that He was conceived by the Holy Spirit does not merely mean that the birth of Jesus was a miracle. It means that Jesus came as the sinless, unblemished Savior who would take the place of sinners. A person who has sin must receive the judgment of his own sins, and so he cannot take on all the sins of another in his place. The offering that would save mankind had to be absolutely without sin.

      The people who appear in the genealogy had faith and good deeds, but they also had sins and weaknesses. However, Jesus, who came at the end of their genealogy, is not a sinner who inherited even the sins of the ancestors. He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit, the unblemished Lamb of God who came in a human body.

      The text calls Jesus, born of Mary, “Christ.” Christ means the King and Savior whom God established. After the captivity, the outward power of the royal house of David was gone, but at last God sent the eternal King, greater than David. Jesus is not a king who conquers the nations of the world with military power; He is the King who saves His people from the power of sin and death.

      

      After coming as the unblemished Savior conceived by the Holy Spirit, Jesus took the sins of everyone in the world upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. Just as in the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament the High Priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the people’s sins onto it, John the Baptist, raised up as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus and passed all sins on to Him.

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not a baptism to be washed because He had sin. It was the baptism by which the sinless Jesus received all the sins of sinners and fulfilled the righteousness of God. At that moment, all the sins of mankind handed down since Adam, and even the sins we would commit throughout our whole lives, were passed on to the body of Jesus.

      Carrying the sins He had taken on with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was crucified, shed His blood, and died. The Cross is not the place where sins were first passed on to Jesus; it is the place where He received the judgment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. By dying in our place, Jesus paid the wages of sin completely, and by being buried and rising again in three days, He overcame sin and death.

      Therefore, the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the gospel that the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit, took mankind’s sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, received the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and completed the salvation with His resurrection. Only when we believe all these things as one can we fully know how Jesus saved sinners.

      Verse 17 arranges the generations from Abraham to David, from David to the Babylonian captivity, and from after the captivity to Christ as fourteen generations each. The history of Israel is not a mere chronicle, but the flow in which God’s salvation continues on to Christ. The promise given to Abraham, the founding and fall of David’s kingdom, the judgment of Babylon, and the coming of Christ are all connected within God’s plan.

      

      Arranging the genealogy in sets of fourteen generations is not aimed at recording every biological generation without omission. It is a composition meant to emphasize the fact that God governs history and led its entire flow to Christ. The center of the genealogy is not the achievements of each person, but Christ who came at the end.

      From Abraham to David is the process in which the promise appeared as a kingdom, and from David to the Babylonian captivity is the process in which the kingdom collapsed through the sins of the human kings. From the Babylonian captivity to Christ is the process in which God prepared the true King in the place where outward glory had disappeared. Human history rises and falls, but God’s plan of salvation is completed in Christ.

      Salvation is not decided by a fine bloodline or a religious career. The mere fact that Joseph was a descendant of David did not wash away his sins, nor did the human merits of those whose names are recorded in the genealogy bring Christ to come. God promised, and God Himself fulfilled that promise.

      Today as well, a long church career, good deeds, service, fasting, and repeated prayers of repentance cannot be the standard of salvation. No one can remove the sins of the heart by his own effort. People must admit that they are beings who cannot solve their sin, and believe the word that Jesus removed all sins with the water, the blood, and the Spirit.

      Those who believe in this gospel in their hearts receive the remission of sin through the fact that Jesus took on all their sins and was judged for them. The Holy Spirit comes upon those who have received the remission of sin, and they become sinless righteous people before God and live as the people of Christ. Salvation is not a reward for human deeds, but the gift Jesus completed and gave.

      

      The genealogy after the Babylonian captivity gives hope even to those whose lives seem to have failed. The sins and failures of the past must not be taken lightly, but they can never be greater than the salvation Jesus accomplished. Anyone who admits his sins and believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit receives the remission of sin, whatever past he may have.

      Nor should anyone be discouraged just because God’s work is not visible. Even while the generations of unknown people passed by, God was fulfilling His promise to send Christ. Those who have received the remission of sin must not judge God’s faithfulness only by the circumstances they see with their own eyes, but must believe the word and live following the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

      In Matthew 1:12–17, the kingdom of man collapsed, but God’s promise was not cut off, and Jesus Christ, conceived by the Holy Spirit, came as the true King and Savior. Jesus removed all our sins with the water, the blood, and the Spirit, and He brings those who believe in this completed salvation in their hearts into the genealogy of Christ.

      • JESUS, CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, IS THE SAVIOR WHO SAVED HIS PEOPLE FROM ALL SINS WITH THE WATER AND THE BLOOD AND OPENED THE WAY OF IMMANUEL, IN WHICH GOD IS WITH US

      

      “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.’ So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’ Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS” (Matthew 1:18–25).

      After recording the genealogy of Jesus, Matthew reveals the fact that His birth was different from the birth of ordinary people. Mary was betrothed to Joseph but they had not yet come to live together, and at that time it was found that she was with child of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is not One born of Joseph’s fleshly life, but the Son whom God sent.

      Since Jesus was born of Mary in a human body, He is a true man. At the same time, since He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, He is not an ordinary man with the sin that comes down from Adam. He came as the sinless, unblemished Lamb of God who could take sinners’ sins upon Himself in their place.

      The conception by the Holy Spirit is not an event meant only to display an amazing birth miracle. Since a person with sin cannot take on all the sins of another sinner in his place, God Himself prepared the sinless Savior. From the very beginning, the birth of Jesus took place within God’s plan to save His people from sin.

      

      Joseph did not know that Mary’s conception was of the Holy Spirit. From his standpoint, it must have looked as though Mary, his betrothed, was carrying another man’s child. He could have felt great shock and betrayal, but instead of exposing Mary before people and putting her to shame and danger, he intended to end the relationship quietly.

      The text says that such Joseph was a just man. His righteousness did not consist in putting his own hurt first and taking revenge on Mary. It was revealed as mercy that, even without knowing the facts, did not condemn the other person publicly but sought to protect her as far as possible. Yet Joseph’s human goodwill alone could not fully know the will of God.

      While Joseph was thinking about this matter, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream. God called him “Joseph, son of David,” and told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. This title awakens Joseph to the fact that he stands in the line of David, and that he has the responsibility to accept Jesus, who was to be born, into his family and so make Him a legal descendant of the royal house of David.

      The angel of the Lord revealed that the One conceived in Mary was of the Holy Spirit. Joseph could not verify the process of the conception by the Holy Spirit with his own eyes, but he had to believe what God had said. Faith is not accepting only what one can understand; it is accepting what the faithful God has said as more right than one’s own thoughts.

      God determined that the name of the Son to be born was to be “JESUS.” This name carries the meaning that God saves. Jesus did not come simply as One who rescues people from poverty, disease, and political oppression; He came to save His people from sin, the most fundamental problem of man.

      The word “He will save His people from their sins” does not mean that He leaves people with their sins and merely exempts them from punishment. Jesus came to actually take on the sins of His people, to remove the record of sin from their hearts, and to make them sinless righteous people before God.

      

      No one can completely remove his sins with good deeds, service, fasting, and repeated prayers of repentance. Trying not to sin is necessary, but that effort itself cannot pay the wages of the sins already committed. Sinners must admit that they cannot solve their sin with their own strength, and believe in the Savior God has sent.

      After coming as the unblemished Savior conceived by the Holy Spirit, Jesus took the sins of everyone in the world upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. Just as in the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament the High Priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the people’s sins onto it, John the Baptist, raised up as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus and passed all sins on to Him.

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not for Him to be washed because He had sin. It is the event in which the sinless Son of God received all the sins of mankind and fulfilled the righteousness of God. Our original sin and actual sins—all our sins of the past, the present, and the future—were passed on to the body of Jesus at this time.

      Carrying the sins of the world He had taken on with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was crucified, shed His blood, and died on the Cross. The Cross is not the place where He first took on sins, but the place where He received the punishment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. Since the wages of sin is death, Jesus paid the wages of all those sins completely by dying in the place of sinners.

      

      Jesus rose again from the dead in three days. The resurrection is the proof that the power of sin and death was defeated and that the salvation He accomplished is complete. It is when we believe together in the Son of God who came conceived by the Holy Spirit, His taking on of sins through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and the judgment through the blood of the Cross and the resurrection, that we fully believe in the saving work of Jesus.

      Here, “His people” does not mean only those who belong to Israel in the flesh. Those who believe in their hearts in the salvation Jesus accomplished with the water, the blood, and the Spirit become the people who belong to Christ. It is not by nationality, bloodline, social standing, or religious career, but by faith in this gospel that one becomes God’s people.

      Verse 22 explains that all this took place to fulfill the prophecy God had spoken through the prophet. The birth of Jesus was neither an accidental event nor a plan set up by man. Long before, God had promised that the virgin would conceive and bear a Son, and at the appointed time He fulfilled that word just as it was.

      Another name of Jesus is Immanuel. It means “God with us.” Jesus is not merely one of the prophets who taught about God; He is God who put on a human body and came in person to save sinners.

      However, those who have sin cannot share perfect fellowship with the holy God. It is not that God is with sinners while ignoring their sins; Jesus first took on all sins and received the judgment of those sins, and so He removed the sin that stood between God and man.

      The Holy Spirit comes upon those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and are remitted of all their sins. This is the way Immanuel actually comes true within believers. Those who have received the remission of sin do not believe that God is with them only when their feelings or circumstances are good; they believe the fact that the Holy Spirit dwells in them because of the completed gospel.

      

      After waking from sleep, Joseph took Mary as his wife just as the angel of the Lord had commanded. Having heard the word, he did not shrink back, saying he was afraid of what others might think. He revealed his faith through action by accepting and protecting Mary and taking responsibility for the baby to be born.

      Joseph did not have marital relations with Mary until she gave birth to a Son. This makes clear the fact that Mary’s conception did not come from Joseph. When the baby was born, he called His name Jesus according to God’s command. Giving Him His name was an act of obedience that accepted the baby into his family and into the legal genealogy of David.

      Joseph’s obedience must not be interpreted to mean that he became a contributor to the work of salvation. Mary and Joseph, too, were people who needed the salvation of Jesus. They received grace not because they had any special human merit, but because they believed the word of God and obeyed the work entrusted to them. The Savior is Jesus Christ alone.

      Even those who have believed in this gospel of the water and the Spirit and received the remission of sin can still do wrong as they live, because of the weakness of the flesh. At such times, they must not hide their sins or take them lightly, but admit them before God. However, rather than trying to wash their sins again with their own prayers and tears, they must confirm once more the gospel that Jesus already took on all sins and was judged for them.

      Those who believe the fact that Jesus has taken away all their sins do not leave God crushed under guilt. They thank the Lord, seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and turn so as not to repeat the same wrong, living on by faith. The complete remission of sin is not permission to sin at will; it is a new beginning from which one can live righteously following the Holy Spirit.

      

      In Matthew 1:18–25, God sent His sinless Son conceived by the Holy Spirit, and through Him God actually saved His people from sin.Jesus is the Savior who removed all our sins with the water and the blood, and He is the God of Immanuel who dwells through the Holy Spirit in those who have received the remission of sin.
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      • [QUESTION] 1. ORGANIZE THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST PRESENTED IN CHAPTER 1.

      The genealogy in Matthew chapter 1 shows that Jesus Christ came as the son of Abraham and the son of David. Jesus is the seed of blessing promised to Abraham, and the Christ who succeeds to the throne of David and reigns forever.

      The genealogy is divided into the following three sections.

      First, from Abraham to David.

      It runs Abraham–Isaac–Jacob–Judah–Perez–Hezron–Ram–Amminadab–Nahshon–Salmon–Boaz–Obed–Jesse–David. This section is the line from Abraham, who received God’s promise, to King David, who brought the kingdom of Israel to its golden age.

      Second, from David until the captivity in Babylon.

      It runs David–Solomon–Rehoboam–Abijah–Asa–Jehoshaphat–Joram–Uzziah–Jotham–Ahaz–Hezekiah–Manasseh–Amon–Josiah–Jeconiah. This section shows the succession and decline of the dynasty of David, and the history of the people of Judah being carried away to Babylon.

      Third, from after the captivity in Babylon to Christ.

      

      It runs Jeconiah–Shealtiel–Zerubbabel–Abiud–Eliakim–Azor–Zadok–Achim–Eliud–Eleazar–Matthan–Jacob–Joseph, and Joseph is the husband of Mary. Matthew does not record that Joseph begot Jesus, but records that Jesus, who is called Christ, was born of Mary. This reveals that Jesus came as the son of David according to Joseph’s legal line, and that He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary.

      Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah, and Mary appear in this genealogy. Among them are women who were Gentiles or connected with Gentile nations. This shows the fact that the salvation of Jesus Christ is not limited to any bloodline or nation but reaches all people, and that God fulfilled the promise of salvation even amid human weakness and historical failure.

      Matthew arranged this genealogy as fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen generations from David until the captivity in Babylon, and fourteen generations from after the captivity in Babylon to Christ. The center of this genealogy, therefore, does not lie in simply listing the names of ancestors. It lies in testifying to the fact that God carried on unchangingly, throughout history, the promise He gave to Abraham and David, and at last fulfilled that promise by sending Jesus Christ.

      • [QUESTION] 2. WHAT DOES THIS GENEALOGY IN MATTHEW 1:1–17, WHICH RUNS THROUGH ABRAHAM AND DAVID, REVEAL ABOUT JESUS CHRIST?

      The genealogy that runs through Abraham and David reveals that Jesus is the Christ promised in the Old Testament. The coming of Jesus was not a sudden event; it was the fulfillment of the promise of salvation that God had planned long before and had carried out through the history of Israel.

      

      The fact that Jesus is the son of Abraham reveals that He is the One who fulfilled the promise given to Abraham. God promised that through the seed of Abraham all nations would receive blessing. Therefore, Jesus Christ is the One who gives the blessing of salvation not only to the Jews but to all nations.

      The fact that Jesus is the son of David shows that He is the promised King. God promised to establish an eternal kingdom through the seed of David. Jesus came as the eternal King who fulfilled this promise and reigns over the kingdom of heaven.

      This genealogy also testifies that Jesus came in the flesh into actual human history. Jesus was acknowledged as the son of Abraham and of David through Joseph’s legal line, but He was not born of Joseph. Jesus, who is called Christ, was born of Mary, and He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit.

      The many people in the genealogy had not only faith and obedience, but also weaknesses, sins, and failures. Nevertheless, God did not suspend His promise, and at last He sent Jesus Christ. Therefore, this genealogy reveals that Jesus is the seed of blessing promised to Abraham, the eternal King promised to David, and the Christ who completed God’s plan of salvation.

      • [QUESTION] 3. COMPARE AND EXPLAIN THE GENEALOGY IN MATTHEW 1:1–17 WITH THE GENEALOGY IN LUKE (LUKE 3:23–38).

      The genealogies in Matthew and Luke both testify that Jesus came into actual human history and that He is the Christ who stands in the line of Abraham and David. But the two genealogies differ in the order and scope of their records, in the line after David, and in their emphases.

      

      The genealogy in Matthew begins from Abraham and comes down through David and the captivity in Babylon to Jesus Christ. It is a descending genealogy that moves from ancestors to descendants, and it is composed of fourteen generations each from Abraham to David, from David until the captivity in Babylon, and from after the captivity to Christ. It is not a record of every generation without omission; it is a genealogy that selects and arranges representative figures according to the purpose of the record.

      Luke, on the other hand, begins from Jesus and goes back up through Joseph, David, and Abraham all the way to Adam and to God. It is an ascending genealogy that climbs from descendant to ancestors, and its scope is broader than Matthew’s. While Matthew placed the genealogy before the account of Jesus’ birth, Luke placed it at the point where Jesus, after the baptism He received from John, begins His public ministry.

      The two genealogies largely follow the same line from Abraham to David, but after David they part ways. Matthew continues through David’s son Solomon into the line of the kings of Judah, whereas Luke continues through David’s son Nathan. Also, Matthew records Jacob as the father of Joseph, while Luke records that Joseph was the son of Heli.

      The Bible itself does not directly explain the reason for this difference. One traditional interpretation understands that Matthew records Jesus’ legal, royal line through Joseph, while Luke, presenting Joseph as a son-in-law, records the fleshly line through Mary. Another interpretation holds that because of relationships such as levirate marriage or adoption, one man could have both a legal father and a fleshly father. Whichever interpretation one follows, the two genealogies testify not that Jesus was conceived by Joseph, but that He is a lawful descendant belonging to the house of David.

      

      There is also a difference in emphasis. Matthew, centering on Abraham and David, emphasizes that Jesus is the promised Christ the Jews had been waiting for and the King who would succeed to the throne of David. By contrast, Luke, by tracing the genealogy back up to Adam and to God, emphasizes that Jesus is the Son of Man related to all mankind and that He came as the Savior for all people.

      Accordingly, the genealogy in Matthew highlights Jesus’ royal and messianic credentials, while the genealogy in Luke highlights His true humanity and the salvation directed toward all mankind. Through their different perspectives and compositions, the two genealogies convey the same truth: Jesus is the promised King who came as the son of David, and at the same time the Son of God who came to save all mankind.

      • [QUESTION] 4. WHAT DOES THE PHRASE “THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM” IN MATTHEW 1:1 MEAN?

      The phrase “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” does not merely mean that Jesus is a descendant who inherited the bloodline of these two men. This expression reveals that Jesus is the Christ who came to fulfill the covenant and the promises God gave to Abraham and David.

      That Jesus is ‘the son of Abraham’ means that He is the One who fulfilled God’s promise to bless all nations through the seed of Abraham. Therefore, the blessing of salvation that Jesus gives is not limited to the Jews but is delivered to all nations and all people.

      

      That Jesus is “the Son of David” means that He is the promised King who would succeed to the throne of David and reign forever. The worldly kings who followed in David’s line all died, and their kingdoms did not last forever, but Jesus Christ is the King of kings who reigns over the kingdom of heaven forever.

      This expression also shows that Jesus came in the flesh into actual human history. Yet Jesus was not born of a human father; He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary. Through Joseph’s legal line He was acknowledged as the son of Abraham and of David, and so He possessed the qualifications of the Christ whom God had promised.

      Therefore, the phrase “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” means that Jesus is the promised seed who gives the blessing of salvation to all nations, the King who reigns over the kingdom of God forever, and the Christ who fulfilled all the promises of salvation in the Old Testament.

      • [QUESTION] 5. WHAT DOES THE NAME “JESUS” IN MATTHEW 1:1 HAVE TO DO WITH THE SALVATION HE WOULD ACCOMPLISH?

      The name “Jesus” carries the meaning ‘the LORD saves’ or ‘God is salvation.’ Matthew 1:1 introduces Him as Jesus Christ, and verse 21 makes clear that this name is related to His mission to save His people from their sins.

      The name “Jesus” reveals the fact that the Son of God came to this earth in the flesh to save people from sin. Since human beings can neither remove their sins by themselves nor escape God’s judgment, God Himself came to them as their Savior.

      Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. Then, carrying those sins, He was crucified and shed His blood, receiving the judgment of sin; and by rising from death, He overcame the power of sin and death and completed the salvation.

      

      Therefore, the salvation of Jesus is not simply deliverance from the hardships or dangers of this world. It is the salvation that saves sinners from all their sins and from their judgment, that gives them the remission of sin and the Holy Spirit so that they are born again as God’s children, and that lets them enjoy eternal life.

      Accordingly, the name “Jesus” reveals that He is the Son of God who came to save all the sinners of the world through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and the true Savior who gives the remission of sin and eternal life.

      • [QUESTION] 6. WHAT OFFICES DOES THE NAME “CHRIST” IN MATTHEW 1:1, MEANING ‘THE ANOINTED ONE,’ REPRESENT?

      “Christ” means ‘the Anointed One’ in Greek, and it has the same meaning as the Hebrew ‘Messiah (מָשִׁיחַ).’ In the Old Testament era, God anointed with oil the kings, the priests, and the prophets whom He entrusted with special missions. Therefore, to call Jesus the Christ means that He is the One who perfectly fulfills the offices of King, High Priest, and Prophet established by God.

      First, Jesus is the King. He is the promised King who came as the son of David, and He reigns over the kingdom of heaven forever with righteousness and truth. Unlike the kings of this world, the kingship of Jesus does not end with death; it is the eternal kingship that rules over all authority and all things.

      

      Second, Jesus is the High Priest. The priests of the Old Testament offered sacrificial offerings to atone for the people’s sins, but Jesus Himself became the offering of atonement. Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, was crucified carrying those sins, shed His blood and died, and rose from death, accomplishing the eternal remission of sin. Therefore, Jesus is the true High Priest who completed both the role of the priest and the role of the sacrificial offering.

      Third, Jesus is the Prophet. He made known perfectly to people the will of God and the truth of the kingdom of heaven, and He clearly taught about sin and judgment and the way of salvation. Jesus did not stop at delivering the word of God; He Himself fulfills God’s will and gives the word of life.

      Therefore, the title “Christ” reveals that Jesus is the true Prophet who proclaims the will of God, the eternal High Priest who saves sinners, and the King of kings who reigns over the kingdom of heaven. Jesus is the only Christ who has perfectly fulfilled all three of these offices.

      • [QUESTION] 7. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD “GENEALOGY” USED IN “THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST” IN MATTHEW 1:1?

      The term “genealogy” in “the genealogy of Jesus Christ” refers to a continuous line of descent from ancestors to descendants. Simply put, it means the family tree, bloodline, or lineage of Jesus Christ.

      This expression shows that Jesus came in the flesh into actual human history and that He was born according to the promise God gave to Abraham and David. Matthew presents the line that runs from Abraham through David to Jesus Christ, and Jesus is the promised Christ and the King who succeeds to the throne of David.

      

      However, “the genealogy of Jesus Christ” does not mean that the existence of Jesus first began with Abraham. Jesus is the Son of God who has existed from the very beginning, but He was born in the flesh of Mary to save mankind. Therefore, this genealogy does not explain the divine origin of Jesus; it makes clear the historical line through which He came as a man and His qualification as the Christ.

      Furthermore, the expression “genealogy” goes beyond a simple list of names and introduces the new history in which the birth and saving work of Jesus Christ begin. Therefore, “the genealogy of Jesus Christ” refers to the family line of Jesus Christ that was carried on within God’s promise and providence, and it means the historical origin of His coming to this earth as the promised Savior.

      • [QUESTION] 8. IN MATTHEW 1:2, WHY DOES THE LINE CONTINUE THROUGH JUDAH AMONG THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB?

      Jacob had twelve sons, but the genealogy of Jesus Christ continues through Judah. This is because God chose the tribe of Judah, among the twelve tribes of Israel, for the kingship and for the line of Christ.

      Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn, but through his transgression he lost the honor and leadership of the firstborn. Joseph received the inheritance of two tribes, which corresponds to the portion of the firstborn, and Levi took on the office of the priesthood. But the promise concerning the kingship and the line of rulers who would govern the people was given to Judah.

      

      Jacob prophesied to Judah that the scepter, the symbol of royal authority, would not depart from him. Following this promise, Jesse and David came from the tribe of Judah, and through the descendants of David came Jesus Christ, the eternal King. Therefore, Judah’s line confirms that Jesus is the promised King and the Christ who came as the son of David.

      However, Judah was not chosen because he was morally more perfect than his brothers. There were sin and shame in Judah’s life as well, and the incident involving Tamar is also recorded in his line. Nevertheless, God, according to His own sovereign choice and grace, used the line of Judah and fulfilled the promise of salvation.

      Therefore, the reason Judah’s line continues is that the promise of God concerning the kingship was given to Judah, and according to that promise David and Jesus Christ came from the tribe of Judah. Jesus is the eternal King born of the tribe of Judah and the Christ who fulfilled God’s promise.

      • [QUESTION] 9. IN MATTHEW 1:3, WHAT KIND OF WOMAN WAS TAMAR, WHO BORE PEREZ AND ZERAH TO JUDAH AND ENTERED THE GENEALOGY?

      Tamar was the wife of Er, Judah’s firstborn—that is, Judah’s daughter-in-law. When Er did evil before God and died, according to the custom of levirate marriage of those days, Judah’s second son Onan had to carry on his brother’s line. But Onan deliberately refused to fulfill his responsibility, and he also died.

      

      Judah promised to give Tamar in marriage to his third son Shelah when he grew up, but he did not keep that promise. When the way to obtain a descendant in her husband’s family was blocked, Tamar disguised herself as a harlot and had relations with Judah, and through this she gave birth to the twins Perez and Zerah. When the truth came to light, Judah admitted his responsibility for not keeping his promise and said that Tamar had been more righteous than he.

      Not all of Tamar’s actions can be regarded as legitimate. This incident is entangled with Judah’s unfaithfulness, Tamar’s disguise and deception, and a relationship that was not normal. The Bible records their wrongdoings and shame as they were, without hiding them.

      Nevertheless, God included Perez, who was born out of this complicated and shameful incident, in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Through Perez the line of Hezron and David continued, and at last Jesus Christ came. The coming of Christ was not grounded on human righteousness or on a perfect family; it was accomplished by God’s promise and grace.

      Therefore, Tamar was Judah’s daughter-in-law who bore Perez and Zerah at the crisis point where her husband’s line was about to be cut off, and she is a figure who shows that God’s plan of salvation is not interrupted even amid human sin and weakness.

      • [QUESTION] 10. COMPARE AND EXPLAIN THE DEEDS OF THE KINGS WHO APPEAR IN MATTHEW 1:7–11.

      Matthew 1:7–11 records the line of the kings of Judah from Solomon to Jeconiah. Among these kings there were kings who feared God and did good, and there were kings who made the nation decline through idolatry and evil deeds. There were also kings who served God well at first but whose faith became corrupted in their latter years.

      

      Solomon received wisdom from God, built the Temple, and brought Israel to prosperity. In his latter years, however, he served idols under the influence of his many foreign wives, and as a result he left behind the cause of the kingdom’s division in the days of his son. Rehoboam rejected the elders’ advice to lighten the people’s burden and answered them harshly, causing ten tribes to break away. As a result, Israel was divided into northern Israel and southern Judah.

      Abijah did not serve God with a whole heart as David had, but followed the former sins. Yet when he fought against northern Israel, he relied on God and won the victory. His son Asa was a good king who removed the idols and reformed the faith of the nation. In his latter years, however, he relied on the king of Syria rather than on God, and he committed the wrong of imprisoning the prophet who rebuked him.

      Jehoshaphat feared God, taught the people the Law, and set the judicial system in order. But he was rebuked for forming a marriage alliance with the house of the wicked king Ahab and joining with him. His son Joram, after marrying Ahab’s daughter, followed the evil ways of the kings of northern Israel. He killed his own brothers and practiced idolatry, and in the end the nation grew weak and he died miserably of a severe disease.

      Matthew’s genealogy omits Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah, who reigned between Joram and Uzziah. This is because some generations were arranged around representative figures in order to compose the genealogy in sets of fourteen. Uzziah at first sought God and made the nation strong, but after becoming powerful he grew proud, and when he tried to burn incense—something only the priests could do—he was struck with leprosy.

      

      Jotham did what was right in the sight of God, built up the Temple and the cities, and strengthened the nation. But he could not completely remove the corruption and idolatry of the people. In contrast, his son Ahaz was a very evil king who served idols, made his children pass through the fire, shut the doors of the Temple, and relied on the king of Assyria.

      Ahaz’s son Hezekiah was a good king who cleansed the Temple, restored the worship and the feasts, and relied on God in the face of Assyria’s invasion. But after recovering from his illness his heart grew proud, and he committed the wrong of showing all the treasures of the royal palace to the envoys from Babylon.

      Manasseh was an evil king who set up idols again, made his children pass through the fire, and shed much innocent blood. But after he was taken captive and went through affliction, he humbly repented, returned to God, and removed the idols. His son Amon followed his father’s early evil deeds without repenting, and in the end he was killed by his servants’ conspiracy.

      Josiah became king at a young age, yet he sought God and thoroughly removed the idols. When he heard the words of the Law found in the Temple, he humbled himself, and he was a good king who restored the covenant and the worship. After he died, however, Judah quickly became evil again. Jeconiah did evil in the sight of God, and he surrendered to the king of Babylon and was carried away captive together with the royal family and the people. With this, the dynasty of David met the great judgment of the captivity in Babylon.

      In the days of kings who believed in God and obeyed His word, the faith of the nation was restored and the nation stood firm, whereas in the days of kings who worshiped idols and relied on human power, the nation declined and was judged. Even the good kings had weaknesses and failures, and among the evil kings there were some, like Manasseh, who repented late.

      

      Nevertheless, God did not annul His promise according to the good or evil of the kings or their human failures. Even after the kingdom of Judah fell and the people were carried away to Babylon, He carried on the promise given to David, and at last He sent Jesus Christ, the son of David. All human kings are imperfect, but Jesus Christ alone is the perfect King who reigns forever with righteousness and truth.

      • [QUESTION] 11. IN MATTHEW 1:17, WHY IS THE GENEALOGY COMPOSED OF FOURTEEN GENERATIONS EACH—FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID, FROM DAVID UNTIL THE CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON, AND FROM THEN UNTIL CHRIST?

      The Bible does not directly explain the exact reason why Matthew composed the genealogy of Jesus Christ in three sections of fourteen generations each. However, this arrangement can be understood as an intentional composition meant to emphasize the fact that Jesus is the promised Christ who came as the son of David, and to show that the history of Israel proceeded toward Christ according to God’s plan.

      The first section, from Abraham to David, is the age of the promise. God called Abraham and promised to bless all nations through his seed. This promise continued through the line of Isaac, Jacob, and Judah to King David.

      The second section, from David until the captivity in Babylon, is the age of the kingdom. Israel reached the height of the kingdom in the days of David, but as the later kings and the people left God and served idols, it gradually declined. In the end the kingdom of Judah fell, and the people were carried away to Babylon. This section shows the glory and failure of the human kingdom, and God’s judgment on sin.

      

      The third section, from after the captivity in Babylon to Christ, is the age of waiting for restoration. The dynasty of David seemed outwardly cut off, and the people lived under Gentile rule. But God did not forget the promise He gave to David; He preserved the line and at last sent Jesus Christ. Jesus is the true King who establishes the eternal kingdom of heaven in place of the fallen kingdoms of this world.

      The number fourteen can also be understood as a device to emphasize David. In Hebrew, letters carry numerical values, and the letters that make up the name David add up to fourteen. The repetition of fourteen generations, therefore, can be seen as a composition that places David, and Jesus Christ who came as the son of David, at the center of the whole genealogy. Moreover, since fourteen is twice seven, the number that symbolizes completeness, the three sets of fourteen generations can also be understood to signify that Christ came when God’s time had fully come.

      For this composition, Matthew omitted several generations recorded in the Old Testament and arranged the genealogy around representative figures. In the genealogies of those days, the expression ‘begot’ did not necessarily refer only to the very next generation; it was also used to mean that descendants continued. Therefore, the omissions are not errors; they are a literary arrangement to make the purpose and structure of the genealogy clear.

      The promise given to Abraham, the founding and fall of David’s kingdom, and the waiting after the captivity in Babylon were all fulfilled in Jesus Christ through the three sections of fourteen generations. Despite human failure, God governed history and kept His promise, sending Jesus Christ, the son of David and the eternal King.

      

      • [QUESTION] 12. IN MATTHEW 1:18, WHAT WAS THE SITUATION OF MARY WHEN IT WAS FOUND THAT SHE WAS WITH CHILD AFTER BEING BETROTHED TO JOSEPH AND BEFORE THEY CAME TOGETHER?

      Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but they had not yet lived together or entered into a marital relationship. In the Jewish society of those days, betrothal carried a far stronger legal binding force than today’s engagement. A betrothed man and woman were already regarded as husband and wife, and to break off that relationship required the formal procedure of divorce.

      Since it was in that situation that Mary’s pregnancy was discovered, in people’s eyes it could only look as though a betrothed woman had had relations with another man. Mary knew that she had conceived by the Holy Spirit, but it must have been extremely difficult to explain this and make it understood to Joseph and the people around her, who did not know it.

      Mary was therefore in danger of having her betrothal annulled and of suffering public shame. According to the Law and the social customs of those days, she could be denounced as an unchaste woman and become the object of severe punishment. Mary was in an extremely perilous and painful situation, in which she could lose her honor, her marriage, her family, and even her future.

      Joseph, too, did not know the cause of the pregnancy at first, and so he must have thought that Mary had betrayed him. Yet he intended to break off the relationship quietly, without exposing Mary before people and putting her to shame. At this point God, through the angel, let Joseph know that the baby conceived in Mary was of the Holy Spirit.

      

      Mary’s conception did not come from sin; it was brought about by the power of God. Jesus was not born of the seed of a human father; He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Mary entrusted herself to the will of God, taking on the great risk of misunderstanding and reproach from people.

      Therefore, Mary was outwardly in a situation where she could be misunderstood as an unchaste woman and her betrothal, her honor, and even her life could be threatened; but in reality she was the woman who had conceived the Christ according to God’s plan of salvation. God let Joseph know the truth, protected Mary, and clearly revealed that the birth of Jesus Christ was accomplished by the work of the Holy Spirit.

      • [QUESTION] 13. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 1:19, HOW DID JOSEPH DEAL WITH THE FACT OF MARY’S PREGNANCY?

      Joseph came to know that Mary was with child, but he did not yet know that it was of the Holy Spirit. Since Mary had conceived before living together with him, he must have thought that she had had relations with another man.

      Betrothal in those days amounted to a legal marriage relationship, and so ending it required the procedure of divorce. Because Joseph judged that Mary’s conduct had forsaken the betrothal relationship, he thought he could not marry her as things stood.

      Yet Joseph did not publicly accuse Mary or expose her before people to be put to shame. Had he done so, Mary could have been denounced as an unchaste woman and suffered great social disgrace and severe punishment. Joseph did not want this, and so he intended to end the betrothal quietly before witnesses.

      

      Joseph, who showed this attitude, was a just man and yet a man who had compassion on others. Even in a situation where he thought he had been wounded, he did not take emotional revenge or condemn Mary publicly. Within the bounds of what he knew, he tried to keep the Law of God while minimizing the harm Mary would suffer.

      But while Joseph was thinking about this, God sent the angel and let him know that Mary’s conception had come not from man but from the Holy Spirit. Thus his intent to put Mary away quietly was a plan he had made before he knew the truth.

      Therefore, Joseph agonized deeply when he learned of Mary’s pregnancy, and he intended to end the betrothal quietly without exposing her publicly. He was a just and prudent man who tried to keep his principles and yet to pity and protect the other person.

      • [QUESTION] 14. IN MATTHEW 1:20, WHAT HAPPENED WHILE JOSEPH THOUGHT ABOUT THESE THINGS?

      Joseph, having learned of Mary’s pregnancy, intended to end the betrothal quietly without exposing her publicly. But he did not act hastily, and while he was thinking deeply about this matter, God intervened.

      An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream, called Joseph “son of David,” and told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. This title reveals that Joseph belonged to the royal house of David, and that Jesus, whom Mary would bear, would be acknowledged as the son of David through Joseph’s legal line.

      

      The angel of the Lord let him know that the baby conceived in Mary had come not from another man but from the Holy Spirit. Through this, Joseph came to know that Mary had not betrayed him, and that her conception had been brought about by God’s power and plan.

      This revelation not only made Mary’s innocence clear, but also led Joseph to take part in God’s plan of salvation. Joseph was to protect Mary and the baby, and by naming the child Jesus, he was to accept Him as his own legal son.

      Thus, while Joseph was agonizing deeply, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream, removed his misunderstanding and fear, and commanded him to take Mary in as his wife. God let Joseph know the truth before he carried out his mistaken judgment, and guided him to become a man who served the birth of Jesus Christ.

      • [QUESTION] 15. IN MATTHEW 1:20, WHAT DOES IT SHOW THAT MARY’S CONCEPTION CAME NOT FROM MAN BUT FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT?

      Mary’s conception came not from man but from the Holy Spirit, and the birth of Jesus was accomplished not by an ordinary relationship between a man and a woman or by human planning, but by God’s power and will. Jesus was not born with Joseph as His fleshly father; He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

      This reveals that Jesus came to this earth as a true man and yet is fundamentally the Son of God. Since Jesus took on a real human body from Mary, He knows human weakness and could stand in for mankind; and at the same time, since He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit, He is the sinless Savior.

      

      This event also makes clear that human beings cannot produce salvation by their own strength or righteous deeds. Salvation began entirely from God. God sent His own Son to save mankind under sin, and fulfilled the work of salvation He had promised through the prophets.

      Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born without sin, later took all the sins of the world upon His own body with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, died shedding His blood on the Cross carrying those sins, and rose from death, completing the salvation. Therefore, the conception of Mary by the Holy Spirit confirms that Jesus is the Son of God and the only Savior who saves sinners.

      • [QUESTION] 16. IN MATTHEW 1:21, WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THE SON THAT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD MADE KNOWN TO JOSEPH?

      The name of the Son that the angel of the Lord made known to Joseph is “JESUS.” This name was not made up arbitrarily by Joseph or Mary; it is the name God Himself appointed through the angel.

      The name “JESUS” carries the meaning ‘the LORD saves’ or ‘God is salvation.’ This name reveals that Jesus is the Savior who came to this earth to save His people from sin.

      Jesus did not come simply to rescue people from disease, poverty, or political oppression. He came to save them from sin and its judgment, which human beings can never solve by themselves, and to give them the remission of sin and eternal life.

      

      Jesus took all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, and He received the judgment of sin by being crucified and dying, shedding His blood while carrying those sins. Then, by rising from death, He overcame the power of sin and death and completed the salvation. Those who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit receive the remission of sin and receive the Holy Spirit, being born again as God’s children.

      Therefore, the name “JESUS” that the angel of the Lord made known reveals both His identity and His mission. Jesus is the Son whom God sent, and the true Savior who saves His people from all their sins.

      • [QUESTION] 17. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 1:21, WHOM DOES JESUS SAVE?

      According to verse 21, Jesus saves “His people” from their sins. Here, His people means those who belong to Jesus—that is, those who believe in and accept the salvation Jesus accomplished.

      Jesus first came among Israel as the son of Abraham and of David. The expression His people therefore refers first to the people of Israel, who received God’s covenant. But no one is saved merely on the ground of being a fleshly descendant of Abraham.

      The salvation of Jesus is not confined to the one nation of Israel. Whether Jew or Gentile, all who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit become the people of Jesus. One becomes His people not by origin, nationality, status, or works, but by faith in the salvation Jesus Christ accomplished.

      

      Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, was judged and died on the Cross carrying those sins, and rose from death, completing the salvation. Those who believe in this gospel are saved from all their sins, receive the remission of sin and the Holy Spirit, and are born again as God’s children.

      Therefore, His people whom Jesus saves are not simply a particular nation or people who have done many good deeds. They are all those who believe in their hearts in the salvation Jesus accomplished with the water and the Spirit and so have come to belong to Him.

      • [QUESTION] 18. WHY IS THE WORD OF THE PROPHET QUOTED IN MATTHEW 1:22?

      Matthew quoted the word of the prophet in verse 22 to make clear that Mary’s conception and the birth of Jesus were not accidental events, but the fulfillment of what God had prophesied and planned long before.

      The word Matthew quoted is the prophecy delivered by the prophet Isaiah. This prophecy announced in advance that the virgin would bear a Son and that He would be called Immanuel. The event in which Mary conceived Jesus by the Holy Spirit before living with a man was the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy.

      The quotation of this word confirms the fact that the birth of Jesus was not an ordinary birth brought about by human will or ability, but was accomplished by the power of God. Jesus was not born of a human father; He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

      

      This quotation also confirms that Jesus is the Christ promised in the Old Testament. God spoke in advance of the coming of the Savior through the prophets, and when the appointed time came, He sent Jesus Christ according to that promise. The prophecy of the Old Testament and its fulfillment in the New Testament are thus connected within God’s one plan of salvation.

      In the Gospel of Matthew, explanations like this—that what happened in the life of Jesus fulfilled the word of the prophets—appear repeatedly. Especially for readers who knew the Old Testament, this becomes sure evidence that Jesus is truly the Christ they had been waiting for.

      Therefore, the reason the word of the prophet is quoted in verse 22 is to testify that the conception of Jesus by the Holy Spirit and His birth fulfilled God’s prophecy, and that Jesus is the Christ whom God promised and the Son of God who is with us.

      • [QUESTION] 19. REGARDING MATTHEW 1:23, WHAT WAS THE BACKGROUND OF THE TIME WHEN ISAIAH 7:14 PROPHESIED, “THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON”?

      The prophecy of Isaiah chapter 7 was given at a time when Jerusalem was under a great military threat in the days of Ahaz, king of Judah. As Assyria was expanding its power, Syria and northern Israel allied themselves to resist it. When Ahaz, king of Judah, did not join their alliance, the two nations attacked Judah.

      Rezin king of Syria and Pekah king of northern Israel intended to seize Jerusalem and set up the son of Tabel, a man not belonging to the house of David, as a new king. When Ahaz and the people of Judah heard this news, they feared that the dynasty of David would collapse and the nation would perish.

      

      At that time God sent the prophet Isaiah to Ahaz and told him not to fear but to believe in God. The plan of Syria and northern Israel would not succeed, and God would protect the house of David; so Ahaz was to rely on God’s promise rather than on human military power or foreign help.

      God told Ahaz to ask for a sign as proof that He would fulfill His promise. But Ahaz refused, saying outwardly that he would not test God. This answer came not from godly faith, but because he had already set his heart on relying on the power of Assyria instead of God.

      So God gave a sign not only to Ahaz personally but to the whole house of David. The prophecy that the virgin would conceive and bear a Son, and that His name would be called Immanuel, was the promise that God would be with His people and would preserve the dynasty of David. In the crisis of those days, it also carried the meaning of a sign that the threat of Syria and northern Israel would disappear before that child grew old enough to discern good and evil.

      But this prophecy looked beyond the political crisis of those days to the Christ who was to come. Even after the house of David went through many crises and the captivity in Babylon, God preserved the line, and at last the virgin Mary conceived Jesus by the Holy Spirit, fulfilling this prophecy ultimately.

      Therefore, Isaiah’s prophecy was the word given in a crisis when the dynasty of David seemed about to collapse under the invasion of Syria and northern Israel. It was the prophecy that God would keep the promise He gave to David and be with His people, and that He would at last send Jesus Christ, who is Immanuel.

      

      • [QUESTION] 20. REGARDING MATTHEW 1:23, WHAT DOCTRINAL SIGNIFICANCE DOES THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST HOLD?

      The virgin birth of Jesus Christ means that Jesus was born not by human will or by an ordinary relationship between a man and a woman, but was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. This is a very important doctrine in the Christian faith for understanding Jesus’ divinity and humanity, His sinlessness, and His saving work.

      First, the virgin birth confirms that Jesus is the Son of God who has existed from all eternity. Jesus is not One who first began to exist in Mary; He was with God from the beginning, and He came into this world in the flesh to save mankind.

      Second, the virgin birth confirms that Jesus is true God and at the same time true man. Since Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, He is the Son of God; and since He was born in the flesh of Mary, He has a real human body and nature. Therefore, He is the perfect Mediator between God and man.

      Third, it reveals the sinlessness of Jesus. Jesus was conceived holy by the work of the Holy Spirit and was born without sin. This does not mean that a normal marital relationship or childbirth itself is sin; it means that the birth of Jesus was a special work of God, distinguished from the birth of human beings under sin. Jesus, who is without sin, is the only Savior who takes on the sins of sinners and saves them.

      Fourth, the virgin birth confirms that salvation began not from human effort or ability, but from God. Human beings cannot produce a savior for themselves or solve their own sins. God Himself worked through the Holy Spirit and opened the way of salvation by sending His Son.

      

      Fifth, the virgin birth confirms that Jesus is the Christ promised in the Old Testament. The prophecy that the virgin would bear a Son was fulfilled through Mary, and as Joseph accepted Jesus as his legal son, Jesus was acknowledged as the lawful descendant who would succeed to the throne of David.

      The virgin birth is also the starting point of Jesus’ saving work. The sinless Son of God came in the flesh, took all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, was judged and died on the Cross carrying those sins, and rose from death, completing the salvation.

      Therefore, the virgin birth of Jesus Christ reveals that He is the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit, Immanuel who came as a true man, and the sinless Savior. This doctrine confirms the fact that Jesus is the only Christ who possesses the qualification and the power to save sinners.

      • [QUESTION] 21. EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF THE NAME “IMMANUEL” IN MATTHEW 1:23.

      “Immanuel (עִמָּנוּאֵל)” means in Hebrew, “God with us.” This name reveals that Jesus is not merely a prophet who taught about God, but God Himself who came among people in the flesh.

      Jesus is the Son of God who has existed from all eternity, but He was born of the virgin Mary as a true man to save mankind. In Jesus, who is Immanuel, the divinity of God and the humanity of man appeared together, and the invisible God entered into history to dwell with people.

      

      Immanuel also holds the promise that God does not abandon His people but is with them and saves them. Human beings, who had become far from God because of sin, could not come to God by themselves; but God first came to sinners and opened the way of salvation.

      The names “JESUS” and “Immanuel” do not refer to two different persons. “JESUS” reveals His mission of saving His people from their sins, and “Immanuel” reveals the fact that the One who accomplishes that salvation is God with us. Even though Jesus was not ordinarily called Immanuel, the meaning of this name was completely fulfilled through His existence and His work.

      The promise of Immanuel does not apply only to the time of Jesus’ birth. The risen Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to those who believe in the gospel, has them born again as God’s children, and is always with them. The Gospel of Matthew proclaims Immanuel at the birth of Jesus, and it ends with the promise that the Lord will continue to be with His disciples.

      Therefore, Immanuel means that Jesus is God who came among us in the flesh, the One who saves His people from their sins and is with them forever through the Holy Spirit.

      • [QUESTION] 22. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 1:24–25, HOW DID JOSEPH ACT AFTER WAKING FROM SLEEP?

      After waking from sleep, Joseph immediately obeyed as the angel of the Lord had commanded. He abandoned his plan to break off the relationship with Mary quietly, and took her in as his wife.

      Joseph believed the word of God given through the angel and obeyed it accordingly. Although he might face people’s misunderstanding and reproach, he considered following God’s will more important than his own honor. He also accepted the responsibility of protecting Mary and the baby in her womb.

      

      Joseph did not have marital relations with Mary until Jesus was born. This clearly shows that Mary’s conception had come not from Joseph but from the Holy Spirit, and that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary.

      When the baby was born, Joseph named Him Jesus as the angel of the Lord had directed. In those days, for a father to name a child was the act of officially accepting that child as a member of his family. By this, Joseph accepted Jesus as his legal son, and Jesus was acknowledged as the son of David according to Joseph’s line.

      Therefore, after waking from sleep, Joseph took Mary in as his wife, did not have marital relations with her until Jesus was born, and named the baby Jesus when He was born. His conduct was prompt and responsible obedience that believed the word of God and laid down his own thoughts.
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            JESUS CHRIST, THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 1:1-5 >

      “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse.”

      • GOD’S PLAN TO MAKE US HIS CHILDREN

      The One whom God the Father sent to this earth as the Savior who would save us mankind from sin is Jesus Christ. To save us human beings, God the Father did not send an angel, nor did He send any other capable creature. To save us, God the Father sent His own Son Jesus Christ as our Savior. God has given us the remission of sin through His Son Jesus Christ.

      Matthew 1:1 says, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” The genealogy of Jesus Christ speaks of the world in which one becomes a child of God through faith. Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Just as Jesus is the Son of God, God the Father sent His Son Jesus Christ and saved us in order to make us His children as well. This Word reveals by what faith we become children of God the Father.

      

      • WE BECOME GOD’S CHILDREN BY BELIEVING IN JESUS CHRIST, THE KING OF KINGS

      The Word here speaks first of the son of Abraham and the son of David. It means that if we want to become God’s children, if we want to become kings, we must first have faith like Abraham’s. Abraham was a man who believed the word of God when it was beyond hope. It was something utterly impossible to hope for by human thinking, but he believed because God had spoken it. This is the faith of Abraham.

      Abraham’s wife was over eighty years old, and Abraham himself was ninety-nine, so they could not possibly have a baby. Yet God promised Abraham that He would make his descendants as many as the stars of heaven. Genesis chapter 15 shows that Abraham believed that word. Just as it is written, “He believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness” (Genesis 15:6), Abraham was acknowledged as righteous by God the Father through believing the word of God. That is how Abraham became the forefather of our faith. We, too, like Abraham, enter the genealogy of Jesus Christ—the world of the children of God the Father—by believing the word of God.

      

      Then what is it that we believe? God the Father sent His Son Jesus to this earth as our Savior. And Jesus, by receiving baptism from John the Baptist at the Jordan River, had all the sins of mankind passed on to Him and took them upon Himself; carrying those sins, He shed His blood and died on the Cross and rose again. “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3:13–17).

      Our Savior, whom God the Father alone sent, received baptism from John at the Jordan River like this and had all our sins passed on to Him. Then, carrying those sins, He received the judgment in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, rose again from the dead in three days, testified of Himself for forty days, ascended to heaven, and will come again. We who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which the Son of God accomplished on this earth, have also become children of God the Father.

      This Gospel of Matthew is the gospel of the King. If we want to enter the world where we become sons of God, we must have faith like Abraham’s. Do you believe that Jesus is our Savior whom God the Father sent to save us? Is there any other savior in the whole universe besides Jesus Christ? The question is whether you believe, as your Savior, that Jesus Christ—the Son of God, the King of kings—came to this earth in the flesh, received baptism from John at the Jordan River and had our sins passed on to Him, shed His blood and died on the Cross, rose again in three days after His death, ascended to heaven, and will come again. The only One who can save us from sin is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, alone. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

      

      Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has saved us from all sins. No other man, no creature with any kind of power, is the savior who saved us. This must be clearly established in our hearts and minds. The Word, the Holy Spirit, and God the Father testify that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is our Savior.

      When it says the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of Abraham and the son of David, what does the son of David mean? God promised that among the twelve sons of Jacob, He would have the kings continue through the son named Judah. So God appointed the descendants of David as kings forever. If we have faith like Abraham’s and believe the Word, we become sons of David—that is, kings. We become God’s children. By this faith we become children of God the Father and enter His world.

      • RAHAB THE HARLOT AND TAMAR, WHO ENTERED THE GENEALOGY

      Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Abraham had no child, but as he prayed to God, God gave him a child, and he begot Isaac. Isaac also had no child, but he prayed to God and obtained a child. He obtained him through faith in God. Now let us look at verse 5: “Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.”

      

      We do not know everything about all the people who appear here. But what is clear is that they are the saints who became God’s children in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, and they are kings. Yet in that genealogy of those who came into the genealogy of Jesus Christ and became kings and God’s children, we also find the name of a harlot called Rahab. And Ruth, a Moabite—a Gentile woman—also appears. Rahab was a harlot. How could a harlot come into the world of God’s children? Rahab came into the world where one becomes a child of God, through faith. The Word is telling us that the only way into the world where one becomes God’s child is faith. God the Father tells us that it was not by works, but by believing the word of God and believing His Son Jesus Christ as her own Savior, that she was brought into the world of God’s children. What did Rahab the harlot have that was the least bit admirable? Even a harlot receives the remission of sin when she believes this gospel. Even a harlot becomes a child of God by faith. The way to become a child of God is not man’s works but faith.

      The Bible also tells of another unusual woman: a woman named Tamar. Who was Tamar? She was Judah’s daughter-in-law. If we went by works, how could a daughter-in-law who bore a child by her father-in-law come into the world of the children of the holy God, the world of the righteous? But Tamar, too, came into the world of the righteous by believing the word God had promised.

      Under the law of the nation of Israel, if the firstborn son died without a child, his parents had the responsibility to give the second son to the first daughter-in-law so that the family line would continue. Tamar married Judah’s firstborn son, but that firstborn did what was evil before God and died without even causing her to conceive a child. The father-in-law gave the second son to Tamar, but the second son, knowing that the baby to be born would not become his own child, kept Tamar from conceiving, and God regarded him as wicked and put him to death. Next, Judah meant to give her the third son, but he was too young. So the father-in-law promised his daughter-in-law that when his son was fully grown, he would give him to her. The woman Tamar waited with single-hearted devotion.

      

      Tamar has no sin. Tamar believed the promise and waited. But even when the son was fully grown, the father-in-law would not give him to her. So Tamar devised a plan. She put on clothes like a harlot’s that covered her face and sat by the roadside. After his wife died, when the day came for shearing his sheep, Judah went out to the distant fields, saw that woman by the road, desired her, promised to give her something in payment, and lay with her. Not having cash at the time, he left his seal and his staff as a pledge. Later, when Tamar conceived and her belly grew, in the father-in-law’s eyes his daughter-in-law had become pregnant though he had not given her his son. Under the law of the nation of Israel, adultery was punished by death. So he had the people of the town drag Tamar out to burn her to death, but Tamar said that the man who had made her pregnant was the owner of that staff and the owner of that seal. They were Judah’s. Judah shut his mouth, the baby Tamar bore was raised well, and Tamar in effect became the wife of her father-in-law.

      Yet the Bible included this Tamar in the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham—in that world of God. Judah begot Perez and Zerah, twins, by Tamar. This woman Tamar believed the word that God had established, handed down in the nation of Israel. By believing the Word she bore children and was brought into that line. The people of Israel, too, said that Judah had done wrong in this matter and that Tamar was a woman of faith. No one could say to Tamar that she had done wrong. Because she believed the word of God, she was in effect asking: why do you not give me children, why do you keep me from bearing a child, when you clearly ought to give me your son? Tamar acted as she did because she believed the Word, and the Bible does not rebuke Tamar over this.

      • GOD’S CHILDREN BY FAITH, NOT BY WORKS

      

      Becoming God’s children does not require that our conduct be holy. The Bible clearly says, the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham. Jesus Christ removed our sins just as He had promised in His Word, and those who believe in that salvation become children of God the Father. Through this Word we must clearly know that by believing in Jesus Christ our Savior we become righteous, people without any sin at all. We should know that the Bible is telling us that the faith we believe with is right.

      The claim that one must be sanctified while believing in Jesus in order to become righteous is all a lie. Not one such person has come into this genealogy. Abraham was a man who deceived others by calling his wife his sister and gave her away, and Isaac gave his wife away in the same manner. Humanly speaking, they were full of faults. Tamar bore a child by her father-in-law, Rahab was originally a harlot, and Ruth was a Gentile woman. People with faults that could never, humanly speaking, be listed in the genealogy of Jesus Christ—of God’s children—are listed in the genealogy of those who became God’s children. This came about by faith. It came about by believing the word of God and believing in our Savior. Our works do not enter into it even 0.0001 percent.

      We became God’s children by clearly believing in Jesus Christ, the Son of God the Father, as our Savior. We did not become God’s children by doing even a little well through our own works, nor did we become God’s children by living even a little more holily after believing in Jesus Christ. It is entirely because Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became our Savior and removed all our sins that we became God’s children through faith. Do you believe? That is exactly what the Word is saying.

      

      • THE WILL HE PLANNED FOR US BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD

      We call God our Father, and we call the Son of God our Lord and our Savior. And we also call the Holy Spirit God. God the Father planned the salvation, and according to that plan He sent His Son Jesus Christ to this earth, saved us from all sins, and made Him our Savior. We believe in that Jesus Christ recorded in the Word, and as the Holy Spirit acknowledges that what we believe is right, we have become God’s children completely through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. So God is one, but in heaven above there are three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

      God the Father is the Father of Jesus Christ and also our Father, and Jesus is our Savior. Just as Jesus Christ is the Son of God the Father, we too become God’s children by believing in His Son. By what does this come about? It comes about by the word of God; when we believe the word of God, God the Holy Spirit pours out His Spirit into our hearts, and we become God’s children by the Word and the Spirit. This is the Trinity. Do you see who God the Father is, and the fact that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is our only Savior? We must know the fact that the Holy Spirit seals in our hearts, as right, the faith that believes in the Son of God. We who have believed this Word have become children of God the Father and have entered His world.

      

      All of this came about according to the will that God the Father, together with His Son Jesus Christ and God the Holy Spirit, planned for us before the foundation of the world, to make us His children and His people. This did not happen by chance. It happened under the plan of God the Father. That is why this Gospel of Matthew is the gospel of the King. We, too, have become kings by believing in Jesus Christ. The Bible even calls those who have the Holy Spirit—those who have received the remission of sin—gods. That is how different the spirit is. Those who have received the evil spirit of the world and those who have received the Spirit by which one becomes God’s child are different. Even if both say they believe in Jesus, they are different. Because within us we believe in our Savior Jesus Christ, we have received the remission of all our sins. We believe and acknowledge everything the Lord did when He came to this earth, without leaving out a single thing. That is why we have become sons of God the Father through the Son of God.

      Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. After David the king comes Solomon, and from then on only kings keep coming. Who is that King? It is Jesus Christ, the King of kings. And who are those who believe in that King of kings and have received salvation? Just as it is written,“As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12), it is you and me. A son of God the Father is a king. Jesus is our Savior and our Lord, the Father of Jesus is our Father, and we, too, are kings over all creation. We have come to enter that world of God the Father by believing this Word, by believing in our Savior. We give thanks before the Lord.
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            THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH ONE CAN ENTER ONLY BY FAITH

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 1:1-6 >

      “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.”

      • “THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST”

      Among the four Gospels, the Gospel of Matthew comes first. Matthew 1:1 says, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” And the reason the genealogy is read on down from verse 2 is to tell how the genealogy of Jesus Christ unfolded and who came into that world. Whatever book of the Bible we read, we must know what that Word is mainly saying, focus on that, and hear and preach the Word accordingly.

      

      Then what kind of world is the genealogy of Jesus Christ? The genealogy of Jesus Christ is the world where one becomes a king by faith. Abraham is the representative of faith, and David is of the royal line. And Jesus was born into this earth in the flesh, inheriting the lineage of Abraham and David according to the flesh. That is why the Word says, the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.

      • NO ONE CAN GO TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BY WORKS

      Then how can one come into the genealogy of Jesus Christ? Verse 2 says that Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, Jacob begot Judah and his brothers, and Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar. It is speaking about the people who came into Jesus Christ. First, how did Isaac, Abraham’s son, come in? Just as God had said to Abraham that He would give him children as many as the stars of heaven, Abraham begot Isaac according to that word. Whether Abraham or Isaac or Jacob or Judah or Perez or Zerah or Hezron or Ram or Amminadab or Nahshon or Salmon or Rahab, everyone recorded in this genealogy before Jesus Christ came entered God’s genealogy by faith; and Isaac, too, entered by the word God gave to Abraham and by Abraham’s faith that believed that word.

      Abraham left his native land and his father’s house at the age of seventy-five. And in the twenty-fifth year he begot Isaac. Abraham had no child, but God promised to give him a child. God called Abraham outside and told him to look up at the sky. In those ancient days without any pollution, how many stars there must have been in the sky! God had him look at all those stars and said that He would make his descendants as many as these. He said this to Abraham, who had not a single child, and Abraham looked up at them and believed what God had said to him.

      

      In fact, his wife could not bear a single child. Unable to keep waiting, she even sent her maidservant in to her husband and obtained Ishmael. Ishmael was about fourteen years old when Isaac was born. In truth, Isaac was someone who could not have come into the world of God. But God spoke to Abraham, and through Abraham’s believing what God had said, Isaac came into the genealogy of Jesus Christ, into the world of God.

      Second, Jacob. Isaac begot Jacob. Jacob, too, was in fact someone who could not come into the world of God. Isaac and his wife also had no child. When they prayed before God, God gave them children, and there were twins in the womb. Even while they were in the womb, God said, “The older shall serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23). The twins were born; Esau was the older and Jacob the younger. Esau hunted well, was manly, and did everything well. Jacob was cunning, wicked, and sly. Yet today’s passage says that Isaac begot Jacob. Isaac had two sons; how is it that the younger son was put into the genealogy and the older son was left out of it? Those who come into the genealogy of Jesus Christ, into the kingdom of God, come in by faith, like Abraham. That is what it is saying.

      

      Jacob was cunning and wicked, but he listened to his mother’s words and believed them just as they were. His father did not favor Jacob; it was his mother who loved him. In the Bible, a woman speaks of the Church. The mother knew all about the father’s intention to pray a blessing over the older brother, and she went to Jacob and told him: your father is going to bless your older brother, so hurry and catch a young goat from the backyard and bring it—I know your father’s taste well, so I will quickly make him a delicious dish. Wrap that goatskin around your neck and around your arms. And say that you are Esau. Jacob said: my brother is hairy and rough all over, and my skin is smooth—how can I tell such a lie? What if I bring a curse on myself? The mother said: do not worry. If you are found out and cursed, this mother will take all that curse. Just trust your mother’s words and go.

      So Jacob and his mother worked together. When Jacob caught and brought the goat, the mother made the delicacy his father liked and put it in her son’s hands. And saying that the father was old and blind and would recognize him by touch and smell, she had him go in wearing his older brother’s clothes. You certainly know the word that tells us not to lie, yet this story of a mother making her son lie appears in Genesis. And Jacob did as he was told and received the blessing. Does that mean the Bible is wrong? No. This speaks of human weakness. All human beings are like Jacob. We give generous marks when it is someone else’s affair, but when the problem lands on us, we cannot bear it at all. As the saying goes, another’s grave illness matters less to us than our own cold; when we ourselves catch a cold, what a fuss we make! If we tried to speak of each of these people one by one there would be no end, so to give the overall flow: Jacob, by believing his mother’s words, took hold of God’s blessing and came into the genealogy of Jesus Christ.

      And Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Jacob begot one daughter and twelve sons. Then why is Judah singled out here? Judah is of the royal line. Through this royal line of Judah, David the king and the kings of Israel kept coming, and that royal lineage was carried on. And it says that Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar. Judah carried on his own line through his daughter-in-law.

      

      Could such a thing really happen? That people like Judah, Tamar, Jacob, Rahab, Ruth, David, and Solomon came into the kingdom of God, into that world, is impossible to imagine humanly. When we really come to know this Bible, carrying on one’s seed through a daughter-in-law is, humanly speaking, a story that makes us frown. In the world, even if such a thing did happen, people would hurry to cover it up and be rid of it. All those who came into the world of God came in by faith. No one can enter the kingdom of heaven, the world of God, by his own works. No one can. The Word is saying that Tamar and Judah and David and Solomon and Rahab and Abraham—none of them could enter by works—and that they all entered the world of God by believing the word of God.

      • THE CHURCH IS WHERE UNWORTHY PEOPLE COME AND RECEIVE THE REMISSION OF SIN

      So we must focus rightly on the Bible. If someone comes to church saying, I will become a good person; I quit drinking since coming to church, I quit smoking—if that is how one comes to church, he has come wrongly. Such a person had better go into the mountains and become a disciple of Buddha. Yet however much one tries that way, sin does not disappear. The church is the place that leads unworthy people to come, to hear and believe the Word that Jesus has removed all their sins through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, to receive the remission of all the sins of their whole lifetime, to become righteous people without sin, and so to enter the kingdom of heaven. That is what we come to church for. It is unworthy people who come to church; a person so good and holy that he never sins in heart or deed does not come to church. Some people mistakenly think: since I am such a bad person, I should attend church for a while to become good. Coming to church in order to become good is a great misunderstanding.

      

      • TAMAR, RAHAB, AND RUTH, WHO ENTERED THE GENEALOGY BY FAITH

      Tamar was Judah’s daughter-in-law. Judah took a daughter-in-law for his firstborn son and married them, but Judah’s firstborn son, Er, was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD put him to death. Scripture does not specify the exact nature of Er’s wickedness. Onan, however, deliberately prevented Tamar from conceiving because he did not want to provide offspring for his brother. God saw this as very evil and put him to death. Among the people of Israel there was a law that if an older brother died without a child, a younger brother who was not yet married had to take the widowed sister-in-law and carry on his brother’s seed. So the second son lived with Tamar. But the second son did not care for Tamar either, and did everything he could to keep her from bearing a child. For a man or a woman, failing to carry on one’s line was regarded as so grave a matter as to be a curse from God, yet that is how he behaved. So he, too, was put to death before God. There was a third son, but he was still a young child. The daughter-in-law was getting on in years while the third son was too young, so the father-in-law Judah promised his daughter-in-law that when his third son was grown, he would have him marry her. Tamar believed that.

      

      Much time passed. Tamar was now well along in years, and when she read her father-in-law’s intentions, the son had grown quite up, yet far from giving him to her, he meant not to give him at all. Since he simply would not give him, she used a plan. The people of Israel raise livestock. Tamar heard the news that her father-in-law’s sheep-shearing day had come. Sheep-shearing day is like our harvest day. Hearing the news first, Tamar put on the clothes harlots wear, covered her face entirely, sat by the road and waited, and called out as her father-in-law passed by: come, rest a while. Judah was a man whose wife had died long before. To Judah she looked like a woman who could be had for payment, but as it happened he had not gone up with any money. So, as one leaves an article at a pawnshop, he left his seal and his staff as a pledge, and without even knowing she was his daughter-in-law, the thing simply happened.

      Judah sheared and sold the wool, returned home, caught his breath, and sent a friend to give the woman the payment and bring back his seal and staff. But when the friend went, the woman was not there. When he asked the people of the town, they said there was no such woman in that town. While Judah was inwardly fretting that something serious had happened, one day someone came and reported that his daughter-in-law’s belly was beginning to swell. When Judah went and looked, About three months later, word reached Judah that Tamar was pregnant. Judah had completely forgotten what he himself had done three months earlier. So he immediately had people drag his daughter-in-law out to kill her, asking who had done this to her. Tamar answered that the man who had made her conceive was the owner of that seal and the owner of that staff. Judah’s name was engraved on that seal, and everyone in the town knew that the staff was Judah’s.

      

      Judah sent away all the people who were about to kill her and said: I did it; you are right—far more right than I. To carry on the line of Judah’s house, since he would not give her the brother-in-law, the seed had to be carried on somehow, and the daughter-in-law did so by faith. The people of the town all learned the truth and had nothing to say. It was judged that Judah was in the wrong and Tamar was right, and the people who had picked up stones all put them down and went home. Tamar safely gave birth to the twins Perez and Zerah. That is how the line was carried on.

      And it says that Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab. The woman Rahab was a Gentile. She was a harlot of the region of Jericho in the land of Canaan. How could that harlot come into the genealogy of Jesus Christ? This woman Rahab, too, came in by faith. When the spies of the nation of Israel came into Jericho, Rahab had already heard what the LORD had done for Israel, and because she believed what she had heard, she hid the spies. that the LORD God is the true God of the whole universe, the God who brought the people of Israel out of Egypt and buried all the soldiers of Egypt in the Red Sea, the God who kept them through the forty years in the wilderness. Hearing this, Rahab truly wanted to serve the LORD God as her own God and receive Him into her heart.

      Rahab’s house was a place where people came and went and talked, so the spies could slip in and hear all about the situation inside the city. Rahab hid the spies on the roof of her house so that they could return safely to their own country, and she made a covenant with them: promise that when you enter this land, you will surely spare me and my house. They promised to spare her. Let down a scarlet cord from your house; then your house will never be struck. But if you go outside your house, you too will be killed. So they made the covenant. Afterward the people of Israel came in and marched around the city of Jericho once a day, and on the last day they marched around it seven times and blew the trumpets. Then the wall collapsed flat, inside and out. But Rahab’s house on the wall did not fall, and Rahab’s family and all the people inside that house were all saved.

      

      Those who have entered into God, into Jesus Christ, and received the remission of sin were all saved by faith. They were all saved not by their own works but by faith that believed what God had said. The woman Ruth is the same. Ruth was a Moabite woman. Her mother-in-law Naomi had two sons, and both sons died, and the father-in-law died too. Three widows lived together in the land of Moab, and when the mother-in-law returned to her homeland Israel, her daughter-in-law Ruth followed her. Saying, your God shall be my God and your people shall be my people, she followed in faith and received and believed the LORD God as her own God. So she later married a man of standing named Boaz, and through their descendants came David the king.

      And who was it that bore Solomon? A woman named Bathsheba—Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah. Under David the king there was a soldier named Uriah, and that soldier’s wife was Bathsheba. The child David begot by taking that Bathsheba was Solomon. Yet where have all these people entered? They have entered the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Everyone in the genealogy of Adam is a sinner, but everyone who has come into the genealogy of Jesus Christ is a righteous person who has received the remission of sin by faith.

      • WITH WHAT FAITH DO WE ENTER THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST?

      

      Then how can you and I today enter the genealogy of Jesus Christ? We enter by faith. Then by what faith do we enter? We enter by faith that believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Then what is the water? In the Old Testament there was the Tabernacle, and there was the law of sacrifice in it. When the people of Israel sinned, there was the law of sacrifice by which they brought an unblemished offering such as a sheep or a goat, laid their hands on its head, and passed their sins onto it. They passed on their sins, killed the animal, took its blood, put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and poured out the rest of the blood on the ground. For the daily sins committed each day, they laid hands on an unblemished offering like this to pass on their sins, and the priest offered the sacrifice on their behalf; and for a whole year’s sins, on the tenth day of the seventh month, the High Priest Aaron laid his hands on the offering on behalf of the people of Israel and passed their sins onto it, and all the sins that had piled up for a year were remitted cleanly in a single day. There had to be the High Priest, there had to be the offering, and the sinner had to pass on his sins by the laying on of hands without fail.

      Then what happens in the New Testament? In the New Testament, Jesus was the sacrificial offering, and John the Baptist, like the High Priest of the Old Testament, was the representative of all the people of this world, the spiritual High Priest. John the Baptist was born into this world six months ahead of Jesus. He was born by God’s special grace through Zacharias, an aged priest of the line of Aaron who was serving in the office of priest, and his name was John. Because that John gave baptism to Jesus and baptized people, later generations call him John the Baptist. And Jesus said that the Elijah whom God had promised in the Old Testament to send was none other than John the Baptist.

      Just as Elijah led the people of Israel back to the LORD God, John the Baptist came with the spirit and power of Elijah and, by giving baptism to Jesus at the Jordan River, passed on to Jesus Christ not only the sins of Israel but all the sins of the whole world. And Jesus received baptism from John, had all the sins of mankind passed on to Him, carried those sins of the world, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again, saving all mankind. Those who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit enter the kingdom of God.

      

      Let us look at Matthew chapter 3. “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness’” (Matthew 3:13–15). Jesus received baptism from John at the Jordan River like this and had the sins of the world passed on to Him; carrying those sins, He shed His blood and died on the Cross and rose again in three days, fulfilling all righteousness. After that baptism, when Jesus came up immediately from the water, the heavens were opened and the Spirit of God descended like a dove and alighted upon Him, and a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

      Jesus, as the very first work of His public ministry, received baptism from John, and carrying the sins of the world that were passed on to Him through that baptism, He died on the Cross and rose again, saving us. Then why was the first work of His public ministry baptism? We must know the reason. That baptism was needed to fulfill all righteousness—that is, for Him to have all the sins of the world passed on to Him through John the Baptist. Verse 15 says, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’” Since Jesus commanded, John the Baptist could not help but give Him baptism just as He had said.

      

      Then what does this baptism mean? First, it has the meaning of being washed. It is the character 洗, meaning ‘to wash.’ Next, it means to be buried, and it means that sin passes over, that sin is transferred. Unraveling it from the end, it is like this: when John the Baptist gave baptism to Jesus, all the sins of mankind passed over to Jesus; then what had to happen to Jesus, who had received those sins passed on to Him? He had to die. Jesus received our sins and three years later died on the Cross. That is the meaning of being buried. Since Jesus received all the sins of the world passed on to Him, died, and rose again in three days, the sins of you and me who have believed in that Jesus have been washed away clean. Not one of our sins remains. That is what it means.

      While believing in Jesus, we must know and believe the reason why Jesus was baptized. If we believe without knowing the reason—supposing He just received it for no reason, or received it out of humility—we believe in Jesus in vain. In “thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” in Matthew 3:15, “thus” is houtos (οὕτως) in Greek and ‘righteousness’ is dikaiosynē (δικαιοσύνη); this houtos is an adverb meaning that doing it in this way is the most fitting way to accomplish what is right, and that it cannot be otherwise.

      Then why was that baptism needed? Just as the sacrificial offering of the Old Testament received sins passed on through the laying on of the High Priest’s hands, Jesus—the Lamb of God whom God the Father sent to take away the sin of the world—received baptism from John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, and so had all the sins of this world passed on to Him; that very thing was taking on the sins of all people and was the right work that fulfills all righteousness. “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) That is why Jesus received baptism from John. If Jesus had not received that baptism, your sins and mine would remain as they are. Jesus died on the Cross because He had our sins passed on to Him and took them upon Himself through the baptism He received from John at the Jordan River, and by rising from that death in three days He completed our salvation.

      

      Why baptism? Your sins are the sins you commit until the end of the world, until you die—beginning with the original sin inherited from your mother’s womb, on to the actual sins you commit daily by your deeds after birth. The Bible sums up all these sins in one phrase: the sin of the world. Original sin and actual sins are all included in what it calls the sin of the world. It was fitting, He said, for Him to receive all of it—that sin of the world, all sins—passed on to Him through John. That is why Jesus received baptism from John, and when Jesus was baptized, God the Father testified: This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. My Son has received all your sins passed on to Him through John, the servant I sent. John is spiritually the High Priest of mankind. Jesus, who received sins passed on through that High Priest, shed His blood and died on the Cross and rose again in three days, and so solved all those sins.

      If we believe in Jesus without knowing these things, we believe in vain. While believing in Jesus, do not merely say, let us live kindly, let us live good lives; and do not tell stories like, if you pray much, a woman who cannot bear a child will bear one. Some pastor says that when he prayed for wives who could not bear children, they bore many children, and that if he prays for someone, she is certain to bear a child. How is that different from the old saying that if you go to a Buddhist temple and offer devotions, you will bear a child? We are already crushed to death under sin as it is—do we fail to live rightly because we do not know how? We know it all and still cannot live rightly. The Word says, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). At church we must hand over the heavy burden of sin entirely to Jesus Christ through the baptism Jesus received from John, and escape the judgment by believing the Word that Jesus Christ received the judgment on the Cross in our place and rose again. That is the right faith.

      

      The name Jesus Christ means Savior. “She will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Then what does it say Jesus came to this earth to do? He came to save us from the sin of the world. Then how did He save us? Jesus came to this earth in the flesh and had all the sins of this world passed on to Him by receiving baptism from John at the Jordan River. And He went to the Cross, received the judgment, and rose from death, saving you and me from sin and judgment. This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit; this is God’s salvation; this is God’s love. So Jesus has let us enter the genealogy of Jesus Christ by faith. This is what it is to be born again of water and the Spirit.

      • THE TESTIMONY OF THE WATER, THE BLOOD, AND THE SPIRIT

      Then, to see how we enter the genealogy of Jesus Christ like those forefathers of faith of old, let us look at 1 John chapter 5. “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one –ASV” (1 John 5:4–8). God, who is the Spirit, came to this earth in human flesh. And our Lord received baptism from John at the Jordan River and had all your sins and mine passed on to Him, received the judgment on the Cross, and rose again in three days from death, saving us.

      

      The birth of Jesus into this world, His receiving baptism, His death on the Cross, and His rising again from death were all for your salvation and mine. How do we enter the world of God? Like Isaac, like Jacob, like Rahab, like Ruth, like Judah, like Tamar, like Bathsheba, like David and Solomon—we enter not by not sinning, but by faith. We enter by faith that believes in the water and the blood and the Spirit of Jesus.

      Jesus was born into this earth in human flesh. And at the age of thirty He received baptism from John at the Jordan River. The Jordan River is the river of death. For us, who because of sin had to die and be destroyed, to bring us into the kingdom of heaven, the Lord received baptism from John, the representative of mankind, in that river of death, took all our sins upon Himself, and shed His blood on the Cross. And He rose again from death. And the Spirit—Jesus is God. With this, our salvation was completed.

      God promised that He would actually save us; just as He promised in the Old Testament, He came, actually took our sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment by dying on the Cross, rose again in three days from death, and ascended to the right hand of God’s throne. Whoever believes in Jesus Christ, who saved us by the water and the blood and the Spirit, enters the genealogy of Jesus Christ—that is, the kingdom of God. You and I are exactly people like Tamar, like Judah, like Jacob. You and I are people like Rahab, like Bathsheba, like David and Solomon. There was no one who entered the genealogy of Jesus Christ by works; they all entered by faith.

      • THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST THAT ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE REMISSION OF SIN ENTER

      

      Abraham, too, became righteous through faith. The word that God would make his descendants as many as the stars of heaven—though his wife’s monthly periods were ceasing—he believed that God would surely do so because God had said it. Let us look at Genesis chapter 21. “The LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him” (Genesis 21:1–2). God spoke to Abraham, and just as He had said, He visited Sarah and did for Sarah, and Sarah conceived, and at the set time He had spoken of she bore a son to Abraham in his old age. Abraham obtained a child at the age of one hundred. Is there anywhere in this world an old woman whose periods have ceased conceiving again and bearing a child? There is not. But when God speaks, just as He has spoken He worked on Sarah with nothing impossible, making her conceive and give birth.

      Our Lord also declared that He would save us mankind. Seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus Christ, God said through the prophet Isaiah, “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows” (Isaiah 53:4). Seven hundred years before His birth, God already foretold that Jesus Christ would come to this earth and take our iniquities, our sicknesses, our pains, and our sorrows upon His own body and save us. And after much time had passed, God, according to the word He had promised, sent His Son to be born on this earth, passed on to Him all the sins of mankind through John the Baptist at the Jordan River, had His Son nailed to the Cross, and raised Him from death, saving you and me just as He had said.

      

      One thing is certain: all your sins have been passed on to Jesus Christ. The sins you have committed so far—from age one to age twenty—have all been passed on. The sins you commit from twenty to thirty have all been passed on. If you live from thirty to seventy, those sins, too, are the sin of the world, and so they have all been passed on. Your children’s sins have all been passed on, and their grandchildren’s sins have all been passed on; no one knows when this world will end, but the sins of all people—including the sins of the old forefathers who went before you and me—from Adam and Eve until the day mankind ends, the sins of all the people of the world have been entirely passed on to Jesus Christ. And Jesus Christ received the judgment of those sins and saved us.

      By faith we enter the world of God, by faith we receive the remission of sin, and by faith we go to heaven and become righteous. You and I, too, will actually have a genealogy when we get to the kingdom of heaven. Among those who preach the gospel and those who hear it, there is no one whose works are perfect. But we enter the world of God by believing in our hearts the fact that Jesus Christ saved us by the water and the blood and the Spirit.

      

      The Lord’s coming again, the Rapture, the Millennial Kingdom, His raising us to life again, our entering the eternal kingdom of heaven and living in glory forever—I believe that all these words will be fulfilled for you and me exactly as God has spoken to us. Whether slowly or quickly, one way or another, I believe that every word God has spoken toward you and me will be fulfilled without a single word failing. Just as God worked on Abraham, God will certainly work on you and me. We do not know when the Lord will come, but we are clearly people who have received the remission of all the sins of our hearts, and, having nothing to do with sin, we are those who wait for the Lord who is coming a second time. When the Lord comes, the bodies that died will rise and be caught up, and the bodies that are alive will be changed in an instant and caught up; when our Lord reigns as King for a thousand years, we will reign with Him; and even at the judgment of the Great White Throne, by faith in the water and the blood and the Spirit we will enter the eternal kingdom of heaven and live with the Lord forever.

      I say it again: among those who entered the genealogy of Jesus Christ, there was not one person whose works were perfect. The sins committed while living through a week are not erased by prayers of repentance. Even if you cry out not three times but five times or ten times, even if you offer prayers of repentance all night long, the sins you have committed do not disappear. How does sin disappear? Sin disappears only when it is passed on to Jesus. Only when our sins passed over to Jesus through the baptism He received from John are our sins washed away; in the state where sin has not been passed on, where sin remains written on the heart, however much you bow down, shed tears, and beat the floor, the sin in your heart does not disappear. Sin is removed at the price of a sacrifice. Because the wages of sin is death, the Lord, in place of the death we had to die because of our sins, received our sins passed on to Him through the baptism from John, died on the Cross, and rose again, and so your sins and mine have disappeared, and we are saved from sin and from judgment.

      

      Therefore, do not come to church and put forward your own righteousness, saying you will become a good person. Do not swagger, bringing what you do well or how kindly you live. Do not boast that you did not commit a single sin this week. If you put on a holy appearance—coming in smiling gently like an angel only when you come to church, sitting down lightly—and come before Jesus saying, I have lived holily these past few days, then you have come not to worship but to show off. Such a person comes not to give thanks, praise, and glory from the heart for the salvation by which Jesus saved him, but to show off—asking, in effect, who is holier, Jesus or I? If he were really like that out in society and in his own home, how fine that would be! We are all lacking. Because we are lacking, we need Jesus. We need the Savior who will save us from all our sins.

      So we need Jesus, and Jesus came to save people like us. Weak people who cannot help sinning even when told not to sin—to save such sinners, He took all their sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment in their place on the Cross, died, and rose again, making such people righteous and bringing them into the kingdom of God: that is Jesus.Today, too, we who have believed in that Jesus with the heart enter the kingdom of God. We receive the remission of all our sins.Even on this earth we come to sing,I have received the remission of sin, you have received the remission of sin, and we have received the remission of sin, we have been remitted of our sins, praising the salvation by which our Lord has saved us. Never attend a church because the pastor looks holy or handsome. We all enter the genealogy of Jesus Christ by faith.
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          SERMON 3


          
            THE LORD WHO HAS LET US MEET THE REAL TRUTH IN THIS AGE LIKE THE AGE OF SOLOMON

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 1:1-25 >

      

      “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.’ So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’ Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.”

      • THE AGE IN WHICH JESUS CHRIST HAD TO COME AS THE SAVIOR

      

      In this present age, those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit as we do are people who have received a great blessing from heaven. Looking at this Word and looking at this age, I myself truly thank and thank God. Matthew chapter 1 says, the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham, and then the genealogy continues: “Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers… and Jesse begot David the king” (Matthew 1:2–6). From Abraham to David, faith was passed down truly well like this, and we can see the work of God. But what was it like from Solomon, the son of David, until they were taken away to Babylon? They served idols, committed the sin of changing the law of sacrifice and serving idols, and did things that stood against God. Even after they were taken to Babylon the descendants continued, until at last Jesus Christ was born.

      From the days of Abraham to the days of David, faith was linked on, but from Solomon’s time the nation of Israel went to ruin. From the days of Solomon until Jesus Christ was born, it was an age when false prophets ran rampant and corrupt priests ran rampant, so the Lord could not work within it. To take David and Solomon as a comparison, David was a man of proper faith, while Solomon was a badly wrong, corrupted man. This present age is like the age of Solomon. The faith of today’s Christianity is like the faith of Solomon. Even when God tries to do something with it, He cannot.

      

      Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, and though Solomon handed the kingship down to Rehoboam, he could not keep that kingship properly. He acted arrogantly, and—though it was God’s will—the nation ended up almost entirely handed over to Jeroboam. Ten of the twelve tribes went over to Jeroboam, and the tribes of Judah and Benjamin formed a nation with Rehoboam as king. Jeroboam changed the law of sacrifice, changed the priesthood as well, setting up just anyone as priests, and was at the height of idol worship. The priests were perverse and false prophets were many. From that time until Jesus Christ came, that is how it went. Today’s Christianity is like that. The era from Solomon’s time until just before Jesus Christ was born is like the state of today’s Christianity. People who do not return no matter how God speaks, people who stand against God with sin rampant—I am not talking about human insufficiency, but about those who do not believe in God, who oppose God, who make their own god and believe in what they themselves have made.

      The Word divides this genealogy into three parts of fourteen generations each. That you and I, living in such an age, under such a state of Christianity, have met the Lord—this is a miracle. The long years that continued from the age of Solomon were an age without any hope unless Jesus Christ came as the Savior. It was an age in which Jesus Christ had to come to this world as the Savior and save them.

      • THIS AGE, LIKE THE AGE OF SOLOMON, NEEDS THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      I am not trying to recount history; I am saying that this present age is like the age of Solomon. Into such an age Jesus Christ came, yet people live with no connection to His coming and are not even conscious of it. Can God work within the Christianity of this present age? He cannot. In an age when anyone who just graduates from a theological school can become a priest—an age like the one when Jeroboam set up just anyone as a priest—we are living together with these people, and that we have met the Lord in such an age is truly a miracle of miracles.

      

      Today there are many people who believe in Jesus, and they all cry out to Jesus. But can God dwell within the religion that is today’s Christianity? He cannot. And yet how they cry out, God, God—you know it well. It is exactly like the days of Jeroboam. They propose uniting all the religions and go about building it, thinking it a good thing. Then where does God work? He does not work within today’s Christianity; He is working within God’s servants and God’s people. That is how God intends to accomplish His will.

      Today’s Christianity looks grand to our eyes, but God cannot work within it. Someone may say, who are you to say whether He works or not—are you not being too self-willed? But it is not self-will. At the very least, I do not say that what is wrong is right for my own sake. Saying that what is wrong is right, or that what is right is wrong, because of myself—that I cannot do. What is not so is not so, and what is right is right. If I had been going to compromise with the world, I would not even be standing before you.

      Living in this age of today’s Christianity with a faith like Solomon’s, you and I have truly met the Lord. Meeting the Lord is impossible by human strength. God works through His servants, and so we meet the Lord. In this age, how do people all over the world meet the Lord? If there were no servants of God, no workers who preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit, they could not meet the Lord. Why did Jesus Christ come to this earth? If there were people with faith who feared God as David did, believing only in the God of the Old Testament would do. But there were none. So the Lord had to come; and though the Lord has come, people hold only the outward appearance and the form. Then who delivers this to them? You and I, who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, are delivering it. God is working through you and me, and He is working within God’s Church. He is not working within them; He is working within you and me, who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      • THE TRUE BAPTISM JESUS RECEIVED FROM JOHN

      As for how I met the Lord, I met the Lord through the Word. I was someone who spoke in tongues, saw visions, and did such things well. But I am someone who disregards such things. I consider them foolish. What use are they? They are a self-display of one’s own faith. Even if one speaks in tongues, if there is sin in his heart, in his conscience, then sin is there. I sought the Lord because I was in anguish over sin. When I attended theological school, my fellow students, saying they were full of the Holy Spirit, prayed at the top of their voices, but I could not do that. With sin in my heart, in my conscience, what was there to be so glad about, what was there to shout about? I felt I would die of anguish. If told to preach, I preached as well as they did, but though I could speak to the congregation, I could not accept my own self. I agonized and agonized.

      

      But the Lord gave me questions about the word of God and gave me an honest heart before God, and I wanted to know why Jesus Christ was baptized. The theological university could not teach me, and books could not, and dictionaries could not teach me this truth; however much I searched and asked, there was no one who could teach me. Looking at it by the word of God, in the Old Testament there is the laying on of hands that passes on sin, so there ought to be such a laying on of hands in the New Testament as well—it must be somewhere; then must there not be some point where Jesus received the laying on of hands? So I agonized and searched. Then I met the word in Matthew chapter 3: “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). John the Baptist appears, and Jesus receives baptism from John, has the sins of mankind passed on to Him, carries those sins, dies on the Cross, and rises again. Right here that laying on of hands appears. A baptism that scoops water in a gourd and sprinkles it is not the true baptism.

      The true baptism is this: going into the water, and the one giving baptism laying both hands on the head and giving baptism. This is exactly the same as passing on sins by laying hands on the sacrificial offering in the Old Testament. John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, gave baptism to Jesus and passed on all sins, and so Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist in order to receive all the sins of mankind passed on to Him. Because Jesus received baptism from John and had all the sins of mankind passed on to Him, He went to death on the Cross and came back to life, rising again, and became your Savior and mine. This truth came into my conscience as brightly as a fluorescent lamp being switched on. So I met the Lord. I met Him through the Word.

      Ah, this is the truth, yet no one can tell it—no one tells it. After I came to know this fact, I sat blankly for thirty minutes. During those thirty minutes, first a very faint response arose in my heart: there is no sin; the sins have passed over; there is no sin—such a subtle response arose. Second, a response arose in my thoughts: is there anyone in the whole world who preaches this gospel? Among the famous people of the whole world, is there anyone who preaches this gospel? There is none. Then what must happen? I must preach this gospel. And so for thirty minutes I could not open my mouth.

      

      That Jesus was nailed to the Cross, went to death, and rose again, as the word says, Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world—everyone knows and believes that. But all those things are results, because Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, because He had the sins passed on to Him. As there are cause and effect, Jesus came to this earth as the Savior and received baptism from John, receiving our sins passed on to Him and taking them upon Himself; and for that reason He had to be nailed to the Cross, had to go to death, and had to rise again, completing our salvation Himself. But is there anyone who preaches this? There is none. So later, when the time for prayer came, I prayed: God, there is no one on this earth who preaches this gospel. As far as I know there is none. There is none even among the famous—doctors of theology, professors, world-renowned people. I will preach this gospel to the whole world. Help me and hold me up. I prayed simply like that. And God has fulfilled it all. At that time no one considered the content of that prayer important, and no one believed it.

      Even now, I am waiting for people to appear who say that they had been believing with this same gospel as ours. There is no one. News comes in of people saying that they had believed in Jesus all along but learned this for the first time and heard it for the first time; but I have never once heard of someone saying he had already been believing this way. Among the testimonies that have come in, have you ever heard a testimony saying, I too believed this way in the old days? In this history of Christianity that has become like the days of Jeroboam, like the days of Solomon, that we could properly recognize Jesus Christ who came to save you and me, that we could know through the gospel of the water and the Spirit that He saved us from sin, and that we could believe it in our hearts—this is truly the amazing grace of God.

      

      The Old Testament records much of the history of the nation of Israel, and through the Old Testament we can know it concretely. When we read Micah, we can see God speaking through His servants the words that He Himself would come to this earth and save us. And that word of promise has been fulfilled in you and me today. You and I were wandering and were not God’s people, yet we met that Jesus Christ. We met who Jesus Christ is, the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the salvation He has given us. This is exceedingly great. It is not that we believed as just one among the many people who believe in Jesus; among people as many as grains of sand, only a few believed. They came to know. And through us this gospel is being spread. We must know the reason why your Savior and mine had to come.

      • MEETING THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT IS A MIRACLE

      From Abraham to the days of David there were people who believed well. Below that, it is completely finished. There is not even one righteous person on this earth. So when God sent John the Baptist, because Zacharias, a descendant of the priests, and his wife Elizabeth believed the word of God, He had John the Baptist conceived through them by the power of the Holy Spirit. It did not come about by human strength. Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit and came to this earth as our Savior, borrowing the body of a woman, and Elizabeth’s conception was a power worked by the moving of the Holy Spirit. The Christianity of this present age is like that time. There is no true faith. It is total annihilation.

      

      Today there are many who believe in Jesus and many who call on Jesus, but where is anyone who knows that the Savior of mankind came to this earth to save His people from their sins, and that Jesus Christ saved us by the water and the blood, by the gospel of the water and the Spirit? How many are there? They are extremely rare, like you and me today. Not everyone who says he believes in Jesus knows it. Among all who believe in Jesus in the whole world, only a few believe it. Compared with the population, it is far too few. But the Word says that at the last time, when the Antichrist appears, through the seed of the gospel we have sown, people beyond counting, as many as the stars of heaven, will receive salvation. It is exceedingly great. That you and I have received the remission of sin, that we have met the Lord, is that great. In such an age, through what can one meet the Lord? Through the system of today’s Christianity, through the doctrines they believe, can anyone meet Jesus Christ? Absolutely not.

      What truly darkens my heart these days is that no sprout is visible in Christianity. Today’s Christianity ought at least to reflect a little and seek the truth, but no sprout is visible. Rather, they cling all the more absolutely to their own doctrines alone. They speak only of the blood of the Cross—if one believes only in the blood of the Cross, does sin disappear? If you hold up the cross before a demon-possessed person, does the demon come out? That is all superstitious faith. We also hear of pastors of newly planted churches going out to construction sites to work because their livelihood is hard. They have no way to make a living. Yet how richly do those who hold vested rights live! And for fear their means of living should be cut off, how they stress only the blood of the Cross! If one believes only in the blood of the Cross, does sin disappear? It clearly does not disappear, yet with sin in their own hearts they keep telling us only that story—that if we believe in the blood of the Cross, sin is washed white as snow.

      

      There is even a heretical denomination that says the time has nearly come for 144,000 to be filled within their own denomination, gathering people, and even well-known people go there to congratulate them. The 144,000 of Revelation is, literally, spoken to the people of Israel. Did God plan to save only 144,000 from the whole world and have them live in heaven? Would He then have spread the work this large? Would having the gospel preached to billions of mankind and saving only 144,000 be His bottom line? It makes no sense. In any case, God will see to that; what matters is that you and I, living in such an age, have met the Lord in this world, that we live serving the Lord, that God is accomplishing His will through us, that we are workers of the kingdom of God—this is great. It is something like a miracle.

      • GOD, WHO HOLDS THE WORLD TOGETHER UNTIL THE GOSPEL IS FULLY PREACHED

      Because I know that this age is becoming very hard, nothing greatly surprises me. The world’s finance has broken down and suffers; Asia and Europe are all shaking. Yet until we have preached this gospel fully, the world will not collapse flat and be ruined. When exchange rates soared and the workers asked what should be done about it, I said that in a situation like this, trying to do something rather brings ruin, so stay still. But one thing is clear: until this gospel is fully preached, God will carry the world along one way or another. He moves finance so that only when the gospel has been preached to a certain extent will what must collapse collapse; after that, a worldwide union organization will arise and a president of the whole world will come. That is what I believe. However hard the world may be now, it holds out one way or another. And in the meantime we preach the gospel.

      

      This is famine. Famine is not only a lack of food; when finance breaks down, famine comes at once. When we have fully preached the gospel, it will collapse all at once; funds and stocks will become mere scraps of waste paper, and it will become a real-goods economy of barter. The value of money will all be gone, and people will exchange rice and beans and meat with one another to eat—going back to something like the primitive days of old. Living through this age of worldwide financial unrest, an age of the danger of war, an age of natural disasters, an age when Christianity has gone corrupt, I believe it is a miracle that we met the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and that we can live preaching this gospel. I believe it is a miracle that you and I have met the Lord like this. This is great.

      To get into a good company, the competition is about a thousand to one. What would the odds be of our meeting the Lord out of billions of people? One out of thousands has received the remission of sin. The world fights, bloodshot, over resources, each trying to seize them; whether nature is ruined or not, they are bloodshot to squeeze out today’s profit even if they die tomorrow. What is there that is done properly? Is there hope in Christianity?

      

      Some person, after reading a book we distributed, said he saw something so frightening that he offered prayers of repentance before God. He trembles with fear, he says. Jesus came to this earth and removed all our sins; He came as the One who would save His people from their sins and saved the people God seeks from sin—what is there to fear? When Jesus was on this earth, He was not well received. He was treated as a heretic. No one was treated as a heretic as much as Jesus. The whole nation rushed upon Jesus calling Him a heretic, and they even said He was demon-possessed. So for us living on this earth, hearing the word heretic is nothing at all. In any case, it is great. That you and I have met the Lord—is that so, or not? As this age flows on like this, we, too, will go through hardships in the flesh together. Even so, that is a matter for after we have fully delivered the gospel; before the gospel is fully preached, God keeps this nation and keeps the world economy as well. Do not be afraid. It will absolutely not happen that everything sinks flat and you become beggars.

      The One who moves history is the Lord. Does the world seem to be ruined because of some person’s policy? God is doing it. God moves the world and makes it hold out until we have fully preached the gospel. Even things that can never square with economic theory, God is doing. Worrying whether the country will go wrong is their business; as for me, in my heart, having met the Lord in such an age, serving the gospel in such an age—this feels great to me. I do not know how it is with you.

      • LET US KEEP OUR FAITH WELL IN SUCH AN AGE

      I have preached this word; but if we do not know this and think of ourselves as just believers among the many who believe, if we fail to consider that our being saved and living believing in this God is truly something like a miracle and a great work, will not you and I also be swept into the world and fall into it? I earnestly hope that will not happen; I hope you will think of it with gratitude and keep your faith well. May God keep God’s Church and cause the gospel to be preached.
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          SERMON 4


          
            EVEN AFTER THE CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON, THE GENEALOGY OF SALVATION CONTINUED

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 1:11-17 >

      “Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.”

      • REPEATED IDOLATRY BROUGHT JUDGMENT

      

      When we read the genealogy of Matthew chapter 1, the word “begot” continues on and on. So some people think of this Word as a monotonous record where only names follow one another. But if we look closely, a very heavy event lies at the very center of this genealogy. It is the phrase “about the time they were carried away to Babylon” (Matthew 1:11). It is the event in which the royal line of Israel collapsed and the people were carried off as captives of a Gentile nation.

      God did not erase this shameful history. He did not attach a glorious king’s name right after Josiah; He recorded the fact that the nation fell and the people were carried away. The word of God does not dress up history to save people’s face. Sin brings judgment, and the person who leaves God and follows his own will finally arrives at destruction.

      Among the kings who followed David, there was no king who served God alone perfectly from beginning to end. When times were hard they sought God, but when the nation was stable and strength was gained, they relied on idols. Even after seeing the previous king betray God and receive judgment, the next king walked the same road. When one generation fails, it seems the next generation will be different, but the sinful nature in man’s heart did not disappear with the change of generations.

      The captivity in Babylon was not a mere political defeat. It was an actual judgment on the sin of forsaking God and serving idols. Second Chronicles says, “They mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy” (2 Chronicles 36:16). Sin does not stay only in thought. Sin divides God and man, and in the end it calls down the curse, the judgment, and death. The history of the captivity in Babylon plainly reveals the fact that sin calls down the curse, the judgment, and death.

      

      Everyone, are we better people than those kings? Reading of their failures, we easily say, why did they repeat the same sins? But we, too, seek God when things are hard, and when things go well we rely on our own thoughts and strength. We trust our circumstances more than the Word, and we choose what profits us right now over what pleases God. Only the fruit of sin differs a little; the heart that would leave God is in us as well. Therefore this genealogy is not a Word that records only the failures of old kings; it is a Word that mirrors our own selves.

      • ONLY CHRIST REMOVES SIN

      If a man were to write the history of his own family, it would be easy to shorten the shameful parts and record the proud parts large. But the genealogy of the Bible records the fall of the kingdom and the captivity right at its center. Why? Because the genealogy of Jesus Christ is not a world that excellent people built by linking up their own merits. The power of this line lies not in the perfection of the people in it, but in God, who fulfilled His promise even through imperfect people.

      Having the throne of David and the Temple in Jerusalem did not make the people’s hearts righteous. Even though they had the Law and knew the forms of sacrifice, when they did not believe that Word they drifted into idolatry. Even the high position of king gave no strength to overcome sin. Rather, the more power and wealth increased, the more opportunities there were to follow one’s own heart. So the captivity in Babylon is also the verdict that human conditions, position, and religious forms cannot save anyone.

      

      Today, too, people try to come to God by piling up their own righteousness. They think God will accept them because they have attended many dawn prayer meetings, given offerings, served, and lived more cleanly than others. It is not that such things are bad. It is precious for a saved person to pray and serve with thanksgiving. The point is only that these things cannot be the price that removes sin. The Bible says, “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). If there is sin even once, one is under judgment, and a person’s good deeds cannot undo the sins already committed.

      The Babylon recorded in the middle of the genealogy tells us to lay down our own merits. Even the kings could not protect the nation by their works—by what works of ours could we save our souls? Salvation does not come from a good family or a religious career. Only when the Christ whom God promised comes and removes sin can it be done. Only when we acknowledge this fact does a person let go of the hand that clutched his own righteousness and look to the righteousness of God.

      • GOD CARRIED HIS PROMISE ON EVEN IN TIMES WHEN NOTHING WAS VISIBLE

      Yet verse 12 begins with an amazing word. It says, “after they were brought to Babylon.” The nation had collapsed, the throne had vanished, and the people had become captives. Seen with human eyes, even the promise of the king given to David seemed finished. But the Bible records “begot” again even after that. Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. The judgment came, but the genealogy of salvation that God had established was not cut off.

      We must not misunderstand this Word. It does not mean that God takes sin lightly. God is just, so He surely judges sin. When Israel served idols, He actually made them lose their nation. But man’s unfaithfulness could not annul even God’s plan of salvation. While judging sin, God Himself preserved His promise to save sinners.

      

      Man’s promises waver when circumstances change. When the one who promised fails or dies, the promise itself sometimes disappears. But God’s promise is not bound to human ability. Though the kings fell, God did not fall; though the nation perished, the word of God did not perish. Even when the captivity began, God’s plan to send the Christ was continuing.

      In the genealogy after the captivity, names unfamiliar to us follow: Shealtiel, Zerubbabel, Abiud, Eliakim, Azor. They are not names that built great kingdoms like David or Solomon, nor names with long records of striking achievements. But even in that quiet era, God did not let go of the line of the promise. Even in times when, to human eyes, there were no special events, God’s plan of salvation was moving toward Christ one generation at a time.

      We easily think that God is working only when a great work is visible before our eyes. When things are blocked and our circumstances are brought low, we feel as though God has forgotten His promise. But God was at work even in times when nothing was visible to human eyes, carrying on the genealogy after the captivity. God said, “My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10). God’s faithfulness is not measured by our feelings. Even when we do not understand the situation, God accomplishes what He has spoken.

      Our salvation is the same. It is not that we lived kindly and so God suddenly thought of saving us. Nor did we enter the plan of salvation by offering many prayers of repentance and being loyal. God knew that man cannot escape sin by his own works, and before the foundation of the world He set the plan to save us in Jesus Christ. Even when we were sinners, God was preparing the Savior. Our salvation began not from the fickle resolve of man but from the unchanging will of God.

      

      • THE HISTORY THAT RAN IN SETS OF FOURTEEN GENERATIONS WAS HEADED TOWARD CHRIST

      Verse 17 sums up: fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen generations from David until the captivity in Babylon, and fourteen generations from the captivity in Babylon until Christ. The rise and fall of men did not drift by without any direction; it was within God’s plan toward Christ. To human eyes it looks like a history in which kings rose and vanished and nations were built and collapsed. But God was leading history through all those ages toward the time when Christ would come.

      The first section is the history from the promise given to Abraham to the kingdom of David. The second section is the history from the glory of the kingdom to the judgment of the captivity in Babylon. The third section is the history from after the captivity—when everything seemed finished—until Christ came. At the beginning there was God’s promise, in the midst of judgment there was God’s promise, and at last, as the fulfillment of that promise, Jesus Christ came. The angel testified of Jesus Christ, “The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32–33).

      Here is something we must know clearly. The conclusion of history was not that a more capable human king would appear in Israel. The conclusion was not that one well-educated king or one politically gifted king would appear and raise the nation again. The conclusion God sent was Christ. This is because the problem of sin is not solved by the improvement of human kings.

      

      Even returning from Babylon did not end man’s fundamental problem. Even when they returned to the land and rebuilt the Temple, the sin in man’s heart remained as it was. Outward captivity can end, but a soul bound under sin cannot be set free by human effort. Even if one learns the Law and lives a religious life, if sin remains in the heart, he is still under judgment. So what we needed was not a leader to fix our environment, but the Savior to remove sin itself.

      • JESUS CHRIST, WHO CAME CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, IS THE SON OF GOD

      The genealogy keeps recording that so-and-so begot so-and-so, and then changes its expression in verse 16. It joins Joseph’s line to Mary, and immediately after, in verse 18, it makes clear that Jesus Christ came conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph did not beget Jesus. Jesus came following the royal line of David, but He was not just one more king produced by the corrupt lineage of man. He was the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary.

      Why did the Savior have to come in this way? Because a sinner cannot stand in for another sinner. Everyone born as a descendant of Adam must first be judged for his own sins. It is like a man who has debts of his own being unable to pay off all the debts of another. The One who would take charge of our sins and remove them had to be without sin, and at the same time He had to be a true man who could bear our sins in His body and shed His blood and die. So God put on the body of a man and came to this earth.

      

      He is not One who came to patch up the failures of the kings a little. He is the true King who came to accomplish completely the salvation that man could not finish. The old kings could not govern even their own sins, but Jesus took the sins of all mankind upon His one body. The old kings laid down their kingship before death, but Jesus overcame death and rose again. Therefore the King the genealogy waited for is not a king who lords it over men, but the Savior, Jesus Christ, who gives up His own body for His people.

      Jesus, the true King, did not establish His kingship by crushing a rebellious people with force. Rather, through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, He had all the sins of the rebels passed on to His own flesh, received on the Cross the punishment they were to receive, and rose again from the dead. A human king uses the lives of his people to protect his own kingdom, but Jesus gave up His own life to save His people. The reason He is the King who can embrace all mankind is that He had the righteousness, the power, and the love to take on the sins of all people.

      Our becoming His people, too, is not by forced outward submission. When we believe in our hearts in the salvation the Lord accomplished with His own body, we escape the power of sin and become those who belong to Him. The kingdom of the true King is not a kingdom built with the sword; it is the kingdom that sinners enter by becoming righteous through the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      • THE KING OF KINGS SAVED US THROUGH HIS BAPTISM, THE CROSS, AND THE RESURRECTION

      

      Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born in a body without sin. And when He turned thirty, He received baptism from John the Baptist, the representative of mankind. That baptism was not a mere ceremony to display humility. To John, who was to baptize Him, Jesus said, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Just as in the Old Testament era the High Priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed on the people’s sins, John the Baptist laid his hands on Jesus’ head and gave Him baptism. At that moment all the sins of the world passed over to Jesus.

      After Jesus was baptized, John the Baptist testified, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) The Lord had no sin, but through the baptism He took charge of all our sins—past, present, and future. He took on not only the sins we remember but the sins we have forgotten, not only the sins committed knowingly but even the sins committed unknowingly. Because sin actually passed over to the Lord, the Lord went to the Cross.

      The blood of the Cross is not the sorrowful death of One to whom no sins had been passed. It is the blood of judgment, accomplished according to God’s law, by which Jesus, who had taken on the sin of the world through His baptism, Himself paid the price of those sins in our place. The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). So the Lord was nailed in our place, shed His blood, and died. And just as He said, “It is finished!” (John 19:30), He completed all the judgment on sin. The Lord rose again from the dead in three days. This resurrection is the proof that the righteousness of God has been completed and that new life is given to whoever believes in the Lord.

      This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit. God came as a man, took on the sin of the whole world through the baptism of water He received from John the Baptist, paid the price of those sins with His blood on the Cross, and rose again from the dead, saving us from all sin, judgment, and the curse. Not one of His birth, His baptism, the Cross, and the resurrection can be set aside. The salvation God planned long ago and prepared in history was completed by this gospel.

      

      • WE MUST BELIEVE NOT IN OUR WORKS BUT IN THE COMPLETED PROMISE

      It was not by their own strength that the people who returned from the captivity in Babylon restored the kingdom of David. They could return because God kept His promise and opened the way. Escaping the captivity of sin is the same. We do not erase our sins by shedding many tears or piling up good deeds. Nor is sin washed away little by little each time we offer prayers of repentance. Jesus has already taken on our sins through His baptism, paid the full price on the Cross, and risen again. We are saved by believing in our hearts this fact that God has completed.

      If we look at our own works, today we seem saved, and tomorrow we seem to have become sinners again. When we have done well we are bold, and when we fail we cannot come before God. That is because we have put the ground of salvation in ourselves. Our works waver like the old kings, but the righteousness Jesus accomplished does not waver. Faith is not evaluating ourselves favorably; it is accepting as right what God has done.

      Even a person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit does not become perfect in the flesh. He is still lacking and can make mistakes. But his weakness does not cancel the salvation Jesus accomplished. When we sin, we must not call it right, but admit it before God. At the same time we must believe in the righteousness of the Lord, who already took on even that sin through His baptism and was judged for it on the Cross. Within that faith we turn from the wrong path and follow righteous works again.

      

      Everyone, do not look only at “about the time they were carried away to Babylon.” The Word also records “after they were brought to Babylon.” Even after everything seemed ended by judgment, God carried on the genealogy of salvation and at last sent Christ. God’s plan is greater than our failures, and Jesus’ salvation is greater than our sins.

      Therefore, do not cling to your own righteousness, but believe in Jesus Christ, the true King. He took on all your sins with His baptism, paid the price of those sins with the blood of the Cross, and rose again from the dead,saving you from captivity under sin. The Bible says,“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). Whoever believes this gospel is no longer a people of judgment but a people of the kingdom of God. Just as God kept His promise even after the captivity, the salvation He has given us through the gospel of the water and the Spirit will never change forever.
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          SERMON 5


          
            JESUS HAS BROUGHT US THE TRUE FOOD AND SALVATION

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 1:18-21 >

      “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.’”

      • A WORLD FACING A CHILLY CHRISTMAS

      Christmas has come, but the whole world, far from leaping for joy, is chilly. Everyone is full of worry and anxiety. It seems many people attend church and then quit, and there are also many who move from this church to that church. So various ministers of the world’s churches are saying that perhaps, as in the Catholic Church, people should have to bring a certificate of transfer. Of course, there must also be many cases of people moving to another church because they move to another area.

      

      Why is that? Living in the world is hard these days, and at church most people are deacons, elders, or senior deaconesses, and they have to give offerings accordingly. Church members have many duties. Once you become a baptized member and take an office, you carry at least about five duties: the tithe, thanksgiving offerings, not missing meeting times, and so on. But when the economy becomes difficult, it becomes very hard to give the tithe or thanksgiving offerings. There is also what is called a special offering. I am saying this not to tell you to give money, so do not worry. These days church members must give a special Christmas offering at Christmas, a special Easter offering at Easter, a special New Year offering in the new year, and another special offering as the year ends. The world’s churches fill up their finances through the special offerings of such days. But when members can hardly make a living themselves, how can they go to church with anything to offer? Having lost their jobs, their businesses ruined, how can they give the tithe, how the thanksgiving offering, how the special offerings? It is all tied to money—how can they live as the church prescribes? So there are many who quietly cut themselves off from church, saying they are moving elsewhere and must attend another church, and quit attending.

      • A CHURCH THAT SERVES FOR THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL

      

      In such a difficult age, I think it would be all right even to found a new denomination. What kind of denomination? A denomination that does not collect offerings. Then how can a church run without offerings? By self-supporting ministry. The one who preaches the Word and the one who leads earn their own food, and the members, too, earn their own living; offerings are made equally by all only for the work of preaching the gospel and for things like overseas mission, and are used only for such work—I think it would be good to establish such a denomination. As the saying goes, heroes arise in troubled times; when the world is hard, many new religions spring up. Whenever the people were in great hardship—as when our country became a colony of Japan and served a foreign nation, or when the Korean War broke out—various religious movements arose. What today’s Christianity really needs is a self-supporting church. If such a church were established and made known, people’s ears would perk up. People simply cannot bring themselves to say it, but if there were such a church, they would like it. In fact, our Church is like such a church. We all do it self-supporting. The workers all work, and everyone earns his own living while serving the Lord. Truly, such a church is fitting. As the world grows harder, I think so all the more.

      These days, even walking the streets, there are few Christmas trees. In the old days there were many, but these days even the shops hardly put them up, and when they do, they do it feebly. It is truly bleak. How shall we deliver this gospel of the water and the Spirit to all the people of the whole world, young and old alike? Each one of us must do this work, and each has many tasks, so it is often hard. Trying to do overseas mission, home mission grows thin; trying to do home mission, overseas mission grows thin. Still, we must do it. We must do it wisely, by faith.

      

      A while ago I had occasion to visit a university. In the old days, many notices of Christian club meetings were posted on university bulletin boards, but this time not a single sheet was posted. On the windows of the club building there was not one name of a Christian organization. Neither Christianity nor Buddhism—none at all. I knew Christianity was on the decline, but there was none at all. In the old days we often went with the brothers and sisters to universities to preach the gospel, and to hospitals as well to preach the gospel. But in this present age, Internet mission can work even more actively and well. So I am praying about how to carry on home mission.

      • THE SAVIOR WHO CAME CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

      We have read the Word today. “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18). Jesus is conceived through the body of a virgin named Mary and born into this earth. How is this possible? Catholicism says that the virgin Mary bore only Jesus and no other baby. And to what point have they raised Mary? They have raised her to the Queen of Heaven, even to the position of the wife of God the Father. Only the triune God exists, yet they have added on one more god called Mary. Is Mary God? No. Yet in this age they regard Mary like God. So they exalt Mary, saying Mary appeared somewhere, a statue of Mary sheds tears of blood, Mary appears in the air and tells what is to come.

      

      Mary’s conceiving and giving birth to Jesus came about just as God had spoken to the prophet Isaiah. It was prophesied seven hundred years before Jesus Christ was born. Verse 23 says, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” It means that God would be born on this earth in human form as the Savior of mankind. God said that Jesus, who is God, would put on human flesh and come to this earth, and according to that word, when the time came, Jesus Christ was born borrowing the body of Mary. And He was named Jesus. “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus, the Son of God, came to this earth and saved us, and we have received the remission of sin by believing in that salvation.

      • JESUS, WHO BECAME OUR TRUE FOOD AND DRINK

      Jesus came to this earth, gave us His flesh and blood, and made us live. He came to this earth as our Savior, gave His body to us, and became the food of life. When we think of Jesus, we remember that He came to this earth, received baptism from John the Baptist, had our sins passed on to Him, took them upon Himself, and removed them; and that He shed the blood of His life on the Cross and rose again from death, saving us from all sins. And we come to know that Jesus became living water for us and truly gave us new life.

      The flesh of Jesus became the food of our life, and the blood of Jesus became our drink. By believing in the baptism Jesus received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection, we have received the remission of all our sins. So Jesus became the food of life for us and became living water for us. Jesus refreshes our hearts and has become our Savior, who saved us from all sins and from judgment. That is why this Christmas is truly deep in meaning for you and me. If it were just Christmas, it would be nothing. But Jesus became the food of life for us and saved us from all judgment. So for us who believe in the flesh and blood of Jesus, Christmas is deep in meaning. It says He came as the One who would save His people from their sins, and it is truly so. The Lord came to this earth as your Savior and mine. So He saved you and me by the water and the blood.

      

      At this Christmas season the world economy is hard; many companies are cutting staff, public corporations too are retiring employees, and the whole world is chilly. In this age, so hard to live in and without hope, our Lord has given us hope. We believe—not merely in words, as a religious formality—that Jesus has truly given you and me the true food and true salvation. So our hearts are truly glad and good. The world is gloomy, but our hearts are glad and good. Many souls will continue to receive salvation.

      • KEEP YOUR HEARTS, AND WARM ONE ANOTHER

      

      For a moment things are gloomy, but seen by faith, all is truly well. When the Lord’s work flourishes more, we will send out more gospel books, more spiritual food. The weather is cold and the spiritual air is cold too, so if possible I wish the churches across the country would cook delicious food together and warm their hearts and bodies. Since I cannot cook for you myself, I mean for you to buy ingredients and make plenty of delicious food to eat together. In the old days I cooked well, too. I made sujebi soup well, boiled noodles well, cooked rice in a pot, and made soup well. When the weather is cold, it is good for a person to have a warm back and a full stomach. When the world is cold and hard, we at least should live warmly among ourselves. Long ago a certain pastor said that if people’s hearts in the church are gloomy and no zeal arises, one should even burn firewood and light a stove to make it warm. I have that same heart. Serving the Lord, how heavy your hearts must be at times! When the world is hard, we all indirectly feel its effects. Since we know and believe that God works together with those who run at the front line, it is good—but it is taxing. The harder things get, should we not cook delicious food for one another and live well among ourselves? Food bought outside upsets the stomach, so you should cook it yourselves to eat what is good. My wish is to eat delicious food together with you and serve the gospel together. Only, there are too many of us for me to treat you all; my wife gives a treat now and then, and you may consider all of that as my treating you.

      At times like Christmas, keep your hearts well. Young people must brace themselves. If you fall into obscene culture, even when you come to church and hear the Word, that Word does not enter your ears. If the wavelength of your heart is somewhere else—if it is tuned to fleshly things—the word of God does not enter your ears at all. You think, I wish this would end quickly; the same words over and over, how tedious—and after that, curses rise up inside. That is how a person becomes. So you must tune your wavelength well. When you hear the word of God, you must tune your wavelength to the Word. You must give your attention to the work of God, to the question of what the birth of Jesus Christ has to do with you and me. If you have no interest in such things and pour your interest only into the things of the other sex seen on the computer, your life of faith ends overnight. You may think, I have believed this long—would my heart be ruined just because it went out a little into the world? It is ruined in no time. However good a dish is, if even a little of something bad goes into it, can you eat it or not? You cannot. Keeping what is good is hard, but ruining it is nothing at all. If even a speck of something bad is mixed in, that food cannot be eaten. If your heart and mine go out to the world, they are ruined in no time. You know that in Christianity the gospel was preached only in the days of the early Church and that from then on it became corrupted, right? It became corrupted then and has come down corrupted to this day. If you look through the history books, you can see that it is really so.

      

      So when I heard the news that a device that blocks obscene material had come out, I told them to get it. If you sit at a computer, such things keep popping up whether you want to see them or not, so we mean to install a program that blocks such images on the church computers and on the young people’s computers. If you think you cannot overcome it yourself, it is good to block it like that. Handle it wisely. And anyhow, my message is: let us cook and eat plenty of delicious food. Eat plenty while you are young. When you get old, you cannot eat because your digestion fails. There comes an age when, even if the longing is intense to boil kalguksu noodles at night, beat in an egg, and eat them with kimchi, you cannot, for fear your stomach will ache all night, and you just go to the kitchen and pick up a piece of kimchi instead. Even if you eat instant noodles, make them a bit better—grind rice and make rice noodles, make them of good quality, and they are good for the body. When you eat delicious food, you feel better. Eat plenty, and spend your money on eating. This word is for all the churches across the country to hear. It is a word that says: commemorating the day Jesus was born, let us cook delicious things and eat.

      We are now preaching the gospel to the world; seen spiritually, a great work is being accomplished, and seen in the flesh, the Christian forces of the world have died down. So I have set the home front aside for a while and am preaching the gospel abroad. We even see the leader of a nation that calls itself a Christian country starting a war and oppressing another nation, so that Christianity is hated all the more and keeps dying down. The forces of Christianity have died down a great deal.

      

      In any case, greeting this Christmas, we give thanks before the Lord. In a little while we hold our winter retreat. So we are also repairing the retreat center. When you gather, you must stay safe; fires break out often these days, so places where a fire could start must be blocked off in advance. If only we can keep a fire from spreading within the first five or ten minutes, we can prevent a great fire. After someone dies, it is of no use. Is love in words enough? We must love and protect in practice.

      We give thanks that the Lord came to us and saved us. Though it is cold at Christmas, let us cook plenty of delicious food for one another and stay warm.
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          SERMON 6


          
            JESUS, WHO CAME IN A SINLESS BODY AND GAVE US EVERLASTING LIFE

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 1:18-21 >

      “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.’”

      • GOD CAME IN THE FLESH TO TAKE OUR SINS UPON HIMSELF

      

      When people think of the birth of Jesus, they first call to mind the manger, the star, the angels, and the shepherds. But rather than dressing the birth of Jesus up as a beautiful scene, the Gospel of Matthew states plainly how He was conceived and why He came. It says, “That which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20), and, “For He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

      These two words are not separate from each other. Jesus’ being conceived by the Holy Spirit and His saving His people from their sins are within one plan of salvation. His conception by the Holy Spirit is not merely a miracle to astonish people. It is the event in which the Savior came to this earth—the One who would actually take our sins upon Himself, be judged for them, and remove them.

      To save us from sin, the Savior had to have the same body as ours. A spirit can neither shed blood nor die. To receive in our place the death that is the wages of sin, He had to come clothed in a body. At the same time, He could not be an ordinary man born under the sin of Adam. For a person who has his own sin cannot take on another person’s sin in that person’s place. So the sinless God was conceived by the Holy Spirit and put on the body of a true man.

      God’s putting on the body of a man was His lowering of Himself. The Gospel of John testifies of Jesus Christ, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). The God who created the universe and is the Master of all life was conceived in the body of Mary and born as a baby. It is just as the word says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). That lowering was not because He lacked power; it was the way He chose out of love, to save us. The Lord did not say only in words that He loves us; He came with a body prepared, to take our sins upon that body and remove them.

      • “HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS”

      

      The angel did not let the name of the Son to be born be decided by human discussion. God first determined, “You shall call His name JESUS” (Matthew 1:21). And He immediately explained the meaning of that name: “For He will save His people from their sins.” The name Jesus is not a pleasant-sounding religious title; it is His office and the declaration of salvation that God proclaimed.

      In the world, too, there are those who have rescued people from crisis. There are generals who defended their country in war, doctors who healed the sick, and those who helped the poor. Their labors are precious. But no one can take away all the sins in a person’s heart, no one can receive in his place God’s judgment on those sins, and no one can give eternal life to a dead soul. So no one else can be the savior that the name Jesus means.

      Jesus is not One who came to make us slightly better people. He came to completely deliver from sin those who could only be judged and go to hell because of sin. Salvation is not giving advice to a person in danger. Nor is it explaining how to swim to a person drowning in water. It is actually pulling out the one who has no strength to get out and setting him in a safe place. Jesus is the Savior because He Himself accomplished what sinners could never do for themselves.

      • THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM THAT DESTROYS US IS SIN

      Verse 21 did not say that Jesus would save His people from poverty, nor that He would save them only from disease or the hardships of the world. It said He would “save His people from their sins.” Of course, God knows our circumstances and helps our lives. But the fundamental reason the Lord had to come in human flesh was to remove sin.

      

      People think of sin as only a few bad deeds. So if they have not committed any great wrong, they consider themselves fairly decent people. But the Bible says, “Through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). Man does not first become a sinner only by committing sins; born under sin as a descendant of Adam, he bears the fruits of sin throughout his life.

      If we honestly examine our hearts, hatred, greed, lust, deceit, pride, and envy rise up without ceasing. Just because we have not acted them out outwardly does not mean they are sins that do not exist before God. A person can suppress for a while the sins that rise from within, but he cannot pull out the root of sin. Even if he resolves, fasts, and does good deeds, he cannot pay by himself the price of the sins he has already committed.

      What is more serious is the fact that we do not even know all the sins we will commit in our lifetime. We forget even the sins we committed yesterday, and by our own standards we sometimes go against God’s will without knowing it is wrong. Nor do we know what sins we will commit in the future. Therefore, if a person tries to wash away his sins by confessing each day only the sins he remembers, he can never reach complete salvation. The omniscient God, who knows our whole life and all the sins of all mankind, had to deal with them once and for all.

      • ONLY JESUS CHRIST COULD RECEIVE THE SIN OF THE WORLD PASSED ON TO HIM

      

      Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and so He had no sin. He put on the same flesh as ours, but He was not a sinner who inherited sin from Adam. Only Jesus, true God and true man, could become the unblemished sacrificial offering representing all mankind.

      The sacrificial offering of the Old Testament also had to be without blemish. When a sinner laid his hands on the head of an unblemished sheep or goat and passed on his sins, that offering took on the sinner’s sins and shed its blood and died. Of the Day of Atonement it says, “Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat” (Leviticus 16:21). Through this sacrificial system God taught in advance the law of salvation: that sin passes on to the sacrificial offering and that the price of that sin is paid with blood. Sin does not vanish by declaring in words that it is gone; it had to pass on to the sacrificial offering in the way God appointed and receive the judgment of blood.

      The One who fulfilled this shadow in reality is Jesus. God sent John the Baptist—the representative of all mankind and the last High Priest of the Old Testament—ahead of Jesus. When Jesus turned thirty, He went to the Jordan River and received baptism from John the Baptist. At that time, through the hands of John the Baptist, the sin of the whole world was transferred to the sinless body of Jesus, and afterward, He died on the cross and rose again from the dead. Jesus’ being immersed in the water represents the death of sinners, and His coming up out of the water represents new life; with that baptism He fulfilled all the righteousness of God.

      

      We must not believe only in Jesus’ Cross while leaving out the fact that He took on our sins through His baptism. The very purpose of His coming in a sinless body was to receive our sins passed on to that body. If we do not know the fact that sins were passed on through the baptism He received from John, we cannot fully explain why Jesus was judged on the Cross. If we hold only to the Cross and leave out the baptism, the way sin passed over to Jesus disappears.

      • ON THE CROSS HE PAID IN FULL THE PRICE OF THE SINS HE HAD RECEIVED THROUGH HIS BAPTISM

      Having received baptism, Jesus carried the sin of the world and went to the Cross. His wearing the crown of thorns, His being nailed through His hands and feet and shedding blood, was not because of His own sins. He was receiving in our place the curse and the judgment for all our sins that He had taken on through His baptism. God did not simply close His eyes to sin; He judged it righteously in the body of Jesus.

      The Lord paid the price of sin without remainder by shedding His blood and dying on the Cross. If our sins passed over to the Lord, those sins no longer remain with us; and if the Lord received all the judgment of those sins, no price of sin remains for us to pay again. This is God’s justice and at the same time God’s love. To save sinners, God Himself became the sacrificial offering and bore the judgment.

      Jesus did not remain in the tomb but rose again in three days. The resurrection proclaims that the death of the Cross was not a failure but the completion of salvation. The Bible says that Jesus “was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification” (Romans 4:25). The Lord overcame death, and He has given new life to those who believe in Him. Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit, took on all sins through His baptism, paid the price of those sins with the blood of the Cross, and rose again from the dead, saving us from all sin, judgment, and death.

      

      This is the actual history contained in the name Jesus. Sin does not disappear just by calling that name many times with the mouth. We must know what the One who bears that name accomplished by the water, the blood, and the Spirit, and believe it in our hearts. Jesus is not One who opened up a possibility of salvation; He is the One who completed salvation.

      • “HIS PEOPLE” ARE THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE SALVATION OF JESUS AND BELONG TO HIM

      Whom does Jesus save? The Word said that He would save His people from their sins. We must not think of this word as referring only to fleshly lineage. God made all mankind, and Jesus took on the sin of the whole world. But no one can claim to be His people while refusing the salvation God has accomplished. The people of Jesus are those who receive Him into their hearts as their own Savior and so belong to Him.

      A person who does not admit his sins feels no need of a Savior. It is like food not being urgent to a man who thinks he is already full. But the one who knows before the word of God that he is a sinner and one to be judged knows how precious the name Jesus is. The one whose heart has become poor—saying, I cannot escape this sin by my own strength; the Lord must save me—receives the gospel.

      

      To become the Lord’s people does not mean merely putting one’s name on a church register. It is believing that one’s sins passed over in Jesus’ baptism, believing that His Cross was the judgment of one’s own sins, and believing that through His resurrection one has received new life. By this faith we become righteous people without sin, receive the Holy Spirit, and come to belong to the kingdom of God. So in the words His people are contained both the grace of the Lord who accomplished salvation and the faith that believes in that grace.

      Jesus does not divide believers into the impressive and the unimpressive of this world. The highly educated and the unlearned, the rich and the poor, those with clean pasts and those with many shameful sins—He saves them all by the same gospel. He does not make people His own by comparing the size of their sins; He makes sinless those who believe in the salvation He accomplished by taking their sins upon Himself, and makes them His people.

      • HE HAS GIVEN THE REMISSION OF SIN, NEW LIFE, AND EVERLASTING LIFE

      That Jesus saved us from sin does not mean only that we escaped the single punishment of hell. It means that He brought to life the soul that was dead because of sin, made us God’s children, and gave us life to live forever. The remission of sin, new life, and everlasting life are not separate gifts. Because sin has been removed, the Holy Spirit dwells in the heart, and the person in whom the Holy Spirit dwells becomes one who has the life of God.

      We were born once in the flesh. But with this life alone, born a sinner in Adam, no one can enter the kingdom of God. Jesus said, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). When we believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, all the sins of the heart are washed away and we receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. This is being born again. It is not the flesh being born again from its mother’s body; it is being born anew as a soul without sin by believing in the righteousness of God.

      

      Everlasting life does not simply mean living a very long time. It is the life that enjoys the kingdom and the glory of God together with God, who lives forever. God sent His only begotten Son so that “whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Our flesh grows old and dies, but the risen Lord will raise believers to life again on the last day. The Lord overcame death and gives us resurrection and everlasting life. What no hero or religious leader of this world can give, Jesus alone gives.

      Therefore, a person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit has hope even before his own death. Our hope does not lie in the flesh never growing old, but in putting on a new body in the risen Lord and living forever. Even with present hardships and weaknesses, the end of a saved person is not destruction. It is eternal life together with the Lord.

      The standing of the person who has received this life also changes. Before, he was one waiting for judgment under the power of sin and Satan, but now he is a child of God without sin and one who will receive the kingdom of God as his inheritance. Even if he has little in this world and is not recognized by people, he is not lowly before God. He is one of the precious people whom Jesus bought at the price of His own body. His standing changed not because his circumstances improved, but because his sins were removed and he received the Holy Spirit through the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      Therefore, a person who has received everlasting life does not live only for the things of this earth. Knowing how precious the life the Lord has given him is, he lives passing on the same gospel to those still under sin. Serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit is not a price paid to obtain everlasting life; it is the life of thanksgiving offered by one who has already received everlasting life as a gift.

      

      • WE MUST NOT STOP AT KNOWING, BUT BELIEVE WITH THE HEART

      A person can know as knowledge the birth of Jesus, the baptism He received from John, the Cross, and the resurrection. If one attends church long, he can speak familiarly even the phrase the gospel of the water and the Spirit. But salvation does not come from memorizing the order of the gospel. We must receive into our hearts, as our own salvation, the facts God has spoken.

      First, we must admit before the word of God that we are sinners. We must not excuse ourselves, saying, I am better than others, or, this much sin is all right. We must acknowledge that God’s verdict—that where there is sin there must be judgment—is right. Then we must also accept as right, just as they are, the facts that God sent His Son; that Jesus, through the baptism He received from John, personally received all my sins passed on to Him; that He shed His blood and died on the Cross in my place; and that He rose again and brought me to life.

      To believe with the heart is not to make one’s feelings the ground. It is not that we are saved when our mood is fervent and become sinners again when our hearts are dry. It is truly acknowledging what God has said and what Jesus has accomplished. The Bible says, “With the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10). Faith is agreeing in the heart: if the Lord had not removed my sins like this, I would be one to be judged; but the Lord has saved me completely by the water and the blood and the Spirit.

      

      Even after being saved, we discover the weakness of the flesh. At such times we must not conclude that we have become sinners again. We must neither hide nor rationalize our wrongdoing, but admit it before God, while believing the gospel that the Lord already took on even that sin. Our salvation does not hang on our works becoming perfect; it hangs on the righteousness Jesus completed. By this faith we serve God without taking sin lightly and yet without being crushed by condemnation.

      The confession of a saved person is not a transaction asking God to remove again sins that were left unwashed. It is bringing one’s wrongdoing into the light of the Word, taking hold again of the righteousness of the Lord who took on even that sin, and turning from the wrong path. If Jesus had to be baptized again and hang on the Cross again every time we sinned, the Lord’s salvation would not be a complete salvation. But the Bible says, “We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10), and it also testifies, “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14). The Lord took on the sin of the whole world once for all and paid its price once for all.

      Because of this fact, the righteous cannot boast of their own works, and at the same time they need not despair over their own weakness. On days we have done well, we live by the righteousness of Jesus, and on days we discover failure, we also live by the righteousness of Jesus. Living like this within the gospel—honestly admitting what we are while boldly serving God—is the life of faith.

      Everyone, Jesus is not One who came merely as the baby of Christmas. He is the Savior who came in a sinless body, took our sins upon Himself, paid their price, and gave us new life and everlasting life. The word, “You shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), is the most certain declaration of salvation God has given us.

      

      Believe in the Lord who came conceived by the Holy Spirit,the Lord who received baptism from John the Baptist and had the sin of the whole world passed on to Him, the Lord who shed His blood on the Cross and paid the price of those sins in full, the Lord who rose again from the dead and brought us to life. He is Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in this gospel of the water and the Spirit with the heart has been saved from all sins, has become a child of God, and has obtained eternal life.
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      < Matthew 2:1-23 >

      

      “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’’ Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.’ When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son.’ Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more.’ Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.’ Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene.’”

      

      • 1) SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE CONTENT

      In Matthew chapter 2, Jesus came as the true King of the Jews and the Shepherd of Israel, and the responses of the people are divided into worship and rejection. The wise men from the East, guided by the star, came to find Jesus and worshiped Him, but Herod, who was then the king of Judea, sought to kill the baby Jesus in order to protect his own kingship. Through dreams God made the wise men return another way, and He directed Joseph to take Mary and the baby Jesus and flee to Egypt. Herod committed the cruel deed of killing the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity, but under God’s protection Jesus survived. After Herod died, Joseph’s family returned to Israel, and being guided by God again, they settled in Nazareth of Galilee. In this whole course of events, Jesus is the promised King, and the word of God is surely fulfilled even amid human evil and threats.

      1. The wise men from the East who came to find the King of the Jews (verses 1–2)

      Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king. The expression “in the days of Herod the king” indicates that the birth of Jesus was not a vague legend but an event that took place in concrete history. At that time Herod was ruling Judea with the power of Rome behind him, but the true King whom God sent was born quietly in Bethlehem.

      

      The wise men from the East saw the star and came all the way to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” They confessed that Jesus was not a baby with the possibility of becoming king someday, but the One who had already been born King. The text does not reveal the exact origin or the number of the wise men. Just because they offered three kinds of gifts, we cannot conclude that they were necessarily three men.

      What matters is that it was not those who were close to Jesus by blood, but Gentiles who came from the distant East, who first sought Him out and worshiped Him. Jesus is not a King for the Jews only, but the King whom all nations would come to and worship.

      2. Herod and Jerusalem, troubled at the news of the birth of Jesus (verses 3–6)

      When Herod heard the news that the “King of the Jews” had been born, he became greatly disturbed. It was because he thought that a new king had appeared who would threaten his own kingship. All Jerusalem was troubled together with him. The coming of the true King ought to have been joyful news, but to those who feared that their own positions and livelihood would be shaken, it became a threat.

      Herod gathered the chief priests and the scribes and asked them where the Christ was to be born. They answered accurately, on the basis of the word of the prophet, that it was Bethlehem of Judea. It was because they knew the prophecy that out of Bethlehem would come the Ruler and Shepherd of Israel.

      The chief priests and the scribes knew the content of the Scriptures, but the text does not record that they went with the wise men to find Jesus. Knowing the word of God as knowledge and believing that word and actually following it are not the same. The wise men from the East, on the other hand, did not know everything, but they walked the long road, following the guidance given to them.

      

      Jesus was born not in great and splendid Jerusalem but in the small town of Bethlehem. Yet little Bethlehem, because of God’s promise, was by no means an unimportant place. The value of the place where God works depends on His promise rather than on its human size or fame.

      3. Herod, who sought to kill Jesus under the pretense of worship (verses 7–8)

      Herod secretly called the wise men and asked them in detail about the time the star had appeared. And he asked them to let him know when they found the baby, saying that he too would go and worship Him. His real purpose, however, was not worship; it was to find Jesus and kill Him.

      Herod’s words and his heart were completely opposite. Outwardly he said he would worship Jesus, but inwardly he could not accept Jesus’ becoming King. The greed to protect his own throne led him into deceit and murder.

      In this chapter, Herod and Jesus stand in contrast. Herod was a false king who sacrificed even other people’s lives to protect his own power, but Jesus came as the true King and Shepherd who cares for His people.

      4. The wise men who worshiped Jesus under the guidance of the star (verses 9–11)

      When the wise men left Jerusalem, the star they had seen in the East appeared again and guided them. The star stood over the place where the baby was, and the wise men rejoiced greatly when they saw the star. In Herod’s palace, which they had entered by human conjecture alone, they did not meet Jesus, but when they followed the guidance God gave, they finally met Him.

      

      The wise men went into the house and saw the baby Jesus with Mary His mother. They fell down before the baby and worshiped Him, and they opened their treasure boxes and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The object of their worship was not Mary but the baby Jesus.

      Gold, frankincense, and myrrh were very precious goods in those days. The text does not directly interpret the meaning of the three gifts, but what is clear is that the wise men did not treat Jesus as an ordinary baby; they gave Him the worship due a King and their most precious gifts. Their worship appeared concretely, not in mere words, but through bowing down and through their gifts.

      5. The wise men who returned to their own country another way (verse 12)

      Through a dream, God directed the wise men not to return to Herod. Putting God’s direction before their promise to Herod, the wise men returned to their own country another way.

      If they had gone back to Herod and told him where the baby was, they themselves would have been in danger, and the baby Jesus could also have been put in crisis. Their obedience in following God’s guidance protected both the wise men and the baby Jesus from Herod’s evil scheme.

      After meeting Jesus, the wise men did not go on the road they had previously planned. They followed the new road God showed them. True worship does not end with offering gifts; it leads to the obedience that actually changes the direction of one’s life according to the word of God.

      6. The family of Jesus who fled to Egypt (verses 13–15)

      

      After the wise men departed, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and commanded him to take the baby and His mother and flee to Egypt, because Herod would seek the baby to kill Him. On the very night he received the direction, Joseph arose at once and left for Egypt with the baby and Mary.

      Joseph did not wait until the danger appeared before his eyes, nor did he first calculate his own circumstances. He heard the word of God and obeyed immediately. The obedience he had shown in Matthew chapter 1, when he took Mary in as his wife, continued in Matthew chapter 2 as well.

      The family of Jesus stayed in Egypt until Herod died. Matthew explains this event as the fulfillment of the word, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” This word originally refers to the history of the Exodus, in which God called the people of Israel out of Egypt, but by going down to Egypt and coming out again, Jesus retraced that history within His own life.

      God’s protection does not always appear only in the form of removing the danger itself. At times God makes His people leave for another place to escape danger, and He fulfills His promise even on that road of refuge.

      7. Herod, who killed the little children of Bethlehem (verses 16–18)

      When the wise men did not return, Herod realized that he had been deceived and was greatly enraged. Based on the time of the star’s appearing, which he had ascertained from the wise men, he ordered that all the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity be put to death.

      The human desire to protect one’s own power produces cruel results. Herod, who had sought to kill Jesus, inflicted immeasurable pain on innocent little children and their families. The text does not minimize this tragedy or explain it away easily; it records the wailing of the mothers as it was.

      

      Matthew connects this event with the lamentation of Rachel recorded by Jeremiah. As the word says, “A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,” Bethlehem was filled with the weeping of mothers who had lost their children. Even while God’s history of salvation was advancing, the real pain and sorrow caused by the sin of an evil man existed.

      But Herod’s plan did not succeed in the end. The baby Jesus was in Egypt under God’s protection, and Herod died without keeping his power forever. Human evil can leave deep wounds, but it can never bring down God’s plan of salvation.

      8. The death of Herod and the family that returned to Israel (verses 19–21)

      After Herod died, the angel of the Lord appeared again to Joseph in Egypt. The angel commanded him to take the baby and His mother and return to the land of Israel, because those who had sought the baby’s life were dead.

      This time also Joseph obeyed immediately and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and Mary. Both the departure for Egypt and the return were not Joseph’s personal plans but acts that followed God’s guidance.

      Just as the word “those who sought the young Child’s life are dead” says, human power has a limit. Herod tried to kill Jesus, but in the end the one who died was Herod, and Jesus, who had been threatened with death, lived and returned to the land of Israel.

      9. Settling in Nazareth of Galilee (verses 22–23)

      When Joseph heard that Archelaus, Herod’s son, was ruling over Judea, he was afraid to go there. It was because Archelaus, too, was known as a cruel ruler. God guided Joseph again through a dream, and Joseph took his family to the region of Galilee.

      

      They settled in a town of Galilee called Nazareth. Nazareth was not a great and honored city but a small town that received no attention and was despised by people. Jesus did not grow up in a royal palace or in a center of religion; He grew up being called a Nazarene.

      There is no single verse of the Old Testament that corresponds exactly to the expression “He shall be called a Nazarene.” This can be understood to mean that the prophetic stream of the several prophets who said that the Messiah would be brought low and despised was fulfilled through Jesus’ life in Nazareth.

      The whole course in which Jesus was born in Bethlehem, fled to Egypt, and grew up in Nazareth was no accidental movement. Even amid the threats of Herod and Archelaus, God fulfilled His word and protected Jesus until He would carry out the work of salvation.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 2

      First, Jesus is not a temporary worldly king like Herod, but the true King whom God sent and the Shepherd who cares for His people.

      Second, the wise men from the East sought Jesus out from afar and worshiped Him, but Herod tried to kill Him, and there is no record in the text that the religious leaders, though they knew the word, went and worshiped Him. People’s responses to Jesus are divided into worship and rejection.

      Third, knowing the word of God as knowledge alone is not enough; like the wise men from the East and Joseph, one needs the obedience that believes the word and actually follows it.

      Fourth, God guided the wise men and Joseph through the star, the prophecy of the Scriptures, and dreams, and He protected Jesus in the midst of Herod’s evil scheme.

      

      Fifth, the event in which the little children of Bethlehem were killed shows the tragedy that human sin and the lust for power produce, and it shows that God’s history of salvation does not treat the suffering of this present reality lightly.

      Sixth, the words concerning Bethlehem, Egypt, Ramah, and Nazareth were fulfilled just as they were written, and God’s plan of salvation was not interrupted even by human evil and threats.

      Seventh, Herod tried to kill Jesus, but he himself died first, and Jesus survived under God’s protection. The power of the world is temporary, but the word of God and the kingship of Christ do not collapse.

      To sum up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 2 is a chapter of worship and rejection, of suffering and providence, in which the wise men from the East came and worshiped Jesus, who came as the King of kings, and Herod tried to kill Him, but God protected and guided Jesus, fulfilling all the prophecies and making Him grow up in Nazareth.

      • 2) MATTHEW CHAPTER 2 SEEN FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      

      In Matthew chapter 2, the responses toward Jesus, the King of kings, are divided into worship and rejection. The wise men from the East, guided by God, came to Jesus and worshiped Him, but Herod tried to kill Jesus in order to keep his own throne. Seen from the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, Jesus came not merely as the political king of Israel, but as the Savior who would later take the sins of all mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, receive the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and rise again. God protected Jesus from the attack made through Herod because this work of salvation had to be accomplished without fail at the appointed time. The gold, frankincense, and myrrh that the wise men presented are gifts that confess faith in Jesus as God, King, and Savior, prayer offered up to Him, and the unchanging truth guaranteed by His death and resurrection. This chapter asks whether a person will make himself king, or receive Jesus as his Savior and true King.

      1. The Savior of all mankind who came as the King of kings (verses 1–2)

      The wise men from the East saw the star and came all the way to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” Jesus was not a baby who had the possibility of becoming king someday; He was the One who was King from His birth. He is not one who became king by human power like Herod, but the King of kings whom God sent.

      Jesus did not come as a king who rules people by force or lays a heavier law upon them. He came as the King who saves sinners by taking their sins upon His own body and receiving the judgment of those sins in their place. Worldly kings sacrifice others to preserve their own places, but Jesus is the true King who saves His people by giving His own life.

      The kingship of Jesus cannot be separated from the gospel of the water and the Spirit. It is because Jesus took the sins of mankind upon Himself once and for all with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, paid the wages of those sins on the Cross, and overcame sin and death by rising again. Therefore, to believe in Jesus as King is not merely to exalt His status, but to receive into one’s heart the righteousness of salvation that He accomplished.

      

      The wise men from the East were Gentiles, not Jews. Jesus came as the Savior of not only the Jews but all mankind. In Jesus, the faith that believes in Him matters more than nationality or bloodline.

      2. The heart of Herod, who refused to let Jesus be King (verses 3–8)

      Herod was troubled when he heard that the King of the Jews had been born. Before he even knew who Jesus was, he feared losing his own throne. Outwardly he said, “That I may come and worship Him also,” but inwardly he harbored the intent to kill Jesus.

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, Herod shows the heart of a sinner who wants to be king himself. A person can call Jesus Lord with his lips while actually seating his own thoughts, desires, and righteousness on the throne of his heart. If one hates for Jesus to rule over him and tries to live according to his own will, he is heading in the same direction as the heart of Herod.

      The chief priests and the scribes knew accurately, through the Scriptures, that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem. But there is no record that they went with the wise men from the East to worship Jesus. They had knowledge about the word, but they had no heart to believe and follow that word.

      No one is saved by biblical knowledge and religious position alone. Knowing many things about Jesus is different from believing with the heart the word that He has completely solved my problem of sin with the baptism He received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection. Salvation depends not on the amount of knowledge but on the faith that receives the truth into the heart.

      

      3. The wise men who met Jesus under the guidance of the star (verses 9–10)

      The wise men from the East, while following the star, entered the royal palace in Jerusalem according to their own thoughts. It was because they could think that a king would naturally be born in a splendid palace. But the true King was not in Herod’s palace. When they followed God’s guidance again, the star appeared and led them to the place where the baby Jesus was.

      Spiritually, the star shows the word of God and the guidance of the true gospel that lead people to Jesus. No one can meet Jesus rightly by his own thoughts and religious common sense alone. One must receive the guidance of the word that testifies who Jesus is and how He has saved sinners.

      True guidance teaches that Jesus is God and the Savior who came in the flesh of man. It also makes clear that Jesus took all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, received the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and accomplished eternal salvation by rising again. When a person receives this guidance of the gospel, he comes out of the palace of his own thoughts and meets the true Jesus.

      It is recorded that when the wise men saw the star again, they “rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.” This same joy arises when a sinner comes to know, through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, that Jesus has solved all his sins. The assurance of the remission of sin does not come from forcibly stirring up human emotions; it comes from believing in the completed salvation.

      

      4. The faith confessed with gold, frankincense, and myrrh (verse 11)

      The wise men from the East fell down before the baby Jesus and worshiped Him, and they opened their treasure boxes and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh. What they offered first was not material things but the heart that bowed down, acknowledging Jesus as King. The true gift offered to Jesus begins with the faith that believes in Him as God, Savior, and King.

      Gold represents unchanging faith. It is the faith that believes that Jesus is the Creator God, the One who came in the flesh of man to save us from sin. It is also the faith that believes without wavering the word that Jesus removed all our sins with the baptism He received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      Frankincense represents the prayer offered to God. Just as frankincense was used as incense offered up to God, those who have received the remission of sin believe in Jesus as God and pray to Him. They do not pray putting forward their own righteousness and religious merits; they pray giving thanks for the salvation the Lord has bestowed and asking for His help and guidance.

      Myrrh was a spice that brings death and burial to mind and at the same time prevented decay. This shows that Jesus took our sins upon Himself and died, and that through His resurrection He completed the salvation that remains unchanged forever. The salvation of Jesus is not a temporary salvation that loses its effect as time passes, but a complete salvation that remains unchanged forever.

      

      The faith that offers gold, frankincense, and myrrh is not a faith that selects and believes only a part of the gospel. It is to believe, as one salvation, that Jesus is God, together with the passing of sins through the baptism He received from John, the judgment through the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection from the dead. If one believes only in the Cross without knowing when and how sins were passed on to Jesus, he cannot fully understand the process of salvation.

      5. The faith of the wise men who returned another way (verse 12)

      The wise men received the direction in a dream not to return to Herod, and they returned to their own country another way. Before they met Jesus, they had intended to report back to Herod, but after they heard the word of God, they abandoned their former plan and chose a new road.

      Those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit must also not return to the old road on which they tried to obtain salvation by their own righteousness and religious efforts. If one believes in Jesus and yet tries to remove his own sins with repeated prayers of repentance, good deeds, and service, he is returning to the road of relying on his own merits.

      True repentance does not end with regretting one’s wrongs emotionally. It is to turn from the thought that one can become righteous by his own efforts, and to believe the word that Jesus completed the salvation with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection. Those who have met Christ abandon the road of making their own deeds the ground of salvation and walk the new road of believing in the righteousness the Lord has accomplished.

      6. Jesus, who was protected until He accomplished the work of salvation (verses 13–15)

      

      When Herod sought to kill the baby Jesus, God told Joseph to flee to Egypt. That very night Joseph left at once with the baby and Mary. God’s protection of Jesus did not stop at merely rescuing one young life from danger. It was because there was the work of salvation that Jesus had to accomplish in the future.

      Jesus could not die at just any time in the hands of Herod. After growing up, He had to meet John the Baptist, who had been established as the representative of mankind, and take the sins of all people upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. After that, bearing those sins, He had to be judged on the Cross and rise again from the dead.

      Jesus is not One who died as an accidental victim. He is the One who, according to the process of salvation God had appointed, first took the sins upon Himself and then paid the wages of those sins on the Cross. God protected the young Jesus from Herod’s attack until He would fulfill all this righteousness.

      7. The Son called out of Egypt and the salvation from the slavery of sin (verse 15)

      Jesus’ going to Egypt and returning to Israel fulfilled the word, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Egypt was the place where the people of Israel had long lived in slavery. By going down to that land of slavery and coming out of it again at God’s call, Jesus retraced the history of Israel’s Exodus within His own life.

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, Egypt brings to mind the slavery of sin and death. No one can escape from the power of sin by his own strength. Just as Moses led Israel out of Egypt, Jesus came as the Leader of a new Exodus who saves those who serve as slaves of sin.

      

      This salvation was accomplished as Jesus received all the sins of mankind onto His own body with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, bore the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and overcame the power of sin and death through the resurrection. Those who believe this fact come out of Egypt, where sin rules, and live as God’s people.

      The water signifies that sins were passed on to Jesus through the baptism He received from John; the blood signifies that the penalty of those sins was paid in full on the Cross; and the Spirit testifies that Jesus, who accomplished all this, is the Son of God and God Himself. The resurrection is the evidence that the salvation has been completed and new life has been given.

      8. The attack of Satan, who tried to destroy the gospel of the water and the Spirit (verses 16–18)

      When the wise men did not return, Herod killed the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity. This was the cruel sin of a tyrant trying to protect his own kingship. God did not command this evil, and the text does not treat lightly the wailing of the mothers who lost their children.

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, behind Herod’s attack there was the resistance of Satan, who tried to block the Savior’s ministry. Satan tried to cut off the young life of Jesus so that He could not grow up, receive the sins of mankind passed on to Him with the baptism He would receive from John, and bring down the power of Satan through the Cross and the resurrection.

      But God’s plan of salvation was not interrupted. Jesus was protected and grew up; at the appointed time He took all sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John; and He completed the salvation with the Cross and the resurrection. Satan tried to remove Jesus through Herod, but he could not block God’s plan to fulfill His righteousness.

      

      The figure of Herod can appear today as well. Making people refuse in their hearts to let Jesus be King, keeping them from believing the gospel of the water and the Spirit wholly, and making them hold on to human works and religious zeal as conditions of salvation—these are workings in the same direction. Satan tries not only to keep people from believing in Jesus, but also to make those who say they believe miss the complete gospel.

      9. The Savior who grew up as a despised Nazarene (verses 19–23)

      After Herod died, the family of Jesus returned to Israel, but under God’s guidance they settled again in Nazareth of Galilee. Nazareth was not a splendid or respected place but a small town despised by people.

      Jesus did not grow up enjoying power in a royal palace. He grew up in the lowest and most despised place, in the form of an ordinary man. Jesus is not a Savior only for the high and the strong, but the One who came to save those brought low by sin and trespasses.

      Bethlehem was a small town; Egypt was a land that reminds one of slavery; and Nazareth was a despised, remote corner. By passing through such low places, Jesus came down to the lowest place of sinners. And at last He personally took upon Himself the sin and the judgment of sinners and accomplished the complete salvation.

      The standard of salvation that Matthew chapter 2 shows

      

      The chief priests and the scribes knew the Scriptures, but there is no record in the text that they went to Jesus and worshiped Him. Herod spoke of worship, but in reality he rejected Jesus. The wise men from the East, on the other hand, followed the word and the guidance given to them, went to Jesus, and fell down before Him.

      Therefore, the standard of salvation does not lie in a long church career, biblical knowledge, religious office, good deeds, service, fasting, or repeated prayers of repentance. None of these can take the place of the remission of sin that Jesus has completed. The remission of sin is not a reward earned by human effort but a gift the Lord gives freely.

      The faith that receives salvation is to believe with the heart that Jesus is God; that He took all my sins—past, present, and future—upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist; that He paid the wages of those sins in full on the Cross; and that He rose again. To those who believe this gospel and receive the remission of sin, the Holy Spirit comes as a gift.

      To have received the remission of sin does not mean that one’s flesh has become perfect and never goes wrong again. The flesh is still weak, but because Jesus has already taken all sins upon Himself and been judged for them, the believer is no longer a sinner to be condemned before God but has become righteous. From that point true prayer, thanksgiving, and the life of faith begin.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 2

      First, Jesus is not a king established by human power, but the King of kings who gives His own life to save sinners.

      Second, Herod revealed the heart of a sinner who wants to be king himself, and the wise men from the East bowed down before Jesus with the faith that acknowledges Him as King.

      Third, the biblical knowledge of the chief priests and the scribes was not enough for them to meet Jesus; the faith that believes and follows the word of God and the guidance of the gospel was needed.

      

      Fourth, gold, frankincense, and myrrh represent the faith that believes that Jesus is God and the Savior, the prayer offered to Him, and the unchanging truth guaranteed by His death and resurrection.

      Fifth, God protected the young Jesus from Herod’s attack because Jesus had to complete the salvation of mankind in the future with the baptism He received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      Sixth, Jesus, who came out of Egypt, became the Leader of a new Exodus who delivers people from the slavery of sin and death.

      Seventh, the attack through Herod shows Satan’s resistance to block the work of salvation, but no power of man or Satan could bring down God’s plan of salvation.

      Eighth, salvation is not obtained by human works or religious merits; it is the gift of God received by believing with the heart that Jesus is God, together with the passing of sins through the baptism He received from John, the judgment through the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      To sum up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 2 is a chapter that proclaims that Jesus, who came as the King of kings, was protected and grew up amid the attacks of Herod and Satan, and that God’s plan, by which Jesus at last took the sins of all mankind upon Himself and completed the salvation through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection, was surely fulfilled.
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          BIBLICAL EXPOSITION 2


          
            GOD PROTECTED JESUS, THE TRUE KING, AND FULFILLED HIS WORD

          

        

      

    

    
      • INTRODUCTION

      Matthew chapter 2 contrasts those who worshiped Jesus, who came as the King of the Jews, with those who tried to remove Him. The wise men from the East traveled a long road to come and worship the baby Jesus, but Herod tried to kill Jesus to protect his own kingship. The religious leaders of Jerusalem knew that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem, but the text does not record that they went with the wise men to find Jesus.

      The wise men came to Jerusalem under the guidance of the star, but they came to know the place where the Christ would be born through the word of the Scriptures. When they found the baby Jesus, they fell down and worshiped Him and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold represents the faith that believes in the salvation Jesus would accomplish; frankincense, the prayer that the saved offer to God; and myrrh, the truth of salvation that remains unchanged forever. God guided them not to return to Herod but to go back another way.

      

      Herod’s murderous plot was the hostility of Satan the Devil, who tried to block God’s work of salvation through human power. To remove Jesus, Herod killed the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and all its districts. But unlike Herod, who sacrificed the people to keep his own position, Jesus came as the true King who gives His own life to save His people.

      God spoke to Joseph and had the baby Jesus flee to Egypt, and after Herod died, He brought Him back to the land of Israel. The flight to Egypt and the return, the wailing of Bethlehem, and the settlement in Nazareth are all connected with the words spoken through the prophets. Even amid human evil and the confusion of the age, God’s providence and the promise of salvation were not interrupted.

      Satan’s obstruction could not bring down the saving work of Jesus Christ either. It was because Jesus, at the appointed time, had to take the sins of all the people of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist and complete the salvation with the Cross and the resurrection. Matthew chapter 2 contrasts the faith that believes in and worships the true King with the unbelief that rejects Him; and God overcame every adversary and surely accomplished the salvation He had planned.

      • THOSE WHO HAVE MET JESUS, WHO CAME AS THE TRUE KING, WORSHIP HIM, BELIEVE IN THE SALVATION HE ACCOMPLISHED WITH THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT, AND LIVE FOLLOWING GOD’S GUIDANCE, NOT THEIR OWN THOUGHTS

      

      “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’’ Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way” (Matthew 2:1–12).

      Jesus was born in Bethlehem when Herod was ruling Judea. Herod held the power of a king at that time, but he was not the true King whom God had established. Jesus, on the other hand, was born in little Bethlehem, not in an outwardly splendid palace, yet He is the Christ sent by God and the King of kings.

      

      The birth of Jesus took place not in a legend but in actual history. God governs even the history of mankind and the movements of those in power, and He sent the Savior at the place and time He had promised through the prophets. However strong the power of a human king may look, it cannot block God’s plan of salvation.

      The wise men from the East were not Israelites, but they saw the star announcing that the King of the Jews had been born and traveled a long road. Their purpose was not to collect knowledge about the new King or to gain political profit. They said plainly that they “have come to worship Him.”

      The salvation of Jesus Christ is not limited to the Jewish nation. God opened the way for people in far Gentile regions also to seek the Christ. Even though nation, language, and origin differ, whoever seeks the Savior God sent and believes in the salvation He accomplished becomes one of God’s people.

      The wise men may well have thought that the King of the Jews would naturally be in Jerusalem, the capital. But Jesus was not in the royal palace of Jerusalem. With human common sense and worldly scale, no one can accurately find the work of God. Only by following the word God has recorded and His guidance can one meet the Christ rightly.

      When Herod the king and all Jerusalem heard the news the wise men brought, they were troubled. The news that the true King had come was glad news that would save sinners, but to Herod, who wanted to keep his own power, it sounded like a threat. Fearing to lose his throne, he saw Jesus not as the object of worship but as a rival to be removed.

      The heart of a person who says he believes in Jesus and yet still wants to remain king of his own life is the same as the heart of Herod. To use Jesus only as a means to one’s own desires and success, and to reject His word whenever it conflicts with one’s own will, is not true faith. To believe in Jesus is to receive Him as one’s King and Master.

      

      Herod gathered the chief priests and the scribes and asked them where the Christ was to be born. On the basis of the word of the prophet, they answered accurately that it was Bethlehem of Judea. They knew the place recorded in the Scriptures, but they themselves did not go to Bethlehem to seek or worship the Christ.

      They had biblical knowledge, but their hearts did not respond to the fact that the word had actually been fulfilled. Knowing the Bible well and holding religious office does not in itself save anyone. One must apply the written word to oneself and believe from the heart in Jesus Christ whom God sent and in His salvation.

      Bethlehem was a small town of Judea, but God caused the Shepherd who would rule His people to come from there. God does not use only the great and splendid places of the world. He fulfills His promise even in places people consider small, and He puts His own will before outward conditions.

      Jesus is a different King from Herod, who lorded it over the people and sought his own gain. He is the Shepherd who feeds and protects His people and leads them into the way of life. He is the true Shepherd and King who gives His own body to save His people, who are caught by sin and death.

      Herod told the wise men that he too would go and worship the baby. But his words were not sincere. Behind the pious expression of worship he hid his evil purpose of killing Jesus. Religious words and outward piety do not always prove true faith.

      A person can call on the name of Jesus and quote the Scriptures while actually trying to protect his own power, wealth, and honor. God sees not only the expression of the lips but the center of the heart. Those who truly believe in Jesus do not use Him to exalt themselves; they yield the throne of their hearts to Him.

      

      When the wise men set out again, the star they had seen in the East suddenly appeared and guided them. The star went before them to the place where the baby was and stood over it. When the wise men had gone to Jerusalem by their own conjecture, they did not meet the Christ, but when they followed the guidance God gave, they arrived at the exact place.

      The star in this text is a special sign God gave to lead the wise men from the East to Jesus. Believers today must not carry on their life of faith following astrology or arbitrary signs. They must follow the word God has recorded and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and receive the guidance and help of the church that preaches that word rightly.

      The words of church leaders or of believers who have gone before can never stand above the Scriptures. True guidance does not bind people to a particular individual but leads them to Jesus Christ and the gospel. Just as the star that guided the wise men stopped over the place where the baby Jesus was, right spiritual guidance leads people to worship not the guide himself but Jesus.

      It is recorded that when the wise men saw the star, they “rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.” Their joy came not from a comfortable journey or worldly success but from the fact that they would now meet the King God had sent. The way for a sinner to gain true joy also lies not in fulfilling all his own desires but in meeting Jesus the Savior.

      They went into the house and saw the baby with Mary. And they fell down and worshiped not Mary but the baby Jesus. Mary was a precious woman who received God’s grace and gave birth to Jesus, but she is not the Savior. The One who is to be worshiped and who saves sinners is Jesus Christ alone.

      

      The wise men worshiped the baby Jesus not because of His outward appearance. They bowed down before a seemingly ordinary young child, but they believed that He was the King God had sent. True faith does not judge by visible circumstances alone but accepts what God has said about Jesus.

      Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and came as the sinless Son of God. After He had grown, He took all the sins of the world upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. As John the Baptist, who had been established as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus, our original sin and actual sins—all the sins of the past, the present, and the future—were passed on to Him.

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not a baptism of repentance received because He had sin. It was the event in which the sinless Lamb of God received all the sins of mankind and fulfilled the righteousness of God. Thereby sinners gained the way to be saved by passing their sins on to Jesus, not by washing their sins away with their own efforts.

      Carrying the sin of the world that He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, and died. The Cross is not the place where He first took on sins, but the place where He received the punishment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. He paid the wages of sin in full in our place, and He was buried and rose again in three days.

      The Son of God who came conceived by the Holy Spirit, the bearing of sins through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and the judgment through the blood of the Cross and the resurrection constitute one complete salvation. Whoever believes in this gospel of the water and the Spirit with the heart receives the remission of all sins, receives the Holy Spirit, and becomes one of God’s people who serve Jesus as their King.

      

      The wise men from the East opened their treasure boxes and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts. Although the text does not directly explain the symbolism of each gift, these gifts can be considered in connection with the faith that confesses who Jesus is.

      Gold, as a precious gift worthy of a king, shows the faith that confesses that Jesus is the King of kings. To believe in Jesus as King is to set His word above one’s own thoughts and to place the purpose of one’s life in His will. One must not call Him Lord with the lips only while continuing to serve one’s own desires as king.

      Frankincense brings to mind the incense and prayer offered to God. Jesus is the Son of God who hears prayer and leads sinners to God. Those who are saved should not rely on their own ability, but pray to the Lord their King and ask for the wisdom and strength to serve the gospel and souls.

      Myrrh, a spice used for dead bodies, brings to mind that Jesus would suffer and die for sinners. The baby Jesus did not come merely to receive people’s respect; He came to sacrifice His own body to save mankind from sin. Those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit confess that His sacrifice and resurrection were the salvation for themselves.

      The faith that offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh is the faith that receives Jesus as King, God, and Savior. Salvation is not obtained by offering many material things as gifts. It is first to believe who Jesus is and how He has removed all sins, and then, in gratitude for that grace, to offer one’s heart and life to the Lord.

      The wise men received the direction in a dream not to return to Herod, and they went back to their own country another way. They followed God’s direction rather than their original plan or Herod’s command. True faith does not cling to the old road even after coming to know God’s will; it obeys the word and changes direction.

      

      “Another way” does not mean that every believer must change his occupation and residence. It shows the changed direction of life: before meeting Jesus one lived following his own desires and judgment, but after being saved one lives with Jesus as King, following the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Those who are saved must not return to a self-centered life like Herod’s.

      Matthew 2:1–12 contrasts Herod, who rejected Jesus; the religious leaders, of whom there is no record that they acted even though they knew the word; and the wise men from the East, who followed God’s guidance and worshiped Jesus. What matters is not knowledge about the Bible or pious words, but the faith that seeks Jesus, the true King, and worships Him from the heart.

      Unlike Herod, who sacrificed the people to protect his own kingship, Jesus is the King who sacrificed Himself to save His people. Those who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit receive the remission of all sins and become His people, and they live serving Jesus the King, following not their own thoughts and desires but the word of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

      • GOD PROTECTED THE BABY JESUS AMID HEROD’S CRUEL ATTACK AND FULFILLED THE PROMISE OF SALVATION, AND THROUGH THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT, JESUS SAVED THOSE WHO HAD BECOME SLAVES TO SIN AND DEATH

      

      “Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.’ When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son.’ Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more’” (Matthew 2:13–18).

      After the wise men from the East left another way, the angel of the Lord appeared in Joseph’s dream. Together with the fact that Herod would seek the baby Jesus to destroy Him, the concrete command was given to take the baby and His mother and flee to Egypt. God already knew Herod’s scheme, and He prepared the way of salvation ahead of that evil scheme.

      The text repeatedly says “the young Child and His mother.” The center of the event is not Joseph or Mary but the baby Jesus whom God sent. Mary was the precious mother who gave birth to Jesus, and Joseph took the responsibility of protecting the family, but the Savior of all mankind is Jesus.

      God’s protection of Jesus does not end at preserving the life of one baby. It was because Jesus had to bear all the sins of mankind with the baptism He would later receive from John and complete the salvation through the judgment of the Cross and the resurrection. If Herod had killed Jesus, the process of salvation God had appointed would have been hindered, so God had the baby Jesus flee to safety through Joseph.

      

      Fleeing to Egypt was not an act of little faith, or of doubting God’s power out of fear of Herod. Because God had said to flee, fleeing itself was faith. True faith is not recklessly ignoring danger and waiting only for a miracle; it is acknowledging the danger God has made known and obeying the way He has spoken.

      Believers also, when real danger comes upon themselves, their families, and the weak, may flee to a safe place and seek appropriate protection. Remaining in a violent situation is not always greater faith. When God gives wisdom and a way of escape, following it is also the obedience of faith.

      The angel of the Lord said to Joseph, “Stay there until I bring you word.” Joseph had to go to Egypt without knowing the exact date when he could return. He had to wait for God’s next word not only when he set out but also while he stayed there. Faith is not moving at the time one wants but waiting for God’s time.

      After waking from the dream, Joseph did not put it off until daybreak. That very night he left for Egypt with the baby and Mary. The sudden move must have brought fear, inconvenience, and much sacrifice, but he put the word of God before his own circumstances.

      Joseph’s obedience was not the attitude of one who leaves his family in danger and claims that he alone has faith. He acted directly to protect the family God had entrusted to him. Faith does not stay at inward agreement; it appears as responsible, obedient action.

      The family of Jesus stayed in Egypt until Herod died. Herod, who held worldly power at that time, acted as if he would reign forever, but in the end he died. Jesus, who had seemed like a helpless baby, survived under God’s protection. Human power lasts only a moment, but the word of God and the kingship of Christ are eternal.

      

      Jesus’ going down to Egypt and coming out again fulfilled the word, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” This word first brings to mind the history of the Exodus, in which God called Israel out of its slavery in Egypt. The history of the Exodus was fulfilled with a deeper meaning in Jesus, the true Son of God.

      The people of Israel were freed from Egypt, but they sinned again in the wilderness and in the promised land. Though they escaped outward slavery, they could not escape the sin of their hearts by themselves. Mankind needed a true Leader who would save them not only from political oppression but from the power of sin and death.

      Jesus came as the Savior of a new Exodus who leads out those who have become slaves of sin. He did not merely command the people to break the chains of sin by themselves; with His own body He took all their sins upon Himself and was judged, opening the way of real liberation.

      Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born as the sinless, unblemished Lamb of God. After He had grown, He took upon His own body all the sins committed by all mankind, from Adam to the last person, with the baptism He received from John. As John the Baptist, established as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus, all our sins were passed on to Him.

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not for washing away any sin of His own. It was the event in which the sinless Son of God received the original sin and actual sins of sinners—all their sins of the past, the present, and the future—and fulfilled the righteousness of God. This is the work of the water that makes sinners escape from the slavery of their sins.

      

      Carrying the sin of the world that He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, and died. The Cross is not the place where sins were first passed on to Jesus, but the place where He received the judgment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. Since the wages of sin is death, Jesus paid the wages of all those sins in full by dying in our place.

      Jesus was buried and rose again in three days. The resurrection is the evidence that the powers of sin, death, and Satan were defeated and that the salvation He accomplished is complete. To believe together in the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit, the bearing of sins through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and the judgment through the blood of the Cross and the resurrection is to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      Because He had to accomplish this work of salvation, God protected the baby Jesus from Herod’s hand. Jesus is not a victim who died by chance in some other place while being hunted by Herod. He is the Savior who, at God’s time, took the sins of mankind upon Himself and willingly received the judgment of those sins.

      When the wise men did not return, Herod was exceedingly angry. His rage came from the frustration of his own kingship and will. When he failed to get the information he wanted, he sent men and killed innocent children with the power of the state. The sin of serving his own desire as king trampled even the lives of others.

      Herod’s slaughter was not something God commanded or delighted in. That God knew it beforehand and recorded it in the word is different from His approving that evil. The moral responsibility for this event lies with Herod, who ordered the children killed to protect his own power, and with those who carried out that order.

      

      The wise men’s reporting of the King’s birth to Herod became the occasion of the event, but the ultimate responsibility for killing the children must not be laid on them. Herod chose to use that information for his own evil purpose. No one can make another person’s mistake or shortcoming the excuse for his own crime.

      Sin and the lust for power produce cruel results. Sin does not stay as a small desire in the heart; it can grow into deceit, violence, and murder. Especially when a man in power absolutizes his own position, the weak and powerless are the first to be harmed.

      Behind Herod’s attack there was also the resistance of Satan, who tried to block the ministry of the Savior whom God sent. Satan tried to remove Jesus before He would take the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He would receive from John and bring down Satan’s power with the judgment of the Cross and the resurrection. But no scheme of man or Satan could annul God’s plan of salvation.

      The fact that God protected Jesus must not be interpreted to mean that the lives of the other children were less important. The text does not treat the children’s death as a small sacrifice; it records it as a tragedy in which Rachel wept for her children and refused to be comforted. God does not turn away from the tears and weeping of those who suffer because of sin.

      The word “A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning” does not say that faith removes all sorrow at once. The grief of parents who have lost a child is not a pain that can be erased with a few words of comfort. The Scriptures do not suppress that wailing or rebuke it as unbelief; they record it as it is within the word of God.

      

      The word about Rachel in Jeremiah is originally connected with the sorrow of Israel being carried away as captives. But in the context of that prophecy there is also the hope that the scattered people would return. Recording the wailing of Bethlehem, Matthew makes us look at the pain born of human sin and, at the same time, at the hope of salvation that God would finally restore His people.

      Jesus is not One who stayed far from human pain and enjoyed only safety. From His birth He was threatened with death, became a refugee in a foreign land, and at last received the hatred and violence of men. God did not comfort human pain with words only; He personally put on the body of a man and entered into that pain.

      On the Cross, Jesus bore the judgment not only for the sins of evil rulers like Herod but for the sins of all people. In us, too, there is the same sinful tendency as Herod’s: hurting others to protect our own will and refusing the word of Jesus. Therefore we must not read this text as a word that condemns only certain evil men, but must acknowledge that we also are sinners who need the salvation of Jesus.

      To believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit is not to turn away from the violence of reality and the pain of its victims. We must call sin sin, protect the weak, stand with the sorrowing victims, and discern unrighteous power. At the same time we must preach the word of salvation, that Jesus has completely taken upon Himself the root of sin, which human strength alone can never remove.

      The standard of salvation does not lie in whether one has escaped every danger and pain in this world. Persecution, loss, and tears can come to believers as well. The standard of salvation lies in whether one has believed with the heart that Jesus removed all his sins with the water and the blood, and so has received the remission of sin and the Holy Spirit.

      

      A person who has received the remission of sin has not become someone whose flesh is perfect and never goes wrong again. But because he believes the fact that Jesus has already taken all sins upon Himself and been judged for them, before God he is a righteous person who has received the remission of sin. Led by the Holy Spirit, he must not harm others to protect his own desires like Herod, but must obey the word and protect the lives entrusted to him like Joseph.

      In Matthew 2:13–18, Herod’s evil power killed innocent children and raised wailing over the land, but God’s plan of salvation was never interrupted. God protected Jesus and had Him complete the salvation with the water, the blood, and the resurrection at the appointed time, and He delivers those who believe this gospel from the slavery of sin and death and makes them His people.

      • HEROD’S POWER ENDED WITH HIS DEATH, BUT THE WORD OF GOD WAS FULFILLED, AND JESUS, WHO WAS BROUGHT LOW IN NAZARETH, BECAME THE ETERNAL KING WHO SAVES SINNERS WITH THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      “Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.’ Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene’” (Matthew 2:19–23).

      

      Herod murdered even innocent children in order to kill Jesus, but in the end he himself died first. The king of the world tried to keep his power by taking people’s lives, but his power and his life had an end. Jesus, who had seemed like a helpless baby, survived under God’s protection and became the eternal King and Savior.

      Just as the words “when Herod was dead” say, evil human power does not last forever. Even when evil men seem to hold power for a long time and hinder the will of God, there is a limit that God has allowed to their power. Man dies, but the word of God and His plan of salvation are never interrupted.

      When Herod died, God sent the angel of the Lord again to Joseph in Egypt. It was God who had told him to flee to Egypt, and it was also God who now told him to return to the land of Israel. Joseph did not live by his own judgment, holding on to a direction received only once; he had to keep receiving God’s guidance given for each situation.

      The life of faith is not a life that remembers only the one experience of being saved and afterward decides everything by one’s own thoughts. Those who have believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and received the remission of sin must keep learning the written word and live following the direction in which the Holy Spirit leads them through that word.

      Although God gave Joseph concrete directions through dreams at that time, we must not accept every dream today as God’s revelation. Emotions, dreams, and personal convictions can be wrong. Believers today must first discern by the word recorded in the Scriptures, and receive the help of the church that preaches the gospel rightly and of believers who have gone before, while always examining even human words under the word of God.

      

      The angel of the Lord said, “Those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.” Those who sought the life of Jesus thought that if they removed Him, their own will would be accomplished. But they died first, and Jesus survived. However strong the power of sin and Satan may look, it can never bring down the salvation God has appointed.

      There was a clear purpose in God’s continued protection of the baby Jesus. Jesus had to grow up and, at the time God had appointed, receive all the sins of mankind passed on to Him with the baptism He would receive from John, be judged for those sins on the Cross, and rise again. Death at Herod’s hands could not accomplish the atoning salvation that God had appointed.

      Jesus is not One who died by chance as a victim of a ruler’s violence. He is the One who first took all the sins of mankind upon His own body as the sinless Lamb of God, and who willingly gave up His own life to pay the wages of those sins in their place. Therefore God protected Jesus until the time of salvation arrived.

      After hearing the word to return to Israel, Joseph obeyed again. He did not stay on because life in Egypt had become familiar or because moving again was hard. Hearing the word “Arise,” he took the baby and Mary and came into the land of Israel.

      Joseph’s obedience did not remain a heart that merely agreed with the word of God; it appeared as the action of actually moving the place of his life. True faith does not end with hearing the word but moves according to it. Putting the lives and the mission God has entrusted before one’s own safety and comfort is the responsibility of faith.

      

      But when Joseph heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Archelaus, too, was known as a cruel ruler, so there was a realistic reason for Joseph’s fear. The text does not condemn the fact itself that he felt fear as a sin of unbelief.

      Faith is not the recklessness of acting as if one saw no danger. People must discern dangerous regimes and violent situations and protect weak lives. What matters is not to decide by fear alone or to absolutize one’s own judgment, but to seek the will of God even in that situation.

      God directed Joseph again through a dream and had him go to the region of Galilee. Avoiding the danger in Judea did not end as a mere coincidence or human judgment. God used even that road of escape to settle Jesus in Nazareth and to fulfill the word He had spoken through the prophets.

      God’s guidance and man’s responsibility do not conflict with each other. God governs all things, but Joseph had to watch the situation, hear the word, and actually move with his family. Those who believe in God’s providence are not people who do nothing and only wait, but people who act responsibly according to the word.

      Joseph’s family settled in a town of Galilee called Nazareth. Nazareth was not a center of politics and religion in those days, nor a place that people held in high regard. Jesus grew up not in a royal palace or in the religious center of Jerusalem but in a small town despised by people.

      It is difficult to match the expression “He shall be called a Nazarene” simply with any one verse of the Old Testament. It can be understood to mean that the whole stream of the prophets’ message of the Messiah who would be brought low and despised was fulfilled through Jesus’ life in Nazareth. Also, “a Nazarene” must not be confused with a Nazirite, who took a special vow in the Old Testament.

      

      That Jesus became a Nazarene does not mean that He became someone with sin or someone unclean. Jesus is the sinless Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit. He simply did not take the splendor and honor of the world, but lived together with people in a low and ordinary place.

      Jesus came not for sinless and perfect people only, but to save all who are in sin and fault. Even those who are not recognized socially and who have been brought low by failure and shame can come to Jesus. Jesus, who grew up in Nazareth, does not discriminate against anyone by worldly fame and outward appearance.

      But the fact that Jesus grew up in a low place did not by itself complete the salvation of sinners. After He had grown, Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. As John the Baptist, established as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus, all the sins of the world committed in heart, in thought, and in deed were passed on to Him.

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not for washing away any sin of His own. It was the event in which the unblemished Lamb of God conceived by the Holy Spirit took upon Himself the original sin and actual sins of sinners—all their sins of the past, the present, and the future—and fulfilled the righteousness of God.

      Carrying the sin of the world that He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, and died. The Cross is not the place where sins were first passed on to Jesus, but the place where He received the judgment of the sins He had already taken upon Himself. By dying in our place, Jesus paid the wages of sin in full.

      

      Jesus was buried and rose again in three days. The resurrection is the evidence that the powers of sin, death, and Satan were defeated and that the salvation Jesus accomplished is complete. The Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit, the bearing of sins through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and the judgment through the blood of the Cross and the resurrection are one salvation that can never be separated.

      The kingship of Herod and Archelaus was a power that gave fear to others and protected their own positions. But the kingship of Jesus is the kingship of One who sacrifices Himself to save sinners. He is not a king who forces sacrifice on his people, but the King who gives His own life to save His people from sin and judgment.

      Those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit are not saved by a position recognized in the world or by a splendid religious appearance. They receive the remission of sin by believing with the heart the fact that Jesus took all their sins upon Himself and was judged for them. Upon those who have received the remission of sin the Holy Spirit comes, and they become God’s people who serve Jesus as their King.

      Being in a religious center like Jerusalem does not automatically bring one near to God, nor does being in a small place like Nazareth mean that one is forsaken by God. What decides salvation is not one’s region of origin, social reputation, church career, or religious office. What matters is whether one has believed with the heart in the salvation Jesus completed with the water and the blood.

      Even those saved through the gospel of the water and the Spirit can meet fear and uncertain situations as they live. Receiving the remission of sin does not mean that every danger disappears at once. At such times, one must not insist only on his own convictions, but return to the written word, ask for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and act responsibly according to the wisdom God gives.

      

      Moreover, those who believe in Jesus, who grew up in Nazareth, must not pursue only worldly honor. They should consider the spread of the gospel and the salvation of other souls more important than their own advancement. Even in small works unknown to people, if it is a work God has entrusted, they must carry it out faithfully.

      The time Jesus spent growing up quietly in Nazareth was not a wasted period in the plan of salvation either. Even when nothing special seemed to be happening in people’s eyes, God was preparing His appointed time. Believers also must not be discouraged when there is no great visible achievement, but must learn the word, be faithful in the life entrusted to them, and wait for God’s time.

      In Matthew 2:19–23, the worldly power that tried to kill Jesus passed away, but the promise of God was fulfilled just as it had been given. God made Jesus grow up in Nazareth and, at the appointed time, had Him complete the salvation of mankind with the water, the blood, and the resurrection.

      Jesus, who was brought low as a Nazarene, was despised by people, but He is the true King and Savior whom God sent.Those who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit receive the remission of all sins, and they live serving the gospel even in a low place, following not their own thoughts and the world’s evaluation but the word of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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      • [QUESTION] 1. ORGANIZE AND EXPLAIN THE INFANCY OF JESUS AS PRESENTED IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 2.

      Matthew chapter 2 records the course in which Jesus, after being born in Bethlehem, received the visit of the wise men from the East, fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s threat, and came to grow up in Nazareth. In all these events Jesus is the Christ who came as the King of the Jews, and the One whom God protected and sent according to the prophecy.

      When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, wise men came from the East to Jerusalem. They were men who had seen the star and had come to worship the One born King of the Jews. When Herod and the people of Jerusalem heard this news, they became greatly disturbed.

      Herod called the chief priests and the scribes and asked them where the Christ would be born. They answered, on the basis of the word of the prophet, that it was Bethlehem in the land of Judah. After secretly calling the wise men and ascertaining the time the star had appeared, Herod sent them to Bethlehem and told them to let him know as well when they found the baby. His real purpose, however, was not to worship Jesus but to kill the baby who would one day threaten his own kingship.

      

      Following the guidance of the star, the wise men arrived at the house where Jesus was. When they saw the baby Jesus with His mother Mary, they fell down and worshiped Him, and they opened their treasure boxes and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts. Afterward, since God warned them in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another road.

      After the wise men left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and commanded him to take Mary and Jesus and flee to Egypt, because Herod would seek to kill the baby. Joseph got up at once, left for Egypt by night with the baby and His mother, and stayed there until Herod died. This fulfilled the word that God would call His Son out of Egypt.

      When Herod learned that the wise men had not returned to him, he was greatly enraged. Based on the time of the star he had ascertained from the wise men, he had all the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity put to death. Herod was a cruel and evil ruler who would sacrifice even innocent lives to keep his power.

      After Herod died, the angel of the Lord appeared again to Joseph in Egypt and told him to take the baby and His mother and return to the land of Israel. Joseph returned as the word said, but when he heard that Herod’s son Archelaus was ruling Judea, he was afraid. When God directed him again in a dream, he went to the region of Galilee and settled in a town called Nazareth.

      Accordingly, the infancy of Jesus shown in Matthew chapter 2 runs from His birth in Bethlehem, through the visit and worship of the wise men from the East, Herod’s murderous plot, the flight to Egypt, and the massacre of the infants, to the return to Israel and the settlement in Nazareth. This course reveals that Jesus is the King of kings who receives worship even from Gentiles, and the promised Christ whom God protected amid the threats of evil powers.

      

      • [QUESTION] 2. IN MATTHEW 2:1, WHAT PERIOD DOES “IN THE DAYS OF HEROD THE KING” REFER TO?

      “In the days of Herod the king” refers to the period when Herod the Great, in the age when the Roman Empire dominated Judea, ruled as king of Judea with Rome’s approval. Herod received from Rome the title of king of Judea in 40 B.C., and after taking Jerusalem in 37 B.C. he began to rule Judea in practice.

      Matthew 2:1 indicates that Jesus was born in the closing part of the reign of Herod the Great. Herod tried to kill Jesus, but he died while Jesus was taking refuge in Egypt. Since the year of Herod the Great’s death is generally placed around 4 B.C., the birth of Jesus is also usually estimated at between 6 and 4 B.C.

      That Jesus is calculated to have been born not in A.D. 1 but a few years before Christ is because a difference in calculation arose in the process in which the Western calendar used today was made several centuries after the birth of Jesus. Therefore, the date “B.C.” does not contradict the biblical record concerning the birth of Jesus.

      At that time, Judea was outwardly ruled by Herod as king, but in reality it was under the dominion of the Roman Empire. Herod was not a legitimate king of the house of David; he was a man of Idumean origin who became king by relying on the power of Rome. To maintain his kingship he was loyal to Rome, and he cruelly removed those whom he judged to threaten his position.

      

      Accordingly, “in the days of Herod the king” means the reign of Herod the Great, roughly from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C., and in Matthew chapter 2 it points to the closing years of Herod’s life within that period. At this time Jesus was born as the descendant of David and the true King in the land of Judea, which lay under the rule of Rome and the tyranny of Herod.

      • [QUESTION] 3. IN MATTHEW 2:1, WHAT KIND OF MAN WAS HEROD THE KING, WHO RULED JUDEA WHEN JESUS WAS BORN?

      The Herod who ruled Judea when Jesus was born is the figure generally called “Herod the Great.” He was not a legitimate Jewish king belonging to the house of David; he was a man of Idumean origin who became king of Judea with the power of Rome behind him.

      Herod was a king of outstanding political ability who carried out large building projects. He built many fortresses, strongholds, and cities, and to win the support of the Jews he enlarged the temple in Jerusalem into a great and splendid structure. Behind these achievements, however, lay heavy taxes and oppressive rule.

      He was extremely obsessed with guarding his own kingship and was a man full of suspicion and fear. He was cruel enough to remove even close family members and officials if he thought someone might take his throne. So when the wise men from the East reported that they were looking for a baby born King of the Jews, Herod did not receive Jesus as the promised Christ but regarded Him as a rival threatening his kingship.

      

      Outwardly Herod said that he too would worship the baby, but in reality he tried to find out where Jesus was and kill Him. When the wise men did not return, he was greatly enraged and had the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity put to death. This event shows that he was a cruel and evil ruler who would sacrifice even innocent lives to keep his power.

      Herod asked the religious leaders who knew the Scriptures where the Christ would be born, and he obtained accurate information, but he neither believed nor obeyed that word. Rather, he went against God’s promise and tried to remove the Christ. Having knowledge about the Scriptures and submitting to that word in believing obedience are two different things.

      Herod, therefore, was a politically capable ruler who became king with Rome’s support, but he was a tyrant so full of the desire and anxiety for power that he tried to kill Jesus. He represents the false kingship set up by human power, and he stands in sharp contrast with Jesus Christ, the descendant of David and the eternal King whom God sent.

      • [QUESTION] 4. ORGANIZE IN A TABLE THE FAMILY LINE OF HEROD THE KING IN MATTHEW 2:1.

      The Herod the king of Matthew 2:1 is “Herod the Great.” Since Herod the Great had several wives and many children, the table below organizes the major figures needed for understanding the New Testament.

      

      [Comparison of the major figures]
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      In the family of Herod there were several men named “Herod” and “Philip,” so they are easy to confuse. The Herod of Matthew chapter 2 is Herod the Great at the time of Jesus’ birth, and the Archelaus of verse 22 is his son. The Herod who killed John the Baptist is Herod Antipas, another son of Herod the Great, and the Agrippa kings of the Book of Acts are the grandson and the great-grandson of Herod the Great.

      The family of Herod, therefore, ruled Judea and its surrounding regions over several generations, and it appears in many events of the New Testament, from the birth of Jesus through the death of John the Baptist and the trial of Jesus to the persecution of the apostles and Paul’s defense.

      

      • [QUESTION] 5. IN MATTHEW 2:1, WHY DID MATTHEW SPECIFICALLY RECORD THE BIRTHPLACE OF JESUS AS BETHLEHEM IN THE LAND OF JUDAH?

      The first reason Matthew specifically recorded the place where Jesus was born as “Bethlehem of Judea” is to make clear that the birth of Jesus was an event that took place in actual history and in an actual place. Jesus is not a figure of legend or symbol but the One who came in the flesh to a specific time and place.

      Second, it was to distinguish it from Bethlehem in other regions. In those days there was also a village named Bethlehem in the region of Galilee, so Matthew made it plain that the birthplace of Jesus was the Bethlehem of the region of Judea, south of Jerusalem.

      Third, it was to show that the birth of Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of the prophet. The prophet Micah prophesied that out of Bethlehem of Judah would come the Ruler who would rule Israel. Jesus was born in that very place and fulfilled Micah’s prophecy, and He is the Christ whom God promised.

      Fourth, since Bethlehem was the hometown of David, it shows that Jesus is the King who came as the descendant of David. God had promised to raise up the King who would reign forever from among the descendants of David. Jesus revealed His credentials as the promised King by being born not only in the line of David but also in Bethlehem, David’s hometown.

      

      Fifth, it was to distinguish the birthplace of Jesus from the place where He grew up. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but He fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s threat, and after returning He grew up in Nazareth of Galilee. For this reason He was known to people as a Nazarene, but His actual birthplace was Bethlehem, the place the prophecy concerning the Christ had pointed to.

      Therefore, Matthew’s specific record of “Bethlehem, in the land of Judah” was to testify that the birth of Jesus is a historical fact, and that He is the promised Christ and the true King of Israel, born in the town of David in fulfillment of the prophecy of Micah the prophet.

      • [QUESTION] 6. IN MATTHEW 2:1, WHO WERE THE WISE MEN WHO CAME FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM TO WORSHIP JESUS?

      The wise men who came from the East were men called magoi (μάγοι) in Greek. The title here does not mean the holder of a university degree or a doctor in a particular academic field today. It refers to men who belonged to a class of scholars or priests in the eastern societies of those days, men who studied the heavens, natural phenomena, dreams, and ancient writings and advised kings.

      The Bible does not record exactly which country they came from. It is generally considered most likely that they came from the region of Babylon or Persia, east of Judea. Since many Jews still lived in that region after the Babylonian captivity, it is also possible that the wise men had had some contact with the Scriptures of the Jews and the promise of the King who was to come. But the Bible does not clearly explain by what route they came to know the meaning of the star.

      

      They understood the appearance of the star as a sign that the King of the Jews had been born. Observing the stars was related to their learning and religion at that time, but this event does not endorse astrology in general as right. It should be seen that God used a special sign they could understand to lead them to the Christ.

      The Bible does not reveal the number or the names of the wise men from the East. Because they offered three kinds of gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—they are commonly thought of as three men, but the mere fact that the gifts were of three kinds cannot establish that the wise men were also three. Nor does the Bible call them kings.

      The wise men did not come out of simple curiosity or for scholarly investigation. They traveled a great distance to find Jesus, and when they met Him they fell down and worshiped Him and offered precious gifts. They acknowledged Jesus not as an ordinary child but as the King to be worshiped.

      The wise men from the East, who were Gentiles, heard the news of Jesus’ birth and came and worshiped Him, but the religious leaders of Jerusalem did not go to Him even though they knew the place where the Christ would be born. Herod even tried to kill Him. To receive the Christ, not bloodline or biblical knowledge alone but the faith that believes and follows God’s guidance is absolutely needed.

      The wise men from the East, therefore, were scholars of the eastern regions who studied the heavens and various fields of learning; they were Gentiles who followed the sign of the star God showed them, came a long way, and worshiped the baby Jesus. Jesus is not the King of the Jews only but the Christ who is worshiped by all nations.

      

      • [QUESTION] 7. IN MATTHEW 2:2, WHAT WAS THE SIGN THAT LED THE WISE MEN TO COME AND FIND JESUS?

      The sign that led the wise men from the East to come and find Jesus was the special star they had seen in the East. The wise men understood that star as the sign that the King of the Jews had been born, and they came all the way to Jerusalem to worship Him.

      Seeing the star did not mean that they immediately knew the exact location of Bethlehem. Thinking that if the King of the Jews had been born He would be in the capital, they went first to Jerusalem. Then the chief priests and the scribes, on the basis of the prophecy of the Scriptures, made known that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem.

      When the wise men left Jerusalem for Bethlehem, the star appeared again and guided them. The star stood over the place where the baby Jesus was, and seeing this, the wise men rejoiced greatly, went into the house, and worshiped Jesus. The star, therefore, was God’s special sign that not only announced the King’s birth to the wise men but also led them to Jesus.

      Whether this star was an astronomical phenomenon such as a comet, a supernova, or a conjunction of planets, or a sign God specially displayed for this purpose, is not explained in the Bible. It cannot, therefore, be identified with any particular astronomical phenomenon. Nor does this event endorse astrology in general; it is a special event in which God used a way the wise men from the East could understand to lead them to the Christ.

      In the end, the sign that led the wise men to Jesus was “the star of the King of the Jews.” But they came to know the exact birthplace not by the star alone; it was because the word of God recorded through the prophet and the guidance of the star were together.

      

      • [QUESTION] 8. IN MATTHEW 2:2, WHAT DOES IT SHOW THAT THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST CALLED THE NEWBORN JESUS THE “KING OF THE JEWS”?

      The wise men from the East called Jesus the “King of the Jews,” and He was born as the promised Christ who would sit on the throne of David and rule Israel. God had promised to raise up the King who would reign forever from among the descendants of David, and Jesus came to fulfill that promise.

      Jesus is not One who became king by human appointment or political force like Herod. The wise men did not say they were looking for a baby who would become king; they looked for the One already born King. This indicates that the kingship of Jesus was not given by man but is an original and rightful kingship belonging to God.

      The title “King of the Jews” is also connected with the genealogy of Matthew chapter 1, which presents Jesus as having come as the son of Abraham and the son of David. Jesus came along the line of the tribe of Judah and the royal house of David, and as the prophet had foretold, He was born in Bethlehem, the hometown of David. He is, therefore, the Messiah King promised in the Old Testament.

      This title also brings out the difference between Herod and Jesus. Herod, of Idumean origin, became king of the Jews with the support of Rome, but Jesus was the descendant of David sent by God and the true King of the Jews. That is why Herod did not rejoice at the news of Jesus’ birth but took it as an event threatening his own kingship.

      

      Furthermore, the wise men from the East, who were Gentiles, acknowledged and worshiped Jesus as the King of the Jews, and His kingship is not limited to the Jewish nation. Jesus came as the King of the Jews, but ultimately He is the King of kings who rules all nations and the whole world and receives worship from the Gentiles as well.

      Jesus is not one made king by men but the Son of God born King, the Christ who fulfills the promise given to David and reigns over all nations forever.

      • [QUESTION] 9. IN MATTHEW 2:3, WHY DID THE NEWS OF “HE WHO HAS BEEN BORN KING OF THE JEWS” TROUBLE HEROD AND JERUSALEM?

      The greatest reason Herod was troubled was that he thought the newly born King of the Jews threatened his own kingship. Herod was not a legitimate descendant of the house of David; he was a man of Idumean origin who had become king of Judea with the support of Rome. The news that the son of David whom the people had been waiting for was born could therefore shake his political legitimacy.

      Herod was a man of very strong obsession and suspicion concerning his kingship. If he judged that someone might take his position, he removed even close family members and officials. So when the wise men said that they were already seeking “He who has been born King of the Jews,” he regarded that baby not as the Christ of God but as a rival to be removed.

      Behind Jerusalem’s being troubled with him lay fear of Herod’s cruel character. If the news spread that a new king had been born, Herod might hunt down opposing forces and take revenge, and many people could be harmed. Indeed, Herod later gave the cruel command to kill the little children in Bethlehem and its vicinity.

      

      This news could also bring a great change to the political order of the time. Judea was under the rule of Rome, and Herod was maintaining his kingship under Rome’s protection. A rumor of a new king of the Jews could be taken as a rebellion or a struggle for the throne and could invite Rome’s military intervention. The leaders and people of Jerusalem would have feared such confusion and conflict.

      Seen from the spiritual side, Jerusalem was not ready to receive the promised Christ. The religious leaders knew from the Scriptures the place where the Christ would be born, but they did not go and worship Him. The wise men from the East came a long way and sought Jesus, but the people of Jerusalem received the birth of the Christ with anxiety and a sense of threat rather than with joy.

      Herod, therefore, was troubled for fear of losing his kingship, and the people of Jerusalem were troubled with worry over Herod’s revenge and political confusion. This response shows that to those who seek to protect their own power and safety, the coming of Jesus Christ, the true King, can be felt not as glad news but as a threat.

      • [QUESTION] 10. IN MATTHEW 2:4, WHY DID HEROD THE KING ASK THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES ABOUT THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE CHRIST?

      Herod judged that the One the wise men were seeking, “He who has been born King of the Jews,” was a figure connected with the Christ the Jews had been waiting for. So he called the chief priests and the scribes, who knew well the prophecies and the Law of the Old Testament, and asked them where the Christ would be born.

      

      The chief priests were the leaders responsible for the temple sacrifices and the religious order of Judaism, and the scribes were experts who studied and interpreted the Law and the writings of the prophets. Since Herod himself did not know the prophecies of the Scriptures in detail, he tried to find out the Christ’s birthplace accurately through them.

      But the purpose for which Herod asked about the birthplace was not to believe in or worship the Christ. Because he thought the newly born King threatened his kingship, he sought to find the place where the baby was and kill Him. Later he asked the wise men to let him know as well when they found the baby, but his word about worshiping was a lie to conceal his murderous intent.

      Herod did not ask whether the Christ would be born; he asked where He would be born. While Herod acknowledged to some extent the prophecy about the Christ and the possibility of His birth, he did not submit before Him but rather opposed Him. He did not receive the word of God as the object of faith but used it as information for achieving his own political purpose.

      Moreover, the chief priests and the scribes answered accurately that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem, yet they themselves did not go to Him. Herod knew the word and opposed it; the religious leaders knew the word and did not move; only the wise men from the East, who were Gentiles, went the long way and worshiped Jesus.

      Herod, therefore, asked the chief priests and the scribes about the Christ’s birthplace in order to locate the baby through the prophecy of the Scriptures and remove Him. Biblical knowledge alone is not enough; the faith that believes that word and obeys the Christ is needed.

      

      • [QUESTION] 11. IN MATTHEW 2:5–6, WHERE DID THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES ANSWER THAT THE CHRIST WOULD BE BORN?

      The chief priests and the scribes answered that the Christ would be born in “Bethlehem, in the land of Judah.” They made known the birthplace not by their own conjecture but on the basis of the word of God recorded through the prophet Micah.

      Bethlehem was a small village south of Jerusalem and the hometown of King David. Since God had promised to send the King who would reign forever from among the descendants of David, the Christ’s being born in Bethlehem, the town of David, carries an important meaning.

      The prophecy of the prophet announced that although Bethlehem looked small and insignificant among the towns of Judah, out of it would come the Ruler who would rule and lead Israel. By Jesus’ being born in Bethlehem this prophecy was fulfilled, and it was revealed that He is the promised King who came as the descendant of David.

      The chief priests and the scribes knew the Christ’s birthplace accurately, but they did not go to Bethlehem to seek or worship Jesus. In contrast, the wise men from the East heard their answer, went to Bethlehem, and worshiped the baby Jesus.

      The answer of the chief priests and the scribes, therefore, was Bethlehem in the land of Judah. The birth of Jesus was an event that fulfilled the prophecy of the Old Testament, and Jesus is the true King and Shepherd who rules and leads Israel.

      

      • [QUESTION] 12. IN MATTHEW 2:7–8, AFTER DETERMINING EXACTLY WHEN THE STAR HAD APPEARED, WHAT DID HEROD ASK OF THE WISE MEN AS HE SENT THEM TO BETHLEHEM?

      Herod secretly called the wise men from the East and ascertained in detail the time the star had first appeared. Through the time of the star’s appearing he tried to estimate the age of the baby born King of the Jews.

      Herod told the wise men to go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the baby. And he asked them to let him know the location as well when they found the baby. Outwardly he spoke as if he too would go and worship the baby.

      But Herod’s words were not sincere. He did not intend to believe in and worship Jesus as the Christ; he intended to find out where the baby was and kill Him. He concealed his murderous intent with pious words in order to use the wise men to confirm the exact location of Jesus.

      Herod’s careful inquiry into the time the star appeared is connected with the cruel command he gave later. When the wise men did not return, he had the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity put to death, based on the time he had ascertained from them. Herod had been planning from the beginning to remove Jesus.

      Herod, therefore, asked the wise men to go to Bethlehem, search carefully for the baby, and let him know as well when they found Him. He said that he too would worship Him, but his real purpose was to find out where Jesus was and kill Him.

      

      • [QUESTION] 13. IN MATTHEW 2:9–10, WHAT GUIDANCE DID THE WISE MEN RECEIVE TO FIND THE BABY JESUS?

      The wise men from the East first came to know, through the word of the Scriptures passed on by the chief priests and the scribes, that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem in the land of Judah. After hearing Herod’s words, they left Jerusalem and headed for Bethlehem.

      Then the star they had seen in the East appeared again and went before them. That star led the wise men to the place where the baby Jesus was, and at last it stood over the place where the baby was. God used a special sign to lead them accurately so that they would find Jesus.

      The wise men rejoiced very greatly when they saw the star that had appeared again. They rejoiced not simply because they saw a marvelous phenomenon in the sky again, but because they gained the assurance that they would soon meet the King they had long been seeking.

      The wise men’s finding of the baby Jesus was not accomplished by the guidance of the star alone. The star announced the King’s birth to them and showed them the way, and the word recorded through the prophet made clear that the region where the Christ would be born was Bethlehem. The word of God and the special sign together led them to Jesus.

      The wise men also obeyed the guidance they received. When they saw the star, they set out on the long journey; when they heard the word that it was Bethlehem, they left for that place; and when the star appeared again, they kept following it. They were able to meet the baby Jesus because God’s guidance and the obedience that believed and followed that guidance were together.

      

      The wise men, therefore, came to find the baby Jesus under the guidance of the word of the Scriptures, which told them the Christ’s birthplace, and of the star, which appeared again and went before them. God leads with His word those who sincerely seek the Christ, and at last brings them to meet Jesus and worship Him.

      • [QUESTION] 14. IN MATTHEW 2:11, WHAT DID THE WISE MEN DO WHEN THEY MET THE BABY JESUS?

      Following the guidance of the star, the wise men went into the house and saw the baby Jesus with His mother Mary. At this time Jesus was not in a manger but in a house, and the wise men, at the end of their long journey, met the King of the Jews whom they had been seeking.

      The wise men fell down before the baby Jesus and worshiped Him. Their worship was directed to Jesus, not to Mary. This shows that they did not think of Jesus merely as an ordinary baby or as one who would become king someday, but acknowledged Him as the King they must worship.

      They opened their treasures and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts. These gifts were extremely precious and costly goods at that time. The wise men did not offer leftovers or things of little value; they offered the precious treasures they had prepared as an expression of joy and reverence.

      

      Gold was a precious gift fit to be offered to a king; frankincense was used in the worship and sacrifice offered to God; and myrrh was used as a fragrant spice and for burial. Traditionally, gold is understood to signify Jesus’ kingship; frankincense, His deity and priestly ministry; and myrrh, the suffering and death He would undergo. The text of Matthew, however, does not directly interpret the symbolism of the three gifts.

      That the wise men offered three kinds of gifts does not necessarily mean that they were three in number. The Bible does not reveal their number or names; it focuses on the fact that they worshiped Jesus and offered three kinds of gifts.

      When the wise men met the baby Jesus, therefore, they fell down and worshiped Him, and they opened their treasures and offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts. The wise men, though Gentiles, believed in Jesus as the King sent by God, honored Him highly, and offered Him their most precious things.

      • [QUESTION] 15. IN MATTHEW 2:12, HOW DID THE WISE MEN ACT AFTER BEING DIRECTED IN A DREAM NOT TO RETURN TO HEROD?

      After worshiping the baby Jesus, the wise men from the East received God’s direction in a dream not to return to Herod. This was God’s letting them know that Herod intended not to worship Jesus but to find out the baby’s location and kill Him.

      After receiving that direction, the wise men did not keep their promise to Herod. They did not go back to Jerusalem to report where the baby Jesus was; without meeting Herod, they returned to their own country by another road.

      The wise men regarded God’s direction as more important than the command of Herod, the king of the world. Had they followed Herod’s words, the baby Jesus and His family could have been put in danger, so they immediately obeyed the warning they had received.

      

      By having the wise men return another way, God blocked Herod’s evil plan. He also appeared to Joseph in a dream and directed him to take the baby and His mother and flee to Egypt. In this way God gave the needed word to each of these people and protected Jesus from Herod’s murderous plot.

      The wise men from the East, therefore, believed the direction of the dream, did not return to Herod, and went back to their own country by another road. They not only followed the star to find Jesus, but after worshiping Him were also used in the work of protecting the Christ by obeying the word of God.

      • [QUESTION] 16. IN MATTHEW 2:13–14, HOW DID THE BABY JESUS ESCAPE HEROD’S THREAT?

      After the wise men returned by another road, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. The angel of the Lord let him know that Herod would seek the baby Jesus to kill Him, and directed him to take the baby and His mother and flee to Egypt. He also told him to stay there until God spoke again.

      Joseph did not delay when he heard God’s warning. He got up in the night and left for Egypt with the baby Jesus and Mary. Setting out at night was an action taken to avoid Herod’s watch and to get out of the dangerous region quickly.

      Egypt was relatively near the land of Judea and yet outside the direct reach of Herod’s rule. There were also Jewish communities there, so an environment was in place where Joseph and his family could take refuge and stay. God used Egypt as a place of refuge and protected Jesus.

      

      Jesus escaped Herod’s threat not merely because God removed every danger at once in a supernatural way. God let Joseph know the danger in advance and directed him to the way of escape, and Joseph believed that word and actually moved. Through God’s protection and Joseph’s prompt obedience the baby Jesus escaped to safety.

      Herod tried to kill Jesus using his power and his soldiers, but he could not bring down God’s plan. God kept the life of Jesus until He would accomplish the ministry of saving all the sinners of the world.

      The baby Jesus, therefore, escaped Herod’s threat when Joseph, who had received the warning conveyed in a dream by the angel of the Lord, fled that very night to Egypt with Mary and Jesus. God protected Jesus in detail, and Joseph believed that word and obeyed it at once.

      • [QUESTION] 17. IN MATTHEW 2:13–15, WHY DID GOD HAVE THE BABY JESUS FLEE TO EGYPT?

      The first reason God had the baby Jesus flee to Egypt was to protect the life of Jesus from Herod’s murderous plot. Herod thought that the newly born King of the Jews threatened his kingship, and he sought to find and kill the baby Jesus.

      Egypt was a region near Judea and yet outside Herod’s direct rule. If Joseph and Mary crossed the border into Egypt with the baby Jesus, Herod could not arrest or kill them at will. God appointed a practical place of refuge and commanded Joseph to go there at once.

      The second reason was to fulfill the word He had spoken through the prophet. In the Old Testament God had said that He would call His Son out of Egypt. Jesus stayed in Egypt until Herod died and then returned to the land of Israel according to God’s direction, and so this word was fulfilled.

      

      This prophecy at first pointed to the Exodus, in which God called the people of Israel out of the slavery of Egypt. But that Exodus event was fulfilled more completely in Jesus Christ, the true Son of God. As the people of Israel were called God’s son and came out of Egypt, so Jesus also went down to Egypt and came out at God’s call.

      The people of Israel disobeyed many times in the wilderness after the Exodus, but Jesus obeyed the will of God completely. Jesus, therefore, is the true Son of God who, while retracing the history of Israel, perfectly fulfilled God’s will in the very places where they had failed.

      Third, God’s plan of salvation is never interrupted even by the evil schemes of men. Herod tried to kill Jesus, but God knew his plot beforehand and prepared the way of escape. Herod’s power was temporary, but the saving will that God would accomplish through the Christ was surely fulfilled.

      God had the baby Jesus flee to Egypt, therefore, to protect His life from Herod’s hand, to fulfill the word of the prophet, and to reveal that Jesus is the true Son of God who completes the history of Israel.

      • [QUESTION] 18. IN MATTHEW 2:16, WHAT DID HEROD DO WHEN HE WAS ENRAGED, REALIZING THAT HE HAD BEEN DECEIVED BY THE WISE MEN?

      Herod learned that the wise men had not come back to him but had returned to their own country by another road, and he was greatly enraged. He thought the wise men had ignored his command and deceived him. In reality, however, the wise men had not tried to deceive Herod; they had obeyed God’s direction given in a dream.

      

      Herod estimated the age of the baby Jesus on the basis of the time of the star’s appearing, which he had ascertained in detail from the wise men. And he gave the command to kill all the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its surrounding region.

      Since he could no longer identify exactly who the baby Jesus was, he thought that if he killed all the male children of that age, Jesus would be included among them. To protect his own kingship he sacrificed innocent little children and their families.

      The Bible does not state the number of the children killed at this time. The number of the victims, therefore, cannot be arbitrarily determined. But whether the number was large or small, Herod’s command was a cruel crime that put innocent lives to death collectively.

      Herod’s lust for power and his fear produced cruel results. He did not acknowledge and worship Jesus as the true King; to keep his own place, he tried to remove the Christ whom God had sent.

      But God knew Herod’s plan beforehand and had Joseph flee to Egypt with the baby Jesus and Mary. So although Herod committed the horrible deed of killing the little children of Bethlehem, he could not bring down God’s plan of salvation or destroy the life of the Christ.

      • [QUESTION] 19. IN MATTHEW 2:17–18, HOW WAS THE SORROW OF THE MOTHERS WHO LOST THEIR CHILDREN DESCRIBED?

      

      The sorrow of the mothers of Bethlehem and its vicinity who lost their children was described through the word of the prophet Jeremiah. Matthew explained this tragedy with the picture of a voice of great weeping heard in Ramah and of Rachel wailing for her children.

      Rachel was the wife of Jacob and the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, an ancestress representing the people of Israel. That Rachel weeps for her children, therefore, does not mean that Rachel herself came back to life and wept; it is a symbolic expression of the mothers of Israel grieving over the loss of their children.

      Ramah in the days of Jeremiah is connected with the place where the people of Judah were assembled before being carried away to Babylon. At that time Rachel was portrayed like the mother of the nation, weeping as she watched the children of Israel being taken captive or killed. Matthew saw this sorrow appearing again in the mothers of Bethlehem, who lost their children to Herod.

      Their sorrow is described not as ordinary tears but as loud lamenting and wailing. Because their children were already dead and could never be held in their arms again, it was a grief so deep and unbearable that they refused to be comforted by any words.

      Herod’s atrocity was not a mere political incident but a tragedy that brought real pain and loss to numerous families. Even while proclaiming the birth of the Christ, the Scriptures do not hide the tears of the children and the mothers who fell victim to evil power.

      But in the whole context in which Jeremiah’s prophecy was recorded, there is also the hope of restoration after the captivity. Great sorrow arose through human evil, but God does not forget His people, and He was protecting the Savior who would bring death and sorrow to an end forever.

      

      The sorrow of the mothers who lost their children, therefore, was described as Rachel wailing greatly and refusing to be comforted because her children were no more. The pain of the mothers who lost their children was immeasurable, and Herod’s sin brought forth a terrible tragedy.

      • [QUESTION] 20. IN MATTHEW 2:19–20, AT WHAT TIME DID THE BABY JESUS COME TO RETURN TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL?

      The baby Jesus came to return to the land of Israel after the death of Herod the Great, who had tried to kill Him. The family of Jesus had fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s threat and stayed there until God gave direction again.

      When Herod died, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. The angel of the Lord told him that those who had sought the baby’s life were dead, and commanded him to take the baby Jesus and His mother and return to the land of Israel.

      Joseph did not decide the time of return by his own judgment alone. He had followed God’s direction when he fled to Egypt, and when returning also he waited until God’s word was given. Only after hearing God’s word that the danger had passed did he return to the land of Israel with the baby and Mary.

      Herod tried to kill Jesus, but he himself died first, and Jesus survived under God’s protection. The kingship of the world is temporary and ends in death, but no power could stop the plan of salvation God accomplishes through the Christ.

      Even after the return to the land of Israel, the danger had not completely disappeared. Since Herod’s son Archelaus was ruling Judea, God guided Joseph again and had him settle in Nazareth of Galilee.

      

      The baby Jesus, therefore, returned to the land of Israel at the time when Herod the Great had died and the angel of the Lord commanded Joseph in a dream to return. All the movements and the growing years of Jesus took place in God’s appointed time and under His detailed protection.

      • [QUESTION] 21. IN MATTHEW 2:20, WHAT DID THE ANGEL OF THE LORD COMMAND JOSEPH TO DO?

      The angel of the Lord commanded Joseph to arise, take the baby Jesus and His mother Mary, and go back to the land of Israel. He let Joseph know that those who had sought the baby’s life were already dead, so there was no longer any need to remain in refuge in Egypt.

      This command was God’s permission showing that it was now safe for Joseph to lead his family back to their homeland. Joseph did not decide on the return from the political situation or from rumors about Herod; he moved according to the word given at the time God had appointed.

      The angel of the Lord had also commanded Joseph to flee to Egypt earlier, when Herod sought to kill the baby Jesus. And when Herod, the center of the danger, died, he appeared again and directed Joseph to return to the land of Israel. God let him know both the time to flee and the time to return.

      In this command, Joseph was entrusted with the responsibility of safely protecting and leading the baby Jesus and Mary. He was not the natural father of Jesus, but he faithfully carried out the role of the legal father, caring for the family God had entrusted to him and serving so that Jesus could grow up.

      

      The angel of the Lord, therefore, commanded Joseph to take the baby and His mother, leave Egypt, and return to the land of Israel. Herod’s threat had ended, and God was leading the family to the next place of Jesus’ life.

      • [QUESTION] 22. IN MATTHEW 2:21, HOW DID JOSEPH OBEY GOD’S DIRECTION?

      When Joseph received from the angel of the Lord the command to return to the land of Israel, he got up at once. He took the baby Jesus and His mother Mary, left Egypt, and came into the land of Israel.

      Joseph did not delay, weighing first whether his life in Egypt had become settled or whether he was fully prepared to return. Believing that God’s command was clear, he obeyed in action together with the family entrusted to him.

      His obedience was not a partial following of God’s word but an obedience that carried out exactly what he was directed to do. As he had departed in the night when he received the word to flee to Egypt, so also when he received the word to return, he arose immediately and headed for Israel.

      When Joseph arrived in the land of Israel, he learned of a new danger: Herod’s son Archelaus was ruling Judea. He did not ignore this and act rashly; receiving God’s further direction, he headed for the region of Galilee. This shows that the obedience of faith is not an act that shuts its eyes to real danger, but a continual seeking and following of God’s guidance.

      Joseph, therefore, heard the word of God, arose at once, and returned with the baby Jesus and Mary from Egypt to the land of Israel. His obedience did not stay in thoughts or words; it was a prompt and complete obedience carried into actual deeds.

      

      • [QUESTION] 23. IN MATTHEW 2:22, WHY WAS JOSEPH AFRAID TO GO INTO THE REGION OF JUDEA?

      Joseph was afraid to go into the region of Judea because he heard the news that Archelaus, the son of Herod the Great, was ruling that area in his father’s place. Herod had already tried to kill the baby Jesus, so returning to Judea, now ruled by his son, could bring danger again to Jesus and the family.

      Archelaus inherited the rule of the regions of Judea, Samaria, and Idumea after Herod the Great died. He was known as a man who resembled his father, cruel in character and oppressive in his rule. Joseph’s fear, therefore, was not a groundless anxiety but a realistic judgment out of concern for the safety of his family.

      Joseph obeyed God’s word to return to the land of Israel, but that did not mean he had to go into the region of Judea unconditionally without weighing any danger. While obeying God’s command, he carefully watched the new situation and sought to protect Jesus and Mary.

      God knew Joseph’s circumstances and his fear, and He directed his way again through a dream. Receiving that guidance, Joseph did not go into Judea, which Archelaus ruled, but departed for the region of Galilee. Galilee was the region ruled by Herod Antipas, another son of Herod, and Joseph settled in Nazareth there.

      Joseph, therefore, was afraid to go into the region of Judea because Archelaus, the son of the Herod who had tried to kill the baby Jesus, was ruling there. Even in that real danger God showed Joseph a new way and kept Jesus safe.

      

      • [QUESTION] 24. IN MATTHEW 2:23, IN CONNECTION WITH THE WORD “HE SHALL BE CALLED A NAZARENE,” WHERE DID THE BABY JESUS DWELL?

      The place where the baby Jesus dwelt was a town called Nazareth in the region of Galilee. After returning from Egypt to the land of Israel, Joseph intended to go to the region of Judea, but he heard that Herod’s son Archelaus was ruling there and was afraid.

      God directed Joseph again in a dream, and Joseph took his family, left Judea, and went to the region of Galilee. He settled in Nazareth there and lived with Mary and the baby Jesus. For this reason Jesus came to be known, after the region where He grew up, as Jesus of Nazareth, or the Nazarene.

      Nazareth was not a politically or religiously famous city but a small village that received little attention. Jesus did not grow up in a royal palace or in a wealthy home of Jerusalem; He grew up living an ordinary life in Nazareth, a place people regarded as insignificant.

      There is no verse in the Old Testament in which the sentence “He shall be called a Nazarene” is recorded as it stands. What Matthew said, therefore, can be understood not as the direct citation of one particular verse, but as a summing up of the words of several prophets that the Christ would be despised and treated with contempt by men. There is also a view that sees in it an allusion to the connection between the name Nazareth and a word meaning ‘sprout’ or ‘branch.’

      The place where the baby Jesus dwelt, therefore, was Nazareth in the region of Galilee. By being born in Bethlehem, taking refuge in Egypt, and settling and growing up in Nazareth, Jesus fulfilled the words of the prophets that the promised Christ would come in a low and despised form.

      

      • [QUESTION] 25. SEEN FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT, THIS MINISTRY—THE BIRTH OF JESUS, THE PASSING OF THE SIN OF THE WORLD ONTO HIM THROUGH THE BAPTISM HE RECEIVED FROM JOHN, AND HIS BECOMING OUR SAVIOR BY CARRYING THOSE SINS AND DYING ON THE CROSS SHEDDING HIS BLOOD AND BY RISING AGAIN—MUST HAVE BEEN SOMETHING SATAN THE DEVIL COULD NEVER TOLERATE. HOW, THEN, DID SATAN THE DEVIL TRY TO OBSTRUCT THE SAVING WORK OF JESUS CHRIST? EXPLAIN MATTHEW CHAPTER 2 IN DETAIL FROM THIS PERSPECTIVE.

      Matthew chapter 2 shows those who worship Jesus, who came as the King of the Jews, and the forces that seek to remove Him standing in opposition to each other. On the surface it is the event in which Herod tried to kill the baby Jesus to protect his own kingship, but seen from the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we can see behind it the resistance of Satan the Devil, who tried to block the saving work that Jesus would accomplish.

      Matthew chapter 2 does not directly record that Satan was at work behind Herod. We must not, therefore, attribute all of Herod’s actions to Satan alone and erase human responsibility. Herod committed his cruel sin according to his own greed and fear. From the perspective of the spiritual war that the whole Bible shows, however, we can see that Satan used Herod’s lust for power and murderous heart to try to remove the Savior.

      1. Why Satan tried to block the birth of Jesus

      

      The birth of Jesus was not simply the event of a great man being born into the world. It was the event in which the Son of God came in the flesh to save sinners. After He had grown, Jesus was to take the sins of all mankind upon His own body with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, receive the judgment of sin by carrying those sins and dying on the Cross shedding His blood, and complete the salvation by rising from death.

      Satan uses sin as his ground for separating man from God and holding him under condemnation. But if the sinless Son of God takes all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John and breaks the power of sin and death with the Cross and the resurrection, the ground on which Satan holds man in sin disappears. For Satan, therefore, removing the life of Jesus before He began this saving work would have been the most fundamental way of obstruction.

      2. The birth of the true King and Herod’s false kingship (verses 1–3)

      Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king. Herod became king by relying on the power of Rome, but Jesus was the descendant of David sent by God, the true King from His birth. The news that the wise men from the East were looking for the One born King of the Jews shook Herod’s false and anxious kingship.

      Herod feared losing his place before he even found out what kind of King Jesus was. This is the heart of a sinner who refuses to serve God as the King of his life and wants to be his own master. Satan uses this self-centeredness and lust for power to keep people from believing in and worshiping Jesus and to make them oppose Him instead.

      

      All Jerusalem was troubled together with Herod. The coming of the Christ ought to have been the most joyful news for sinners, but to those who feared that their positions and livelihood would be shaken, it became a threat. Satan used people’s fear and their attachment to the world to make them receive the coming of the Savior not as glad news but as something uncomfortable and dangerous.

      3. The religious leaders who had biblical knowledge but no faith (verses 4–6)

      The chief priests and the scribes knew accurately from the Scriptures that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem. But there is no record that they went to Bethlehem with the wise men and worshiped Jesus. They had knowledge, but they had no faith to believe and follow that word.

      Satan’s way of obstructing the gospel is not always open persecution only. Making people know the Scriptures only as knowledge, while keeping them from believing that the word is the truth concerning their own sin and salvation, is also an important obstruction of Satan. If one has much knowledge about Jesus and yet does not believe, as his own salvation, in the passing of sins through the baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist and in the judgment of the Cross and the resurrection, he can be like the religious leaders who knew Bethlehem and yet did not go to Jesus.

      4. Herod’s deception disguised as worship (verses 7–8)

      Herod secretly called the wise men from the East and asked them in detail about the time the star had appeared. And asking them to let him know when they found the baby, he said that he too would go and worship Him. But his real purpose was not to worship Jesus; it was to find out His location and kill Him.

      

      Here the deceitful character of Satan appears. Satan sometimes makes men oppose Jesus openly, but he also makes them use the words of worship and faith while inwardly rejecting the gospel. If one calls Jesus Lord with his mouth and yet does not believe in the salvation He completed, holding instead to his own righteousness and works, he comes to stand in the same direction as the falsehood of Herod, who spoke words of worship while trying to remove Jesus.

      5. Human thinking and God’s guidance (verses 9–12)

      The wise men from the East saw the star and came as far as the land of Judea, but they went first to the royal palace in Jerusalem. The text does not directly explain their thinking, but a human judgment—that a king would be in a great city and a palace—may well have been at work. That became the occasion by which the news of Jesus’ birth was made known to Herod. But the responsibility for killing the little children lies not with the wise men but with Herod, who commanded the murder.

      The wise men came to know through the word of the prophet that the birthplace was Bethlehem, and they received the guidance of the star again. To meet the true Jesus, one must follow the guidance of the written word, not of human thoughts or religious common sense. Satan tries to make people believe in a Jesus of their own imagination, but God teaches through the word who Jesus is and how He accomplished the salvation.

      The wise men met the baby Jesus, fell down and worshiped Him, and offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold was a precious gift offered to a king; frankincense is related to the worship offered to God; and myrrh brings suffering and death to mind. These are not symbols the text itself interprets, but they accord well with the fact that Jesus is the King and God, and the One who would accomplish the salvation through His death.

      

      God directed the wise men in a dream not to return to Herod, and they returned to their own country by another road. Thereby Herod’s plan to find out the exact location of Jesus was blocked. The way to stand against Satan’s deceitful schemes is to obey the word and the guidance of God.

      6. Jesus, who was protected until He would accomplish the work of salvation (verses 13–15)

      After the wise men left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and told him that Herod would seek the baby to kill Him, and that he should take Mary and the baby Jesus and flee to Egypt. Joseph arose at once that night and left for Egypt. God knew Herod’s plan beforehand and protected the life of Jesus.

      Jesus could not die at just any time in the hands of Herod. He first had to grow up and take all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, who had been established as the representative of mankind. After that, carrying those sins, He had to be judged on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying, and rise from death. This was the order of salvation God had appointed.

      The death of Jesus on the Cross was not a death by which He happened to fall victim to a man in power. It was the death of salvation, in which He first took all sins upon Himself and paid the wages of those sins in our place. Therefore God protected the life of Jesus from Herod’s hand until He would fulfill all righteousness.

      Jesus’ taking refuge in Egypt and coming out again is also connected with the history of Israel’s Exodus. As Egypt had been the land of slavery, so mankind was serving as slaves under the power of sin and death. Jesus came as the true Savior and the Leader of a new Exodus, who brings out those who have become slaves of sin and makes them God’s people.

      

      7. Satan’s murderous attack through Herod (verses 16–18)

      When the wise men did not return, Herod was greatly enraged and had the male children two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity put to death. Unable to find out exactly who Jesus was, he chose the method of killing all the children of that age. This shows the murderous character of Satan, who sacrifices even countless innocent lives in order to devour one life.

      The direct responsibility for this event lies with Herod, and God did not command this evil. Nor should the wailing of the mothers who lost their children be treated as a light backdrop to God’s plan of salvation. Through the word about Rachel’s lamentation, Matthew brings out as it is the real pain created by sin and evil power.

      Satan may well have thought that if he killed the baby Jesus through Herod, he could also block the gospel of the water and the Spirit that would be accomplished in the future. For if Jesus could not grow up, neither the passing of the sin of the world through the baptism He would receive from John the Baptist, nor the judgment of the Cross, nor the resurrection from death could take place. But Jesus was already in Egypt under God’s protection, and Herod’s plan failed.

      8. Herod died, but Jesus came back alive (verses 19–21)

      Herod tried to kill the baby Jesus, but in the end the one who died first was Herod. After Herod died, the angel of the Lord told Joseph to take the baby and Mary and return to the land of Israel. Human power can threaten for a moment, but it can neither overcome death nor annul the will of God.

      

      This scene makes us think ahead to the event in which Jesus would rise from death. Satan thought he could put an end to Jesus through death, but Jesus, after dying on the Cross, rose again and broke the power of sin and death forever. Herod’s death and Jesus’ return proclaim the limit of worldly power and the victory of God’s life and promise.

      9. The threat of Archelaus and the settlement in Nazareth (verses 22–23)

      Even after Herod died, his son Archelaus was ruling Judea, so the danger had not completely disappeared. But God guided Joseph again through a dream and had him settle in Nazareth of Galilee. The end of one attack of Satan did not mean that every adversary was gone, but neither did God’s protection and guidance ever cease.

      Jesus grew up not in a splendid palace but in Nazareth, a place despised by people. Satan could use people’s prejudice and contempt to make them look down on Jesus, who was from Nazareth. But God used even that low and insignificant-looking environment to fulfill the words of the prophets.

      10. The methods of Satan’s obstruction shown in Matthew chapter 2

      In Matthew chapter 2, Satan’s obstruction appears in several forms. He tried to kill Jesus directly by using Herod’s lust for power; he tried to deceive the wise men with the lie of worship; and he stirred up fear and commotion among the people of Jerusalem. He made the religious leaders possess only biblical knowledge and not go and believe in the Christ, and through Herod’s rage he killed innocent children and brought sorrow to many families.

      

      But God guided the wise men with the star and the word of the Scriptures, changed their road of return through a dream, and let Joseph know the time to flee to Egypt, the time to return to Israel, and the time to go to Nazareth. Satan used power, lies, fear, and murder, but God overcame all those attacks with His word, His revelation, the obedience of faith, and His providence.

      The Jesus of Matthew chapter 2 is not simply a baby who survived Herod, but the Christ who was protected so that He would accomplish the saving work God had appointed. Jesus at last took all our sins—past, present, and future—upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment in full by carrying those sins and dying on the Cross shedding His blood, and completed the salvation by rising from death.

      In conclusion, Satan the Devil tried to remove the life of Jesus through Herod before He would begin the work of salvation, and he tried to block the will of God using false worship and political power, fear and indifference, murder and persecution. But the plan of God did not collapse in the least. Jesus was protected and grew up amid the attacks of every adversary, and by the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection He completed the gospel of the water and the Spirit and became the true King who has saved us from the power of sin, death, and Satan.
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          SERMON 1


          
            OFFER GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH TO GOD

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 2:1-12 >

      

      “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’’ Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way.”

      • THE NAME JESUS IS THE NAME OF THE SAVIOR

      In the days of Herod the king, Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. Bethlehem is the name of a very small district within the nation of Israel. When Jesus was born on this earth, wise men from the East came all the way to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2), and Herod the king and all Jerusalem were troubled when they heard it. People thought that the King of kings would be born in a great city like Jerusalem, but the Lord was born instead in a very small country village.

      The wise men, guided by the star, found their way to the place where the baby Jesus was, fell down and worshiped Him, and opened their treasure boxes and offered three gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—to Jesus Christ. Frankincense is the incense that is laid on the fire and burned when one prays, and myrrh is what served as an embalming spice that keeps a dead body from decaying. The wise men stayed there that evening and slept, and because God directed them in a dream, “Do not return to Herod, but go back another way to the homeland where you have been living,” they returned safely to their own country.

      

      We must know rightly what day Christmas is. Christmas is the day when the holy God, who made this whole universe—all the worlds of heaven and earth—became a man and came to deliver us from the destruction, the curse, the weakness, and the insufficiency of this world. The name Jesus is the name of the Savior. The Scripture says, “You shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Christmas is the day when the holy God came to this earth to save you and me from sin, curse, pain, and destruction.

      • THE REASON JESUS CAME TO THIS EARTH HIMSELF

      To Jesus, who was born on this earth to save us from sin, the wise men offered three gifts. These three gifts hold a very deep meaning. What is the reason Jesus came down to this earth, was born through the body of a virgin, and came to this earth clothed in weak flesh just like us men?

      The reason is, first, that you and I were bound to birth, aging, sickness, and death—the futile death of being born, falling sick, growing old, and dying—and were people who had sin and therefore had to suffer destruction and be judged in the eternal fire; so it was to save us from sin and from this futile death. Then how did God save us? Our Lord was born on this earth and grew up, and when He turned thirty He received baptism from John the Baptist and had all the sin of every person of mankind passed on to His own body. That is, He was passed all the sin of everyone in the world, all your sin. And carrying those sins, He was nailed to the Cross and shed His blood and died in place of the punishment of sin that you and I had to receive, and He rose from death three days after He died. In this way Jesus completely saved you and me from sin, from the curse, and from destruction.

      

      The name Jesus is the name of the Savior, and the name Christ means the King. Who is our King? He is God, who made you and me. When we, the creatures He made, fell into sin and went wrong in our weakness and insufficiency, this God came to this earth to save us from all that sin, destruction, and curse. And He received baptism from John in our place and was passed our sins; He was nailed to the Cross in our place, shed His blood, received the punishment of sin, and was sacrificed; and by rising from death He saved us from sin and destruction.

      Therefore, when we believe in Jesus, we must bring before God the faith that believes that Jesus came to this earth to save us, who could only be cursed, and that He truly saved us by receiving baptism from John, dying on the Cross, and rising from death. God has saved us. The gift of faith we can offer before God is the faith that believes that, because He loved us, He was passed our sins with the baptism He received from John and took them upon Himself, and that He received the judgment of sin for us and saved us. To believe in our hearts the salvation God has accomplished and to acknowledge it—that is the gift of faith we offer Him.

      Suppose, for example, that the president of some country, knowing well your situation in prison and pitying you greatly, granted you a special amnesty by presidential order and showed you the amazing love and grace of delivering you out of prison. Suppose an official who received the president’s order comes to the prison and says, “The president has forgiven your crime and has released you from prison. Please come out,” and yet you insist on staying in prison, saying, “No, I cannot believe it. Even if the president has granted me such an amnesty, I cannot believe it,” and you struggle not to come out even when they pull you out. What would happen then? It would be unbelief that gravely rejects that president’s love and grace.

      

      In the same way, because God loves you and me, He sent His Son Jesus Christ to this earth to save us from sin. With the baptism His Son Jesus received from John, God passed all our sins on to Jesus; He had Jesus judged on the Cross, shedding His blood, and then raised Him from death; and so He saved you and me.

      For us to believe this—that is, to receive it in our hearts with true thanksgiving and to believe that my sins were passed on to Jesus Christ through the baptism of John and that Jesus Christ received all the judgment of my sins—becomes the gift we offer in return for His love, even though we may have no gold, silver, or material things to offer God.

      • GOLD IS THE GIFT OF FAITH THAT BELIEVES IN CHRIST

      The first gift the wise men offered was gold. In the Bible, gold speaks of faith. The faith that believes that Jesus Christ came to this earth and saved you and me—that faith becomes the gift of faith offered before God. Do you believe that God has loved you? God really loves you, and He really took your sins upon Himself. Jesus came to this earth, and when He turned thirty He received baptism from John the Baptist and was passed all the sins of the world; He carried those sins of the world and was nailed to the Cross and shed His blood, receiving all the judgment for all sins; and He rose from death and, as the living God, became your Savior. When we truly believe in and receive this Savior in our hearts, you and I become God’s people.

      • FRANKINCENSE IS THE PRAYER THAT A MAN OF FAITH OFFERS

      

      Second, what gift must we offer? The wise men offered frankincense. Frankincense is prayer. The prayer of one who truly believes in Jesus as his God and his Savior and prays—the prayer in which such a man of faith asks God for help—is the gift of faith offered up before God.

      In this world, if you blindly ask a rich man for money, you will get your face slapped. But God is the One who wants to show mercy, who delights to give good things, and who delights to bless. When someone who believes in Jesus as his Savior asks Him for help in faith, that itself becomes offering Him a gift. When we believe in Jesus we are saved; when we are saved we become children of God; and when we become children of God, God becomes our Father, and so we have received the privilege of asking God the Father for help.

      That is why one who truly believes asks God for help in hard times and good times and sad times, and for other people as well. We must pray for His help. To pray is to plead and to entreat. When we pray in the name of Jesus for help, God the Father helps us. Because God saved you and me from sin through His Son and made us God’s people, because we have become God’s children by faith, when we pray as God’s children, God the Father answers. Therefore we must be saved by faith, and we must pray with the faith that truly believes that God has become our Savior and our Father.

      • MYRRH IS THE ETERNALLY UNCHANGING TRUTH

      

      Third, the wise men offered myrrh. In ancient times, when someone died, people often made mummies, and they put myrrh inside the body. Myrrh is a preservative that keeps the body from decaying. The Lord, who is God, loved us and came to this earth clothed in human flesh; with the baptism He received from John He took all our sins upon Himself; and by His death on the Cross and His resurrection He saved you and me. This is the truth that never changes for all eternity, the truth that brings us life and brings us the remission of sin. This truth of the gospel of the water and the Spirit remains unchanged forever. If we only believe it, we become children of God, we repay the love of God, and we repay the grace of God.

      What could we possibly bring and offer before God? He is mighty in power; He made us; and when we grew weak and fell into sin, He came to this earth to save us from destruction and to bless us, and He saved us. Before such a One there is nothing worth bringing and offering. Yet there is one thing we must offer without fail. It is the faith that believes in our hearts that He has loved us, that He has removed our sins, that He has made us God’s children, and that He has blessed us. We must offer this faith to God.

      Because He is the rich, all-knowing, and almighty God, who can do all things and lacks nothing, He does not delight in our bringing Him material things; He delights to receive the faith that believes that He has loved you. Therefore you and I must believe with our hearts and so repay His love. That is how, greeting this Christmas, we believe in Jesus and believe in God and truly repay the love of God, and that is the way we can receive blessing from Him.

      

      How did Jesus take charge of your sins and mine? He was passed them and took them upon Himself by receiving baptism from John. And carrying those sins, He was nailed to the Cross and shed His blood and died, and He rose from death, and so He saved us. We must know this without fail, and we must believe it without fail. Apart from this method, the baptism Jesus received from John, there was no other way for our sins to be passed on to Jesus, and through that baptism all our sins have already been passed on to Jesus. You and I are people who sin all the time, people who sin because we are lacking. Therefore we must surely believe that when Jesus received baptism from John, He took all our sins upon Himself through that baptism and took them all upon Himself—that our sins were all passed on.

      Jesus carried our sins and went and was nailed to the Cross, the frame of execution, and shed all the blood in His heart and died. This means that because Jesus had been passed your sins and mine through His baptism, He carried those sins and received the punishment of sin on the Cross in our place. And the Lord rose from death and so saved you and me from sin and punishment. We must believe this without fail. We cannot believe this fact anywhere else.

      Nowhere else can we discover that your sins and mine were passed on to Jesus, that Jesus took our sins upon Himself. Where alone can it be discovered? It can be discovered only through the baptism Jesus received from John, and only in that place were your sins and mine passed on. The prophecy of the Old Testament remains, after all, prophecy; the place where it was actually fulfilled is the Jordan River. It was fulfilled when Jesus received baptism from John at the Jordan River. Where did your sins disappear? When Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist at the Jordan River—at that time your sins, my sins, the sins of every person of mankind were all passed on onto the head of Jesus. All the sins you commit throughout your whole life, from your mother’s womb until you die, were passed on to Jesus Christ. After Jesus received all our sins through this baptism, He went to the Cross, was nailed to it, received the punishment of sin in our place, and rose from death, and so He saved us. Therefore we must never even let out of our mouths the words that we came to know or believe the remission of sin through the prophetic word of the Old Testament.

      

      While receiving baptism from John at the Jordan River, Jesus said, “Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). And when Jesus had been baptized and came up from the water, there was a voice from heaven: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). When Jesus received baptism from John, all righteousness was fulfilled. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus took all your sins and all my sins upon Himself, and He carried those sins and died on the Cross shedding His blood and then rose again, and so He completed our salvation.

      When were your sins passed on to Jesus Christ? They were passed on when Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, and Jesus carried those sins and died on the Cross and rose again, and so He saved us. But knowing this only in the head is of no use. Even if you know it, if you do not believe it, it is of no use at all. And you must not look anywhere else for the place where you were saved, the place where your sins were passed on.

      You must not look for the place where your sins were passed on in such words as the word in Isaiah of the Old Testament, “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows… But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities” (Isaiah 53:4–5), or the word Hezekiah confessed, “You have cast all my sins behind Your back” (Isaiah 38:17). That is prophecy. Where is the place He actually fulfilled it? It was fulfilled in the era of the New Testament, through the baptism Jesus Christ received from John when He was born and, at the age of thirty, went to the Jordan River. Jesus carried the sins He had been passed through that baptism, received the judgment on the Cross, and rose again, and so He fulfilled all that prophecy. That is why the confession of faith must be made exactly so.

      

      Why is that? If you do not make the confession of faith rightly, the Devil begins to attack you, saying, “This person knows it only in theory,” and begins to drag you about. Then, even if you want to have a merciful heart, you cannot have it. Only when the Holy Spirit is in your heart, only when the Holy Spirit acknowledges your faith, can you show love and do this and do that with the Spirit dwelling in your heart; apart from the Holy Spirit you can do nothing. It is because you and I have no ability of our own.

      So we must give our testimony of salvation properly. Testimonies of salvation are not different for each person. The testimony of one who has received the remission of sin is one and only one: that when Jesus received baptism from John at the Jordan River, my sins, your sins, were passed on to Jesus; and that Jesus carried those sins of the world and went and was nailed to the Cross and died, and rose from death, and so saved you and me. This is the truth of the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We must believe exactly like this. If your testimony goes off in some strange direction, that is not salvation.

      However spiritually you may have grasped the Old Testament, where is the place Jesus actually took your sins upon Himself? He took them upon Himself with the baptism He received from John at the Jordan River. If someone promised you through and through that he would pay off your debt but did not actually pay it, it would be of no use. There must be a day he paid it and the evidence of it. However firmly he promised to pay, if you do not know that he actually paid, then however much you try to believe that he paid, that is a vain faith. Such a vain faith is always uneasy at heart. That is not true faith.

      

      That is exactly what myrrh means: it never changes for all eternity. The place where Jesus took our sins, your sins, upon Himself is the Jordan River. Therefore we must confess like this: “At the Jordan River, Jesus received baptism from John and was passed my sins and took them upon Himself. So all my sins were passed on to Jesus.” Jesus carried the sins of the world in this way and was nailed to the Cross, said, “It is finished!” (John 19:30), and died, and He rose from death and so saved you. He did so because He had been passed all our sins through His baptism.

      The testimony of salvation must be given exactly right. If you know the right answer but do not know the process well, you can at least know the answer first and then learn the process, and later it comes to be believed: “Ah, so this is right.” But if you do not know the answer and infer the process as you please and produce a strange result, however much you think, you can never arrive at the right answer. That is how it is with the formulas of mathematics.

      The gifts the wise men offered to Jesus were these three: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. There is one truth that never changes for all eternity, and it is that the place where Jesus, having come to this earth, took your sins and mine upon Himself is the Jordan River. Where did He take them upon Himself? He took them upon Himself at the Jordan River. How did He take them upon Himself? He was passed them and took them upon Himself through the baptism He received from John, and He died on the Cross and rose again, and so He saved us. Some may say that we always preach only the same word. But in fact we are all little children before God. Even one who is well on in years is a little child before God. How old is God? We cannot know. He is eternal. So we offer to God myrrh, that is, the faith that believes this truth that never changes for all eternity.

      

      Greeting this Christmas, what gift of faith can you offer before God? Have you offered all three of these? Do you believe all three by faith? If you believe this, you have offered these three gifts before God. If even one of them is missing, do not act as if you were somebody; do not think as you please because you are strong; think according to the word of God. And do not try to practice love by your own strength. You can practice that love by believing in the Lord, by giving thanks, and because that love is in your heart; if you try to practice love by your own strength, evil pours out instead.

      • ONLY WHEN WE BELIEVE ACCORDING TO HIS METHOD DO WE RECEIVE SALVATION

      The wise men from the East came to the baby Jesus, offered these three gifts, and worshiped Him. Were these wise men saved people, or not? They were saved people. Why would they have offered these three gifts? It was the confession: “I truly believe. I believe that You are the Messiah. I believe that You have come to this earth and, as the Old Testament promised, will be passed our sins through the baptism of John, and will die on the Cross and rise again. And I believe that this is the truth that never changes for all eternity.”

      Those who do not believe are not God’s people. Our hearts must be like the heart of a little child. Just as a picture drawn with crayons on white drawing paper comes out just as it is drawn, our hearts must receive the word just as it is. But some grown-ups’ hearts already have a color laid down underneath, so that however much you color over them with a blue crayon, it does not show. It is a heart in which the color of one’s own thoughts is already laid down, so that even when the word is drawn into it, it is not received. Such a heart must be especially careful.

      

      Believe that Jesus was really born on this earth; that when He turned thirty He received baptism from John at the Jordan River and was passed your sins; that He went to the Cross and was nailed to it and died; and that He rose again three days after He died and truly saved you. If you believe like this, you receive salvation.

      There are people who do not know, people who cannot believe, and also people who, though they know, say, “I was saved in a somewhat special way, not the same as others.” But this salvation alone—this one fact that God has saved you and me from sin—cannot be different. It is because the One who gave salvation bestowed it by one method. Since He bestowed salvation by one method, our faith also must be the faith that believes just as it is that one method by which He saved us; only then do we receive salvation. That is why I tell it straight as it is. The faith of a pastor is this faith; the faith of little children is this faith; the faith of the aged, the faith of those with much learning, and the faith of those who could not receive much schooling are this faith—all the same faith. It must be the same faith.

      • WE MUST OFFER TO GOD THE SAME FAITH AS THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST

      Greeting this Christmas, believe truly in your heart that Jesus Christ was born on this earth; that He went to the Jordan River and received baptism from John and so was passed your sins and mine and took them upon Himself; that carrying the sins of the world, He was nailed to the Cross and died; and that He rose again three days after He died and really saved you and me. First of all, that is the right answer, and you must know it. And whatever you do not know well besides, you can learn and hear through the word of the Scriptures and receive more detailed fellowship.

      

      Jesus took away all the sins of every person in this world. It is not that He took away one person’s sins and not another’s; He came to take away the sins of all people by one method. Adults and children alike must hear this word with the heart of a little child. Since the Lord has saved us like this, faith is one, baptism is one, and salvation is one. Believe this gospel of the water and the Spirit without fail.

      If your testimony of salvation and your testimony of faith differ from this, it is not salvation. God’s servants have the gift of discerning it. The Scripture says, “With the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10). Confess with your mouth that what is right is right. Even if your heart has gone somewhat wrong, as you keep confessing that the right thing is right, it comes to be believed in your heart.

      The Lord has saved us like this, and He has told us today that He receives this kind of faith. We too must have before God the same faith as the wise men from the East, and we must offer that faith up to God.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          SERMON 2


          
            GOD WORKS ACCORDING TO HIS PLANNED PROVIDENCE

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 2:1-12 >

      

      “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’’ Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way.”

      • THE HISTORY OF MANKIND IS THE HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST

      Today is December 25, the day people call Christmas. In fact, in worldly terms this was the day when people used to serve the sun god. Constantine the Great of ancient Rome was the man who united Rome, then divided into East and West, through war and became emperor, and he issued the Edict of Milan and officially recognized Christianity as a religion of Rome. He was originally a man who served pagan gods, but in a dream he saw a cross and received a revelation to fight with that cross before him, and after he won that battle he proclaimed that the religion of Rome was Christianity. After Christianity was thus officially recognized, some one day of the year had to be kept in commemoration of the Lord’s coming, and so this day came to be observed.

      

      The history of mankind is divided into before the coming of Jesus Christ (B.C.) and after His coming (A.D.). People say that it has already been 2,004 years since Jesus Christ came. Some say there is an error of a few years among the scholars who calculated the dates, but that is not so important. The point is that Jesus Christ came to this earth about two thousand years ago. If we trace history back up to the time when Caesar Augustus had become emperor of Rome and Herod was king of Israel, then a colony of Rome, it comes out so. Christianity, therefore, is not something built upon a tale. It was not established merely by words handed down among men; it began together with the history of this earth and this universe, and it is still being accomplished together with them.

      People of the West call history “History,” and that word means “His story,” that is, the history of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ made this universe and made mankind, and He has planned and is leading the history of this universe, this earth, and mankind. The history of mankind is under the sovereignty and the providence of Jesus Christ.

      It is said that for a long time after the early church came into being, nothing in Christianity was unified. The Bible was not yet arranged into the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments as it is today, and because the early church was living its life of faith under severe persecution, the teaching could not be properly established either. Those who believed in Christianity had no strength and no power, so nothing could be brought together into one, organized, and handed down. But after Constantine became the ruler of Rome and gave the order that Rome was a nation holding the Christian faith, he gathered the Christian leaders of each region and each nation under his rule to the region of Nicaea and had them hold a council.

      At that council, it is said, there were many discussions about who God is, who Jesus Christ is, and what the relationship between Jesus Christ and God the Father is. Some leaders said that Jesus was a lower god, inferior to God the Father, and some leaders said that He is the same God as God the Father, the same in status, only as Father and as Son. The conclusion agreed upon through long deliberation was that God is the triune God. There are the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; they are the same God, and only in the work each has taken did they work from somewhat different angles. 

      

      But this man Constantine was not a truly devout Christian. If you search the records, he was a man whose faith was not sound. As every man has a bright side and a dark side, he too has both light and shadow. What I want to say is that even though he was such a man, God took him up and used him. God moves the hearts of kings, moves mankind, and moves all history along like this.

      • JESUS CHRIST IS THE KING OF KINGS, THE SAVIOR OF MANKIND

      In the word of Matthew chapter 2 is recorded the account of the wise men from the East who saw the star and came to find the One born King of the Jews. The wise men from the East, coming along after the star, entered the capital Jerusalem when they set foot in the land of Israel, thinking that a king would surely have been born in the greatest city, in the royal house. When they asked, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2), a commotion arose in all Jerusalem. Herod the king had not had a child, and yet it was said that the King of the Jews had been born; the rumor of what on earth this could mean spread until it entered the ears of Herod the king.

      Herod the king thought something serious had happened, and he called the chief priests and the scribes and asked them, and he also called the wise men secretly and asked them. Then they answered that God had said through the prophets of the Old Testament that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem. The Christ would without fail be born not in the capital but in Bethlehem. Herod told the wise men to let him know as well when they found Him, saying that he too wanted to go and worship Him, and sent them off.

      

      When the wise men went toward Bethlehem, the star they had seen in the East went before them and stood over the place where the baby was. That was the time of the registration census recorded in the Gospel of Luke, so all the people had gone back, each to his own ancestral town. With the crowds there was no room in the inn, and since there was no room to give to Mary, who was about to give birth, a place where animals stayed was given to them, and there the baby was born. Word must have gone around in that town, and the wise men, arriving in due time, saw the baby with Mary His mother, fell down and worshiped the baby, opened their treasure boxes, and offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts. And being directed in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country another way.

      What this word of Jesus Christ’s coming to this earth tells us is that the Leader who would lead mankind rightly was born. It tells us that the King of kings, the true Chief Shepherd, was born on this earth. Jesus Christ is the Savior and the Leader of mankind. He made this world, and He came to this earth to save His people from their sins. Because He was born on this earth, we could receive right guidance and could receive true salvation. If Jesus Christ had not come to this earth and led us, if He had not moved the history of this world, we could not have met the Lord.

      

      Jesus Christ, as the Leader of mankind, as the Savior, as the great Chief Shepherd, came to us and met us and led us into the way of receiving the remission of sin. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus had all our sins passed onto Him; He carried those sins and died on the Cross shedding His blood; and He rose again three days after He died, and so He gave us the complete remission of sin. And He has led us into the kingdom of God, the kingdom of everlasting life. Greeting this Christmas, we must know this. What Christmas means is that the Leader who is the King of kings, Jesus Christ the Son of God the Father, was born on this earth and has led us into the kingdom of God. We must remember this.

      • GOD RAISES UP MEN IN EVERY AGE AND MOVES HISTORY

      King Constantine was not a man who greatly feared God. Yet God took him up and used him. Here we can sense that God rules over the history of mankind and works out His providence. Constantine was in fact a man who could not even have become king, but God lifted him up, had him unite the eastern and western Rome, and had him ascend the throne. And he made use of Christianity. Taking the Christian faith that God is one, as in the word “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5), he made it the binding force to gather the hearts of the people into one, saying that the one king of East and West Rome was himself. But Christianity is in fact not a religion. What we have is not a religion but faith, belief, and true life. In any case, whether he made use of Christianity or whatever he did, God took him up and used him and had him do a great work.

      

      In the days of the early church, the Bible was not bound together in good order, to be seen at a glance, as it is now. Each person had, in handwritten copies, the words the apostles had preached and the things God’s servants had spoken in the Old Testament. So strange religions could arise. What became the greatest problem in the days of the early church was Gnosticism, which sets pagan gods above Jesus Christ. It said that there are many gods in this world, that there is a mother of the gods, and that under her, as lower gods, are Jesus Christ and God the Father—in this way, by man’s thinking, it merged Christianity and pagan religion and fixed a ranking of superior gods and inferior gods. So there were those who knew and believed rightly, but a very strange mixed religion had also come into being. The first three hundred years of Christian history flowed down like that, without a settled order.

      But Constantine the Great opened the Council of Nicaea and set this straight. He gathered the leaders and had them examine all the manuscript copies that had come down until then. Manuscripts, being copied and copied again, sometimes became corrupted like a game of relaying words; but because even at that point the documents were gathered in, the absurd teachings were filtered out, and the word of God was properly established, we today have come to believe the Bible rightly. God took up that man and had him do that tremendous work. We can know that it was the providence of God.

      God moves the history of this earth along in each and every age. The people of Israel mistreated Jesus Christ and nailed Him to the cross and killed Him, and yet they were not in the least afraid. Even when told that they had done wrong, they said it was not so, and they arrogantly challenged God, saying, “His blood be on us and on our children” (Matthew 27:25). Then God raised up within that history a man of Germany named Hitler, and the Jews went through the horrific mass killing in the camps. Only after going through that did the people of Israel surrender before God, saying that they had truly done wrong. Who is the protagonist of this history? It is God. We can see that God raised up men at each and every time and worked.

      

      Even now there are many among the Jews who believe in Jesus. Just a few days ago a certain Jew downloaded and read an e-book we had made and said he had received salvation, and since he knew Spanish, he sent an e-mail asking us to send him books in Spanish, and we sent them. Only, those who know and believe fully are probably not yet many.

      When we look back over history, we see God raising up the kings of this world at each and every time and working. In old times, they say, the nations strong at sea often ruled the world. The fleet of a certain nation, said to be invincible, was coming to strike England when a storm arose at sea and the whole fleet was overturned and utterly broken, and from that time England became a power so strong it was called “the empire on which the sun never sets.” And King James of England had scholars translate the Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek into English very well and bring it out. That is the King James Bible. In this way we can know that God raised up men at each and every time and moved history along.

      God thus works out His providence and His work upon this earth. Jesus Christ, who is God, Himself came to this earth as the Savior and the Leader of mankind, saved us, and brought us into the kingdom of the Lord.

      • IN THIS LAST AGE HE WORKS THROUGH US

      In each age God called and raised up men and worked, and what I want to tell you is that in this last age God works through us. Whom does the star in this word point to? It speaks of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ led the wise men from the East, and the wise men offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh as the confession of their faith. In the same way, God has saved you and me today through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and He is accomplishing God’s will in this world through you and me. Even now God rules the whole universe, orders it in His providence, and leads it.

      

      Seen small, we may think that we happened to be saved and happened to enter God’s church and live like this. But that is only our own thinking; if we think a little larger and deeper, we can know that although we as individuals are nothing much, God has met us through the gospel of the water and the Spirit and is now having this gospel preached to the whole world through us, accomplishing His will. Within His own plan and providence God has met us, and He is taking us up and accomplishing His will. As Constantine the Great was used by God, so you and I today are being used. We have received salvation through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and we are being used for a truly righteous work. Truly the providence of God is amazing and amazing again.

      We received the report that in this one year we sent out 430,000 gospel books to the whole world. Last year we sent about 370,000, so together they come to about 800,000. God has called you and me, met us, and used us to accomplish His will. All this work is the providence of God and His doing. If it were a work done by man, gospel books could never go out to the whole world like this. Four hundred thousand books are easily said, but if the members of our church tried to carry those books with their own hands, it would take half a year or a year. That enormous quantity has gone into every part of this earth, except a few countries the mail does not reach and the countries whose doors are shut. God has ruled in His providence and worked. God is doing this work through you and me, through God’s church and His workers, through each one of us.

      

      God made the universe and all things and man; He caused you and me to be born on this earth; He caused us to meet the gospel of the water and the Spirit, to believe that gospel, and to preach that gospel to all mankind in the whole world. God has done this work and is doing it continually even now. This is the providence of God. Jesus Christ, who is God, came to this earth and is Himself working the works of leading us, saving us from sin, and saving mankind from sin through us. Even now the providence of God is continually being accomplished.

      Each of us, thinking of himself, may think that he somehow got caught in this place and can neither pull out nor stay put, and that if circumstances become hard he can simply quit. Many people think that way, I say. But think it over once: whether God really intervened with each one of you and me or not, whether God planned it so or not—think it over, I say.

      God had Constantine issue the Edict of Milan and gave freedom to the Christians. How much oppression had Christians suffered before that? For hundreds of years they were oppressed, living in caves, and having no clothes, they sewed sheepskins together and wore them. In Hebrews chapter 11 comes the word about the people of faith of whom the world was not worthy: “They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented” (Hebrews 11:37). They really kept themselves alive that way. The suffering of Christianity was that severe, and then God set up Constantine the Great at just that point and had the documents, scattered in disorder, gathered in and the Bible properly established, so that today we have come to believe rightly. As God took up and used that man Constantine, God has taken me up and used me, and He is taking you up and using you as well. God has been accomplishing His will through us and has become our Leader. And when His will was fully accomplished, He clothed us with blessing and grace beyond words.

      

      Looking at each one of you as well—is it understood, is it affirmed in you, that God has led you like this with a plan? Looking back over the way our saints have come, there is in each case a course by which, through the hands of several people, one heard the gospel and came at last to God’s church. In the earliest days, since there were only a few saints, if there was a brother who had received salvation and yet did not come out to church well, we would go visiting him day and night and hold on to him. When we quietly think it over, we can know: so this is how, and this is how, the Lord has led.

      • HE MADE ME KNOW WHY JESUS RECEIVED BAPTISM FROM JOHN

      Let me tell a little of my own story. I was a man who strove very hard to be honest before God. Before men and before God alike, I strove to be honest to the point of seeming foolish. From childhood I had the heart that absolutely did not want to tell a lie, and my sense of standing up for the weak was extremely strong, so that I could not pass by when I saw a powerless person being beaten. My body was small, but those things were so strong in me that I would always fly at bigger men and get beaten.

      Even while studying theology I was stubbornly honest to the point of foolishness. Even where a little cheating would have gotten me through an exam easily, I absolutely would not do it. I considered such things shameful, and thought it better to say plainly that I did not know what I did not know. So there was a course I could not pass, and I paid tuition for one more semester, and I nearly failed to graduate when all my friends were graduating. When there was something I did not know, I questioned myself, bought books and read them, asked the professors, and asked my fellow students. Even in class, if I did not understand, I would ask them to explain in more detail—many questions that looked all too elementary in others’ eyes. Because of that I was much scolded and much ignored.

      

      Yet even while studying like that, every time I looked at the Bible the question arose in me why Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist. Everything else I could understand, and everything else worked by faith, but this alone would not be solved. That Jesus is my Savior I would believe even with a sword at my throat, but why Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist I simply could not understand. When I asked, there was no one who would tell me; only rebukes came back. How could a student who had entered the theological seminary not know that and ask it openly in class; was I believing in Jesus or not; did I not even know the original languages—so they said. Who would not know that words like baptizo (βαπτίζω) and baptisma (βάπτισμα) mean “to be immersed,” “to be buried,” “to be washed”? I too had a Greek lexicon and a Hebrew lexicon. The lexicons say so, but it was because I did not know the meaning that I was asking; yet nowhere was there an answer.

      When I first read the Bible, the knowledge was new, so one reading would bring it all into my head, and soon after I first believed in Jesus I even took first place in a Bible quiz contest. I knew where every word was, but I did not know what the words meant. So I knelt down and prayed before God: “God, I know nothing. In a little while I will graduate from seminary and become a pastor, and yet I do not know this Bible. The black is letters and the white is paper—truly I do not know it. Please teach me this Bible.” I prayed like that, one on one before God, countless times. I went into a closet and prayed, stayed up nights reading books, and dug into one thing for several nights at a time. I bought and read nearly every book that was said to be important. I studied theology alone for ten years. But real study is not earning credits; it is taking that field as one’s specialty and digging into it until one has mastered it.

      

      In the midst of that, in Matthew chapter 3, the word Jesus spoke when He came from Galilee to the Jordan River to receive baptism from John the Baptist came into my eyes: “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Holding on to that word “all righteousness,” I searched the Greek original, searched the Hebrew, searched the English and the Chinese, digging in for several months. Even if I have forgotten everything else, I still remember the words I saw then in the original text: houtos (οὕτως) and dikaiosynēn (δικαιοσύνην). I looked everything up, wondering whether I was failing to understand because I did not know the letters; the letters I knew well enough, but I could not tell what this meant.

      And then a light came on in my heart: “Ah, this is it!” I had never even dreamed that John the Baptist performs the role of the high priest of the Old Testament. I had known John the Baptist only as a servant of God whom God sent before the Lord came, one who lived a clean life. From Leviticus I knew all about how in the Old Testament, when the high priest, a descendant of Aaron, laid his hands on, the sins were passed on without fail on the Day of Atonement, the tenth day of the seventh month; but that had not been grafted onto the New Testament. There is nothing in the Bible that is not grafted together. If there is the passing of sins in the Old Testament, must it not be in the New Testament also? While I agonized and agonized, the light came on in my heart: “Aha, John the Baptist is the one who, as a descendant of Aaron, performs the role of passing all the sins of mankind on to Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God!” By performing the role of the last high priest to Jesus, John the Baptist finished his own ministry. John the Baptist came to do that work. By giving baptism to Jesus on behalf of all people, he passed all sins on once and for all.

      

      John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness when Jesus turned thirty, crying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2), and to the Pharisees and Sadducees he spoke rebuke, calling them a brood of vipers. And after finishing that work of passing the sins of mankind on to Jesus, he rebuked the sin of King Herod and was martyred while giving baptism to the people. That is precisely the work John the Baptist came to this earth to do: to pass the sins of mankind on to Jesus Christ, to teach that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God and our Savior, and to awaken people to their sins and preach that they should turn and believe in this Savior—and so he went his way.

      So the problem of my sins came to an end. Matthew 3:15 is the word by which I received salvation and am assured of my salvation. Not I alone; all mankind can be assured of salvation through this word. When Jesus received baptism from John, all righteousness was fulfilled. “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16–17). With the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the sins of the whole world were passed on to Jesus; He carried those sins and died on the Cross shedding His blood; and He rose again three days after He died and became our Savior. This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      After I came to know this, I could not bear it. Knowing this truth, how could I stay still by myself? In the old days I was a man who could not even look at women. But after coming to know this gospel, I would take hold of everyone I met—man or woman, grandmother or grandfather, without regard to status or rank—and preach the gospel. Walking along the street, I would ask a passerby, “Do you have sin?”—and how startled they would be! If they ran away, I would run after them, telling them I was an evangelist, that they need not be afraid, that I was certainly not one to harm them, and I would ask whether they attended church; and if the talk went well, we would sit on a flower bed by the roadside and I would preach the gospel. When someone received the remission of sin there, we would be so glad that we went off together to eat a meal. I could not stay still.

      • THE GOD OF EBENEZER WHO HAS HELPED US

      At that time I did not know. After meeting the Lord I prayed, “This gospel is not in the whole world. Let me preach this gospel to the whole world”—but I did not know that God would bring it to pass. In our circumstances it was very hard. But God has made me, together with you today, with God’s churches across the whole country and the men and women fellow workers and the brothers and sisters, one who preaches the gospel to the whole world. God had a will for me, and He made me so, made me receive the remission of sin, and brought me all the way to now. As it says, “Thus far the LORD has helped us” (1 Samuel 7:12), the God of Ebenezer has helped us to this point and will help us in the days to come. God has caused us to meet you, so that we serve the gospel of the water and the Spirit united together. Many things have happened, but this is God’s leading and God’s providence. Whether I think of myself or think of each one of you, God has so led and so ruled in His providence and is using us. So I believe.

      God has worked and has carried out His providence like this. In this world there are more people than the grains of sand, and there are so many people incomparably finer and smarter than I, and yet God took me up and used me. God has taken you up and used you. I believe that.

      

      • LIVE BELIEVING IN THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD

      You are admirable people, but when I think of myself before God, I am truly a man with nothing to boast of. Think of David for a moment. David was the youngest of his house, a boy with nothing to look at. In his brothers’ eyes he was one who could not even go out to war and fight. When he went to his brothers at the battlefield on his father’s errand, carrying food, his brother said, “What have you come here for? It is dangerous—go back quickly.” But when David arrived, Goliath happened to have come out with his long spear, insulting God, saying that if there was anyone who would come and fight with him, let him come out, and if not, let them surrender early. When David saw that, a righteous indignation rose in him: “Trembling before such a fellow! If they would send me out, I would strike him down at once.” That report went up even to the ears of King Saul, for at that time there was not one man in the camp of Israel who would say even that much.

      

      The king called David and asked whether he could really do it, and he said he could. The king put his own armor on him, but it was so heavy he could not walk. David took the armor off, went forward in his own way with his sling, and cried, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (1 Samuel 17:45). And when the stone he whirled and threw from his sling lodged in Goliath’s forehead, Goliath fell, and David drew Goliath’s sword and cut off his head. Then the army of the Philistines scattered in terror and fled. God did that. It was not because David was strong and valiant; it was because in David there was a heart that feared God and a faith that believed, that God took David up and used him. So God called David “a man after My own heart” (Acts 13:22).

      I too am lacking, but God has used me; and you too are lacking, but God has taken you up and used you. Truly it is the providence of God. Just as He really used Constantine the Great, God is using you and me within God’s providence. Thinking of such things, I truly give thanks before God. To be used like this—there are things done well, things done poorly, and things lacking, but that God has held on to us and used us—how great and how thankful a thing is that?

      When you grow feeble and fall into weakness, think of this providence of God: that God planned you before the foundation of the world, saved you through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and is accomplishing God’s own will through you within God’s church. And live on holding that faith.
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            THE FAITH THAT RECEIVES THE GUIDANCE OF THE STAR

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 2:1-13 >

      

      “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’’ Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.’”

      • PEOPLE WHO SEEK THE LORD WITH THEIR OWN THOUGHTS

      People are seeking God, each holding many thoughts of his own. The word records what happened in the days of Herod the king—the time when the Romans had set a man named Herod as king over the nation of Israel, around A.D. 1, when the baby Jesus was born. At that time, men called the wise men from the East arrived in Jerusalem and said, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2).

      These were men who had seen His star in the East and come. They thought, “That is the star of a king. A king is going to be born. Where that star goes and stops, the king of this world will be born,” and they set out following the star.

      

      People sometimes call these men fortune-tellers. These men followed that star a long way and then stayed at Jerusalem. It was because in their own thinking they held the fixed idea that the King of the Jews would surely be born in Jerusalem, the great capital of the nation of Israel. Coming from the East following the star, over mountains and across waters, when they looked upon the city of Jerusalem they hardened their thought—“Just as I thought; it is right for a king to be born in the biggest city”—and gave up looking at the star.

      And staying in Jerusalem, they would have asked the priests and the scribes there, “The King of the Jews has been born in this city—where is He?” Then that city was turned upside down. There is a king—what other king has been born?

      People are striving to meet Jesus Christ, the King of kings and the Lord of truth, with their own thoughts. Many people are seeking wrongly, in delusion. We know well that we can meet God through the word of God. We know well that the Bible is the word of God. Yet rather than trying to meet God within the word of God, people—even after first believing and following the word—take their own thoughts, look at their circumstances, remain within those circumstances, and try to meet the Jesus they themselves are looking for.

      So many people, though they believe in Jesus, go looking for a big church building when they do not know the word of the Scriptures well. They go there thinking they will be able to meet Jesus, stay five years, stay ten years, and later come out disappointed. Some people, thinking they will be able to meet Jesus if they go, not to a big church building, but to someone who casts out demons and works miracles, seek out such places. They go there and try doing as they are told, and watch to see whether Jesus appears; but there are also people who fail to discover Jesus and lose heart, only suffering much hardship.

      If a man tries to meet God with his own thoughts, he only suffers and in the end fails to meet God. In Matthew chapter 1 comes the word about the birth of the King. And Matthew chapter 2 tells us how we can meet that King who has come into this world. Countless people are striving and longing to meet Jesus Christ, the King of kings, but because they hold their own thoughts, they look for Jesus in the wrong places.

      

      • JESUS CHRIST, MET THROUGH THE GUIDANCE OF THE STAR

      The word records, “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying” (Matthew 2:1). Why did the wise men arrive at Jerusalem and ask? They could simply have kept following the star. That they arrived at Jerusalem and spoke means that the star passed over Jerusalem, and that as they watched the star passing through that sky, the wise men hardened the thought in themselves, “It is right that the king is born in this great city.” That is why they would have gone into that city and asked the priests and the scribes.

      But though they asked about the birth of the King, no one in that city knew. “When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Matthew 2:3). They could not but be in commotion, because there was a king, and yet it was said that another king had been born. Even in the dynastic ages of old, when fortune-tellers spread the word that a new king had been born or a great general had been born, they would kill that child outright while he was still young. When this rumor went around, that city, where Herod the king and all the politicians and the religionists were, was turned completely upside down.

      

      The king gathered the priests and the scribes and asked where the Christ was to be born. He asked in order to kill Him. Then the priests and the scribes answered as it is recorded in the Scriptures: “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel’” (Matthew 2:5–6). They answered by citing the word of the Old Testament. For Jesus Christ our Lord is the God of truth who comes exactly as prophesied, exactly as promised, in the Old Testament. Because God is the God who speaks and unfailingly fulfills, He comes exactly according to that word.

      Bethlehem in the land of Judah is a place far removed from Jerusalem. Jerusalem was a great city, the capital of a nation, but Bethlehem was a very small country village whose name was hardly known. God promised that the Christ would be born in that small village of Bethlehem, and what He had spoken He had recorded through His servants, the prophets. So Herod secretly called the wise men, for Bethlehem too was a little village within his own country. The word records that Herod “determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also’” (Matthew 2:7–8). He sent the wise men first.

      Because of this delusion of the wise men, the baby Jesus was nearly placed in the situation of being killed, and their own lives too came into danger. Herod said, “If you find Him, let me know, and I too will go and worship Him,” but in fact he was thinking to kill the newly born King and also to kill all the company who went about seeking that new King. The wise men, having heard the king’s words, went on their way, and when nothing worked out, they looked up at the sky again. And there was that great star they had seen in the East, going on before them. They rejoiced and followed that star, and at last, reaching Bethlehem, they came to meet the baby Jesus, born in a stable, a place where animals are fed.

      The word records it like this: “Behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was” (Matthew 2:9). “When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy” (Matthew 2:10).

      

      • WE CAN MEET JESUS CHRIST THROUGH THE GUIDANCE OF GOD’S SERVANTS

      To meet the Lord, we must receive the guidance of the star. Then what is the star? The star speaks of the servants of God. In Revelation also, the stars refer to the servants of God. We must meet real servants of God, and through the guidance of God’s servants we can meet Jesus, who has saved us from sin. Jesus is the One who received baptism from John and was passed all our sins and took them upon Himself; who carried those sins and was judged on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying; and who rose from death and so saved us from all sins. God leads us to Jesus through the word preached by the servants who know the gospel.

      When we receive the guidance of God’s servants, we meet God at once. But if we follow our own thoughts, we can never meet Him. God’s servant leads the people. As a shepherd leads his flock, he leads them to the place where God is. If we receive the guidance, we can meet God quickly and very comfortably. The wise men too, if they had only kept watching and following the guidance of the star in the sky, could have met Jesus comfortably, without stirring up a commotion in that city and without putting their own lives in danger.

      If they had looked only to the guidance of the star and followed it, there would have been no problem at all. Yet many people ignore the guidance of the star. Such people fall into confusion. They end up falling into the evil religion of the priests and the scribes, into mere religion.

      

      God tells us simply, through the Scriptures, that we need only receive the guidance of the star. Just as we met the Lord by receiving the guidance of the star, so also the life of faith must be lived by throwing away our own thoughts and receiving guidance. And we must believe that guidance. When the star goes on, even if it seems not yet right, we must keep following wherever it goes. We must throw away our own thoughts. If we live without receiving guidance, with our own thoughts and our own plans, we only stir up commotion and our lives come into danger. How did we meet the Lord? Did we not meet Him by receiving guidance?

      If we had wanted to find God and yet had tried to find Him with our own strength and wisdom, we would not have met Him even until now. The wise men too, had they not received the guidance of the star, could have circled this earth dozens of times and gone around every place there is to go, and still they could not have met Jesus. The servants who met the Lord ahead of us tell us this because they have been through much of this hardship themselves. The reason the Bible records this part is to tell us that if we receive the guidance of the star, we can meet the Lord most accurately. The Bible records that if we receive the guidance of the star, we can live the life of faith wholly, live the life that meets Jesus and gives Him glory, and receive His protection.

      

      Herod the king intended to kill the wise men as well. But on that night, after the wise men had met the baby Jesus and worshiped Him, God directed them in a dream, “Do not return to Herod. Go by another way.” For the wise men were men of another country, and if they went back the way they had come, they would have to pass through Jerusalem, and if they went to Jerusalem, Herod the king would kill them. Like this, we must receive the guidance of the star, that is, the guidance of the prophet. How are we to live? The Bible tells us that only by receiving the guidance of the star and the guidance of the words of the servants who have gone before can we live in peace. By our own thoughts, however we try, it does not work. Only when we know God can we live the life of faith.

      • WHAT KIND OF GOD IS OUR GOD?

      God tells us that He saves us out of danger. The Lord appeared to His disciples who were suffering from the storm and the great waves at sea, and He made calm the wind and the waves that tormented them. Like this, the Bible tells us that God appears when we are in danger and protects us. The Bible also tells us that God hates the hypocritical Pharisees.

      The word says that God raises the dead, and that He appears to and meets those who truly need help. In the Bible there are countless words saying that God appears to those who believe in Him purely, protects them, becomes their God, is with them to the end of the world, writes their names in the Book of Life, and keeps them. Only when we know God rightly can we follow after God, and only when we know God can we believe.

      What kind of God is God? He is the God who says He will be with us, the God who sends servants who go before us to guide us, and the God who came as our Savior to wash away and remove our sins. Jesus received baptism from John and was passed the sins of the world; He carried those sins and died on the Cross shedding His blood; and He rose from death, and so He washed away and removed all our sins. This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit. The Bible tells us that when we can do nothing, God bestows His grace upon us.

      God hates hypocrites like the Pharisees and gives His blessing to the poor in spirit. We must know, believe, and follow God as the One who bestows grace on those who throw away their own wisdom and very simply believe and follow Him. We must know God rightly and well.

      

      Look at the wise men from the East. If they had done as they themselves thought, could they have met Jesus? By one’s own thoughts it is hard to meet Him, and one may even die if things go wrong. If the wise men had held their stubbornness to the end and acted by their own thoughts and their own wisdom, they would surely have been killed by Herod the king. Thus the word tells us that the life of faith must not be lived by one’s own thoughts, and that it must be lived knowing God and believing. We must receive guidance. We must also know that God has established leaders. The wise men were not a single man, and they were experts, each in his own field. Why is it, then, that when they received the guidance of the star, they met Jesus and could live again and escape out of danger, but when they went their own stubborn way, they would die?

      Just as we know, believe, and follow God, we must believe that God has also set up His servants. God’s servants know what God delights in and what He hates, where God has prepared the way, and toward what goal He has paved that way. We must receive the guidance of God’s servant step by step.

      • GOD RULES AND GUIDES HIS SERVANTS

      

      Is our life of faith a matter of our own stubbornness and our own wisdom? Or is it a matter of wholly knowing, believing, obeying, and following? God is not visible to our eyes, but we can know the God who is revealed through the four Gospels, and we can know the God revealed through the sixty-six books of the Bible. How do we believe the God who is invisible to the eyes? We look at the word and believe. We believe God as He is revealed in the word. He does not appear in our circumstances—then how do we believe? We look at the heart of the Lord that is revealed through the word, and we believe. God’s people and God’s servants of old also looked at the written word and believed, and waited, and received guidance. We likewise look at the word and believe.

      Looking at what God says in the Scriptures, I come to know God through the word: so God is such a One. And the God known through the word is accurate. Even without meeting people, I tell them that to meet the Lord one must know and believe as it is recorded in this word, and that if one rightly knows and believes the gospel of the water and the Spirit, one receives salvation, but if one knows it wrongly, one fails to receive salvation and suffers all his life. What kind of believing is believing well and what kind of believing is believing wrongly, and what kind of person receives love before God and what kind receives hatred—these too I tell without seeing. It is because I believe this word. And it is accurate. When I meet them, it is more accurate still. It is because I discover and meet in them that God who is revealed in the word. The wise men also had to meet that God who was revealed through the guidance of the star.

      If the wise men had not received the guidance of the star, they would not have met the Lord. They would have passed Bethlehem by; they would not even have gone to look. They might have gone around the great cities like Jerusalem and Samaria, and even crossed the border of the nation of Israel and looked for Jesus in other countries.

      

      But what does God tell us? He tells us that we must receive guidance, that we must throw away our own thoughts. God has spoken to us clearly through this word, and He speaks still. Yet is there still in our hearts our own stubbornness and our own wisdom saying, “If I do this and this, it will work”? We must throw away our own plans. Only then does the Lord guide us. If we have our own plan, the Lord cannot guide us, and even if He guides, we do not receive the guidance. Do you believe God? Then do you believe God’s servants? God guides His servants.

      How can we believe God’s servant? Because we believe God, we believe God’s servant. Because God guides those servants, we can believe those servants. If God’s servants did as they pleased, how could we believe them? God holds even His servant; God rules him, and God guides him. That is why he can be believed.

      • ABANDON YOUR OWN PLANS AND RECEIVE GUIDANCE

      Is there in our hearts a heart that receives guidance? Are there not people who, by their own wisdom, go against the guidance and follow the Lord holding plans of their own? As long as one holds one’s own plan, it is of no use. The wise men tried to follow and meet the Lord with their own wisdom, but they could not meet Him. The Bible tells us that story. It tells us that one wrong step brings death.

      After the wise men and the baby Jesus had been moved to safety, Herod the king killed all the male children in Bethlehem from two years old and under. What does this tell us? This means that Herod, knowing he could not kill the baby Jesus once He grew up, tried to kill the faith outright while it was still young. But God protected the wise men and the baby Jesus and Mary, His mother in the flesh, and Joseph. He had them flee to Egypt and then return again.

      If there is a plan of your own in your heart, throw it away quickly and receive guidance. Only when we receive guidance can we receive protection before God, give Him glory, and be used preciously. If we do not receive guidance, we cannot find our own place and cannot give glory before the Lord.

      

      We must know how useless man’s thoughts are before God. The one who thinks himself great holds his own thoughts to the end, but the one who really believes God knows what a lacking human being he is, and so he denies himself, throws away his own thoughts, and wholly receives the guidance and follows. The one who receives guidance does not mind his circumstances. How many obstacles there must have been for the wise men, watching the star and following it over mountains and across waters! They had to cross rivers, at times cross mountains, and cross the borders of other nations as well. Only faith can follow. The Bible tells us to throw away our own thoughts, and that receiving the guidance of the star is enough. The faith that believes God is not believing only when God appears before our eyes; it is believing all those parts in which God reveals Himself within the Scriptures. That is believing God.

      Without faith we die. Do you believe the leader? Might you be ashamed of the leader? The apostle Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel” (Romans 1:16). The one who is ashamed of the leader is not one who believes God, and he himself dies. With one’s own faith alone one cannot fight. Without the faith that believes the leader, the wolf comes and devours him, and he falls sick.

      If we believe God, we believe the leader; if we cannot believe God, we cannot believe the leader either. Is God all visible to our eyes? How do we believe that God who is not visible at all? We believe God as He appears through the word. Today’s passage tells us that if we go forward by our own thoughts, we fail to meet Jesus Christ and fail to receive salvation.

      

      What do we believe? We discover the God revealed in the Scriptures, and we believe what He delights in and what He hates, with whom He is and whom He saves, by what method He has saved, what is complete salvation and what is not salvation, what He has promised for our future, how He is with us, what blessing He gives, and how He protects us. The faith that believes that the God who worked upon all the people who appear in the Bible works in the same way upon me and upon us all—that faith is the faith that believes God. Without that faith, one is not believing but following circumstances, living a religious life.

      • THE FAITH THAT RECOGNIZES THE LEADER

      Those young in faith do not recognize the leader. But when faith comes of age, they recognize the leader. A chick or a duckling, when it is hatched from the egg and opens its eyes, takes what it sees before it for its mother and follows it. In the old days I once raised chickens and ducks together. A chick hatched out, and just then, in front of it, there was not its mother but the duck that lived together with its mother. So that chick followed the duck through life and death.

      When the duck went along making its sound, the chick would patter along after it making its own sound, and when the duck went into the water, it too would try to go into the water. Some chicks, if a dog is before them when they hatch, follow the dog to the end, not even knowing that a dog is a beast that catches and eats chicks. When the dog runs, they run too; when the dog leaps down from a high place, the chick leaps down too. Whatever it sees when it opens its eyes, it takes for its parent and follows to the end.

      

      If you set a cup before it the moment it opens its eyes, the chick comes following every time you move the cup. If you turn the cup round and round, it follows round and round, making its cry for food as it follows. If a person gives it feed, it keeps following, thinking he will keep giving it feed. A chick thus takes for its parent whatever comes into its eyes when they open; but in faith there are people who fail to recognize the leader even after their eyes have been opened. That the wise men followed the star means they knew the leader to some degree. But it also means they had a very great deal of their own thoughts.

      So, as they went, when Jerusalem appeared, they hardened their thought: “Just as I thought—by my judgment it is fitting for the king to be born in the royal palace of this great city Jerusalem.” For the royal palace was in Jerusalem. How is our faith? Is the faith with which we believe God not too young? What is faith? It is believing God—believing that all that God appeared and did to the fathers of faith of old, He does to me in exactly the same way. The God who spoke and worked to the servants of old speaks and works to me in exactly the same way.

      The life of faith must receive guidance. Salvation also must be received by hearing and believing the gospel of the water and the Spirit under the guidance of God’s servants, and after receiving the remission of sin we must go on receiving guidance. When we have faith, when we know God, we can believe and receive guidance, and we can receive the guidance of the star as well. Without faith we cannot receive even the guidance of the star. Though nothing is visible to our eyes, as we read the Scriptures we come to know God: so this is how God does; such a God He is. We believe that God.

      

      How do we believe that Jesus Christ received baptism from John and was passed all our sins and took them upon Himself, and that He carried those sins and died on the Cross shedding His blood, and rose from death and so saved us? We believe that Jesus Christ as He is revealed through the Scriptures. How do we believe that God is with us and keeps us and works within us, and what God delights in and what He hates? We know and believe the God revealed in the Scriptures, the God revealed through the word. This is faith.

      So we must have faith; yet there are still people who cannot even recognize the leader. Would the leader himself say, “I am your leader”? He does not say so. Precisely because he is the leader, he does not say it. One who is not a real leader would sooner be the one to say that he is the leader. We must know God to be able to believe God.

      We must live the life of faith throwing away our own thoughts and receiving the guidance of God. God tells us that throwing away our own thoughts is right. May we all believe what God has revealed tous, and follow Him on by faith.
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      < Matthew 2:1-18 >

      

      “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’’ Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.’ When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son.’ Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more.’”

      The wise men of the East arrived in Jerusalem and spoke. Arriving in that great city Jerusalem, they asked where He who had been born King of the Jews was, saying that they had seen His star in the East and had come to worship Him.

      Bible scholars sometimes say that these wise men of the East were astrologers. At any rate, when the King of kings was born in a small town called Bethlehem in the nation of Israel, a star led these wise men along.

      

      But these wise men of the East, following the star, came to Jerusalem and asked: “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2). Hearing these words of the wise men, Herod the king and the many leading figures who were in Jerusalem were astonished.

      If the King of the Jews had been born, the kingship of Herod the king would become endangered, and the standing of all the household under Herod the king would also become endangered; so the great city Jerusalem, hearing the story of the wise men of the East, fell into an uproar.

      Greeting the Christmas of Jesus, we look first at this word of Matthew. In this word is recorded the course by which the wise men of the East, receiving the guidance of the star, came to meet the baby Jesus.

      These wise men of the East at first saw the star and, receiving the star’s guidance, crossed mountains and waters and passed through plains, and arrived not at Bethlehem of the nation of Israel but at Jerusalem, the greatest city. Up to that point they had received the guidance of the star.

      After that, they did not look at the star. Having arrived at Jerusalem, they held the conviction within their own thinking that the king would without fail be born in the royal palace of the great city, and they gave up looking at the star. And they asked the king living in Jerusalem whether the King of the Jews had not perhaps been born in that palace.

      Then a commotion broke out in the palace. There may well have been an uproar: “The king of the Jews is King Herod—who else is there? Has King Herod perhaps had a child?” But it was plain that King Herod had not had a child at that time. When Herod the king and his household heard these words, they thought a serious thing had happened.

      

      So Herod the king gathered the chief priests and the scribes and asked them where the Scriptures recorded that the Christ would be born. The Scriptures record that the Messiah, the King of kings, would be born in a small village called Bethlehem of Judea. The chief priests and the scribes of that time answered so.

      Herod the king said to the wise men of the East: “You also go and search for Him once. If you find the King of the Jews, let me know as well. I too intend to go and worship Him.”

      • THE GREAT ERROR BROUGHT ON BY SELF-CONVICTION AND ONE’S OWN WAY

      These wise men held a conviction within their own thinking. We think of these wise men of the East, who went forward, asked, and searched according to their own thoughts. We see how firmly the wise men held the conviction of their own thinking, and how great an error that conviction led them to commit.

      Matthew 2:16 records it like this: “Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.” When the wise men of the East, filled with their own conviction, acted without receiving the guidance of the star, through that wrong error all the young lives from two years old and under in Bethlehem and all its districts died.

      Herod the king heard what the wise men of the East came and said, and told them to search. If they only found Him, he had only to kill the baby Jesus; he intended to kill the baby Jesus. But in the end the wise men of the East did not return to Herod the king, and they alone, receiving the guidance of the star, met the Lord once again.

      

      Then Herod the king, realizing that he had been deceived, commanded that all the children from two years old and under be killed. At that time the sound of wailing rose in that land. The death of the little children and the wailing of their mothers covered that whole land. Whose fault was it? It was the fault of the wise men of the East.

      When leaders forsook the Lord’s guidance and followed their own conviction, as a result many lives were put to death. The wise men of the East did not receive guidance to the end but acted out of their own conviction, and so they caused many young lives to die. Therefore we must receive the Lord’s guidance to the very end.

      • THE GREAT LEADER AND THE SMALL LEADERS

      Our Lord is the One who came as the Servant of God the Father. Our Lord was God in His origin. Yet He who is God abandoned His throne of glory and came to this earth and became a man for us.

      The Lord, who became man and came to this earth to save us, received the guidance of God the Father. And the wise men of the East who received the guidance of the star—the leaders—though they themselves were leaders, still had to receive the guidance of the great Star.

      The Lord, as the Servant of God, is leading all the people. The King of kings is Jesus, and the Chief Shepherd of all mankind is Jesus. Jesus is the God who holds the seven stars and walks among the seven golden lampstands.

      

      If the wise men of the East are the shepherds of this world, that is, its leaders, then the star that guided those wise men was Jesus Himself. Here the wise men of the East were small leaders. We must see how many lives these small leaders caused to die by one mistake. We must consider that all of us must receive guidance from Jesus Christ, the Servant of God.

      We must also consider that it is right for all of us to receive guidance from our Lord, the great Leader, and from the ministers, the servants of God, who are the small leaders.

      • THE WRITTEN WORD IS OUR STAR

      Even while looking to God and following the words of the leaders on this earth, there are times when we glance aside. There are times when we do not receive guidance but fall into the conviction of our own thoughts.

      Conviction of one’s own way is a truly fearful thing. Once a person falls into his own conviction, no one can stop him. We too can be so. There are times when we live fallen into our own convictions. When, living that way, we end up meeting something bad or passing through some danger, if the Lord’s hand is there to turn us back, we must believe the written word again and receive guidance.

      Jesus had already been born in the small town of Bethlehem. Yet these wise men of the East went to the great city and searched. Because of that, a great many people were killed. But the reason they could receive the guidance of the star again was that in Jerusalem there were the chief priests and the scribes who knew the word of God. The chief priests and the scribes of Jerusalem did not believe, but they were thoroughly versed in the word.

      

      The chief priests and the scribes found the word prophesied through the prophet Micah and recorded in the Scriptures, and told it to Herod the king: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel” (Matthew 2:6). When they heard that word, these wise men of the East turned their steps toward Bethlehem of Judea to find the baby Jesus.

      Just then that star appeared again in the sky. “Behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was” (Matthew 2:9). And so the wise men of the East followed the guidance of the star and met the baby Jesus. We all must believe as it is recorded in the word of the Scriptures. And we must receive guidance. There are times when we lose the way of faith.

      At such times we must come back to the written word of the Scriptures and believe and follow it. Only then do we return again to the right way of faith. Through the written word of the Scriptures we can go safely all the way to where the Lord is. These wise men of the East also, when they followed the written word, received the guidance of the star once again. Receiving the guidance of the star, they could go all the way to where the baby was.

      • THE TRUE GIFT TO OFFER THE LORD IS OUR FAITH

      And there they offered their gifts. They offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts. We too are all people going to offer gifts to the Lord. We go to offer, together with prayer, the faith that believes the eternally unchanging truth, as a gift before the Lord.

      What do gold, frankincense, and myrrh speak of here? In the Bible, gold speaks of faith. Frankincense speaks of prayer. And myrrh speaks of what does not change.

      

      We are people going to offer, as gifts to our Lord—who came as the baby Jesus and has now risen again and sits at the right hand of God the Father—the faith that believes in the Lord and prayer, together with the faith that believes the eternally unchanging truth. When we have met the Lord, we must bring and offer Him this treasure of faith, like the gold and frankincense and myrrh. We must offer true faith.

      What is the gift we must truly offer before the Lord in this Christmas season? It is the faith that believes that the Lord is our Savior and that He came to this earth to save us. The Lord, by the most fitting method, received baptism from John and was passed all our sins and took them upon Himself; He carried those sins and died on the Cross shedding His blood; and He rose from death, and so He saved all us sinners. The faith that believes the fact that the Lord who saved us through this gospel of the water and the Spirit is our Savior; the faith that prays to Jesus Christ because the Lord alone is God; and the faith that believes that this salvation the Lord has wrought for us is the truth that never changes for all eternity—this we must offer as our gift before God.

      In our greeting this Christmas there is also the meaning of celebration, but the point is that the wise men of the East brought and offered these three gifts. These were treasures. For us men, the treasure is faith.

      The faith that believes the eternally unchanging truth, the faith that believes that Jesus Christ is our God, the faith that prays to Him and relies on Him and believes the word He has spoken—that faith becomes the most precious gift to God. Rather than offering other things, we must offer faith.

      

      • JESUS CHRIST OUR LEADER GUIDES US WITH THE WRITTEN WORD

      The word goes on to record: “Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way” (Matthew 2:12). We live only as we keep receiving the Lord’s guidance. Otherwise we can meet calamity, so we must receive guidance to the very end. We must believe and pray to the very end. Let us believe and receive guidance until we arrive in the kingdom of heaven where the Lord is—let us keep on receiving guidance until we arrive in the Lord’s kingdom.

      These wise men of the East made a mistake once at the beginning. After that, they met the baby Jesus by following the written word. And they offered as their gift the faith more precious than gold, the faith that never changes for all eternity.

      And it did not end there. Having received God’s direction in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back by the right way, and the baby Jesus and Mary and Joseph and the wise men of the East all escaped being killed.

      If these wise men of the East, after meeting the baby Jesus and offering their gifts, had returned to Herod the king and said, “O king, I have met the baby Jesus. Believing that He is the King of kings and the God who will rule the universe, and believing that He is the King of the nation of Israel, I have offered Him the most precious gift of faith and come back,” Herod the king would have killed the wise men of the East from that very day and hour.

      

      The wise men of the East, who kept receiving guidance even after they had met the baby Jesus, are precisely our own picture. We too must keep receiving guidance after meeting Jesus Christ. When we keep receiving the guidance of the great Star and the small stars, we escape from the fearful schemes and judgment of Satan the Devil.

      We must not act filled with the conviction of our own way. We must be those who believe the written word and receive the guidance of the star, receiving guidance to the very end as we live.

      The author of Matthew recorded this word of Christmas and thereby teaches us that we must receive the Lord’s guidance. We too, like the wise men of the East, at times live our life of faith fallen into the self-conviction that says, “Now that I have been guided this far, I will handle the rest on my own.” That moment is the most dangerous.

      In truth, the time when we do not receive the guidance of the word and the guidance of the star is the time when it is easiest to lose the way. However much a man may be a scholar, however wise and clever and experienced, we all must receive the Lord’s guidance.

      Anyone—the wise men of the East and the people alike—can meet the Lord only by receiving guidance, and we must receive guidance until we arrive in the Lord’s kingdom of heaven. Faith done in one’s own way is dangerous. Even for God’s servants, conviction of one’s own way is exceedingly dangerous.

      Peter lived holding conviction in himself: “Though all forsake the Lord, I will follow Him even to death.” Yet when that very Peter fell into that situation, he collapsed three times without fail.

      

      Greeting this Christmas, we must look into what the will of God is and engrave it on our hearts. And from now on as well, we must keep believing the written word, receiving guidance and praying, and live the life of faith until we arrive in that kingdom. Today’s word of Scripture is speaking to us of these things.

      Our Leader is Jesus Christ. Our Leader guides us with the written word of God. That is accurate guidance. God does not guide by appearing in dreams and directing each single person one by one. God speaks to us through the many events that have gone before.

      The God who has worked within the history of the whole world and all mankind has recorded it, and with that written word He guides God’s servants and God’s people. Our Shepherd is Jesus. Our star is this written word. We all must believe the written word and follow after it. Then there is no stumbling.

      • THE LORD OF THE SECOND COMING, WHO WILL COME AGAIN TO TAKE US

      This present world is a world of darkness. It is exceedingly dark. In the days of Herod the king the baby Jesus was born. When the Devil was trying to claim mastery over this world, our Lord came and saved you and me, who were held captive in the dark under the power of darkness. And now it is the very end of the last days. Though it is not visible to the eyes, something is gloomy, and because the time is nearly full, it is fearful. All people are afraid.

      All the people of the whole world are afraid. We feel it spiritually. We feel spiritually that this age has nearly reached the time when the evil one comes and rules and does harm. Even those of the world who are called seers are saying that the forces of darkness have come down into this world.

      

      Satan the Devil of darkness knows that not much of his time remains, and the age has now drawn near in which those who hold power in the air come down to this earth and torment and kill the people who are on this earth. Satan the Devil, knowing that the time for him to enter hell is nearly full, can do nothing about it and so does his tormenting. He kills countless people in his final desperate struggle. Such a time is this very age. People do not believe these words, but whether they believe or not makes no difference. If they do not believe, the loss is theirs alone. Before long this earth comes to an end.

      These days we hear the news that the price of grain is rising greatly. Compared with a little while ago, some things have become several times more expensive. That is one sign of what is to come. Now people think it is only that good grain fetches a high price, but when food runs out, all food becomes precious. Such a time is coming before long. You and I are living in such an age now.

      When Christmas comes, people look at the Christmas decorations trimmed with twinkling lights and bright, colorful ornaments. What man has made—not the things of nature—looks beautiful and brilliant. But apart from what man has made, when we see the darkness that has covered this world, it is so gloomy. At such a time the baby Jesus came. Some 1,900 years ago from now, in the days of Herod the king, the baby Jesus came. When this world is gloomy and Satan the Devil makes his final desperate struggle, our Lord comes.

      As the Lord of the First Coming came in the days of Herod the king, so when the end of the world arrives, the Lord of the Second Coming comes again to this earth to take us. The Lord at His first coming came to save sinners: He received baptism from John and was passed all our sins, and He died on the Cross shedding His blood and rose again, and so He saved us. The Lord at His second coming comes to call the righteous.

      

      Hebrews chapter 9 speaks of it: “So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation” (Hebrews 9:28). The Lord at His first coming was offered once to bear the sins of many. And our Lord who comes the second time appears a second time, apart from sin, to those who eagerly wait for Him, to deliver us who have received the remission of sin, in every part of body and soul, from the power of darkness and from destruction. Our Lord is coming again.

      This present time, when the age grows a little darker and disasters are breaking out, is in truth a fearful time. In the days of Herod the king, if the people did not listen, Herod killed the people of the nation of Israel at will. In fact, since the nation of Israel was a dependency of Rome, the Roman emperor had set Herod up as king of the nation of Israel. So the king of the nation of Israel seemed to be Herod, but in truth the Roman emperor was the king. The king was not there in order to save the people of the nation of Israel; the king had been set up in order to oppress the people and seize and kill them.

      When this world grows dark and gloomy and war breaks out, before long they will make people receive a mark. People now do not believe, so no one ever tells this, but this present age is the time when this must be told. Before long they will say that a mark like a barcode is to be stamped on the forehead or on the right hand.

      The public offices will give notice like this: “Everyone, please come out and receive the new mark, the mark of becoming a citizen of the whole world. If you receive this mark, everything becomes easier. You need not carry an identification card, and there is no fear of losing it. Your identity is guaranteed until you die. Please, everyone, come out.” The time when such announcements are broadcast is not far off. When such a time comes, know that our Lord is drawing near. Endure just a little.

      

      At that time an official will come and press you as to why you have not received the mark. Then say that you have not yet managed to change over because you do not yet understand, or say that you have an upset stomach—somehow, with whatever excuse, put it off. When that time comes, I may not even be here.

      I am among the first main figures to be taken away. Seeing the books I have brought out, they will think, “This man is no man of his own country at all,” and take me away first. When such things come upon you, endure in whatever way you can.

      Run away, or go down and live in the sewers as in the films that picture the time of the tribulation—in any case, it is enough to endure. Those who do not die but endure until the Lord comes meet the Lord alive. But there are also those who do not, and so from among the righteous as well come a great number of martyrs. This cannot be denied.

      Some people nowadays who go by the name of evangelicals say that those who are born again all go up before the tribulation, so there is nothing to worry about. And with such words they gather offerings from people. But when that day comes around, the word recorded in the Scriptures, the guidance of the star, is not so. In Revelation it is recorded that in the tribulation, when they make people receive the mark, all except those whose names are written in the Book of Life received the mark. If that is so, the born-again righteous are still there until that time.

      Our Lord is coming. He is coming before very long. Believe this that I am telling you. Our Lord is the One who guides us, and He is our Shepherd. The Lord has spoken it as His promise, that He will be with us always, even to the end of the world. We must receive the guidance of this star. Then, even when such days come around, there is no cause for worry.

      

      When such a day surely comes around, the Lord will give us the word within us. He surely gives the strength to overcome. Do not worry. The point is that we must receive guidance. Do not live inside your own conviction.

      In this age we must receive guidance especially. In thisage especially we must livepraying. We must live according to the word, believing in God and praying, receiving the help of the Lord.
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          SERMON 5


          
            BELIEVE THE WORD WITH YOUR CONSCIENCE AND RECEIVE SALVATION

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 2:3-6 >

      “When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.”’”

      In Matthew chapter 2 appear two truly strange groups of people. The wise men who came from the East traveled a long road to find the One born King of the Jews. On the other hand, the chief priests and the scribes of Jerusalem knew exactly where the Christ would be born. When Herod asked, they answered without the least hesitation that it was Bethlehem of Judea. They knew the letters of the Scriptures and they knew the prophecy of the prophet. Yet Matthew chapter 2 does not record that they went to the baby Jesus and worshiped Him.

      

      Knowing the Bible as knowledge and believing that word with the heart are different things. A person can know the birthplace of the Christ, know the name of Jesus, know the baptism He received from John and the Cross and the resurrection, and still fail to believe how his own sins were actually removed. That one has long heard talk about the gospel is not itself salvation. Neither the career of long church attendance nor the holding of some office can make the conscience clean from sin. One must realize and believe the word of God as the word spoken to oneself.

      • THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORD MUST LEAD TO FAITH

      Herod gathered all the chief priests and the scribes and asked where the Christ was to be born. The Scripture records their answer: “They said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel’” (Matthew 2:5–6). Their answer was accurate. It was not wrong biblical knowledge. The problem lies in the fact that that accurate knowledge did not lead them to the baby Jesus to worship Him.

      Biblical knowledge is necessary. No one can believe a word he does not know. But knowledge must without fail lead on to faith. Even if a doctor tells a patient the name of his disease exactly, if the patient does not accept that fact and refuses the prescription, he cannot receive treatment. In the same way, even though the Bible exposes man’s sin and testifies to the salvation God has accomplished, if a man does not receive that word into his own conscience, that knowledge remains only in his head.

      

      The chief priests and the scribes could teach others the place where the Christ would be born. Today also there can be people who tell others to believe in Jesus, explain the doctrines about salvation, and memorize many Bible verses. But the most important thing is to believe how that word has been fulfilled for me. I must know clearly what my sins are, how Jesus Christ took those sins away, and how He ended the judgment of those sins. One must not stop at saying the right answer of the word with the mouth; that right answer must become the life of one’s soul.

      Realization is not a mystical experience of finding out some new secret outside the Scriptures. It is the written word shining upon the reality of one’s own heart, and one’s coming to know that the salvation God accomplished is precisely for oneself. To say, “All men are sinners,” is not difficult. But to admit before that word, “From my heart also every kind of sin pours out, so I am the very sinner who must be judged and go to hell,” is an entirely different matter. Saying, “Jesus has removed the sins of the world,” is also different from believing, “Jesus was passed even all the sins of my whole life once and for all through the baptism He received from John, and has removed them forever.”

      The one who holds the word only as knowledge easily judges others with that word. But the one who has received the word with his conscience judges himself first. And he does not put forward his own righteousness but seeks the salvation God has bestowed. As the chief priests and the scribes pointed accurately to the birthplace of the Christ, one may be able to explain the way; but if one does not actually go that way, one cannot worship the baby Jesus. The word of salvation is not knowledge for winning arguments but the word of God given so that sinners may receive life.

      • WE MUST FIRST REALIZE THE FUNDAMENTAL SINFULNESS OF OUR OWN HEARTS

      

      For a man to know that he needs the Savior, he must first know what kind of being he himself is. Many people think of sin only as a few bad deeds. If they have committed no great crime and have lived comparatively better than others, they consider themselves all right. But Jesus said that the root of sin lies in a deeper place than man’s deeds.

      The Scripture says, “And He said, ‘What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man’” (Mark 7:20–23). Sin is not something that happened to rub off on us from outside. Because within man’s heart there are evil thoughts and covetousness and pride and deceit, when the opportunity comes they come out in words and in deeds. Not only the sins that show up large in action are sin; the evil that keeps springing up in the heart is also sin before God.

      David also confessed, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). As descendants of Adam, we were born with the nature of sin from the time of our birth. So without being taught, we exalt ourselves, hide our own faults, hate others, and covet. Some carry it largely into action and some suppress it because of appearance and circumstance, but the root of the heart is not different.

      

      We must admit this fact with our conscience. To the one who compares his own deeds with the deeds of others and calls himself righteous, Jesus Christ cannot become the urgently needed Savior. But when we examine our hearts before the word, we come to know that doing a few good deeds cannot remove the sin of the heart. Since the wages of sin is death, the one who has sin cannot escape the judgment of God. This realization is not meant to drive a man into despair; it is meant to lead him to Jesus Christ, the true Savior.

      • JESUS CHRIST CAME TO SAVE SINNERS

      The baby born in Bethlehem is not merely an excellent teacher or a great religious figure. He is the true God, Jesus Christ, who put on the body of a man and came to this earth to save sinners. If man could have removed the root of sin by his own strength, the Son of God would not have needed to come as a man. If we could have been saved by keeping the Law and piling up good deeds, Jesus would have had no reason to be born in lowly Bethlehem and go the way of the Cross.

      God had already made plain the purpose of Jesus’ birth in Matthew chapter 1. As the word says, “She will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), the name Jesus carries the meaning of the One who will save His people from their sins. The center of Christmas, therefore, does not lie in people’s spending a merry season. It lies in the fact that the holy God put on the body of a man and came to seek us, who would perish because of sin.

      Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born without sin. He put on flesh like ours, but He was not a sinner who had inherited sin from Adam. Only the sinless Jesus Christ became the unblemished sacrificial offering upon whom the sins of all mankind were passed. He did not come to declare with words only that our sins are gone. He came to be passed our sins onto His own body by the righteous method God had appointed, and actually to pay the price of those sins.

      

      The sacrifice of atonement in the Old Testament showed beforehand how sins pass over to the sacrificial offering. On the Day of Atonement the high priest laid both his hands on the head of the live goat and passed all the sins of the people onto it. The Scripture records, “Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness” (Leviticus 16:21–22). Because the sins were put on the head of the goat, that goat carried the iniquities of the people away.

      This sacrifice was the shadow of the salvation Jesus Christ would accomplish. Sin does not disappear because a man insists that he has none; it had to pass over to the unblemished sacrificial offering by the method God appointed. If in the Old Testament the laying on of hands was the method of passing sins, in the New Testament Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and was thereby passed the sins of all mankind onto His own body as the Lamb of God, and He carried those sins and was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose from death, and so He completed the salvation. Therefore, if we leave out the baptism Jesus received from John, we cannot see where the promise of the Old Testament was actually fulfilled in the New Testament.

      • THE CONSCIENCE IS MADE CLEAN BY THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      

      When Jesus turned thirty, He went to the Jordan River. John the Baptist, representing all mankind, gave baptism to Jesus, and Jesus, having been passed all sins through that baptism, carried those sins and was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose from death, and so He completed the salvation. When He set out to do this, John at first tried to prevent Him. The Scripture records, “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15). The “thus” that Jesus spoke points to the method of fulfilling the righteousness of God by permitting that work to John. The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist is the starting point of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, by which He was passed the sins of every person in the world onto His own body, carried those sins and was judged for them on the Cross in our place, shed His blood and died, and rose from death and completed the salvation.

      The Scripture records the testimony of John the Baptist: “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29). The reason Jesus could carry the sin of the world is that on the day before, He had been passed those sins through the baptism He received from John, and He carried those sins and was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose from death, and so He completed the salvation. In “the sin of the world” are contained not only the sins of the people of old. Every sin I commit in heart and in deed from birth until death, the sins I commit now, and even the sins I will commit—all the sins of all mankind are included. Jesus was passed all those sins onto His own body once and for all.

      

      Jesus carried those sins and went to the Cross. The death of the Cross does not end as an event in which one sinless man suffered unjustly. It is the actual judgment of the sin of the world that Jesus had been passed through the baptism He received from John; Jesus received in our place the punishment we had to receive, shed His blood and actually died, and rose from death three days after He died. Thus Jesus was passed all sins through the baptism He received from John, carried those sins and was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose from death, and so He fulfilled all the righteousness of God and completed our salvation. This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      Peter confesses, “There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). The water here does not speak only of washing away the dirt of the flesh. That Jesus was passed our sins through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and carried those sins and was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose from death—this is the very sign of salvation. When we rightly know and believe the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the conscience that was pressed down by sin becomes a good conscience and goes boldly toward God.

      A good conscience is not a conscience that claims to be good in itself. It is the conscience that honestly admits its own sins and yet believes that all those sins were passed on to Jesus and that the judgment of those sins was ended on the Cross. To insist before God, “I have not sinned,” is not a good conscience. The conscience that believes according to the facts—“I was a sinner, but Jesus Christ has taken all my sins away through the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has even received all the judgment”—that conscience is the good conscience.

      

      • “THERE IS NO LONGER AN OFFERING FOR SIN”

      Some people believe the words that Jesus carried the sins of the world, and yet do not know when and by what method their own sins were passed on to Jesus. Then, every time sin rises up in their conscience, they fall into condemnation again. For even while they look to the Cross, the question remains whether their sins really passed over to Jesus. If one vaguely believes only in the blood of the Cross, leaving out the passing of sins, one cannot fully explain for what sins Jesus was judged.

      The baptism Jesus received from John gives a clear answer to this question. Because all the sins of the world were passed on to Jesus at that time, Jesus carried those sins and was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and by rising from death He overcame sin and death. Salvation is not an event that happens newly each time we believe. It is the righteous work of God that Jesus Christ already accomplished perfectly about two thousand years ago. Faith is not a power that newly creates that completed fact; it is receiving as it is what God has done.

      The Scripture says, “Where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin” (Hebrews 10:18). Since Jesus was passed all sins once and for all and paid the price of those sins in full, there remains no other sacrifice for removing sin. It is not that we supplement the salvation of Jesus by offering many prayers of repentance every day. When we realize a wrong, we acknowledge it before God and turn from it, but in doing so we confirm again by faith the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which has already taken even that sin upon Jesus.

      

      The fact that all sins are gone is not a word telling us to regard sin lightly. Rather, it makes us see at the Cross how fearful the wages of our sin are. The one who believes that Jesus shed His blood and died because of his own sins cannot boast of sin. At the same time, because he believes that all those sins have already been judged, he does not run away from God pressed down by condemnation. The one who has received the remission of sin follows the word with thanksgiving, turns from his wrongs, and passes this salvation on to other souls as well.

      • BELIEVE WITH THE HEART AND CONFESS WITH THE MOUTH

      The chief priests and the scribes said accurately with their mouths where the Christ would be born. But the confession that reaches salvation is different from words that repeat knowledge. The Scripture says, “With the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10). First one must believe with the heart, and then confess with the mouth the fact one believes. To recite with the mouth what one does not believe in the heart is not a confession of faith.

      We must believe clearly with the heart. I was a descendant of Adam, born in sin, one who could only sin all his life. But Jesus Christ put on the body of a man and came to save me. Jesus was passed even all my sins onto His own body through the baptism He received from John the Baptist. The Lord carried those sins and was judged in my place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose from death and completed my salvation. Therefore in my heart, which believes this gospel, there remains no sin to be judged before God.

      

      This confession is not the slogan of some denomination. It is the fact of salvation that God has recorded in the Scriptures. The one with much knowledge must believe this word, and the one who has learned little must believe the same word. Pastors receive salvation through this gospel, and lay believers receive salvation through this gospel. It is not that each person receives the remission of sin by a different method; we receive by faith the same salvation that Jesus Christ accomplished once.

      Do not remain in the place of those who knew the word and yet did not believe. Do not try to cover your conscience with your own thoughts and your religious career. Acknowledge your sins before God, and receive into your heart the fact that Jesus Christ has already removed all those sins through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Then the conscience that hid sin turns toward God, and the heart pressed down by condemnation gains the assurance of the remission of sin. Do not stop at being one who knows the right answer of the word; become one who believes that word as his own salvation and receives everlasting life.

      If you still think that sin remains in your conscience, do not examine your feelings first, but look again into the word of salvation. God is not One who moves sins away and puts them back according to our moods. What Jesus Christ has accomplished is complete and does not change.When the conscience gives the same answer as that word, a person comes before God without hindrance and lives in thanksgiving and faith.
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          SERMON 6


          
            THE KINGS OF THE WORLD DIE, BUT JESUS CHRIST IS THE ETERNAL KING

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 2:19-23 >

      “Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.’ Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene.’”

      Herod lorded it as king over Judea with the power of Rome behind him. He tried to kill the baby Jesus in order to keep his own throne. Seen with man’s eyes, Herod was a strong king who could move soldiers with one command, and the baby Jesus looked like a frail being who had to be protected in His parents’ arms. But the conclusion of Matthew chapter 2 is clear: those who sought the baby’s life died, and Jesus lived and returned to the land of Israel.

      

      Worldly power can make people afraid for a while. But no king can overcome death, nor can he annul the word of God. After Herod died, his son Archelaus became ruler, but that kingship was not eternal either. The dynasties of men pass from one generation to the next and in the end disappear. But Jesus Christ is not One who received the title of king from men and became king for a time. He is God in His origin, the true King who saves His people from their sins and reigns forever.

      • GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION DOES NOT STOP

      Matthew records, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead” (Matthew 2:20). In this short word the limit of worldly power is plainly revealed. Herod thought that if he killed the baby, his own throne would be safe. But he could not kill Jesus, and instead he himself died first. However great a power a man holds, he cannot become the master of life.

      Evil power acts as if it would last forever. It thinks that if it takes the lives of others and suppresses the truth, its own place will be preserved. But God is higher than the thrones men set up. While Herod was alive, God protected the baby Jesus, and after Herod died, He told Joseph to return. God’s plan of salvation was not interrupted because of Herod’s rage.

      This is a great comfort to those who believe. It is not that we may despise the powers of the world or live defying order. Only, we must not fear man’s power more greatly than God. However strong worldly power looks, it cannot claim life and death forever. God’s promise is more certain than man’s threats, and the work of salvation God does is accomplished through any hindrance.

      

      Nor did every danger disappear at once because Herod had died. Because his son Archelaus had become the ruler of Judea, Joseph was afraid to go there again. God knew even that circumstance and had him go to the region of Galilee. God’s protection does not appear only in the form of all the world’s threats vanishing at one stroke. Even with danger remaining, He opens the way for the word to be fulfilled, and He leads on so that the history of salvation is not interrupted.

      Therefore, the passing of one evil king does not make the world itself the kingdom of God. Though the dynasties of the world change, the power of man’s sin and death remains as it is. What we need is not a somewhat better king of the world but the King who will save us forever from sin and death. Recording the death of Herod and then the return of the living Jesus, Matthew proclaims that our true hope is in Jesus Christ.

      • THE KINGDOM OF JESUS CHRIST IS ETERNAL

      Before Jesus came to this earth through the body of Mary, the angel proclaimed His kingship. As the word “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32–33) says, the kingdom of Jesus Christ, unlike the dynasties of men, is everlasting. The kingdom of Herod ended, but the kingdom of Jesus Christ is without end.

      

      Jesus Christ is not the King of the Jews only. He is the God who made heaven and earth and the Savior of all mankind. He is not One who becomes King only when men acknowledge Him, nor One who loses His kingship when men reject Him. Even though Herod did not acknowledge the kingship of Jesus, Jesus was King. Even though people today do not believe in Jesus, the fact that He is the Creator and the Judge and the Savior does not change.

      But the kingdom of Jesus is not established in the same way as the kingdoms of the world. The Scripture records, “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here’” (John 18:36). The Lord’s kingship does not come from military force or violence or the agitation of men. It is the heavenly kingship that rules with truth and righteousness and life.

      The kings of the world demand that their people guard their places. At times they try to preserve their power even by sacrificing the lives of their people. But Jesus Christ is not One who became King by taking the lives of His people. He, the eternal King from the beginning, lowered His own glory and came among us to bring to life His people who lay under sin and death. So in His kingdom there is the righteousness of salvation that can never be seen in the kings of the world.

      • THE ETERNAL KING CAME TO THE LOWEST PLACE

      Joseph took the baby and His mother and returned to the land of Israel, but hearing that Archelaus had become the ruler of Judea, he went to the region of Galilee. And he lived in a town called Nazareth. Jesus did not grow up in a royal palace. Nor did He prepare for power amid the splendid welcome of men. He lived the ordinary life of a man in a nameless town and waited for the time of salvation.

      

      The fact that Jesus lived in a low place does not mean that He had no power. He is God in His origin, but He humbled Himself to save us. The Scripture says, “Who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:6–8).

      Herod killed other lives so as not to lose his high throne. Jesus came from the highest throne of God, put on the form of a bondservant, and gave His own life. This is the fundamental difference between the kings of the world and Jesus Christ. Worldly power rises by trampling on others, but Jesus, to deliver sinners and lift them up, gave Himself as the sacrificial offering who took the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John. The low life He lived in Nazareth was the way of salvation that would lead all the way to the Cross.

      We must not judge a king by splendid outward appearance alone. That Jesus was born in little Bethlehem and lived in Nazareth does not make His kingship small. The work of God is not decided by human scale and fame. In Him who came to the low place were everlasting life and all the righteousness of God.

      • THE TRUE KING GAVE HIS OWN BODY TO SAVE HIS PEOPLE

      Jesus said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Jesus, the true King, did not take the lives of His people; He gave His own life as a ransom. The purpose for which He came to this earth was to save His people caught by sin.

      

      Jesus came in a sinless body and turned thirty. Jesus was passed the sins of every person in the world onto His own body with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and He carried those sins and received the sinner’s judgment in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and actually died, and rose from death three days later. Through all this saving work Jesus fulfilled all the righteousness of God and completed our salvation. This is the law of salvation by which the King of kings saves His people.

      The kings of the world first demand loyalty from their people, but Jesus Christ first saved sinners who had no merit at all. Before we did anything for the Lord, the Lord first was passed our sins onto His own body and received the judgment in our place. It is not because we piled up good deeds and gained the qualification that we became the King’s people. It is because we believed the gospel of the water and the Spirit that the Lord accomplished, and received the remission of all sins.

      The Scripture says, “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13–14). Salvation is not something a sinner achieved by finding his own way into a better kingdom. It is the event in which God delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. The way to enter that kingdom is only the faith that believes in the remission of sin that Jesus Christ has accomplished.

      • MAN HATES TO GIVE UP THE THRONE OF HIS OWN HEART

      

      The reason Herod feared Jesus was that he thought his own throne would be taken away. In Herod’s heart the nature of a sinner, unwilling to give up the throne of his own life, is laid bare. Man wants to receive help from Jesus, yet hates for Jesus to become the King of his life. He wants salvation and blessing, yet will not lay down his own thoughts and his own purposes. Even while calling the name of Jesus, he actually tries to use the Lord as a tool for accomplishing his own will.

      This disposition remains in our flesh even after we have received the remission of sin. Receiving salvation does not mean that the thoughts of the flesh and one’s own stubbornness vanish in a moment. At times we put our own profit before the will of God, hold our own judgment to be more right than the word, and try to guard our own honor rather than the work the Lord has entrusted. Therefore the saved person must know that within himself also there is the thought of the flesh that resists Jesus’ being King.

      But the act of denying one’s own thoughts and submitting to the King’s word is not the condition of the remission of sin. We are not saved because we obey well; we are saved by grace through believing the gospel of the water and the Spirit. The life that follows the Lord’s word after being saved is not a price paid to obtain salvation, but the fruit of faith borne by one who has already been saved and become the King’s people. If we reverse this order, we come to rely on our own works; and if we throw obedience away as unnecessary, we come to treat the King’s grace lightly.

      

      To serve Jesus as King is not merely to call Him “Lord” with the lips. It is to acknowledge that the word is right when my thoughts differ from the word. It is to put the gospel’s profit first when my profit and the gospel’s profit collide. It is, when my fault is pointed out, not to grow angry to guard my own place, but to examine myself before the word. Since the Lord has saved me through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the purpose of my life also must now be joined to the King’s will.

      Submitting to the King’s word does not mean that a man’s thinking and personhood are erased. The Lord is not a tyrant who manipulates His people by fear. He makes plain by the word what is right, and He awakens the heart of the believer by the Holy Spirit so that he follows with joy. So true obedience is not an act done grudgingly to escape the punishment before one’s eyes; it comes from believing the love of the King who saved me first.

      The thought of the flesh tells us to choose the way that is comfortable and profitable right now, but the King’s word makes us see the profit of the soul and of the gospel. Whenever these two collide, the believer does not become one who must be saved all over again; because he is already one of the King’s people, he denies his own thought and takes the side of the word. As these small obediences pile up, one’s own kingdom is brought low and the will of Jesus Christ is revealed in one’s life.

      • THE LIFE OF FAITH IS NOT BUILDING ONE’S OWN KINGDOM

      The kingdom of Jesus Christ is ruled by the word of truth. Man’s feelings or dreams or self-conviction cannot become the King’s command. The word recorded in the Scriptures judges our thoughts and sets the way straight. Through the word the Lord teaches us what is good and what is evil, what is the profit of the gospel and what is the desire of the flesh.

      

      The one who has received the remission of sin is still lacking and can still make mistakes. But he is no longer a sinner belonging to the power of darkness. He is a righteous person who has received the remission of all sins by believing the gospel of the water and the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and a child of God. Because of this new standing, he does not flee from the King pressed down by condemnation, but comes back to the word when he has gone wrong. Because he believes the King’s love, he accepts correction, and he lives learning the things that please the King.

      The Lord’s rule is not a rule that oppresses us and makes us unhappy. It is the rule that delivers us from our foolish desires and evil ways and leads us to life. If a man tries to live by his own strength alone, he becomes a slave of his own desires and finally goes the way of death. But when we believe in Jesus Christ as King and follow His word, order comes into the heart, and it becomes clear what we are to live for.

      The life of faith, therefore, is not the work of building one’s own kingdom. Nor is it the work of exalting one’s own name by using the church and the gospel. It is the life of preaching this gospel of the water and the Spirit to the souls the King has saved, and of serving in unity the work the King has entrusted. The one who takes it as his own joy that the Lord’s work goes well and the gospel is preached—he is the one who serves the King.

      • ONLY THE RISEN JESUS CHRIST IS OUR ETERNAL KING

      Herod died. Archelaus, who succeeded him, is also gone. But Jesus Christ carried the sins of the world with the baptism He received from John, actually died on the Cross, and rose from death. The Scripture says, “For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living” (Romans 14:9). The risen Jesus is not One remembered as a great figure of the past but the Lord who lives even now.

      

      Matthew records, “Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth’” (Matthew 28:18). The authority of Herod was confined to one age of Judea, but the authority of Jesus Christ reaches heaven and earth. The kings of the world cannot prevent even their own death, but Jesus overcame death, and He gives everlasting life to those who believe in the saving work Jesus accomplished.

      Therefore we must not fear perishing powers more greatly than God. Nor must we go against the word of Jesus in order to hold on to the small throne of our own hearts. Jesus Christ came to the low place to save us from sin. Through the baptism Jesus received from John, our sins were passed on to Him; the Lord carried those sins of the world and received the judgment of sin in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose again from death. He who completed this gospel of the water and the Spirit is our eternal King.

      The one who believes in this King of kings, Jesus Christ, receives the King’s salvation with thanksgiving and lives under the King’s word. Though the circumstances of the world are shaken, the King’s kingdom is not shaken; though the flesh is weak, the salvation the King has completed does not change. Those who tried to keep their places by their desires have died, but Jesus Christ lives forever. We all must receive Him into our hearts as Savior and God and King, and live delighting in His will.

      The labor of the one who believes in and serves Jesus Christ, the King of heaven, does not vanish together with the dynasties of the world. Preaching the gospel the Lord has entrusted and serving souls are works that belong to His kingdom. We must not let our hearts be taken captive by powers that appear for a moment, but believe in Jesus Christ, who lives to the end and keeps His people, and live for the righteous work of His kingdom.
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      < Matthew 3:1-17 >

      

      “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’’ Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      • 1) SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE CONTENT

      

      Matthew chapter 3, following chapters 1 and 2, which recorded the birth and childhood of Jesus, is a chapter that records how John the Baptist appeared before the public ministry of Jesus began and prepared the way of the Lord, and how Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist. John the Baptist cried out in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2). As “The voice of one crying in the wilderness” that Isaiah had prophesied, he turned the hearts of the people back to God and prepared them to receive the Christ who was soon to appear. The people of Jerusalem, all Judea, and the region around the Jordan came out to him, confessed their sins, and were baptized in the Jordan River. But to the Pharisees and Sadducees, who relied on their bloodline and religious standing, John the Baptist sternly warned that they must bear fruits worthy of repentance. Distinguishing the water baptism that he administered from the ministry of the Christ who was to come, he testified that Christ is the Savior and the Judge who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire and separate the wheat from the chaff. Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John the Baptist. John the Baptist tried to prevent this, but Jesus said, “Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). When Jesus was baptized and came up from the water, the heavens were opened and the Spirit descended like a dove, and from heaven was heard the voice of God: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). In Matthew chapter 3, John the Baptist prepared the way of repentance, Jesus fulfilled all righteousness with His baptism, and He began His public ministry amid the testimony of the Father and the Holy Spirit.

      1. John the Baptist, who proclaimed repentance and the kingdom of heaven in the wilderness (verses 1–2)

      John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea and preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” The repentance he cried out does not stop at merely regretting one’s wrongdoings or correcting a few habits of life. It is a call to turn from the way of living that had left God to follow one’s own thoughts and one’s own righteousness, and to return to God.

      That the kingdom of heaven was at hand means that the time had come for the Christ whom God had promised to appear soon. The cry of John the Baptist was a proclamation to prepare the heart before the imminent salvation and reign of God. It was a word telling people not to take sin lightly or settle into religious formality, but to look back at what kind of person they were before God.

      

      The ministry of John the Baptist was not a work of gathering people to himself. He pointed to the Christ who was soon to come and turned the hearts of the people back to the Lord. All his ministry had its purpose in preparing the way for Jesus Christ to appear.

      2. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, who prepared the way of the Lord (verses 3–4)

      Matthew makes it clear that John the Baptist was the one prophesied through the prophet Isaiah. As “The voice of one crying in the wilderness,” he received the mission of preparing the way of the Lord and making His paths straight. The appearance of John the Baptist was not an accidental event, but a work that God had planned and prophesied long before.

      John the Baptist was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. John the Baptist, like Elijah of the Old Testament, lived as a prophet who did not rely on the splendor of the world or on religious power, but cried out only the word of God in the wilderness.

      He exposed the pride and the unbelief in the hearts of the people and prepared them to be able to receive the Christ. To make the way of the Lord smooth does not mean to pave an actual road; it means to turn people’s hearts so that they abandon sin and their own righteousness and accept the Savior whom God has sent.

      3. The people who confessed their sins and were baptized in the Jordan River (verses 5–6)

      From Jerusalem, all Judea, and the region around the Jordan, many people came out to John the Baptist. They confessed their sins and were baptized in the Jordan River. The people who heard the proclamation of John the Baptist acknowledged that they were sinners before God instead of claiming to be without sin.

      

      The water baptism that John the Baptist administered to the people was a baptism of repentance. It was a sign that they acknowledged that they had lived in sin away from God, and that they would turn from that wrong way and wait for the Christ who was soon to come. This baptism itself did not completely remove all their sins; it played the role of preparation that led them to the Savior who was soon to appear.

      To confess one’s sins does not stop at merely speaking of a few wrong deeds. It is to acknowledge that before God, no one can be saved by his own righteousness and works. John the Baptist prepared people to look to Christ with this heart.

      4. Demanding the fruit of repentance from the Pharisees and Sadducees (verses 7–10)

      Seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, John the Baptist strongly rebuked them, calling them “Brood of vipers.” The Pharisees were people who prided themselves on thoroughly keeping the Law and the religious regulations, and the Sadducees were people who held religious and political power centered on the Temple.

      But before God, religious standing or outwardly displayed godliness does not guarantee salvation. John the Baptist said that if they were to escape the wrath of God, they must bear fruits worthy of repentance. It was not enough to say with the lips alone that they repented, or to receive baptism as one more religious ceremony. They had to abandon the pride of considering themselves righteous and actually return to God.

      They boasted of their bloodline, that they were descendants of Abraham. But John the Baptist said that God is able to make children of Abraham even out of stones. The fact of being a descendant of Abraham in the flesh does not automatically make one God’s people. What God looks for is not pride in one’s bloodline, but a heart that believes and follows the word of God.

      

      The word “Even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees” (Matthew 3:10) is a stern warning that the judgment of God has drawn near. Just as every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire, the person who is godly only in appearance and does not actually return to God cannot escape the judgment.

      5. Testifying of the Christ mightier than himself (verses 11–12)

      John the Baptist clearly distinguished between himself and the Christ who would come after him. He confessed that he baptized people with water to lead them to repentance, but that the One coming after him was mightier than he, and that he was not worthy even to carry His sandals.

      John the Baptist was a prophet whom many people followed, but he did not put himself forward as the savior. Knowing that his ministry and his authority were limited, he directed people’s eyes to Jesus Christ. A true servant of God does not bind people to himself, but makes them look to Christ.

      Christ is introduced as the One who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. In the parable of the wheat and the chaff that follows, salvation and judgment appear as different outcomes. The person who believes in Christ and accepts the salvation of God enters God’s barn like wheat, but the person who does not repent to the end and rejects Christ receives the judgment of unquenchable fire like chaff.

      Jesus is the One who saves people, and at the same time the One who will judge all people righteously in the end. Therefore, the proclamation of John the Baptist is not a mere declaration of comfort or blessing, but a solemn word that makes everyone examine his own faith and life before Christ.

      

      6. Jesus, who came to John the Baptist to be baptized (verses 13–15)

      Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John the Baptist. John the Baptist said to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” and tried to prevent this. He knew that Jesus was greater than himself.

      Jesus was not One who needed the baptism of repentance because He had sin. He is the sinless Son of God. Even so, He came to John the Baptist in order to fulfill the will of salvation that God had ordained.

      Jesus said, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” The “all righteousness” that Jesus spoke of refers to the right and perfect will that God ordained in order to save sinners. John the Baptist obeyed the word of Jesus and baptized Him.

      Jesus obeyed God’s plan of salvation completely. Jesus did not receive baptism for His own sake; He came to John the Baptist in order to fulfill the ministry of saving sinners. And beginning with this, He walked the path of the public ministry that God had entrusted to Him.

      7. The heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit and the voice of God appeared (verses 16–17)

      When Jesus was baptized and came up from the water, the heavens were opened. The Spirit of God descended like a dove and alighted upon Jesus, and from heaven was heard the voice, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

      In this scene, God the Father, God the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit appear together. The Son came up from the water, the Holy Spirit descended like a dove, and the Father spoke from heaven. Jesus is not merely a prophet or a religious leader, but the beloved Son whom God has sent.

      

      God declared Jesus to be “My beloved Son” and acknowledged Him as the One “in whom I am well pleased.” From heaven, God Himself testified that the baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist and the saving work He would carry out from then on were righteous works according to the will of God.

      This event publicly revealed the identity and the mission of Jesus and announced the beginning of His public ministry. Jesus would now walk the path to save mankind, proclaiming the kingdom of God, healing the sick, and at last carrying the sin of the world with the baptism He received from John, fulfilling the mission entrusted to Him through the death of the Cross and the resurrection.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 3

      First, John the Baptist appeared according to the prophecy of the Old Testament, proclaimed repentance, and prepared the way for the coming of Christ.

      Second, True repentance is not mere regret or a religious ceremony; it is acknowledging one’s sin, abandoning self-righteousness, and turning to God..

      Third, the bloodline of Abraham and religious standing and works do not guarantee salvation, and God demands fruits worthy of repentance.

      Fourth, the baptism that John the Baptist administered was a baptism of preparation that led people to repent and guided them to Christ, and John the Baptist himself clearly distinguished himself from the Christ who would come after him.

      Fifth, Jesus Christ is the One who saves people, and at the same time the righteous Judge who separates the wheat from the chaff.

      

      Sixth, the sinless Jesus obeyed God’s plan of salvation and was baptized by John the Baptist, and through this He began the ministry of fulfilling all righteousness.

      Seventh, the event in which the Holy Spirit descended and the voice of God was heard when Jesus came up from the water testifies that Jesus is God’s beloved Son and the promised Christ.

      Eighth, Matthew chapter 3 teaches that people must repent and respond in faith before the coming of Christ, and must accept that Jesus is the Savior whom God has sent.

      To sum it up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 3 is the chapter in which John the Baptist proclaimed repentance and prepared the way of the Lord, and when Jesus began the ministry of fulfilling all righteousness by receiving baptism from John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit and the voice of God testified that He is the beloved Son of God and the promised Christ.

      • 2) MATTHEW CHAPTER 3 SEEN FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      In Matthew chapter 3, God first sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord in order to save sinners, and Jesus took upon Himself all the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John. Verses 1–12 record the ministry of John the Baptist, who turned people back to God and prepared them to receive the Christ, and verses 13–17 record the event in which Jesus fulfilled all the righteousness of God through the baptism He received from John the Baptist.

      

      The water baptism that John the Baptist administered to the people was a baptism of repentance that led them to confess their sins and turn back to God. But the baptism he administered to Jesus was not a baptism to lead the sinless Jesus to repentance; it was the baptism that passed all the sins of the world on to Jesus through John the Baptist, the representative of mankind. Carrying the sins He had taken upon Himself in this way, Jesus was crucified, shed His blood and died, and by rising again in three days He saved us from sin and death.

      Therefore, Matthew chapter 3 does not separate the baptism and the Cross from each other. The water of the Jordan River shows that sins were passed on to Jesus, the blood of the Cross shows that the judgment of those sins was carried out, and the Holy Spirit testifies that this salvation was completed according to the righteous will of God. The person who believes this testimony of the water, the blood, and the Spirit in his heart receives the remission of all sins, receives the Holy Spirit, and becomes a child of God.

      1. God, who sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of Christ (verses 1–4)

      “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight”’” (Matthew 3:1–3).

      John the Baptist was not a religious leader who appeared by chance. He was the man whom God sent to prepare the way for the coming of Christ, as “The voice of one crying in the wilderness” promised in the Old Testament. Jesus also spoke of John the Baptist as “Elijah who is to come.”

      

      The repentance that John the Baptist cried out is not merely correcting a few wrong behaviors or resolving to live a good life. It means to turn from the way of relying on one’s own thoughts, one’s own righteousness, and religious works, and to believe in the way of salvation that God has ordained. True repentance is to acknowledge that one is a sinner who can only perish before God, and to turn one’s heart to Jesus Christ, who was soon to appear.

      That the kingdom of heaven was at hand means that the time had come for Jesus Christ to begin the ministry of bearing the sins of mankind and saving them. The way was soon to be opened for sinners to receive the remission of sins and enter the kingdom of God. John the Baptist did not bind people’s hearts to himself, but led them to Jesus Christ.

      He was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. John the Baptist was a prophet who did not pursue the splendor of the world or religious power, but lived only according to the word and the mission that God had entrusted to him.

      2. The baptism of repentance of John the Baptist, which led people to confess their sins (verses 5–6)

      “Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins” (Matthew 3:5–6).

      The people who heard the cry of John the Baptist came out to the Jordan River, confessed their sins, and received the water baptism. This baptism was not a baptism that completely removed their sins; it was a sign of repentance, acknowledging that they were sinners and would return to God.

      

      Leading people to confess their sins was an important mission entrusted to John the Baptist. As long as a person considers himself a righteous being and relies on his own works, he does not need the Savior whom God has sent. But when he realizes that he is a being who cannot keep the Law perfectly and cannot escape the judgment of sin, he comes to seek not his own merit, but the salvation that God bestows.

      In this way, John the Baptist made the people realize their sins and wait for Jesus Christ. His baptism of repentance was a ministry that prepared the way for Jesus to take upon Himself all the sins of mankind with the baptism He would receive from John.

      3. John the Baptist, who rebuked bloodline and religious righteousness (verses 7–10)

      “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones” (Matthew 3:7–9).

      The Pharisees and the Sadducees relied on their bloodline, their religious standing, and their works. They thought that because they were descendants of Abraham and people who kept the Law well, they could escape the judgment of God. But John the Baptist rebuked them, saying, “Brood of vipers!”

      However long a person has lived a life of faith, however many good deeds he has done, and whatever religious standing he has obtained, he cannot wash away the sins of his heart with them. Neither repeating prayers of repentance nor striving to keep the Law can remove all the sins one commits throughout one’s whole life. The person who has not solved his sins before God is under judgment, regardless of bloodline or office.

      

      The fruit worthy of repentance is to abandon the thought of becoming righteous by one’s own works and to believe in the righteousness that God has established. To believe the gospel that although he is a sinner, Jesus Christ, whom God sent, has borne all his sins and saved him—this is the beginning of the faith that turns back to God.

      “And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matthew 3:10).

      The word that the ax is laid to the root of the trees means that the judgment of God is imminent. God looks not at a person’s outward appearance, but at whether there is sin in his heart and whether he believes in the righteousness that God has accomplished. The person who holds on to his own righteousness to the end and rejects the salvation that God has established cannot escape the judgment.

      4. The role of John the Baptist and the role of Jesus Christ (verses 11–12)

      “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire’” (Matthew 3:11–12).

      John the Baptist clearly distinguished his own ministry from the ministry of Jesus. He administered the water baptism of repentance to people, leading them to acknowledge their sins, and turned them to the Christ who was soon to come. But the One who actually bears the sins of mankind and saves them from sin is Jesus Christ.

      

      John the Baptist confessed that he was not worthy even to carry the sandals of Jesus. He did not exalt his own authority, but testified that Jesus is the Savior and the Judge whom God has sent. John the Baptist carried out the mission of baptizing Jesus as the representative of mankind and passing all the sins of the world on to Him.

      “The Holy Spirit and fire” does not mean that the same result is given to everyone. The Holy Spirit comes upon the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of sins, but the judgment of fire comes upon the person who rejects this gospel and in whom sin remains as it is. In the parable of the wheat and the chaff, two outcomes appear: salvation and the judgment of fire.

      The wheat refers to the person who believes in the salvation that Jesus Christ has accomplished and has received the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit. The chaff refers to the person who has a religious appearance outwardly, but holds on to his own righteousness and does not believe the gospel, so that sin remains in his heart. Jesus is not only the Savior, but also the Judge who will separate the wheat from the chaff on the last day.

      John the Baptist, raised up as the representative of mankind

      John the Baptist was born of the priest Zacharias and of Elizabeth, a descendant of Aaron. God sent him ahead of Jesus, and had him turn the hearts of the people back to God and prepare the way of Christ.

      Jesus spoke of John the Baptist as follows.

      “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matthew 11:11).

      

      That John the Baptist was called the greatest among those born of women is not simply because he was excellent in character. As the last prophet of the Old Testament, he was entrusted with the mission of baptizing Jesus on behalf of mankind and passing the sins of all people on to Jesus, the Lamb of God.

      In the Old Testament era, the high priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering on behalf of the people of Israel. In the New Testament, John the Baptist baptized Jesus as the representative of mankind. Therefore, the baptism that Jesus received from John the Baptist is the event that fulfilled the passing on of sins to which the laying on of hands of the Old Testament pointed.

      5. The laying on of hands of the Old Testament and the passing on of sins carried out in the Jordan River (verses 13–15)

      In the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, when a sinner laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering, his sins were passed on to the offering.

      “Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him” (Leviticus 1:4).

      On the Day of Atonement, Aaron the high priest passed the sins of the whole people of Israel on to the live goat.

      “Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness” (Leviticus 16:21–22).

      

      The laying on of hands was the method God ordained for passing sins on to the sacrificial offering. When sins were passed on to the sacrificial offering, that offering had to shed its blood and die in the sinner’s place. Because the wages of sin is death, the sacrificial offering that had received the sins passed on to it was judged in the sinner’s place.

      The sacrificial offerings of the Old Testament were types of Jesus Christ who was to come. Jesus came to this earth as the sinless Lamb of God, and He met John the Baptist at the Jordan River in order to bear the sins of mankind all at once.

      “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’” (Matthew 3:13–14).

      John the Baptist saw the sinless Son of God coming to him and tried to prevent Him. But the baptism Jesus received from John was not a baptism of repentance received because Jesus had sin. It was the baptism for passing all the sins of mankind on to Jesus and fulfilling God’s righteous plan of salvation.

      6. The baptism that fulfilled all righteousness (verse 15)

      “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15).

      Jesus said that the reason He had to be baptized by John the Baptist was “to fulfill all righteousness.” Here, all righteousness means the most right and perfect work by which God saves sinners from sin.

      

      The righteousness of God is not overlooking sin without any price. It is settling the price of sin justly, by passing sins on to a sinless sacrificial offering and having that offering judged in the sinner’s place. Through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus took upon His own body all the sins committed by mankind, from Adam to the last person.

      Included here are all the sins that a person commits with his heart, thoughts, and deeds from the time he is born until he dies. Not only the sins committed in the past, but also the sins to be committed in the present and in the future are included, and the sins committed knowingly and the sins committed unknowingly are also included. Jesus did not bear only a part of the sins; He bore all the sins of the world at once.

      Therefore, the “all righteousness” that Jesus spoke of is not a lacking or conditional salvation. It means the perfect salvation of God, which makes sinners righteous by bearing all the sins of mankind and receiving even the judgment of those sins completely.

      The Lamb of God who carried the sin of the world and went to the Cross

      On the next day, John the Baptist saw Jesus and testified of Him.

      “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).

      Jesus could carry “the sin of the world” because He had already borne all those sins with the baptism He received from John. Jesus did not die on the Cross without having taken the sins upon Himself. He received the sin of the world passed on to Him at the Jordan River, and went to the Cross as the Lamb of God carrying those sins.

      

      The blood of the Cross was not the means by which sins were passed on to Jesus; it was the result of His receiving the punishment of the sins He had already borne. Because He had taken the sins of mankind upon Himself through the baptism of the Jordan River, He shed His blood on the Cross and paid the wages of sin.

      On the Cross, Jesus spoke as follows.

      “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit” (John 19:30).

      The word “It is finished!” means that He had completely accomplished the judgment of the sins of mankind and the work of salvation. Jesus carried the sin of the world that had been passed on to Him through the baptism He received from John, died on the Cross, was buried, and came back to life in three days. The resurrection shows that He overcame the power of sin and death, and that He became the true Savior who gives everlasting life to those who believe in Him.

      The one gospel testified by the water, the blood, and the Spirit

      “This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one –ASV” (1 John 5:6–8).

      The water refers to Jesus’ bearing the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and the blood refers to His being judged on the Cross carrying those sins. The Holy Spirit testifies that all this is the true salvation that God has accomplished.

      

      The water and the blood cannot be separated from each other. Without the baptism, it cannot be explained what sins Jesus carried and was judged for on the Cross, and without the blood of the Cross, it cannot be explained how the punishment of the sins He had borne was paid. To this is joined the work of the Holy Spirit, who testifies of the risen Christ, and together they become one complete gospel.

      To believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit is not merely to acknowledge the existence of Jesus or the historical fact that He died on the Cross. It is to believe in one’s heart the fact that Jesus bore all of my sins with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment of those sins on the Cross in my place, and rose again from death and became my eternal Savior.

      7. The meaning of the heavens opening and the Holy Spirit descending (verses 16–17)

      “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3:16–17).

      When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove. God the Father testified that Jesus is His beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased. The Father and the Holy Spirit thus testified in person that what took place at the Jordan River was a righteous work of salvation fitting to the will of God.

      God the Father spoke, God the Son Jesus bore the sins of mankind, and the Holy Spirit testified that this saving work is the truth. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit worked together for the salvation of sinners.

      

      The person who believes in the fact that Jesus bore all sins with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and in the blood of the Cross and the resurrection, receives the remission of all the sins of his heart. Upon the heart of the person who has received the remission of sins, the Holy Spirit comes, and He leads that person as a child of God. The Holy Spirit is not One who comes upon a heart where sin remains just because a person wants it; He comes upon the person who has been washed of his sins by believing in the gospel that God has completed.

      The standard of faith that separates the wheat from the chaff

      In Matthew chapter 3, the standard that separates the wheat from the chaff is not a person’s outward appearance or the length of his religious life. It is whether he has received the remission of sins by believing in his heart the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ has completed.

      If a person believes that his sins still remain in his heart and tries to wash those sins away with daily prayers of repentance, he does not believe in the perfect salvation by which Jesus bore all sins at once and received their judgment. Prayers of repentance and good deeds are necessary for a saved person to realize his wrongdoings, return to God, and live uprightly, but they can never become the means of redemption that washes away sin.

      The power to wash away sin lies not in a person’s prayers or works, but in the baptism Jesus received from John, in the blood of the Cross, and in the resurrection. Salvation is not a work that a person completes little by little; it is the work that Jesus Christ has already accomplished perfectly. A sinner receives the remission of sins by believing that completed gospel in his heart just as the word says.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 3

      

      First, God first sent John the Baptist to proclaim repentance to the people and prepare the way of Christ.

      Second, the water baptism that John the Baptist administered to the people was a baptism of repentance that led them to confess their sins and turn back to God, and it was not itself a baptism that completely removed the sins of mankind.

      Third, neither bloodline, religious standing, good works, nor repeated prayers of repentance can wash away the sins of the heart. True repentance is to abandon one’s own righteousness and believe in the righteousness of salvation that God has ordained.

      Fourth, John the Baptist was raised up as the representative of mankind and baptized Jesus, the Lamb of God, and at that time all the sins of mankind were passed on to Jesus.

      Fifth, the baptism that Jesus received from John the Baptist was not a baptism of repentance received because He had sin, but the baptism by which He bore all the sins of mankind to fulfill all the righteousness of God.

      Sixth, with the baptism He received from John at the Jordan River, Jesus carried the sin of the world, was crucified, shed His blood and died, receiving all the judgment of sin, and He rose again in three days and became our eternal Savior.

      Seventh, the water, the blood, and the Spirit are not gospels separated from one another. The water testifies to the passing on of sins, the blood to the judgment of sin, and the Holy Spirit that this salvation is the truth of God.

      Eighth, the Holy Spirit comes upon the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of all sins, but the judgment of fire awaits the person who rejects this gospel and in whose heart sin remains.

      

      Ninth, the standard that separates the wheat from the chaff is not human religious zeal, but whether one has received the remission of sins by believing in one’s heart the perfect salvation that Jesus Christ has accomplished.

      To sum it up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 3 proclaims that John the Baptist, as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus and passed all the sins of the world on to Him, that Jesus completed the gospel of the water and the Spirit by carrying those sins and being judged on the Cross and rising again, and that the person who believes in this gospel receives the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit and becomes God’s wheat, but the person who does not believe receives the judgment of fire.
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          BIBLICAL EXPOSITION 2


          
            JESUS FULFILLED ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH THE BAPTISM HE RECEIVED FROM JOHN

          

        

      

    

    
      • INTRODUCTION

      Matthew chapter 3 begins with the cry of John the Baptist, who prepared the way of Jesus Christ. He proclaimed in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” His mission was to make people realize their sins and turn from their own righteousness and wrong faith, preparing the way of their hearts to receive Jesus Christ, who was soon to come.

      Many people came out to John, confessed their sins, and were baptized with water. But John demanded fruits worthy of repentance from the Pharisees and the Sadducees, who relied on the bloodline of being descendants of Abraham and on their religious works. Bloodline and denomination, office and career of faith cannot be the ground of salvation. True repentance goes as far as acknowledging one’s sin and inability and believing in the Savior whom God has sent and in the righteousness He would fulfill.

      

      John the Baptist made it clear that he was not the Christ, but a servant preparing His way. He testified that he baptized with water for repentance, but that Jesus, who was coming after him, is the One who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. As the parable of the wheat and the chaff that follows says, the Holy Spirit comes upon the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of sins, but the judgment of fire comes upon the person who rejects the gospel and in whom sin remains.

      The center of this chapter is the event in which Jesus fulfilled all the righteousness of God with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. When John the Baptist, whom God raised up as the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus, the sins of all the people of the world were passed on to the sinless Lamb of God. This is the event of salvation in which Jesus received all the sins of sinners passed on to Him.

      Jesus carried the sins He had borne through the baptism received from John, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again in three days. That the Holy Spirit descended and the voice of God the Father was heard when Jesus came up from the water reveals the salvation that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit accomplish together. Matthew chapter 3 makes clear the roles of John the Baptist and of Jesus, and testifies that the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the only and perfect truth that saves sinners from all sins.

      • JOHN THE BAPTIST EXPOSED THE SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE FALSE FAITH OF SINNERS, AND PREPARED THE WAY OF THE LORD SO THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST, WHO CAME AS THE SAVIOR AND THE JUDGE

      

      “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’’ Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:1–12).

      John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea before the public ministry of Jesus Christ began, and preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” The repentance he cried out does not stop at regretting for a while what one has done wrong or shedding emotional tears. It was the proclamation to turn from the way of following idols, one’s own thoughts, and one’s own righteousness after leaving God, and to return to God.

      

      “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” means that the time had come for the Savior whom God had promised to appear soon. Since Jesus Christ, the King of the kingdom of heaven, had come near, the people had to abandon sin and false faith and prepare to receive Him. The ministry of John the Baptist did not lie in gathering people to himself, but in turning their hearts to the Christ who was coming after him.

      Matthew introduces John the Baptist as “The voice of one crying in the wilderness” prophesied by Isaiah. He received the mission of preparing the way of the Lord and making His paths straight. This does not mean actually paving a road; it means exposing the pride, the unbelief, and the self-righteousness that have settled in people’s hearts, and preparing them to be able to accept the Savior whom God has sent.

      A heart that does not acknowledge sin is like a high mountain, and a heart that relies on its own works is like a crooked road. A heart that boasts of religious standing and bloodline also blocks the way to Christ. By pointing out sin sternly, John the Baptist lowered these obstacles and made people realize that all are the same sinners before God.

      John the Baptist was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. John the Baptist lived as a prophet who cried out the word of God without depending on the splendor of the world or on religious power. He did not pick only soft words to win people’s favor, and he delivered the word he had received from God without adding to it or taking away from it.

      The people of Jerusalem, all Judea, and the region around the Jordan came out to John the Baptist, confessed their sins, and were baptized in the Jordan River. What they received was the water baptism that expressed repentance. As one washes the body with water, they expressed their intent to turn from the way of sin they had walked until then, and it was the baptism that prepared their hearts to receive the Christ who was soon to come.

      

      But the baptism of repentance that John the Baptist administered to the people did not itself completely remove the sins of their whole lifetime. The ceremony of confessing sins and going into the water and coming out does not by itself make all the sins of the heart disappear. This baptism played the role of leading people to acknowledge that they were sinners before God, and to come to Jesus Christ, who would actually bear their sins and save them.

      When many of the Pharisees and Sadducees came to where he was baptizing, John the Baptist rebuked them, calling them “Brood of vipers.” The Pharisees were zealous in keeping the Law and the religious regulations, and the Sadducees held religious and social power centered on the Temple. But outward godliness and standing could not remove the sins of their hearts.

      They could take part in the religious ceremony of baptism in order to escape the wrath to come, but they did not truly turn from their own righteousness and wrong faith. When John the Baptist said, “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,” he meant that they should not merely say with their lips that they had done wrong, but should actually turn away from the way of sin. They had to abandon the life of serving God and also serving idols together, and return to the way of salvation that God had ordained.

      The fruit worthy of repentance must not be interpreted as human merit or good deeds for obtaining salvation. No one can wash away his sins or become a righteous person by piling up good deeds. True repentance begins with acknowledging that one cannot solve one’s sins with one’s own efforts and righteousness, and believing in the Savior whom God has sent. The person who has this faith does not take sin lightly in his life either, but bears the fruit of turning from the wrong way.

      

      John the Baptist said to them, “Do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’” The fact of being a descendant of Abraham in the flesh does not automatically guarantee salvation. The fact that one was born into a family of faith or has attended church for a long time, or that one holds an office or has much religious knowledge, cannot be the ground of the remission of sins either.

      The word that God is able to make children of Abraham even out of stones is a stern warning not to boast of fleshly bloodline. The true children of Abraham are not those who boast only of their bloodline, but those who believe the word and the promise that God has spoken. The standard of salvation lies not in conditions that come from man, but in the faith that believes in the righteousness God has accomplished.

      The word “Even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees” shows that the judgment of God has come near. God does not look only at the leaves that show outwardly or at religious appearance; He looks at what fruit of faith a person is actually bearing. The person who holds on to self-righteousness and false faith to the end and rejects the Christ whom God has sent cannot escape the judgment.

      John the Baptist clearly distinguished between himself and the Christ who would come after him. He confessed that he baptized people with water to lead them to repentance, but that the One coming after him was mightier than he, and that he was not worthy even to carry His sandals. Many people came out to him, but John the Baptist did not exalt himself as a savior; he testified of Jesus Christ.

      

      The water baptism of John the Baptist was a ministry of preparation that awakened sinners and led them to Christ. The One who actually bears all the sins of mankind, receives the judgment of those sins, and completes salvation is Jesus Christ. John the Baptist not only pointed out the sins of the people; soon afterward, by baptizing Jesus, he carried out an important mission in God’s plan of salvation.

      With the baptism He received from John, Jesus took the sins of all the people of the world upon His own body. Just as sins were passed on by laying hands on the head of the sacrificial offering in the Old Testament era, the sins of mankind were passed on to Jesus through John, the representative of mankind whom God had raised up. This work differs in purpose and in effect from the baptism of repentance that John the Baptist administered to the people.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had borne through the baptism received from John the Baptist, was crucified, and shed His blood and died. The death of the Cross was not a separate event that took place without sins having been passed on to Jesus; it was God’s righteous judgment on all the sins He had taken upon Himself. Jesus was buried and rose again in three days, and He overcame sin and death and became our perfect Savior.

      The word of John the Baptist that Christ would baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire” does not mean that the Holy Spirit and fire come upon everyone alike as a blessing. The parable of the wheat and the chaff that follows points to two different outcomes. The Holy Spirit comes upon the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of sins, but the judgment of fire comes upon the person who rejects the salvation of Christ and in whom sin remains.

      

      The person who believes in his heart in the baptism Jesus received from John, in the blood of the Cross, and in the resurrection receives the remission of all sins, not by his own works but by the salvation that Jesus Christ has completed. God gives the Holy Spirit as a gift to the person who has received the remission of sins and leads him as a child of God. The Holy Spirit is not One who is received by producing emotional excitement or mysterious experiences; He comes upon the heart that has been washed of sin by believing the completed gospel.

      On the other hand, if a person does not believe that all his sins were passed on to Jesus through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, that He bore the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and that He rose again, then sin remains in his heart however long he has lived a religious life. Repeated prayers of repentance, good deeds, and service can never become the means of redemption that washes away sin. Salvation is not a work that a person completes little by little by his own efforts; it is the grace of God, received by believing what Jesus Christ has already accomplished.

      Jesus is the One who holds the winnowing fan in His hand and thoroughly cleans out His threshing floor. He is the merciful Savior who saves sinners, and at the same time the Judge who will judge all people righteously on the last day. The wheat is the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit, and the chaff refers to the person who has a religious appearance outwardly, but holds on to his own righteousness and rejects the salvation of Christ.

      

      This word must not be used to rashly condemn other people as chaff. One must first examine whether he himself is relying on bloodline, office, and works, and whether he believes in his heart the salvation that Jesus Christ has accomplished. Nor should the faith of having received the remission of sins be made an excuse that one may commit sin freely. The person who has received the Holy Spirit does not excuse his sins, but acknowledges his wrongdoings and bears the fruit of a life that turns back to God according to the word.

      Matthew 3:1–12 is the word in which John the Baptist led people to confess their sins and rebuked false faith and self-righteousness, preparing the way for Jesus Christ to come. What saves a person is not bloodline, religious works, or the water baptism of repentance itself, but the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which Jesus Christ completed by bearing all the sins of mankind and through the Cross and the resurrection. The person who believes this gospel receives the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit and becomes God’s wheat, but the judgment of fire awaits the person who holds on to his own righteousness and rejects the gospel.

      • JESUS TOOK UPON HIMSELF ALL THE SINS OF MANKIND WITH THE BAPTISM HE RECEIVED FROM JOHN AND FULFILLED ALL THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, AND THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT TESTIFIED THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, WHO CAME TO SAVE SINNERS

      “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3:13–17).

      

      While John the Baptist was administering the baptism of repentance to the people at the Jordan River, Jesus came to him from Galilee. Jesus did not happen to pass by that place and receive baptism by chance. He came to the Jordan River Himself in order to fulfill God’s will to save sinners. Salvation is not a work that began because man first demanded it; it is a work that God planned, loving sinners first.

      Jesus had no sin, and so He was not One who needed to confess sins and turn back. Therefore, the baptism He received from John the Baptist must not be interpreted with the same meaning as the baptism of repentance that the people received. The people received the baptism of repentance acknowledging their own sins, but Jesus came to the Jordan River in order to take the sins of sinners upon His own body and save them.

      John tried to prevent Jesus, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” He knew that he himself was a sinner and that Jesus was greater than he. Earlier, too, he had confessed that he was not worthy even to carry the sandals of the One coming after him. So when the sinless Jesus sought to receive baptism from him, a sinner, John could not easily accept it.

      That John baptized Jesus does not mean that John became a person higher than Jesus. The act of administering baptism did not come from John’s personal authority; it was the mission that God had entrusted to him. God sent John the Baptist ahead of Jesus to prepare the way of the Lord, and entrusted him with the role of passing sins on to Jesus on behalf of mankind.

      

      Jesus said to John, “Permit it to be so now.” This means that the time had come to carry out the plan of salvation that God had ordained, and that therefore John was to baptize Him. In John’s own thinking, it was right for him to be baptized by Jesus, but within God’s plan of salvation, John had to baptize Jesus. John laid down his own judgment and obeyed the word of the Lord.

      Jesus said, “Thus it is fitting for us.” Here appear the different roles entrusted to Jesus and to John the Baptist. John, as the representative of mankind, took charge of passing on the sins, and Jesus, as the unblemished sacrificial offering, received and bore all those sins. It does not mean that the two became equal saviors; it means that in the process of Jesus’ accomplishing salvation, John carried out the mission he had received from God.

      The baptism received from John the Baptist is connected with the principle by which a sinner passed his sins on by laying his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering in the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament. In the Old Testament, before the sinless animal died in the sinner’s place, it first received the sins passed on to it through the laying on of hands. After the sins were passed on to the sacrificial offering, that offering shed its blood and died, bearing the wages of sin in the sinner’s place. Without the laying on of hands, shedding the blood of the offering alone did not complete the order of atonement that God had ordained.

      In the same way, Jesus came as the unblemished sacrificial offering of the New Testament, the Lamb of God. He had no sin, but through the baptism He received from John, He took upon His own body all the sins committed by the whole of mankind, from Adam to the last person of this world. The evil thoughts, words, and deeds that come out of a person’s heart, the sins committed knowingly and the sins committed unknowingly, and the sins of the past, the present, and the future are all included here.

      

      The “all righteousness” that Jesus spoke of does not refer to human righteousness achieved by piling up many good deeds. It means the righteousness of God, by which Jesus bore all the sins of mankind, who could not but be judged because of sin, and paid the price of those sins in their place, saving sinners perfectly. God did not conveniently overlook sin; He fulfilled love and justice together by passing sins on to Jesus and judging them in Him.

      As the word “It is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” says, this method, by which Jesus took upon Himself the sins of mankind with His baptism, is the way of salvation fitting to the will of God. It is not God’s method to remove sins through man’s asceticism or good deeds, repeated prayers of repentance, or religious zeal. The way of salvation that God has established is not that the sinner pays for his own sins himself, but that the Son of God bears the sins and receives even the judgment of those sins in his place.

      After bearing the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus carried those sins and went to the Cross. The blood of the Cross is not separated from the event in which sins were passed on to Jesus. Because the wages of sin is death, Jesus was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, and died because of the sin of the world He had taken upon Himself, and so He received all the punishment of those sins in our place.

      The death of Jesus was the event in which God’s judgment on sinners was executed on Him. Jesus did not die for His own sin; He died because He had taken the sins of mankind upon Himself. Therefore, the Cross is not so much the place where sins were passed on to Jesus as the place where He paid with His blood and death the price of the sins He had already borne through the baptism.

      

      In the scene where Jesus went into the water and came up out of it, receiving baptism from John, the gospel of the Cross and the resurrection that He would accomplish is compressed. His going down into the water shows that Jesus, who had received the sins of mankind passed on to Him through the baptism, would receive the judgment of death, and His coming up out of the water shows that He would overcome death and rise again. Jesus actually died on the Cross, was buried, and rose again in three days and became the eternal Savior.

      Therefore, in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the water, the blood, and the resurrection cannot be separated from one another. The baptism received from John shows that the sins of mankind were passed on to Jesus, the blood of the Cross shows that the judgment and the punishment of those sins were carried out, and the resurrection shows that the redemption was perfectly fulfilled and that Jesus overcame sin and death. The One who accomplished all these things is Jesus Christ.

      When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were opened and the Spirit of God descended upon Him like a dove. This does not mean that Jesus first became the Son of God at that time, or that He received the Holy Spirit for the first time. Jesus is the Son of God from the beginning, and He came conceived by the Holy Spirit. That the Holy Spirit descended in a visible form was an event that publicly testified that what Jesus had accomplished was the truth according to the will of God.

      The word that the Holy Spirit descended like a dove does not mean that the substance of the Holy Spirit is a dove. The Holy Spirit showed Himself coming down in a form like a dove. God’s work of saving sinners was accomplished not by violence or human power, but by the holy and gentle work of the Holy Spirit.

      

      From heaven was heard the voice of God: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father testified in person that Jesus is His beloved Son. Jesus is not one human being who must confess his sins, but the only begotten Son whom the Father sent into the world, the unblemished Savior who can take the place of sinners.

      God called Jesus the One “in whom I am well pleased” because the Son obeyed the Father’s will completely. With the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus willingly took upon Himself all the sins of sinners, and He gave His own body and life as the sacrificial offering. God the Father was pleased with the obedience and the saving work of the Son, who gave Himself to bring sinners to life.

      In this scene, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit appear together. God the Son Jesus bore the sins of mankind in the water, the Holy Spirit came upon Him and testified that this work is the truth of God, and the Father declared with the voice from heaven that Jesus is His beloved Son. The salvation of sinners is not a religious method made by man, but the work of God that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit planned, accomplished, and testified.

      Man cannot add anything to this salvation with his own efforts. For Jesus has already completed salvation with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection. A sinner receives the remission of sins not by putting forward how well he has lived, but by believing in his heart, just as the word says, the fact that Jesus bore all his sins and received their judgment.

      

      To believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit does not mean merely acknowledging the historical existence of Jesus or the Cross alone. It is to believe the fact that Jesus took over all of my sins with the baptism He received from John, shed His blood and died on the Cross because of those sins, and rose again in three days and became the perfect Savior. The person who believes this gospel receives the remission of all the sins of his heart, receives the Holy Spirit as a gift, and becomes a child of God.

      The water baptism that believers receive today does not itself wash away a person’s sins. Water baptism is the sign by which the person who believes in his heart the salvation Jesus has accomplished shows his faith. It is not the act of entering the water or the ceremony of the church that makes salvation; one receives the remission of sins by the faith that believes the gospel Jesus Christ has completed.

      When the person who has received the remission of sins commits a wrong, he must acknowledge that wrong and turn back to God. But it is not that Jesus must bear sins again or hang on the Cross again in order to remove the newly committed sins. Whenever the person who has received the remission of sins realizes his sins, he confirms again the perfect gospel—that Jesus has already borne all sins and received their judgment—and comes to God by faith.

      This faith is not a permission to commit sin freely. The person who believes in the love of Jesus, who gave His body and life for him, does not take sin lightly. Following the leading of the Holy Spirit, he turns from the wrong way, and he lives sharing the love he has received, in order to bring other people to life and serve the gospel.

      Our salvation did not begin because we first took hold of God. Jesus first loved sinners and came to the Jordan River, and He wanted to receive baptism from John and have all sins passed on to His own body. Then He fulfilled salvation to the end with the death of the Cross and the resurrection. Therefore, the assurance of salvation rests not on human emotions and resolutions, which change easily, but on the unchanging work that Jesus has completed.

      

      Matthew 3:13–17 is the word in which the sinless Jesusreceived all the sins of the world passed on to Him through the baptism He received from John, the representative of mankind, and opened the way of salvation by which He would carry those sins, be judged on the Cross, and rise again. The Father and the Holy Spirit testified that this work is the righteous will of God, and that Jesus is His beloved Son and the true Savior. The person who believes this gospel of the water and the Spirit in his heart receives the remission of all sins not by his own works but by the grace of God, and receives the Holy Spirit and becomes a child of God forever.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          

          
            QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON MATTHEW CHAPTER 3

          

        

      

    

    
      • [QUESTION] 1. EXPLAIN THE MAIN CONTENT OF MATTHEW CHAPTER 3, CENTERING ON THE MINISTRIES OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AND OF JESUS.

      Matthew chapter 3, following chapters 1 and 2, which record the childhood of Jesus, is the chapter in which John the Baptist prepared the way of Christ and Jesus began His saving ministry. Verses 1–12 record the proclamation of repentance and the preparatory ministry of John the Baptist, and verses 13–17 center on the event in which Jesus fulfilled all the righteousness of God with the baptism He received from John.

      First, John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea and cried out to the people to repent and return to God. His proclamation that the kingdom of heaven was at hand meant that the time had come for the Christ whom God had promised to appear soon and begin the work of salvation. John the Baptist was not a figure meant to gather people to himself, but a man who turned their hearts to Jesus Christ and prepared the way of the Lord.

      Matthew introduces John the Baptist as the voice of one crying in the wilderness, prophesied by the prophet Isaiah. He was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. John the Baptist, as a prophet like Elijah, was a man who did not rely on the splendor of the world or on religious power, but delivered only the word that God had entrusted to him.

      

      From Jerusalem, all Judea, and the region around the Jordan, many people came out to John the Baptist. They confessed their sins and received the baptism of repentance in the Jordan River. The baptism that John the Baptist administered to the people was a sign that they acknowledged that they were sinners who had left God, and that they would turn from the wrong way and wait for the Christ who was soon to come. But this ceremony itself did not completely remove all the sins of mankind; it was a baptism of preparation that led people to Jesus, the Savior.

      John the Baptist sternly rebuked the Pharisees and the Sadducees who came out to be baptized. They relied on their knowledge of the Law, their religious standing, and the bloodline of Abraham, but in reality they did not turn from their sins and their pride. John the Baptist warned that the fact of being descendants of Abraham in the flesh does not guarantee salvation, and that they must bear fruits worthy of repentance.

      The fruit worthy of repentance does not mean washing away sins with a person’s good deeds. It is turning one’s heart to believe in the Savior whom God has sent, abandoning the thought that one is righteous and the boasting of religion. In the person who truly repents and believes the gospel, the obedience and the change that follow that faith appear. On the other hand, whoever merely puts on a godly appearance outwardly and rejects Christ cannot escape the judgment of God.

      

      John the Baptist clearly distinguished between himself and Jesus, who would come after him. He testified that he baptized people with water to lead them to repentance, but that Jesus, who was coming after him, was mightier than he and would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. Even though many people followed him, he did not exalt himself as the Christ, but confessed that he was a servant not worthy even to carry His sandals.

      The Holy Spirit and fire do not mean one blessing given to everyone alike. As the parable of the wheat and the chaff that follows shows, the Holy Spirit comes upon the person who believes in the salvation Jesus has accomplished and has received the remission of sins, but the judgment of fire comes upon the person who rejects the gospel to the end and in whom sin remains. Jesus is the Savior who saves sinners, and at the same time the just Judge who will separate the wheat from the chaff in the end.

      While the ministry of John the Baptist was going on, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River to receive the baptism John the Baptist administered. John the Baptist knew that the sinless Jesus was seeking to be baptized by him, and he tried to prevent it. For he thought that he himself should rather be baptized by Jesus.

      But Jesus said that it was fitting to fulfill all righteousness in this way, and told him to permit the baptism. Jesus did not receive baptism because He had sin and needed to repent. He came in order to take all the sins of the world upon His own body through John the Baptist, the representative of mankind whom God had raised up.

      

      John the Baptist came from a priestly family, and he took the role of the last prophet, who concluded the prophecy of the Old Testament and revealed Christ to the world. In the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, the sinner laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed his sins on to it, and then that offering shed its blood and died in the sinner’s place. In the same way, the baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was the event in which the sins of mankind were passed on to Jesus, the unblemished sacrificial offering.

      The all righteousness that Jesus spoke of is not a righteousness that man establishes with good deeds and religious efforts. It is the righteousness of God, which saves sinners perfectly by passing the sins of all the people who would be judged because of sin on to Jesus, and having Jesus pay the price of those sins in their place. At this time John the Baptist carried out the role of passing on the sins on behalf of mankind, and Jesus took the role of the sacrificial offering that received and bore all those sins.

      With the baptism He received from John, Jesus bore all the sins that the whole of mankind since Adam commits—the sins of the past, the present, and the future. Afterward, carrying those sins, He was crucified and shed His blood and died, receiving the judgment of sin, and by rising again from death He overcame the power of sin and death and completed salvation. Therefore, the Cross is not the place where sins were first passed on to Jesus, but the place where He paid with His blood and death the punishment of the sins He had already borne.

      When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him like a dove. Then the voice of God the Father was heard from heaven, testifying that Jesus is His beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased. In this scene, God the Son coming up from the water, the Holy Spirit descending like a dove, and God the Father speaking from heaven appear together.

      

      The descent of the Holy Spirit does not mean that Jesus first became the Son of God at that time. Jesus is the Son of God from the beginning, and He came conceived by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father publicly testified that what Jesus had done was a righteous work of salvation according to the will of God, and that He is the true Christ who would save sinners.

      Therefore, Matthew chapter 3 is the chapter in which John the Baptist proclaimed repentance and prepared people’s hearts, and Jesus began the saving ministry of fulfilling the righteousness of God by bearing all the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. The person who believes in this gospel of the water, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection receives the remission of all sins and receives the Holy Spirit and is born again as a child of God, but the judgment of fire awaits the person who holds on to his own righteousness and rejects the salvation of Christ.

      • [QUESTION] 2. WHAT TIME DOES “IN THOSE DAYS” IN MATTHEW 3:1 REFER TO?

      “In those days” in Matthew 3:1 does not mean the time immediately after Jesus settled in Nazareth, which is recorded just before. Matthew omits the roughly thirty years of Jesus’ growth after His infancy, and moves directly to the time when John the Baptist and Jesus were about to begin their public ministries.

      Jesus fled to Egypt to escape the threat of Herod, returned to Israel, and grew up in Nazareth of Galilee. And when He was about thirty years old, He began His saving ministry publicly. John the Baptist, who was born about six months before Jesus, also appeared in the wilderness of Judea around this time and began his ministry.

      

      Therefore, “In those days” refers to the time when John the Baptist, called by God, was proclaiming repentance and the kingdom of heaven in the wilderness, just before Jesus Christ began His public ministry. Rather than a mere marker of dates, it is an expression showing that the time of salvation that God had ordained had come.

      At that time, no prophet of God had appeared in Israel for a long time. That age of silence ended, and John the Baptist, prophesied through Isaiah and Malachi, appeared and prepared the way of Christ. Since Jesus, the King of the kingdom of heaven, would soon appear, the people had to repent and prepare to receive Him.

      So “In those days” in verse 1 is the time when Jesus had grown up in Nazareth and was about thirty years old, and John the Baptist had first appeared in the wilderness of Judea and begun to prepare the way of the Lord. It means the time ordained by God, when the prophecy of the Old Testament would be fulfilled and the public saving ministry of Jesus Christ would begin.

      • [QUESTION] 3. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:1, WHERE WAS THE MAIN PLACE IN WHICH JOHN THE BAPTIST PREACHED THE WORD?

      The main place in which John the Baptist preached the word was the wilderness of Judea. This was a dry and desolate region stretching from the hill country of Judea toward the west side of the Dead Sea.

      John the Baptist preached the word of God not in cities with much coming and going, nor in Jerusalem, the center of religion, but in the wilderness. This fulfilled the prophecy about the voice of one crying in the wilderness, and it was so that the people would realize their sins, repent, and be prepared to receive the Christ who was to come.

      

      • [QUESTION] 4. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:2, WHAT WAS THE CENTRAL CONTENT OF THE WORD JOHN THE BAPTIST PROCLAIMED?

      The central content of the word that John the Baptist proclaimed was “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” Here, repentance does not stop at merely regretting one’s wrongdoings; it means turning from the sin of having left God and from wrong faith, and returning to God.

      That the kingdom of heaven was at hand means that Jesus Christ, the Savior whom God sent, had come, and that the time had arrived for God’s salvation and reign to appear through Him. Therefore, the center of John the Baptist’s cry was to prepare the people to realize that they were sinners, turn their hearts, and receive the coming Jesus Christ by faith.

      • [QUESTION] 5. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:3, WHAT WAS THE MISSION ENTRUSTED TO JOHN THE BAPTIST?

      The mission entrusted to John the Baptist was to turn the hearts of the people back to God before Jesus Christ began His saving ministry, and to prepare the way for the Lord to come. Matthew 3:3 states his mission as follows: “For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’”

      

      First, John the Baptist was “The voice of one crying in the wilderness,” fulfilling the prophecy of the Old Testament. He appeared to the people of Israel, who had not heard the voice of a prophet for a long time, proclaimed the word of God again, and announced that the promised Christ would soon come. He did not seek to display himself or to gather people to himself; he played the role of a witness pointing only to Jesus Christ, who would come after him. He was not the Christ, the Word Himself, but the “voice” that testified of Him.

      Second, he prepared the hearts of the people by proclaiming repentance to them. To ‘prepare the way of the Lord and make His paths straight’ does not mean paving an actual road. It means exposing the sin, the idolatry, the unbelief, the self-righteousness, and the pride that have settled in people’s hearts, and turning them from these things so that they may receive the Savior whom God has sent. To those who relied on their bloodline and religious works, it was the work of rebuking them to abandon such things, and of making them realize that they were sinners who would be judged before God.

      Third, he administered the baptism of repentance to the people. Hearing the cry of John the Baptist, the people confessed their sins and received the water baptism in the Jordan River. This baptism was not a baptism that completely removed all the sins of the world by itself; it was a sign that they acknowledged that they were sinners and would turn back to God and wait for the Christ who was to come. In this way John the Baptist awakened the hearts of sinners to abandon their own righteousness and to feel their need of the Savior.

      Fourth, John the Baptist had to testify to the people who Jesus Christ is. He confessed that the One coming after him was mightier than he, and that he was not worthy even to carry His sandals. He proclaimed that Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ who saves people from sin, and at the same time the Judge who will separate the wheat from the chaff in the end. Therefore, the ministry of John the Baptist was not a ministry of holding people’s eyes on himself, but of directing them to Jesus.

      

      Fifth, the most important mission entrusted to John the Baptist was to baptize Jesus as the representative of mankind. He was born of the priest Zacharias and of Elizabeth, a descendant of Aaron, and he was raised up as the one who would close the prophetic ministry of the Old Testament era and open the age of Christ. Just as the high priest of the Old Testament, representing the people, laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the sins of the people on to it, John the Baptist, representing mankind, baptized the sinless Jesus and carried out the duty of having all the sins of the world pass over to Him.

      With the baptism He received from John, Jesus bore all the sins committed by mankind, from Adam to the last person of this world. This was not a baptism of repentance received because Jesus had sin, but the baptism for saving sinners and fulfilling all the righteousness of God. Through this work, John the Baptist served so that the passing on of sins, to which the system of the laying on of hands of the Old Testament pointed, would be fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had borne through the baptism received from John the Baptist, went to the Cross, shed His blood and died, receiving the judgment of those sins in our place, and rose again from death and became our eternal Savior. Therefore, that John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord does not merely mean that he announced the appearance of Jesus in advance. It means that he proclaimed repentance to the people, testified of Christ, and finally prepared the way for God’s plan of salvation to be carried out, in which the sins of mankind passed over to Jesus.

      

      In the end, John the Baptist carried out the mission of turning sinners from their own righteousness and wrong faith so that they would look to Jesus Christ, and, as the representative of mankind, baptizing Jesus so that the gospel of the water and the Spirit would begin. He did not exalt himself but revealed only Christ, and he was the last prophet and the servant of God who prepared the way of the Lord, connecting the saving work that God ordained between sinners and the Savior.

      • [QUESTION] 6. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:3, HOW IS THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST CONNECTED WITH THE PROPHECY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT?

      The ministry of John the Baptist fulfilled the ministry of ‘the messenger who prepares the way of the Lord,’ prophesied in the Old Testament. To make clear that the appearance of John the Baptist was not an accidental event but a work God had planned long before and promised through the prophets, Matthew recorded in Matthew 3:3, “For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’”

      This word is directly connected with the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God.’” In the days of Isaiah, it carried the meaning of preparing the way for God to set the captive people free and bring them back, but in the New Testament it was fulfilled as John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus Christ, whom God sent, to come and save sinners.

      

      “The voice of one crying” that Isaiah spoke of refers to John the Baptist. He was not the Savior or the master of the word; he was the voice that made known the Christ who was to come. A voice delivers to people the word it must deliver and then fades away, but the Christ to whom that voice pointed remains forever. Therefore, John the Baptist did not gather people to himself, but led them to Jesus Christ, who was coming after him but was mightier than he.

      The place Isaiah prophesied was also fulfilled just as it was spoken. John the Baptist cried out the word not in the Temple of Jerusalem or in a palace, but in the wilderness of Judea. The wilderness was a dry and desolate place, and spiritually it also shows the state of the people of Israel, who had grown barren with sin and unbelief. That John the Baptist appeared to a people who had long not heard the voice of God’s prophet and proclaimed repentance and the kingdom of heaven was the event announcing that the prophecy of the Old Testament was being fulfilled and the age of Christ had begun.

      “Prepare the way of the LORD” means to prepare the hearts of the people so that they can receive the Christ. “Make His paths straight” also does not mean to level actual mountains and valleys and pave roads. It means that the pride and the self-righteousness in a person’s heart must be brought low, that he must turn from sin, idolatry, and unbelief, and that the crooked heart that rebelled against the word of God must be made straight. John the Baptist carried out this work by crying out to the people to confess their sins and repent.

      In particular, Isaiah 40:3 said to prepare “the way of the LORD” and “A highway for our God,” and Matthew applied this prophecy to the coming of Jesus Christ. This reveals that Jesus is not a mere prophet or a human savior, but God who came to this earth in the flesh, the Lord promised in the Old Testament. John the Baptist prepared the way for this very Jesus Christ to appear.

      

      The ministry of John the Baptist is also connected with the prophecy of Malachi. Malachi 3:1 prophesied that God would first send His messenger to prepare the way of the Lord, and Malachi 4:5 prophesied that He would send Elijah before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. John the Baptist was not the old Elijah born again in the flesh, but a prophet who appeared with the same spiritual boldness and mission as Elijah. His appearance with the garment of camel’s hair and the leather belt, his attitude of fearlessly rebuking even the sins of the king and the religious leaders, and his ministry of turning the hearts of the people back to God all call Elijah’s ministry to mind. Jesus also testified of John the Baptist that he is the Elijah who was to come.

      According to these prophecies, John the Baptist proclaimed repentance to the people, led them to confess their sins, and prepared them to wait for the Christ who was to come. He also carried out the special mission of revealing Jesus before the people and baptizing Him as the representative of mankind. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus bore all the sins of the world. Thus the foreshadowing of the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, in which sins passed over to the sacrificial offering through the laying on of hands, was fulfilled in Jesus, the Lamb of God.

      Jesus carried the sins He had borne through the baptism received from John the Baptist, shed His blood and died on the Cross, receiving the judgment of those sins, and rose again from death and became our Savior. Therefore, that John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord does not stop at meaning that he announced the appearance of Christ with words only. It means that he actually prepared the way for the people to repent and receive Christ, and for the sins of mankind to pass over to Jesus so that the gospel of the water and the Spirit would be accomplished.

      

      In the end, John the Baptist appeared as “The voice of one crying in the wilderness” prophesied by Isaiah, the ‘messenger who prepares the way of the Lord’ prophesied by Malachi, and the prophet who inherited the mission of Elijah and turned the hearts of the people back to God. His appearance was the sign announcing that the prophecy of the Old Testament was being fulfilled in the New Testament, and it was the important turning point connecting the promises of the Old Testament era with the saving work that Jesus Christ would accomplish.

      • [QUESTION] 7. WHY DID GOD SEND JOHN THE BAPTIST INTO THIS WORLD ABOUT SIX MONTHS AHEAD OF JESUS? ALSO, WHY DID HE BRING ABOUT HIS BIRTH IN THE FAMILY OF THE PRIEST ZACHARIAS, AND WHY DID HE SAY IN MATTHEW 11:14 THAT ‘THE ELIJAH PROPHESIED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT TO COME IS NONE OTHER THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST’?

      God had John the Baptist born about six months ahead of Jesus because he had to appear before the Christ, prepare the way of the Lord, and make ready the hearts of the people. And God had him born into the priestly family of Aaron in order to connect him with the priestly duty of the Old Testament sacrificial system, in which the priest passed the sins of the people on to the sacrificial offering on their behalf, so that John the Baptist would baptize Jesus as the representative of mankind. He was called “Elijah who is to come” not because John the Baptist was the same person as Elijah in the flesh, but because he carried out the mission of turning the people back to God in the spirit and the power of Elijah.

      

      First, Luke chapter 1 clearly records the order of the births of John the Baptist and of Jesus. When Elizabeth had conceived John and was in her sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent to Mary and announced the conception of Jesus. Therefore, John was born about six months before Jesus. The Bible does not separately explain a symbolism of the number six itself, but the purpose shown by this order in time is clear. The messenger who prepares the way of the Lord had to come first, before the Lord appeared.

      John the Baptist was born before Jesus and began his ministry before Him, proclaiming repentance to the people. He made people realize their sins and their state of having left God, and made them abandon their own righteousness and religious pride so as to receive the Christ who was soon to appear. He was older than Jesus, but he was not a being superior to Jesus. He was born first because he was the forerunner and the witness who stands before the Christ, and he testified that Jesus, who was coming after him, was mightier than he.

      This order is very important in God’s plan of salvation. Just as a messenger who prepares the way of the king comes before the king, someone was needed to awaken the people and testify of the Savior before He began His ministry. Furthermore, for the sinless Jesus to bear the sins of mankind, the representative of mankind whom God acknowledged had to be prepared first. So God had John the Baptist born and grow up ahead of Jesus, so that when Jesus began His public ministry, John was already able to carry out his mission.

      

      There is also a clear meaning in God’s bringing about the birth of John the Baptist in the family of the priest Zacharias. Luke 1:5 records, “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.” His father Zacharias was a priest belonging to the division of Abijah, and his mother Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. John the Baptist belonged to a priestly family on both his father’s side and his mother’s side.

      Zacharias and Elizabeth were old, and Elizabeth was originally barren. Yet God sent an angel to announce the birth of John in advance, and even determined his name and his mission. John the Baptist was not a person born by chance according to human will or natural conditions, but a servant whom God specially chose and sent. His authority did not come from his own claims; it came from the mission God had ordained even before his birth.

      In the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, the priest carried out the duty God had ordained between the people and the sacrificial offering. In particular, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest, representing the people of Israel, laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the sins of the people on to it. The sacrificial offering had to shed its blood and die in the place of the people because of the sins it had received. This sacrificial system was the type that showed in advance Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who would bear the sins of mankind.

      In connection with this order of the Old Testament, God had John the Baptist born in the priestly family of Aaron. John the Baptist is not recorded as having held the office of high priest in the Temple, but he was raised up as the last prophet of the Old Testament and the one entrusted with the high-priestly mission of representing mankind. When Matthew 11:13 says, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John,” it shows that he was the last representative who closed the age of the Law and the prophets and connected their prophecy to Christ.

      

      John the Baptist baptized Jesus as the representative of mankind. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus took upon His own body all the sins committed by mankind, from Adam to the last person of this world. Just as sins were passed on in the Old Testament by laying hands on the head of the sacrificial offering, at the Jordan River all the sins of the world passed over to the sinless Jesus through John the Baptist. This is the central reason God prepared John the Baptist in advance and had him born in a priestly family in order to save all sinners.

      That John the Baptist was called “Elijah who is to come” is also related to his mission. Malachi chapter 4 prophesied that God would send Elijah before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD, to turn the hearts of the people back. Concerning John the Baptist, Luke 1:17 says, “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Therefore, the word that the prophesied Elijah is John the Baptist does not mean that the old Elijah was born again in the flesh, but that John the Baptist inherited the spirit, the power, and the mission of Elijah.

      Elijah of the Old Testament rebuked the people of Israel, who had gone away to Baal and idols, and by showing that the LORD is the true God, he turned their hearts back to God. He did not fear the threats of the king and the false prophets, and he boldly delivered the word of God. John the Baptist likewise cried out repentance in the wilderness, rebuked the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and pointed out even the sin of King Herod. His appearance, clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt, also shows the figure of a wilderness prophet like Elijah.

      

      But the mission of John the Baptist went one step further than that of Elijah of the Old Testament. Elijah turned the people back to the LORD God, but John the Baptist turned the people to Jesus Christ, God who came in the flesh. He prepared the way for the Christ to come, baptized Jesus and passed the sins of mankind on to Him, and testified that Jesus is the Lamb of God who carries the sin of the world and the Savior. Therefore, Jesus said in Matthew 11:14, “If you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come.”

      Jesus, who bore all the sins of the world with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, carried those sins and was crucified, shedding His blood and dying, and received the judgment of sin in our place. And in three days He rose again from death, overcame sin and death, and became our eternal Savior. Therefore, the birth and the ministry of John the Baptist were God’s preparation, inseparable from the saving work of Jesus.

      In the end, John the Baptist was born six months ahead of Jesus in order to prepare His way before the Lord, and he was born in the family of the priest Zacharias in order to carry out the priestly mission of passing sins on to Jesus as the representative of mankind. And he was called “Elijah who is to come” because, in the spirit and the power of Elijah, he rebuked those who had fallen into sin, idols, and unbelief, and fulfilled the mission of turning their hearts back to God and to Jesus Christ. All this preparation was for fulfilling the righteous will of God, who saves sinners through the water, the blood, and the Spirit.

      

      • [QUESTION] 8. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD IN MATTHEW 11:14, “IF YOU ARE WILLING TO RECEIVE IT, HE IS ELIJAH WHO IS TO COME”?

      The word of Matthew 11:14 does not mean that John the Baptist is the same person in the flesh as Elijah, the prophet of the Old Testament. It means that John the Baptist fulfilled the mission of Elijah whom God promised through the prophet Malachi to send—the mission of turning the hearts of the people back to God and preparing the way for the coming of the Lord. In other words, John the Baptist was not a person born again as Elijah in the flesh, but the forerunner of the New Testament era who worked in the spirit and the power of Elijah.

      The background of this word is the prophecy of Malachi 4:5–6. God promised to send Elijah before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to their fathers. This prophecy did not so much mean that the old Elijah would come down again in the flesh, as that God would send a prophet entrusted with the same mission of repentance and restoration that Elijah had carried out.

      The angel who announced the birth of John the Baptist also made this point clear. Luke 1:17 says, “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” The important expression here is “in the spirit and power of Elijah.” John the Baptist was not a person in whom the personality or the soul of Elijah was born again; he was a man who received the same kind of mission and boldness that God had entrusted to Elijah.

      

      The answer of John the Baptist in John 1:21, that he was not Elijah, does not contradict the word of Jesus. When people asked him whether he was the old Elijah himself appearing again, he answered, “I am not.” For in the flesh he was not the Elijah of the Old Testament. But Jesus spoke of him as “Elijah who is to come” in the sense that John the Baptist was the one who fulfilled the role prophetically entrusted to Elijah.

      Elijah of the Old Testament appeared when Israel had forsaken the LORD God and was serving idols such as Baal and Asherah. He did not fear the threats of King Ahab and Jezebel, and he confronted the false prophets, and by showing that the LORD alone is the true God, he turned the hearts of the people back to God. The central mission of Elijah was not to exalt himself, but to restore to the true God the hearts of the people that idols had taken away.

      John the Baptist did the same work as Elijah. He proclaimed repentance in the wilderness of Judea and turned back to God the hearts of the people who had fallen into sin and religious pride. He rebuked the Pharisees and the Sadducees, telling them not to rely on the bloodline of Abraham and their religious standing but to bear fruits worthy of repentance, and he fearlessly pointed out even the sin of King Herod. John the Baptist, clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist and crying out the word in the wilderness, was a prophet like Elijah.

      

      But the mission of Elijah that John the Baptist carried out did not stop at crying out to the people of Israel to live morally upright lives. He prepared the people to realize that they were sinners before God and to receive the Christ who was to come. He did not direct people’s eyes to himself, but turned them to Jesus Christ, who was mightier than he and who would save people from sin. If Elijah of the Old Testament brought the people back to the LORD, John the Baptist led the people to Jesus Christ, God who came in the flesh.

      The context of Matthew chapter 11 also supports this fact. Jesus said that John the Baptist was not a mere prophet but more than a prophet, the messenger sent to prepare the way before the Lord. He also said that among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist, and He said, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” This means that John the Baptist was the last representative who connected all the prophecies of the Old Testament to Christ and closed the age of the Law and the prophets.

      The most important mission entrusted to John the Baptist was to baptize Jesus as the representative of mankind. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus took the sins of all the people of the world upon His own body. Just as the high priest representing the people in the sacrifice of the Old Testament laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the sins of the people on to it, John the Baptist baptized Jesus, the Lamb of God, and had all the sins of mankind pass over to Him. In this respect, John the Baptist was the person who actually connected to Christ the work of salvation that the Law and the prophets of the Old Testament had prophesied and foreshown.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had borne through the baptism received from John the Baptist, was crucified, and shed His blood and died, receiving the judgment of all sins in our place. And He rose again from death, overcame the power of sin and death, and became our eternal Savior. John the Baptist was not the Savior; he was the servant who prepared and testified of what the Savior would do, and the One who actually bore the sins, was judged, and completed salvation is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

      

      The phrase “If you are willing to receive it” does not mean that whether John the Baptist is Elijah or not changes according to people’s choice. That John the Baptist fulfilled the prophesied mission of Elijah is the truth that God had ordained and Jesus testified. But the people of that day found it hard to accept, because he was not the Elijah who appeared in the way they had expected. Jesus meant that if they had a heart to abandon their prejudice and their fixed ideas and to receive the word of God, they should realize that John the Baptist is the very one who fulfilled the prophesied role of Elijah.

      Therefore, the word “he is Elijah who is to come” does not mean that John the Baptist was the reincarnation of the old Elijah. It means that he was the fulfiller of the prophecy, who in the spirit and the power of Elijah led the people to repentance, turned them to Christ, and prepared the way of the Lord. He was the representative of mankind who closed the age of the Old Testament and opened the saving ministry of Jesus Christ, the servant of God prepared so that the gospel of the water and the Spirit that God had promised would be accomplished.

      • [QUESTION] 9. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD, “FROM THE DAYS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST UNTIL NOW THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERS VIOLENCE, AND THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE”? (MATTHEW 11:12)

      

      This word does not mean that a person attacks and seizes the kingdom of heaven with violence or human strength. It means that through the ministry of John the Baptist the way was prepared for the Christ to come, and as the saving ministry of Jesus began, the way was opened for sinners to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and enter the kingdom of heaven. “The violent” refers to the person who earnestly seeks the salvation of God and believes in his heart the gospel Jesus Christ has accomplished, receiving the kingdom of heaven as his own.

      First, the phrase “From the days of John the Baptist” means that an important turning point had begun in the history of God’s salvation. In the following verse 13, Jesus said, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” The Law and the prophets of the Old Testament prophesied the Christ who was to come and the salvation He would accomplish. John the Baptist was the last prophet and the representative of mankind who connected all those prophecies to Jesus Christ, who had actually come.

      Therefore, “the days of John” does not simply mean from the date of John the Baptist’s birth. It refers to the time when John the Baptist proclaimed repentance in the wilderness, turned people to Christ, and finally baptized Jesus at the Jordan River, so that all the righteousness of God began to be fulfilled. From this time on, the salvation of sinners that the Old Testament had prophesied began to be actually accomplished in history.

      Luke 16:16 helps us understand this word: “The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it.” According to this word, the “violence” toward the kingdom of heaven does not mean war or physical force; it means that the people who have heard the gospel of the kingdom of God enter that kingdom by faith. Those who before could not enter the kingdom of God because of sin now believe the gospel and press into it.

      

      The expression “the kingdom of heaven suffers violence” powerfully shows that the kingdom of God stands open before people’s faith. The kingdom of heaven is not a kingdom given only to particular people according to human bloodline or religious standing. One does not enter automatically for being a fleshly descendant of Abraham, nor for knowing much of the Law and doing many good deeds. Whoever acknowledges that he is a sinner and believes in the way of salvation God has bestowed can enter it.

      “The violent” does not mean people of strong human desire or of much religious zeal. Nor is it those who seek to obtain the kingdom of heaven by putting forward their own works, such as fasting and asceticism, repeated prayers of repentance, offerings and service. The one who abandons his own righteousness and merit and believes entirely in the righteousness God has accomplished through Jesus Christ is the one who spiritually takes the kingdom of heaven by force. He does not leave God’s promise as someone else’s story, but believes and receives in his heart that the salvation Jesus has accomplished is for himself.

      The words “take it by force” also do not mean seizing another person’s salvation by force, or extorting what God does not give. It means making certainly one’s own, by faith, the remission of sins, everlasting life, and the promise of the kingdom of heaven that God has freely given in the gospel. God has opened the door of salvation so that sinners may enter by faith, and the person who hears that promise and believes it in his heart without hesitating or refusing comes to possess the kingdom of heaven.

      

      In those days, the tax collectors and the harlots were people despised as sinners by the religious leaders. But they believed the way of righteousness that John the Baptist preached, acknowledged their sins, and turned back to God. On the other hand, the Pharisees and the religious leaders relied on their bloodline and their works of the Law and did not receive the testimony of John the Baptist. This is why Jesus said that the tax collectors and the harlots enter the kingdom of God before them. The standard for entering the kingdom of heaven is not social standing or religious fame, but the faith that believes the word of God.

      The ground on which the door of the kingdom of heaven could be opened lies in the saving work Jesus Christ accomplished. With the baptism He received from John, Jesus bore on His own body all the sins mankind commits—of the past, the present, and the future. When John the Baptist, as the representative of mankind, baptized the sinless Lamb of God, all the sins of the world passed over to Jesus, and thus all the righteousness of God that saves sinners began to be fulfilled.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had borne through the baptism received from John the Baptist, was crucified, and shed His blood and died, receiving in our place the punishment and the curse of those sins. And in three days He rose again from death, overcame sin and death, and became our eternal Savior. Through the bearing of sin that began at the Jordan River, the judgment of the Cross, and the resurrection, the way of salvation by which a sinner can enter the kingdom of God was perfectly opened.

      Therefore, the faith that takes the kingdom of heaven by force is believing the fact that Jesus has completely removed all my sins with the baptism He received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection. The person who believes this gospel receives the remission of all sins and receives the Holy Spirit and becomes a child of God, and by faith he obtains the kingdom of heaven as his eternal inheritance. The kingdom of heaven is not a reward won by human strength, but the gift of God given to the person who believes in the salvation Jesus has completed.

      

      In this word the world’s opposition to the gospel also appears. John the Baptist was imprisoned while delivering the word and was finally put to death, and Jesus also suffered the opposition and the persecution of the religious leaders. When the kingdom of God came, Satan and the powers of the world tried to block it, but no hindrance could stop the salvation God accomplishes. The gospel was preached even in the midst of persecution, and those who believed kept on entering the kingdom of God.

      Therefore, the word “the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force” means that with the ministry of John the Baptist the saving ministry of Christ began, and as Jesus opened the way of the kingdom of heaven with the water, the blood, and the Spirit, whoever believes that gospel in his heart receives the remission of sins and everlasting life and takes the kingdom of heaven as his own. The violence here is not physical force or human merit, but the act of faith that abandons one’s own righteousness and firmly takes hold of the perfect salvation God has accomplished.

      • [QUESTION] 10. EVEN THOUGH JESUS SAID OF JOHN THE BAPTIST THAT HE WAS A SERVANT OF GOD LIKE ELIJAH OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, SOME PEOPLE DISREGARD HIM AS ONE WHO FAILED IN THE LIFE OF FAITH, ON THE GROUND THAT HE DOUBTED JESUS. WHAT IS WRONG WITH THIS VIEW?

      

      To define John the Baptist as a person who failed in the life of faith is a mistake that interprets Matthew 11:2–6 apart from its context. The text does not directly say that John the Baptist doubted Jesus. It only records that John, imprisoned, sent his disciples to Jesus to ask, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” The fact that he sent his disciples to ask a question cannot immediately be concluded to be unbelief or apostasy on the part of John the Baptist himself.

      John the Baptist was a man who had already clearly known and testified who Jesus is. Seeing Jesus, he testified, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” and he saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove upon Jesus. He also said, “And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” John the Baptist directly testified that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Lamb of God who would bear the sins of mankind.

      Therefore, to understand the event of sending his disciples from prison, we must look first at the situation of his disciples rather than that of John the Baptist himself. John the Baptist was imprisoned for rebuking the sin of Herod, and he could expect that he would soon be put to death. But among his disciples there were still those who had not fully gone to Jesus and remained beside their teacher John. Before leaving this world, John the Baptist wanted to send them to Jesus so that they would see with their own eyes what He was doing and hear His word.

      This question has the character of a handover—making his disciples confirm Jesus for themselves and believe in Him—rather than John the Baptist confirming Jesus for himself. The disciples went to Jesus and saw the blind receiving sight, the lame walking, the lepers being cleansed, the deaf hearing, the dead being raised, and the gospel being preached to the poor. These works were the signs of the Christ that the Old Testament had prophesied. Jesus did not simply claim that He was the Christ; by telling them to report to John what they had seen and heard, He gave a sure proof that He is the promised Christ.

      

      The word “And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me” is not a verdict that John the Baptist had already stumbled. This word is a universal warning not to reject Jesus on the ground that He did not come in the form of the political Messiah people had expected. It was also a word given so that the disciples of John the Baptist would not stay only with their teacher but accept Jesus as the Christ. To conclude from this one sentence that John the Baptist abandoned his faith is to add what the text does not say.

      Above all, from the evaluation that Jesus Himself gave right after the disciples of John left, it is clear that such an interpretation is wrong. Jesus said that John the Baptist was not a man like a reed shaken by the wind. If John had been a man whose faith was shaken when he was imprisoned, so that he doubted the Christ, Jesus would not have spoken of him as one who is not shaken.

      Jesus went on to say that John the Baptist was not a mere prophet but “more than a prophet.” He was the messenger prophesied in the Old Testament to prepare the way of the Lord, and he was declared to be the greatest among those born of women. Jesus also said that all the prophets and the law prophesied until John, and declared that he is the Elijah who was to come. This is Jesus’ final evaluation of John the Baptist. To define a man whom Jesus so highly acknowledged as a failure on the basis of the question a few verses earlier collides head-on with the testimony of Jesus.

      

      The life and the attitude of John the Baptist confirm that he was not a man who failed. He did not claim to be the Christ, and he confessed that he was not worthy to loose the sandal strap of the One coming after him. He was not jealous when he saw people flocking to Jesus. Rather, he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” He did not regard it as the failure of his ministry that people left him and went to Jesus; he rejoiced in it as the fulfillment of the mission entrusted to him.

      That John the Baptist was imprisoned and beheaded is not a failure of faith either. He did not connive at sin out of fear of the power of King Herod, and he proclaimed the righteousness of God even at the risk of death. From a worldly point of view, being imprisoned and dying young may look like failure, but before God it was martyrdom, carrying out to the end the mission he had been given. The success or failure of a servant of God must be judged not by long life, fame, or worldly results, but by whether he faithfully finished the work God entrusted to him.

      The most important mission entrusted to John the Baptist was to baptize Jesus as the representative of mankind so that all the sins of the world would pass over to Him, and to testify that Jesus is the Lamb of God. With the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus bore all the sins of mankind on His own body. After carrying out this work, John the Baptist testified of Jesus as the Lamb of God who carries the sin of the world, and so he completed the core mission entrusted to him.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had borne through the baptism received from John, went to the Cross, shed His blood and died, receiving the judgment of sin in our place. And in three days He rose again from death, overcame sin and death, and became our eternal Savior. The work in which John the Baptist baptized Jesus and passed the sins on to Him, and the work in which Jesus completed salvation with the Cross and the resurrection, were one connected plan of salvation of God.

      

      Therefore, defining John the Baptist as a failure blinds us to the most important part of his ministry. If we see him merely as a wilderness preacher who cried out repentance, or define him as a man who died doubting in prison, we cannot understand why God sent him ahead of Jesus and raised him up as the representative of mankind. Nor can we explain why Jesus testified of him as more than a prophet, the greatest among those born of women, and the Elijah who was to come.

      Such a mistake arises from interpreting one verse of Scripture apart from its whole context, and from ignoring the clear testimony John the Baptist gave earlier and the evaluation of Jesus that follows. It is also the error of applying to a servant of God the worldly standard that judges prison and martyrdom as failure. John the Baptist was not one who failed while doubting Christ, but a faithful servant who handed his disciples over to Jesus and, while he himself decreased, exalted only Christ.

      In conclusion, John the Baptist was not a failure who abandoned his faith. He was the servant of God who, in the spirit and the power of Elijah, prepared the way of the Lord, baptized Jesus as the representative of mankind, and testified that He is the Son of God and the Lamb of God who carries the sin of the world. He was martyred after finishing the work entrusted to him, and Jesus Himself acknowledged his faith and his ministry. Therefore, the interpretation that disregards John the Baptist as a failure is a wrong interpretation that misses the context of the text, the testimony of Jesus, and the role he carried out in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      • [QUESTION] 11. JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS THE LAST PROPHET OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND AT THE SAME TIME, AS ONE WHO CARRIED OUT THE DUTY OF THE LAST HIGH PRIEST, HE CRIED OUT REPENTANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS EARTH. HE ALSO BAPTIZED JESUS CHRIST AND THEREBY PASSED ALL THE SINS OF THE WORLD ONTO THE BODY OF JESUS, AND FURTHERMORE, BY TESTIFYING BEFORE ALL THE WORLD THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAVIOR OF MANKIND, HE FULLY COMPLETED THE MINISTRY GIVEN TO HIM. EXPLAIN THIS IN DETAIL.

      John the Baptist was not merely one prophet who cried out repentance in the wilderness. He was the servant whom God specially sent to connect the saving work prophesied by the Law and the prophets of the Old Testament to Jesus Christ, to pass all the sins of the world on to Jesus, the Lamb of God, as the representative of mankind, and to testify that He is the Son of God and the Savior of mankind. His birth and growth, his proclamation of repentance, the duty he carried out at the Jordan River, his testimony of Christ, and his martyrdom were all accomplished within God’s plan of salvation.

      First, God did not bring John the Baptist onto the stage by chance, but prepared him even before his birth. His father Zacharias was a priest belonging to the division of Abijah, and his mother Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. The two were old, and Elizabeth was originally barren, but God sent the angel Gabriel to announce the birth of a son and determined his name as John. John the Baptist was not a man raised up by human plans or natural conditions, but a servant prepared by God’s special will and power.

      

      God had John the Baptist born about six months ahead of Jesus. For he had to appear before the Lord and prepare His way. Even before his birth he was ordained to be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb, to turn many of the children of Israel back to God, and to make ready a people prepared for the Lord in the spirit and the power of Elijah. Therefore, his mission was not an occupation he chose after growing up, but the work God had entrusted to him from before his birth.

      That John the Baptist is the last prophet of the Old Testament does not mean that no one prophesies at all after him. It means that he was the last representative belonging to the order of the Law and the prophets of the Old Testament, the one who connected all those prophecies to Jesus Christ, who had actually come. Jesus said, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” The prophets of the Old Testament looked at the Christ from afar and prophesied of Him, but John the Baptist met the Christ in person, revealed Him to the people, and testified of Him.

      Isaiah prophesied the voice of one crying, preparing the way of the Lord in the wilderness, and Malachi prophesied the messenger sent ahead of the Lord to prepare His way, and the Elijah who was to come. John the Baptist fulfilled these prophecies by crying out repentance in the wilderness of Judea, turning the hearts of the people back to God, and preparing the way for Jesus Christ to come. He was not the old Elijah born again in the flesh, but the prophet who, in the spirit and the power of Elijah, turned back to God the people who had fallen into idols and unbelief.

      The repentance that John the Baptist cried out did not stop at regretting a few wrong deeds or offering repeated prayers of repentance. It was to turn from the way of following idols and one’s own thoughts after leaving God, and to abandon the wrong faith that relied on bloodline, religious standing, and one’s own works, and to believe in the Christ whom God sent. He cried out, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” and proclaimed that the coming of Christ and the judgment of God had drawn near.

      

      People came out to John the Baptist, confessed their sins, and received the water baptism in the Jordan River. The baptism he administered to the ordinary people was a sign of repentance—acknowledging that they were sinners and turning back to God to wait for the Christ who was to come. This water baptism itself did not completely remove all the sins of their lifetime. John the Baptist made people abandon their own righteousness and realize that they needed a Savior, and so prepared them to come to Jesus Christ.

      Seeing that the Pharisees and the Sadducees relied on their religious standing and the bloodline of Abraham, he rebuked them, calling them a “brood of vipers.” For what God desires is not performing ceremonies outwardly or boasting of fleshly bloodline, but bearing fruits worthy of repentance. John the Baptist did not fear the power of the king either. He rebuked Herod for taking his brother’s wife, and for this he was imprisoned and finally martyred. In this way he delivered to the end the word God had entrusted to him, without regarding people’s faces.

      When we say that John the Baptist carried out the duty of the last High Priest, we must understand its meaning precisely. The Bible does not record that John the Baptist was installed in the official office of high priest of the Temple in Jerusalem. His father Zacharias is also recorded as a priest, not as the high priest. But John the Baptist was born into the priestly family of Aaron and was raised up as the representative of mankind who, at the starting point of the New Testament, fulfilled the duty of the passing on of sins and of representation that the high priest of the Old Testament had performed. In this redemptive-historical sense, we can say that he carried out the duty of the last High Priest.

      

      In the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, when a sinner laid his hands on the head of the unblemished sacrificial offering, his sins passed over to the offering. In particular, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest, representing the whole people of Israel, laid both his hands on the head of the live goat and confessed over it all the iniquities and sins of the people, and so passed those sins onto the head of the goat. The sacrificial offering that received the sins had to shed its blood and die in the place of the people, or be sent away into the wilderness. This sacrificial offering of the Old Testament was the type that showed Jesus Christ, who would bear all the sins of the world.

      God raised up John the Baptist as the representative of mankind in order to fulfill what this sacrificial system of the Old Testament pointed to. That Jesus called John the Baptist the greatest among those born of women was not merely because he was excellent in character. He was entrusted with the special duty of representing the Law and the prophets of the Old Testament and passing the sins of mankind on to the sinless Lamb of God. If the high priest of the Old Testament represented the people of Israel, John the Baptist stood before Jesus Christ representing all mankind.

      When the sinless Jesus came to the Jordan River, John the Baptist at first tried to prevent Him. For he knew that he was rather the one who should be baptized by Jesus. But Jesus said, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness,” and John the Baptist obeyed that word. Here, “all righteousness” means the right and righteous work of God, who saves sinners perfectly by passing all their sins on to the sinless sacrificial offering and having it receive the judgment of those sins in their place.

      

      The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist was not a baptism of repentance received because He had sin. It was the baptism for transferring onto the body of Jesus, through John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, the sins committed by every person from Adam to the last person of this world. The sins people commit with their hearts, thoughts, and deeds, the sins committed knowingly and unknowingly, and the sins of the past, the present, and the future all passed over to Jesus, the Lamb of God. Jesus bore not a part of the sins but the whole of “the sin of the world” once and for all.

      After the passing on of sins was carried out through the baptism received from John, when Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were opened. The Holy Spirit descended like a dove upon Jesus, and God the Father testified that Jesus is His beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased. What took place at the Jordan River was not a religious ceremony made by man, but a righteous saving work that God the Father planned, the Son obeyed, and the Holy Spirit testified to.

      After performing that work, John the Baptist testified before all what he had done. Seeing Jesus, he proclaimed, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” He could testify that Jesus is the One who carries the sin of the world because he knew the duty he had performed toward Jesus as the representative of mankind. With the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus bore all the sins of the world, and now, as the Lamb of God carrying those sins, He went toward the Cross.

      John the Baptist also testified that Jesus is not a mere man or prophet, but the Son of God. He saw the Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus and knew that He is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit, and he declared, “And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” He also testified that he himself was not the Christ, and that He who was coming after him existed before him. Jesus is God who exists from eternity, the Savior who came in the flesh.

      

      The testimony of John the Baptist was not meant to hold people to himself. He was not the true Light; he was the one who came to testify of that Light. He was not jealous that his own disciples went to Jesus, and he confessed, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” He knew that the success of his ministry was not in keeping many people around himself, but in sending people to Jesus Christ while he himself faded away.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had borne through the baptism received from John, and was crucified, shedding His blood and dying. The Cross is not the place where the sins of mankind first passed over to Jesus, but the place where He received in our place the punishment and the curse of the sins He had already borne at the Jordan River. Because the wages of sin is death, Jesus, who had borne the sin of the world, was judged and died in the place of sinners. And in three days He rose again from death, overcame the power of sin and death, and became our eternal Savior.

      Therefore, the water of the Jordan River, the blood of the Cross, and the testimony of the Spirit cannot be separated from one another. The water shows that Jesus bore all the sins of mankind, the blood shows that He received on the Cross the judgment of the sins He had borne, and the Holy Spirit testifies that all this salvation is the truth accomplished according to the will of God. Whoever believes in his heart the incarnation of Jesus, the passing on of sins carried out through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the death of the Cross, and the resurrection receives the remission of all sins and receives the Holy Spirit and is born again as a child of God.

      

      That the ministry of John the Baptist was completed does not mean that he lived long in this world or built a great religious organization. He proclaimed repentance to the people so that they would receive the Christ; he carried out the duty of passing the sins on to Jesus as the representative of mankind; and he testified that Jesus is the Lamb of God and the Son of God. He also led his own disciples to Jesus and accepted the path of himself decreasing. Thus he carried out all the mission God had entrusted to him.

      That he was imprisoned and beheaded was not the failure of his ministry, but martyrdom—delivering to the end the word entrusted to him. Jesus also testified that he was not a reed shaken by the wind, that he was more than a prophet, the greatest among those born of women, and the Elijah who was to come. John the Baptist did not connive at the sin of Herod to preserve his own life, and he left this world after finishing the work God had given him.

      Here the positions of John the Baptist and of Jesus Christ must be clearly distinguished. John the Baptist was a creature sent by God, the representative of mankind, and a servant who served the work of salvation. He is neither God who saves sinners nor the object of saving faith. The Savior who actually bore the sins, was judged on the Cross, and rose again is only Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The greatness of John the Baptist lies not in being equal with Christ, but in being faithful to the duty of lowering himself and revealing Christ alone.

      

      In conclusion, John the Baptist, as the last prophet of the Old Testament, connected all the prophecies of the Law and the prophets to Christ, and as the last high-priestly representative, he carried out the duty of passing the sins on to Jesus. He proclaimed repentance to sinners and testified that Jesus is the Lamb of God who carries the sin of the world, the Son of God, and the Savior of mankind. Whoever believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which Jesus completed with the baptism He received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection, receives the remission of all sins and obtains everlasting life. John the Baptist was the faithful servant who fully completed the ministry entrusted to him, preparing and testifying of this way of salvation and then fading away.

      • [QUESTION] 12. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:4, WHAT CLOTHING DID JOHN THE BAPTIST WEAR, AND WHAT DID HE EAT AS HE LIVED?

      John the Baptist was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. Wild honey refers to the honey found in the clefts of the rocks and in the trees of the wilderness.

      His clothing stands in contrast with those who wear splendid and soft garments and live in palaces. Also, John the Baptist, clothed in a hair garment with a leather belt, calls to mind Elijah of the Old Testament, and he was the prophet who prepared the way of the Lord in the spirit and the power of Elijah.

      John the Baptist did not pursue the wealth and comfort of the world, but lived simply in the wilderness, giving his whole life to delivering the word of repentance and of the kingdom of heaven that God had entrusted to him.

      • [QUESTION] 13. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:5, HOW DID THE JEWS WHO HEARD THE WORD OF JOHN THE BAPTIST RESPOND?

      

      The people who heard the word of John the Baptist came out to him from Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan. His cry had a great influence throughout Judea, and many people realized their sins and felt the need to repent.

      They did not stop at hearing the word, but came to the Jordan River where John the Baptist was. As the following verse 6 shows, they confessed their sins and were baptized in the Jordan. In this way, the ministry of John the Baptist was a work of repentance that turned the hearts of the people from sin and prepared them to receive Jesus Christ, who was to come.

      • [QUESTION] 14. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:6, WHAT SPECIFICALLY DID THE PEOPLE WHO HEARD THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST DO?

      The people who heard the preaching of John the Baptist confessed their sins and were baptized by him in the Jordan River. To confess their sins means that they acknowledged that they were sinners before God and wanted to turn from those sins.

      The baptism they received was a baptism expressing repentance, preparing their hearts to believe in and receive Jesus Christ, who was to come. But its purpose differed from the baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist in order to bear all the sins of the world. What the people received was the baptism of repentance, and what Jesus received was the baptism of salvation that transferred all the sins of mankind onto His body.

      • [QUESTION] 15. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:7, WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE WERE THE “PHARISEES” AND THE “SADDUCEES”?

      

      The Pharisees and the Sadducees were the representative religious and political groups that exercised great influence in Jewish society in the days of Jesus. Both groups belonged to the leadership of Judaism, but there were great differences in their backgrounds and in the content of their faith.

      The Pharisees were a conservative religious group that insisted the Law of God must be kept thoroughly. They regarded as important not only the written Law but also the traditions of the fathers and the traditions of the elders, and they tried to apply them even to the details of daily life. They also acknowledged the resurrection of the dead and the existence of angels and spirits. But many Pharisees, while valuing outward religious deeds and ceremonies, did not realize the sin and the hypocrisy of their hearts. Because they relied on the fact that they kept the Law well and were descendants of Abraham, they did not accept the righteousness of God that Jesus Christ accomplishes, and they even opposed Jesus.

      The Sadducees were a group composed mainly of the high-priestly families and the wealthy aristocrats. They exercised religious and political power centered on the Temple sacrifices and the Sanhedrin council, and they even cooperated with the Roman ruling power to maintain their standing and authority. The Sadducees gave special weight to the five books of Moses and did not accept the oral traditions the Pharisees acknowledged, nor did they acknowledge the resurrection of the dead or the existence of angels and spirits. They showed a secular tendency, valuing present power and political interests more than faith.

      

      Thus the Pharisees represented religious zeal and self-righteousness, and the Sadducees represented Temple power and secular interests. Their doctrines and positions differed, but they were alike in relying on their bloodline, their standing, and their religious merits. When John the Baptist saw these leaders coming to where he was baptizing, he did not honor their rank or their authority. Rather, he rebuked them sternly, urging them not to try merely to escape the judgment outwardly, but to return to God in their hearts and bear fruits worthy of repentance.

      • [QUESTION] 16. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:7, WHAT REBUKE DID JOHN THE BAPTIST GIVE TO THE PHARISEES AND THE SADDUCEES?

      Seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, John the Baptist sternly rebuked them, saying, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”

      The words “Brood of vipers” expose the fact that although they had the appearance of religious leaders, in reality they were deceiving people with falsehood and hypocrisy and opposing God. John the Baptist did not honor their high standing, their knowledge of the Law, or the bloodline of Abraham. For before God, religious rank and outwardly displayed godly deeds alone cannot deliver anyone from the judgment.

      Also, the words “Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” pointed out that they were not truly realizing their sins and returning to God, but were only trying to escape the coming judgment by receiving baptism outwardly. John the Baptist proclaimed that performing an outward religious ceremony is not enough, and that there must be true repentance—acknowledging one’s sins and wrong faith and turning back to God.

      

      • [QUESTION] 17. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:8, WHAT DID JOHN THE BAPTIST URGE UPON THE PHARISEES AND THE SADDUCEES?

      John the Baptist urged the Pharisees and the Sadducees, “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance.” This means that they should not merely receive baptism outwardly or say with their lips that they repented, but should actually turn from their wrong hearts and conduct.

      The fruit worthy of repentance means the change of life in which one acknowledges his sins and hypocrisy, abandons the heart that relied on bloodline, religious standing, and self-righteousness, and returns to God. If they had deceived or oppressed others and followed greed, they had to turn from such evil.

      But such fruit does not become a human merit or condition for obtaining the remission of sins. The change that appears in the person who has truly realized his sins and turned back to God is itself the fruit worthy of repentance. John the Baptist urged them not to try to escape the judgment with outward religious ceremonies, but to show true repentance in heart and in conduct.

      • [QUESTION] 18. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:9, WHAT PRIDE DOES THE THOUGHT “WE HAVE ABRAHAM AS OUR FATHER” SHOW THAT THEY HAD?

      

      The Pharisees and the Sadducees had the national and religious pride that because they were the chosen people who had inherited the bloodline of Abraham, they would naturally enjoy the blessing of the kingdom of God and escape the judgment. They regarded the bloodline of Abraham, circumcision, the Law, the Temple, and their religious standing as if these were guarantees of salvation.

      But the fact of being descendants of Abraham in the flesh does not automatically guarantee the remission of sins and salvation. Just as Abraham was counted righteous by believing God, his true descendants must also have the faith that believes the word and the promise of God. If they boast only of their bloodline and do not turn from sin and hypocrisy, they cannot escape the judgment of God.

      Therefore, the word of John the Baptist was a warning that shattered the elect-consciousness and the spiritual pride they relied on. God is not bound by a person’s family or standing, and He is able to raise up children to Abraham even from stones. What they had to boast of was not bloodline and religious merit but the grace of God, and what they truly needed was the faith that abandons self-righteousness and returns to God.

      • [QUESTION] 19. WHAT DOES THE WORD “EVEN NOW THE AX IS LAID TO THE ROOT OF THE TREES” IN MATTHEW 3:10 MEAN?

      The word that the ax is already laid to the root of the trees means that the judgment of God is not a matter of the distant future but has already drawn near and stands ready to be carried out. Just as a tree cut at the root cannot live again, the judgment of God is the final judgment that thoroughly brings down the sinner’s existence and the false foundation on which he relied.

      

      Here the trees refer to the people standing before God, and the good fruit means the change of life that appears from true repentance and faith. In particular, the Pharisees and the Sadducees relied only on the bloodline of Abraham and their religious standing, and did not return to God in their hearts. John the Baptist warned that such outward conditions cannot deliver them from the judgment.

      Therefore, this word means that just as every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire, the person who does not turn from his sins and pride and does not receive Jesus Christ, whom God has sent, cannot escape the wrath of God and the eternal judgment. At the same time, it is an urgent call to repentance—to abandon the boasting of one’s own righteousness and bloodline and return to God and receive true salvation before the judgment comes.

      • [QUESTION] 20. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:11, WHOM DID JOHN THE BAPTIST INTRODUCE TO THE PEOPLE WHO CAME OUT TO HIM?

      John the Baptist introduced to the people who came out to him Jesus Christ, who would come after him. He testified that he baptized people with water to lead them to repentance, but that the One coming after him was mightier than he, and that he was not worthy even to carry His sandals.

      He also introduced Jesus Christ as the One who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. This means that Jesus did not come as merely another prophet, but as the Savior and the Judge—the One who gives the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit to those who believe the gospel, and brings the judgment of fire upon those who do not believe.

      

      Therefore, the ministry of John the Baptist had its purpose not in gathering people’s attention to himself, but in leading them to Jesus Christ, who would bear all the sins of mankind and accomplish salvation.

      • [QUESTION] 21. ORGANIZE THE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE CHRIST THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST GAVE IN MATTHEW 3:11.

      John the Baptist described the Christ as follows.

      First, the Christ is the One who comes after John the Baptist. This means that Jesus would begin His public ministry later than John the Baptist. But coming later in time does not mean lower rank or lesser power. John the Baptist was the servant who prepared the way of the Lord, and Jesus Christ is the Savior of whom he testified and for whom he waited.

      Second, the Christ is mightier than John the Baptist. John the Baptist could cry out repentance to people and baptize them with water, but he could not actually remove a person’s sins, give the Holy Spirit, or execute the eternal judgment. The authority to bear sins and accomplish salvation and to give the Holy Spirit belongs only to Jesus Christ.

      Third, the Christ is so exalted that John the Baptist was not worthy even to carry His sandals. In those days, carrying another person’s sandals was the work of the lowest servant. John the Baptist confessed that even though he was the greatest among those born of women, before the Christ he could not undertake even the work of the lowest servant. Jesus is not a mere prophet, but the Son of God and the King of kings.

      

      Fourth, the Christ is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit and fire. To the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of sins, He gives the Holy Spirit as a gift; but upon the person who does not believe to the end and remains in sin, He brings the judgment of fire. Therefore, Jesus is the Savior and at the same time the righteous Judge.

      Jesus Christ received all the sins of mankind onto His own body with the baptism He received from John, carried those sins and shed His blood and died on the Cross, bearing the judgment of sin, and completed salvation by rising again from death. Jesus Christ is the true Savior who gives the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit and carries out the last judgment.

      • [QUESTION] 22. WHAT DOES THE SCENE IN MATTHEW 3:12—GATHERING THE WHEAT INTO THE BARN AND BURNING UP THE CHAFF WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE—REPRESENT?

      This scene represents that Jesus Christ will judge all people on the last day, dividing them into those who are saved and those who are not. Just as a farmer uses a winnowing fan to separate the wheat from the chaff, Jesus will reveal people’s true faith and clearly divide the righteous from the sinners.

      The wheat refers to those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ has accomplished, and so have received the remission of all sins and obtained the Holy Spirit and been born again. They are the people who believe in their hearts the fact that Jesus bore all the sins of the world with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, carried those sins and shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again to complete salvation. Because they become children of God and inherit the kingdom of heaven, they are compared to the wheat gathered into the barn.

      

      On the other hand, the chaff refers to the person who may outwardly appear to believe in God, but whose heart still holds its sins, and who has not been born again because he does not believe the righteousness God has accomplished. Like the Pharisees and the Sadducees, whoever relies on bloodline, religious standing, and his own works and does not accept the gospel is like chaff with no life inside. Such people will be thrown into the unquenchable fire at the last judgment. “Unquenchable fire” means not a temporary punishment but the eternal judgment of hell that sinners will receive.

      Jesus is not only the Savior of love but also the just Judge. It also teaches that salvation is not obtained by religious formality or human good deeds, but by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ has accomplished, receiving the remission of sins, and being born again.

      • [QUESTION] 23. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:13, WHY DID JESUS COME TO THE JORDAN RIVER TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST?

      Jesus did not come from Galilee to the Jordan River because He had sin and needed the baptism of repentance. Jesus is the sinless Son of God. The purpose of His coming to the Jordan River was to receive all the sins of mankind onto His own body through John the Baptist, and to fulfill all the righteousness of God, who saves sinners.

      

      The baptism He received from John was not a simple ceremony to display the humility of Jesus, nor a formal procedure announcing the start of His public ministry. For this work Jesus said, “Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Here, “all righteousness” means the work by which God, in the most right and just way, passes all the sins of sinners on to Jesus Christ and has Jesus bear the judgment of those sins, and so saves people.

      In the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, the sinner or the high priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the sins on to it, and the offering that received the sins shed its blood and died, bearing the price of sin. In the same way, John the Baptist, as the prophet sent by God and the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus. And Jesus, as the Lamb of God, received once and for all, with the baptism He received from John, all the sins that mankind commits from Adam until the last day of this world.

      Jesus carried the sin of the world He had thus borne and went to the Cross. The Cross is not the place where sins first passed over to Jesus, but the place where He received, by shedding His blood and dying, the punishment of the sins He had already borne through the baptism. And by rising again from death He overcame sin and death and became our perfect Savior.

      Therefore, Jesus came to the Jordan River in order to begin the saving ministry that leads from the baptism received from John to the blood of the Cross and the resurrection. Through this ministry He bore all the sins of mankind and was judged for them, and so He gave complete remission of sins and new life to everyone who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      • [QUESTION] 24. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:14, WHY DID JOHN THE BAPTIST TRY TO PREVENT JESUS WHEN HE SOUGHT TO BE BAPTIZED?

      

      When Jesus sought to be baptized by him, John the Baptist tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” For he knew that Jesus was the Son of God, mightier than he, and that he himself was a servant not worthy even to carry His sandals.

      The baptism John the Baptist was administering to the people was the baptism of repentance, leading sinners to confess their sins and turn back to God. But Jesus is the One without any sin, and so in John’s thinking it was not fitting for the sinless Jesus to be baptized by him, a sinner. He thought that he himself should rather be baptized by Jesus and be made clean. In his attempt to prevent Jesus were contained his faith in the holiness of the Christ and the humility of knowing his own lack.

      But the baptism Jesus received from John differed in purpose from the baptism of repentance the people were receiving. Jesus came not to wash away His own sins, but to receive all the sins of the world onto His own body through John the Baptist, the representative of mankind. John the Baptist at first did not fully understand this method of the saving work, and so he tried to prevent Jesus.

      Jesus had to bear all the sins of mankind with the baptism received from John, carry those sins, shed His blood and die on the Cross, receiving the punishment of sin, and then rise again to complete salvation. So when Jesus explained, “Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness,” John the Baptist laid down his own judgment, obeyed the will of God, and baptized Jesus.

      • [QUESTION] 25. WHY DID JESUS INSIST ON BEING BAPTIZED EVEN THOUGH JOHN THE BAPTIST TRIED TO PREVENT HIM?

      

      Jesus did not seek baptism because He had sin or needed to repent. The sinless Son of God went to John the Baptist in order to receive all the sins of mankind onto His own body and fulfill God’s will to save sinners. So Jesus said to John, who was trying to prevent Him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”

      Here, “all righteousness” means the most right and just work that God ordained in order to save sinners. The holy God could not simply overlook sin without any price. Sin had to be lawfully transferred, and death and judgment, the wages of that sin, had to be paid. Therefore, Jesus had to bear the sins of people and receive the judgment of those sins in their place.

      In the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament, the sinner or the high priest laid his hands on the head of the unblemished sacrificial offering and passed the sins on to it. Then the offering that had received the sins shed its blood and died, bearing the price of sin. To fulfill this law of sacrifice, John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, had to baptize Jesus, and Jesus, the Lamb of God, had to bear all the sins of the world once and for all with the baptism He received from John.

      Therefore, Jesus put the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation before the personal humility and protest of John the Baptist. When Jesus said “us,” He meant that He Himself would receive and carry the sin of the world, and that John the Baptist, as the representative of mankind, would carry out the role of passing those sins on to Him—that together they must fulfill the righteousness of God.

      

      Having borne all the sins of mankind with the baptism received from John, Jesus carried those sins and was crucified, shedding His blood and dying, and received all the punishment of sin. And by rising again from death He overcame sin and death and became the perfect Savior. Therefore, Jesus insisted on receiving baptism to the end in order to transfer the sins of all the people of the world onto Himself and bear them, and to complete the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which saves sinners through the Cross and the resurrection.

      • [QUESTION] 26. WHAT IS THE WORK THAT THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ACCOMPLISHED AT THE JORDAN RIVER, FULFILLING ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH THE BAPTISM RECEIVED FROM JOHN THE BAPTIST?

      The One who directly received the baptism in the event at the Jordan River is God the Son, Jesus Christ. God the Father spoke from heaven, and God the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus like a dove. Thus the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit appeared as distinct persons, but together they accomplished the one will and work of saving sinners.

      God the Father planned the salvation of mankind from sin and sent the Son into the world. And when Jesus bore all the sins of the world with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the Father said from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This voice testified that Jesus is the Son of God, and at the same time proclaimed that the Son’s bearing of the sins of mankind was a righteous saving work fitting to the Father’s will and pleasing to God.

      

      God the Son, Jesus, had no sin at all, but as the Lamb of God He received onto His own body the sins of all the people of the world with the baptism He received from John. Just as in the Old Testament the high priest laid his hands on the sacrificial offering and passed the sins of the people on to it, when John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, baptized Jesus, all the sins of mankind were transferred to Jesus Christ. This was the first step of fulfilling the “all righteousness” that Jesus spoke of.

      God the Holy Spirit descended like a dove when Jesus came up from the water. This does not mean that Jesus then first became the Son of God. The Holy Spirit revealed that Jesus is the Son of God and the Christ, and testified that His bearing of the sin of the world was the holy and righteous will of God. The Holy Spirit also comes upon the heart of the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has received the remission of sins, and confirms that this salvation is true.

      Having borne all sins with the baptism received from John the Baptist, Jesus carried those sins to the Cross and shed His blood and died, receiving all the punishment of sin. Sins did not first pass over to Jesus on the Cross; rather, on the Cross He was judged for the sins He had already borne at the Jordan River. And by rising again from death He overcame sin and death and became our perfect Savior.

      Therefore, what took place at the Jordan River is the salvation the Father planned and acknowledged, the bearing of sins and the redemption the Son accomplished in person, and the saving work the Holy Spirit testified to and confirmed. Through the baptism received from John, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit completely fulfilled all the righteousness of God, which saves sinners from all sin and judgment.

      

      • [QUESTION] 27. JESUS RECEIVED BAPTISM FROM JOHN, HAD THE SIN OF THE WORLD PASSED ONTO HIS BODY, HUNG ON THE CROSS, SHED HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD, AND ROSE AGAIN FROM DEATH TO BECOME OUR SAVIOR—BETWEEN GOD THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO STANDS AS THE GUARANTOR OF THIS?

      In terms of office, the One who guarantees and testifies to the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ accomplished is God the Holy Spirit. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the same God, but the roles they carry out in the work of salvation are distinguished. God the Father is the One who plans, commands, and acknowledges the salvation; God the Son, Jesus Christ, is the One who accomplishes that plan in person; and the Holy Spirit is the One who testifies and guarantees that the salvation the Son accomplished is true and perfect.

      God the Father said of Jesus at the Jordan River, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This was the Father’s own acknowledgment that Jesus is His Son and that His bearing of the sin of the world through the baptism received from John the Baptist was fitting to the will of God. Thus the Father planned the salvation and sent the Son, and with the voice from heaven He approved and testified to the righteous work the Son accomplished.

      

      God the Holy Spirit descended like a dove upon Jesus when He came up from the water. This was the Holy Spirit’s testimony that all the sins of mankind had been transferred to Jesus through the baptism received from John, and that this work was the holy and righteous saving work God had ordained. The Holy Spirit did not then make Jesus become the Son of God; He revealed and confirmed Jesus, who is the Son of God from the beginning, and all the righteousness He fulfilled.

      The Scripture says, “And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth –ASV,” and goes on to say, “For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one –ASV.” Here the water refers to the baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist, by which He bore the sins of mankind; the blood refers to the precious blood He shed on the Cross to bear the punishment of those sins; and the Spirit refers to God who testifies that this salvation accomplished by the water and the blood is true.

      Furthermore, the person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit is sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit dwells in the heart of the believer and guarantees the fact that Jesus Christ has already removed all his sins and has made him a child of God. As the word says, “who is the guarantee of our inheritance,” the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the guarantee that the person who has received the remission of sins is a child of God and will receive the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven. This guarantee is given not to emotions or mysterious experiences, but to the heart that has received the remission of sins by believing the gospel of the truth.

      Therefore, the One who bore all sins with the baptism received from John, shed His precious blood on the Cross to receive the judgment of those sins, and rose again from death to complete salvation is God the Son, Jesus Christ. The One who planned and acknowledged this salvation is God the Father, and the One who testifies that this salvation is true and perfect and guarantees it in the heart of the believer is God the Holy Spirit.

      

      • [QUESTION] 28. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:16, WHAT HAPPENED WHEN JESUS WAS BAPTIZED AND CAME UP FROM THE WATER?

      When Jesus came up from the water after the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit of God descended like a dove and alighted upon Jesus.

      With the opening of the heavens, God revealed the public saving ministry of Jesus. The descent of the Holy Spirit like a dove testified that Jesus is the Son of God and the Christ, and that His bearing of all the sins of mankind to fulfill all the righteousness of God was true and holy.

      • [QUESTION] 29. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:17, WHO DID GOD DECLARE JESUS CHRIST TO BE?

      God said from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” By this He made clear that Jesus Christ is not a mere man or prophet, but the only begotten Son whom God the Father loves, the true Son of God.

      Also, the words “in whom I am well pleased” reveal that the work of Jesus—bearing all the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John and so fulfilling all the righteousness of God—was fully fitting to the will of God the Father. God personally acknowledged and testified not only to the identity of Jesus Christ but also to the saving ministry He had begun.

      

      • [QUESTION] 30. JESUS CHRIST SAID, “IF YOU ABIDE IN MY WORD, YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES INDEED. AND YOU SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE” (JOHN 8:31–32). THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT JESUS RECEIVED BAPTISM FROM JOHN THE BAPTIST AND SO HAD ALL THE SINS OF THE WORLD PASSED ON TO HIM, THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED AND SHED HIS BLOOD AND DIED, AND THAT HE ROSE AGAIN, OVERCOMING THE POWER OF DEATH, AND BECAME OUR SAVIOR—THESE ARE THE VERY ONES WHO HAVE MET THE TRUE TRUTH OF SALVATION. EXPLAIN THIS PART IN DETAIL.

      Jesus did not say to the Jews who claimed to believe in Him that a single confession of faith was enough. He said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.” To abide in the word of the Lord means not to take one’s own thoughts or man-made religious doctrines as the standard, but to know, just as the written word says, who Jesus is and how He saved sinners, to believe it in one’s heart, and not to depart from that faith.

      The freedom Jesus spoke of is not political or social freedom, but the spiritual freedom of being saved from sin. The Jews of that day thought that they were not slaves because they were descendants of Abraham, but Jesus said, “Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.” Man is born in sin as a descendant of Adam and keeps committing sin with his heart and his deeds, and he cannot escape from that sin and judgment by his own good deeds, his keeping of the Law, or his prayers of repentance. Therefore, only when the Son of God saves him from sin can he become truly free.

      

      The truth here is not abstract knowledge or religious theory. The truth is first Jesus Christ Himself, and the righteous work He actually accomplished to save sinners. Jesus is the Son of God and God the Creator, but to save sinners He came into this world in the flesh of man. And as the sinless Lamb of God, He bore all the sins of mankind.

      With the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus received all the sins of the world onto His own body once and for all. Just as in the atonement sacrifice of the Old Testament the sinner or the high priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the sins on to it, John the Baptist, the representative of mankind sent by God, baptized Jesus and so transferred the sins of people to Him. When Jesus said, “Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness,” He meant that bearing all the sins of the world in this way and saving sinners is the righteousness of God.

      After the baptism, John the Baptist testified of Jesus, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” In “the sin of the world” are included the original sin and the actual sins that all people commit from Adam until the last day of the world—all the sins of the past, the present, and the future. Jesus did not bear only a part of the sins, nor did He bear sins anew each time a person repents; He received all the sins of mankind onto His own body once and for all.

      After that, Jesus carried the sin of the world He had already borne and went to the Cross. Because the wages of sin is death, Jesus, who had received the sins, shed His blood and died in the place of the people, bearing all the curse and the punishment of sin. The Cross is not the place where the sins of mankind first passed over to Jesus, but the place where He was judged for the sins He had already borne with the baptism received from John the Baptist. Therefore, only when we believe the passing on of sins and the judgment of sins together can we fully understand the saving work of Jesus.

      

      Jesus did not end with dying on the Cross; in three days He rose again from among the dead. With the resurrection, the price of sin was completely paid and the power of death was broken. It also confirms that Jesus is not a mere martyr but the living Son of God, the Savior who gives everlasting life to those who believe in Him. If there were no resurrection of Jesus, there would be no victory over sin and death; but because Jesus rose again, those who believe in Him also obtain new life and the hope of the resurrection.

      Therefore, in the truth of salvation the testimonies of the water, the blood, and the Spirit are contained together. The water means the baptism He received from John, by which He bore the sin of the world; the blood means His receiving the punishment of those sins on the Cross; and the Spirit is God who testifies that this salvation is true and perfect. If one leaves out the water and believes only in the blood of the Cross, he cannot know when and how the sins were passed on to Jesus; if one leaves out the blood, he cannot know how the punishment of the transferred sins was settled. And if one leaves out the resurrection, he cannot explain the perfect salvation that overcame sin and death. All these works are one gospel that cannot be separated.

      The person who believes this truth in his heart comes to believe that even all the sins he will commit throughout his life have already passed over to Jesus, and that the punishment of those sins has also been finished. That person receives the remission of sins and becomes righteous, not because his own conduct is perfect, but by believing the righteousness Jesus Christ has accomplished. God gives the Holy Spirit as a gift to that sinless heart, makes him His child, and grants him everlasting life. This is being born again of water and the Spirit.

      

      The freedom the truth gives is not deceiving oneself into thinking that he has no sin when he does. Because Jesus actually bore all sins with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and actually ended the judgment of those sins on the Cross, the sins of the one who believes are gone. Thereby he is delivered from the condemnation of God, the curse of the Law, the punishment of hell, the fear of death, and the accusation of Satan. He also escapes from the religious bondage of having to receive the remission of sins again every time he sins, and believing in the salvation already completed, he serves God with thanksgiving.

      But to have been set free from sin does not mean that one may commit sin as he pleases. The person who has received the remission of sins acknowledges the lack of his flesh, confesses his wrongdoings before God, and turns from them, but he does not try to receive salvation anew each time. Believing in the perfect remission of sins he has already received, he lives following the leading of the Holy Spirit, denies his own will, serves the gospel, and delivers this truth to other souls. This is the freedom enjoyed in the truth and the life of a true disciple.

      Therefore, the person who has met the true truth is not one who merely knows the name of Jesus or the Cross religiously. He is the person who believes, just as the word says, that Jesus Christ bore all the sins of the world with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment of those sins with His precious blood on the Cross, and rose again from death to complete salvation. Such a person obtains the remission of sins, the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life, and is moved from being a slave of sin to being a child of God, and he becomes one in whom the word is actually fulfilled:“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”
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            ABOUT THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 3:1-12 >

      

      “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’’ Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’”

      • HAVE YOU REALLY RECEIVED THE REMISSION OF SINS?

      Today I would like to share the word about the ministry of John the Baptist. Catholicism puts forward the making of the Nicene Creed as the best thing it ever did. But although they could hold religious power by making the Nicene Creed, the people all over the world who believe in Jesus failed to receive salvation and came to perish. Even so, they think of it proudly. It is because through the Nicene Creed they established themselves as the religion of the Roman Empire and achieved religious success. But as we see it, through the Nicene Creed the believers in Jesus throughout the whole world were ruined.

      

      It is enough to believe only in the Cross of Jesus; you are saved if you believe that Jesus is the Savior and believe in the Cross and the blood of the Cross; believe the Christian doctrines well, and if you commit sin, you only need to offer prayers of repentance and strive to reach sanctification; be loyal to the church, give many offerings, and obey, and then, though no one knows whether you will go to the kingdom of heaven, if you do well you might at least not miss purgatory—they have made such doctrines and are holding people with them. Because the believers in Jesus have been ruined by that, we cannot help but do this work. I make books so that people may read them, and I appeal to the conscience of their faith. Have you received the remission of sins? Have your sins disappeared by believing in Jesus? If there is sin in your heart, you have been ruined by the theology of Nicaea. Abandon the theology of the Nicene Creed and return to the word of God; the Lord has saved us with the gospel of the water and the Spirit, so return to this gospel and receive the remission of sins; then you can receive the Lord when He comes—we testify to that part of the Word.

      • THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST—PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

      Today I will speak about the ministry of John the Baptist. It is verses 1 to 3. “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’”

      John the Baptist came to this earth to cry out repentance in the wilderness and to do the work of making the way of the Lord smooth. Even though the Lord came to this earth as the Savior, there was no one to make the Lord known. So John the Baptist was the one entrusted with the work of pointing out people’s sins so that they would turn back, and of revealing the fact that the Messiah who was prophesied to come is Jesus. When he was crying out repentance to the people and baptizing at the Jordan River, he saw the people coming before him and said this: “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones” (Matthew 3:8–9).

      

      Bear fruits worthy of repentance and return; do not hold in your hearts the pride that Abraham is your father, but return before God; and when you return, return bearing fruits worthy of repentance—that is what he meant. Otherwise, the ax is laid to the root of the trees, and every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. It was not that the people of Israel could return by merely saying with their lips that they believed Jesus to be the Savior. To bear fruits worthy of repentance means to settle properly the things they had served—idols and many things other than God—and then come. You say you believe in God, and yet how many things like the god Baal and the goddess Asherah do you keep in your houses and believe in together with Him? They should have put those things away and believed that God alone is our Savior and our God, but they did not.

      So John the Baptist cried out strongly. If you say you believe in God and yet believe in the petty gods of the world together with Him, you will surely be judged; as He said that every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire, you will be thrown into the fire; so if you would believe, settle things properly and come and believe—that is what he meant. To put it in today’s terms: if you would return to the gospel of the water and the Spirit, you must abandon the doctrines that the theology of Nicaea has made, return entirely to the word of God, and return to the faith that believes the fact that when Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, He had the sin of the world passed on to Him and bore it, washed away our sins, received the judgment in our place on the Cross, and rose again from death and became our Savior. Abandon what theology says—believe in the Cross of Jesus, offer prayers of repentance when you commit sin, strive to reach sanctification, be loyal, and it is enough—and return to the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      If sins disappear by offering prayers of repentance, if the prayer of repentance becomes the method and the instrument that removes sin, then what use was it that Jesus came to this earth to become the Savior, received baptism from John, and received the judgment of sin on the Cross? If we would believe that Jesus has become our Savior, we must believe in Jesus entirely and receive the remission of sins and follow the Lord; we must not believe the doctrines that theology has made.

      • WHERE DID THEOLOGY COME FROM?

      From when have there been theologians? The early Church passed, and the twelve apostles all died before the year A.D. 100. Since young men followed Jesus around A.D. 30, however long they lived, it was all over by about A.D. 100. After the apostles all died, the church fathers who had learned from the apostles appeared, and among them there were many theoretical men. Because those men were theoretical, they made theology. To systematize God as an academic discipline—this is theology. In Chinese characters it is written with the character shin (神), the character used for ghosts and spirits. Since there was no separate character to express God, they borrowed that character; and theology came into being from the time the apostles of the early Church left this earth.

      So in A.D. 325 they made the theology of Nicaea. Gathering theologians and philosophers, they made a doctrine fitting for a syncretistic religion—that is that theology. With the Nicene Creed, written on about one sheet of paper, they ask, do you believe as this says? Do you believe in God the Father Almighty? Yes. Do you believe that Jesus Christ was born into this earth borrowing the body of the virgin Mary? Yes, I believe. Do you believe that He suffered under Pontius Pilate, hung on the Cross, died, and became our Savior? Yes, I believe. After asking and answering a few times like this, they said, you are now a Christian believer; if you are baptized in the name of Jesus, you become a Christian.

      

      What was the purpose for which the Nicene Creed was made? The catholic, that is, the universal church, did not mean believers who uniquely believe in Jesus alone; it made one religion in which you may believe in Jesus and also believe in all the religions of the world together. So you may keep believing what you believed before; you may set up a shrine in a corner of your house, burn incense, and pray there; you may also believe that Jesus hung on the Cross and died and saved you; believe the doctrine of the seven sacraments; if you commit sin, go to confession; if you want to receive the Holy Spirit, receive confirmation; if you want to go to a good place when you die, call a priest and receive extreme unction—they made these seven sacraments and said that whoever does as they prescribe is an excellent believer. What was made in that way is theology.

      The word Christian means a company of people who follow Jesus. So when Roman Catholics, the many heretical sects, and the people who now believe the Reformed faith are all spoken of together, they are called Christians. That is why people say that Christians committed such and such crimes, that the people who follow Jesus did such things. In the Middle Ages they carried out witch hunts. If someone displeased them when they looked at him, they said, you are a witch, dragged him away and tortured him; saying a demon was inside, they pierced him with needles, hung him upside down, and tortured him until he was near death, so that the person could not endure it and said, very well, it is true—then he received the final verdict of being a witch and was bound to a tree and burned to death. That was rather better than going on being tortured alive. How many people were killed in that way?

      

      If a person believes in Jesus by believing theology, then man, being a seed of evildoing, comes to do evil, and they have a hole to escape through. Because they have made the doctrine that sins are washed away if one offers prayers of repentance, they have an escape hole. That is why, when a religious person does wicked things, he does the most wicked things. The people of the world look at those who believe in Jesus and call them liars. They commit all kinds of sins and then pass over it with one phrase: Lord, I have done wrong; please remit my sins. That is the most evil thing. One must know what he has done wrong and turn from it; instead, under the pretext of believing doctrine, they say all their sins have been settled. The person who believes in the baptism the Lord received from John and in the Cross becomes a person in whose heart the Holy Spirit comes and who bears good fruit.

      • WHAT WAS THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST?

      That is why John the Baptist cried out to the people, “Repent, you brood of vipers!” The wilderness of Judea is a place without a single blade of grass. There is a place there where the water of the Jordan River gathers, and there John the Baptist cried out. Repent, you brood of vipers; how many years have you been doing this; have you not been committing sin and serving idols from the days of Solomon, after David died, until now; turn back, repent; otherwise you will go into the fire of hell—so he cried out.

      

      For four hundred years there was no servant of God in the nation of Israel. When the four hundred years had passed, there was one crying out in the wilderness, and he was John the Baptist. He was clothed in camel’s hair, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Bees built their hives in the trees and honey came from them, and he ate that and lived. He was completely cut off from society. His appearance was such, and his speech also was extraordinary. And he cried out the Messiah. The Messiah will come and save you; therefore repent, turn back; if you do not turn back, you will go into the fire—so he cried out.

      And then in verses 11 and 12 he says this: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

      I am one not worthy even to carry His sandals, not worthy even to wait on Him—that is what he meant. He is the almighty God, the great One, the One who has come as our Savior. That Jesus Christ, he said, will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. If you know that Jesus Christ is the Savior and believe in Him—that is, if you believe that He received baptism from John the Baptist and so had the sin of the world passed on to Him and washed it away, and believe that He hung on the Cross and received the judgment of sin for us and rose again—you receive the Holy Spirit as a gift.

      

      The word that He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire speaks of two things. To the one who has received the remission of sins, He gives the Holy Spirit as a gift, as the confirmation of salvation; and the one who does not believe the work of Jesus, He puts into the fire. The word that His winnowing fan is in His hand and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor means that He is the One who moves the history of the world, the One who governs and rules over everything. When the time comes, He has His servants preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit; those who accept it receive the remission of sins and at the same time receive the Holy Spirit as a gift and become children of God; but those who do not believe and do not accept it, who keep on insisting only on theological doctrines and deceiving, and those who are deceived by them and perish, He will put into the fire. If you believe, He will give you the eternal kingdom of heaven; if you do not believe but remain stubborn and act proud, He will surely put you into the unquenchable fire—that is the word.

      Therefore we must know and believe what the ministry of John the Baptist was. His ministry was the ministry of turning us from sin and testifying that Jesus Christ, with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, had our sins passed on to Him and washed them away, received the judgment of sin on the Cross, and rose again and became our Savior, so that we would return to the Lord. Otherwise, we must keep in mind this word, that He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Now the time is almost full. If nothing else, we can know it just by seeing the climate of the world changing. It will grow hotter and hotter, and many will die from various disasters and diseases, and after that the Antichrist will appear.

      • IT IS BECAUSE OF THE BAPTISM JESUS RECEIVED FROM JOHN THAT OUR SINS HAVE DISAPPEARED

      

      Everyone, because there was the ministry of John the Baptist, he gave baptism to Jesus and passed all the sins of mankind on to Him; and because Jesus bore the sin of the world with the baptism He received from John and washed away our sins, He went to the Cross, received the punishment of sin, and rose again and became our Savior. So we received the remission of sins by believing in that Jesus Christ. What we are to do on this earth is the role of John the Baptist. But they made theology and people all fell into it, and so theology is what opposes God. People are saying that if you learn theology and believe in Jesus firmly according to theological doctrine, fast, repent, feel contrition, and pray earnestly, you receive the Holy Spirit, and by that Spirit you are saved.

      Let me say it plainly. Why are the believers in Jesus in this world ruined? It is not because they commit many sins that they are ruined, nor because they are lacking, nor because they serve Jesus wrongly. Though such elements are not entirely absent, the most central factor is that they are ruined by believing in Jesus according to theology. I myself majored in theology, but I swept it all away. Only to know history can one refer to it—such and such happened in such a year; it is enough to know about that much.

      That Jesus received baptism from John and so had our sins passed on to Him once and for all and washed them away, hung on the Cross and died, and rose again and saved us—this is the core truth of Christianity. But theology says only that Jesus hung on the Cross and suffered and so saved us. Where on this earth is there anyone who has not heard even once that Jesus hung on the Cross and saved us, and who has not believed so? Ordinary people have believed that way for ten, twenty, thirty years. But have their sins disappeared? It was not on the Cross that sins disappeared. On the Cross He received the judgment of our sins, and what removed our sins is the baptism Jesus received from John. He received baptism and washed our sins away. How did He wash them away? The sin that was on this side was moved to that side; the sin that was here passed over, and on this side the sin is gone. That is sin being washed away.

      

      Suppose I owe someone a debt and have no ability to pay it. But one who loves me pays my debt for me, in my name, and receives the receipt and gives it to me. Then I only need to look at that receipt and believe that I am no longer a debtor. Must I pay that debt again myself? To pay the price of my sins I would have to die, so I could not pay it, and that is why you and I needed a Savior. Jesus, who became the Savior, came to this earth. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God sent His own Son to this earth, and that Son received baptism from John the Baptist and so took over all the sin of the world and washed it away, and received the judgment of sin on the Cross and saved us. We believe that fact and receive salvation. The receipt showing that Jesus received baptism from John and washed away our sins is the word of Scripture.

      To remove sins so pitch-black and so many, there must also be the blue color. The Lord came to this earth and received baptism, moving our sins over and washing them away; then He carried those sins to the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose again and became our Savior. The Cross is the place where He received the judgment of our sins. What remains more in our memory is that Jesus received baptism from John and washed away our sins. As the word says, “For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed” (John 6:55), the baptism Jesus received becomes the food of life that bore our sins.

      • WITH THE BAPTISM HE WASHED AWAY OUR SINS ONCE AND FOR ALL

      

      As we live on this earth, there are things we do wrong because of our lacking parts—and who has removed all those sins? Jesus, who came to this earth two thousand years ago, received baptism from John and washed our sins away once and for all. Even after we have received the remission of sins, the grace and the efficacy of the salvation with which the Lord saved us reach us daily. As one who takes a tonic receives the effect of that tonic, the baptism Jesus received from John gives us its efficacy every day. That is why we have no sin. We commit sins daily, but we realize, this was wrong, I must turn back, and we turn, and we believe that the Lord has borne and washed away this sin. Therefore we have started a new life.

      Otherwise, how could we start a new life? We can do wrong at any time, but at any time, by the faith that believes in the Lord, we have become new creations who can make a new start. This is the grace of salvation the Lord has given us. Where is there a greater grace than this? The grace of God, deeper than the deep waters of the sea, has come upon the believers. We can live a new life at any time, and at any time we can live serving what is right. Even when we have lacking parts, Jesus has already removed all those sins too, so He has made it possible for us to follow the Lord at any time with new faith and new resolve. How great a grace of the Lord this is! We have become those who are saved by believing in the salvation Jesus has given.

      Until it became so, there was the ministry of John the Baptist. Whoever ignores and throws away the ministry of John the Baptist ignores the ministry of Jesus as well. God sent John the Baptist six months ahead of Jesus. Who is John the Baptist? He is the son of a priest, and the prophecy of the Old Testament Scriptures is acknowledged up to John the Baptist. After John the Baptist gave baptism to Jesus and passed the sin of the world on to Him, he had done all his own ministry. So he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). I have now done all my work; Jesus must increase; all people must believe in Jesus and receive the remission of sins—that is what he meant. This is the truth of Scripture.

      

      Now the theologians and the Christian believers must abandon Christian theology. While saying that theology is not a real learning, they run large seminaries and gather people; but that is what people like, and Jesus hates such theology. He wishes there were no such theology on this earth. It is like the time when Judas was born and did the wicked deed of selling Jesus, and Jesus said it would have been good for that man if he had not been born. Everyone is born into this earth through parents, but if he meets Jesus it is a blessing, and if he goes without meeting Him, it would be rather better not to have been born. We, who had been born once and had to go to hell because of sin, came to know through the word of Scripture that the Lord came to this earth, heard it through the preachers, believed, and received salvation. Then now we must cry it out.

      • UNTIL I MET THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT…

      In the old days I would go up to a high place on a busy street and say, dear citizens, I stand here today to deliver good news to you; please lend your ears to my words for a moment—and standing there, I preached for an hour or two. In those days my voice was strong and I needed no microphone. But at that time, when I was crying out like that, I believed only in the blood of the Cross. At that time there was sin in my heart. When I committed a sin, I would think of the blood of the Cross, saying, how much it must have hurt Him, and turn back and resolve not to sin from then on. At first it seemed to work, but later I would commit the same sin again, and after a while commit the same sin yet again.

      

      Having tried it out like that, I came to know that sins do not disappear by offering prayers of repentance. Then what must I do—must I offer my life? That was not it either. Then how did Jesus remove our sins? In the Old Testament, when hands were laid on the sacrificial offering the sins passed over; then where is that in the New Testament? There had to be the place where Jesus received the laying on of hands and took over the sin of the world—where on earth is it? The core seemed to lie in the time when Jesus received baptism from John; but when you learn theology, the Scriptures look different. The word says that Jesus received baptism from John and so bore and washed away all the sins of the world, but when you learn theology, you keep trying to split it up and believe that Jesus took away the original sin, and the actual sins are remitted by offering prayers of repentance daily. It is because of the influence of theological doctrine.

      

      And so, about five years after I began to believe in Jesus, I had become a hypocritical Christian. I was a man with a compulsion for cleanness of heart. If I did anything even slightly against my conscience, my heart was so tormented I could not bear it. So I offered prayers of repentance, and when that did not work, I fasted and prayed for a week, fasted for three days, and strove; and after about five years of it I knew that however hard I tried it did not work, and by about ten years I had become a completely hypocritical Christian. Even so, others looked at me and said I was fit to be an elder. As soon as I believed in Jesus, I decided to quit drinking and smoking. If a believer in Jesus drinks and smokes, he disgraces God and disgraces himself, so let us part—and I crumpled up the cigarette pack and threw it into the cesspool. But as soon as I turned around, I wanted to smoke so badly I thought I would go mad. A man addicted to tobacco is worse off than most addicts. So I pleaded desperately with God for a year. Though I prayed for Him to make me quit, it was not cut off. If someone had smoked and thrown away a butt, I would glance around, pick it up, take one puff, and regret it again; throw it away and not smoke for two or three days, and then pick up another butt and smoke it. Drink I cut off at once, but this I could not cut off. So I prayed to God: God, if I cannot cut this off, I will have to give up believing in You or something. Give me grace.

      Then I went to a revival meeting, and the one leading the meeting read a psalm aloud: “As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God” (Psalm 42:1). As I listened to him reading this word of the Psalm, I was saying in my heart, God, my heart is like that; God, remember me—when suddenly fire fell on my head. It was invisible to the eyes, but a heat covered me, going down as when a sheet of paper burns downward. When it came down to my neck I endured it, but when it came down to my chest I could not endure it, and then it burned all the way down to the soles of my feet. After that time passed, joy overflowed in my heart beyond expression. Still, I did not show it and held it in; and after the meeting, as I was riding the bus home, without realizing it my hand drew out the cigarettes I had hidden away for emergencies. But looking at them, I said, why would I smoke this—and threw them away. From that time it was completely cut off.

      

      Everyone, then is that the work of God? From what I have experienced, even without being born again, even with sin in the heart, it can seem that the voice of God is heard, visions appear, tongues burst out, and one can experience receiving fire. I experienced all of that. When I was alone in my room, a voice would call my name. When I answered, it said, I am the God who saved you; I will be with you to the end of the world. A voice is heard, visions are seen, tongues burst out, signs and wonders happen, the heart grows full; and when there is a sick person, the urge rises up inside to run to him and lay hands on him in the name of Jesus Christ. But that was not being born again.

      Then later, while reading the word of Scripture, I met the scene from Matthew 3:13 on, where Jesus receives baptism from John. Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness; when Jesus had been baptized and came up from the water, the heavens were opened—that word. Why did Jesus, receiving baptism from John the Baptist, say that it is fitting for “us,” doing thus, to fulfill all righteousness? I receive baptism from you and you give baptism to me, and so all the right work is fulfilled—what is that? What could it be? Is it not the receiving over of sins! At that moment light came into my heart. Realization came. This word was the very word I had so longed to know. So I looked up the original language, and in Greek it is houtos (οὕτως)—in this way, by this method. It means that by the method of receiving baptism from John the Baptist, Jesus had our sins passed on to Him, bore them, and washed them away, and so granted us the salvation of God.

      So I searched the original language, searched the Scriptures, searched the Chinese Bible and the English Bible; and since there might still be a gap in me, I took out the books of famous theologians and looked up this part of the word. But precisely at this part they had written “a difficult passage,” and had written that Jesus received baptism to show humility, to set an example for us. After looking through them all, I knew: this is not in the books of men! But it is in the Scriptures—it is in the original text, it is in the King James Bible, it is in the Greek: that Jesus received baptism from John and fulfilled all righteousness, that He bore all sins and washed them away—that is in the Scriptures.

      

      Then I had no need to hesitate. And the sin of my heart disappeared white as snow. Before, my heart would sometimes be in a tangle, but peace came upon my heart like the ripples when a small stone falls into a great lake. I am a man without sin—peace, peace—that came into my heart. Having confirmed the word like that, I could not stay still. Since I knew the Scriptures—why Jesus received baptism, why He hung on the Cross, why He rose again—from then on I preached the gospel to everyone I met, and everyone who heard received the remission of sins. And they rejoiced so greatly. And then I became a heretic. In their eyes, if you have sin you must offer prayers of repentance, but here were people believing the gospel of the water and the Spirit, receiving the remission of sins, and rejoicing so much—so they called me a heretic, and I could not stay with them. So, having no choice, I said, if I do not preach this gospel, countless people will all go to hell; then I will follow the Lord’s will; since these people do not understand me, I must live apart from them until they understand—and I put two pairs of socks and a few pieces of underwear into a bag, took one satchel, left home in the clothes I was wearing, and went about working in construction-site bunkhouses and preaching the gospel. If I were to tell all the things that happened in that time, even a whole book would not be enough.

      • WE ARE THOSE WHO WAIT UPON THE GOSPEL LIKE JOHN THE BAPTIST

      

      And so I have become one who cries out this gospel together with you. If anyone shows me from the Scriptures that this gospel I believe and preach is wrong, I will give it up. But there is no one who can say from the Scriptures that it is wrong. Right now, people all over the world are hearing this gospel and receiving the remission of sins. Those people are testifying that this gospel we believe is the true gospel. They are people who have believed Christianity for a thousand years. I am so thankful that you, like John the Baptist, wait upon this gospel together with me.

      Everyone, not much time is left. I do not think the world will end right away. But not much of the good world in which we can serve the gospel is left. I believe that because of our faith, because of the gospel of the water and the Spirit that we preach, many lost souls all over the world will come to know the word of truth, believe in the Lord, receive salvation, and enter the Lord’s kingdom together with us.
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            BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 3:1-17 >

      

      “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’’ Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      • JOHN THE BAPTIST, WHO CRIED OUT REPENTANCE IN THE WILDERNESS OF JUDEA

      Matthew 1:1 begins, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” Chapter 1 tells us what faith we must have—faith like Abraham’s—if we are to enter into the world of Jesus Christ, who has become the eternal King of kings and saves us from sin.

      Chapter 2 records what happened when Jesus Christ was born into this earth. The wise men from the East saw the star and followed it, and Herod, who was then reigning as king in Judea, commanded that all the children two years old and under be killed in order to destroy the One born King of the Jews. So the sound of wailing rose over the whole land. But the family of Jesus received direction in a dream and fled to another country. Up to this point, it has shown the process of Jesus Christ being born into this earth.

      

      And coming to chapter 3, the word begins with “In those days.” We can know up to the birth of Jesus from chapter 2, but of the process of His growth afterward there is no record except a little in Luke, and Matthew says directly in chapter 3, “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’” (Matthew 3:1–2). Here, “In those days” means the time when Jesus had turned thirty. John the Baptist was also thirty, his birthday being six months ahead of Jesus.

      In those days John the Baptist was crying out and preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. It is just as the word says: “Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins” (Matthew 3:4–6).

      

      Then, in verses 7 to 12, John the Baptist spoke thus: “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father.” For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’” In a word, he cried out the baptism of repentance. Toward the Jews who had left God, did not believe, and served idols, he rebuked them as a brood of vipers. Hearing the sound of John the Baptist crying out repentance, the Jews and even the Pharisees, their leaders, came out to be baptized. But if they only said with their lips that they had done wrong, it was hell. So John the Baptist cried out to them to bear fruits worthy of repentance, to turn back in deed, and many people came out to John and were baptized as the token of their turning back.

      • THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST

      And from verse 13 comes the scene where Jesus receives the sin of the world passed on to Him. Matthew chapter 1 tells us that if we have faith like Abraham’s, we receive the salvation that Jesus Christ, the King of kings, gives; chapter 2 records briefly the persecution of King Herod; and then, leaping over from the birth, chapter 3 shows the ministry of Jesus that began at the age of thirty. Until a moment ago it was the ministry of John the Baptist, and from now on it is the ministry that Jesus Christ and John the Baptist fulfill together. Here comes the word that John the Baptist gives baptism to Jesus and passes the sin of the world on to Him, and Jesus receives the sin of the world onto His own body, hangs on the Cross and dies, and rises again from death and saves us.

      

      And that is all. The Scriptures do not explain this work again at length. So if we pass over Matthew 3:13–17 without knowing how Jesus bore our sins for us, from then on, however much we believe in Jesus, we do not receive the remission of sins. That John the Baptist leads people to repentance, and that Jesus receives baptism from John and has the sin of the world passed on to Him, goes to the Cross, and rises again from death and saves us from sin—this is the gospel, and this is the word of God. Whoever believes this word receives the remission of sins, and whoever does not believe this word goes to hell.

      With this baptism Jesus began His three years of ministry on this earth. Among it all, this work—that Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and so had the sin of the world passed on to Him, received the judgment on the Cross, and rose again—is the most important. Everything is contained within this. If a person believes in Jesus without knowing this exactly, that person ends up becoming a religionist, becoming someone who says he believes only with his lips, like the Pharisees who appear in the Scriptures. Whoever does not believe the saving ministry that Jesus came to this earth and accomplished will be destroyed. So we want to look into this part.

      It is Matthew 3:13–14: “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’” If “In those days” in 3:1 refers to when Jesus turned thirty, “Then” in verse 13 refers to when Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist. This ‘time’ is extremely important.

      John the Baptist knew who Jesus was. Because God sent John the Baptist to this earth and made him specially, a man filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb, he knew by the Holy Spirit: this is the Son of God. So John declined to give baptism to Jesus. I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me? “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).

      

      Then Jesus spoke. It is 3:15–17: “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      Jesus commanded John the Baptist. I intend to receive baptism from you; the purpose is that it is fitting for us, doing thus, to fulfill all righteousness; it is fitting that I receive baptism from you and by this method have all the sins of mankind passed on to My body through you, hang on the Cross, and rise again from death, and so save mankind from sin—that is the word. When Jesus spoke thus, John allowed it.

      When Jesus received baptism from John, the three persons of God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—all appeared here. The baptism Jesus received is the same as the laying on of hands of the Old Testament. As sins passed over when hands were laid on the sacrificial lamb in the Old Testament, John the Baptist laid his hands on the head of Jesus and gave Him baptism. To give baptism is to pass on sins; to be immersed in the water speaks of death; and to come up out of the water speaks of the resurrection.

      By receiving baptism from John, Jesus received our sins passed on to Him. The sin we inherited from our mother’s womb, the sins we commit as we live in this world from the cradle to the grave—the sins of every person, without a single one left out, were passed on to Jesus through the hands of John the Baptist. Jesus received the sin of the world passed on to Him and went into the water and came up, and He carried those sins and hung on the Cross, was nailed and died, and rose again and became our Savior.

      

      But who is it that testifies of this? First, the Holy Spirit. When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove and came upon Jesus. Second, a voice came from heaven and spoke: This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. God the Father Himself testified: My Son has obeyed what I appointed—with the baptism received from John He bore the sins of mankind, received the judgment of sin, and rose again from death to save mankind—He has obeyed that work. At that time the event of hanging on the Cross had not yet happened, but going into the water speaks of His death, and coming up out of the water speaks of the resurrection.

      • THAT JESUS RECEIVED BAPTISM FROM JOHN IS A VERY IMPORTANT EVENT

      That is why Jesus afterward carries out all His ministry. From His birth until He turned thirty there is almost no record. Only the scene appears where, at twelve, He went up to Jerusalem with His parents at the Passover and, on the way back, was in the temple questioning and answering with the teachers of the Law; there is no other record. Then where can we find that Jesus received our sins passed on to Him? We can know it from this word, that He received baptism from John. Why He received baptism—that is, that He received baptism in order to receive all sins passed on to Him—we know from here; and that the One who acknowledges that Jesus received the sin of the world through the baptism is God the Father, we also know from this word. We cannot know it anywhere else.

      

      After that, Jesus fasted forty days and was tempted by the devil, went about calling His disciples, remitted people’s sins, healed the sick, and taught His disciples with the word, and then one day He was nailed to the Cross. He shed His blood, said, It is finished, and died; and in three days He rose again according to the word, testified for about forty days, and ascended. Sorting it out from His birth, the major events are only four: that He was born; that at thirty He received baptism from John the Baptist and so had the sin of the world passed on to Him; that He gathered His disciples and taught them for three years and at the last hung on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose again; and that He ascended to the kingdom of heaven.

      Even if you look through to Matthew chapter 28, the major events are these four. Among them, the receiving of baptism, which comes after the birth, is that important. When Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, all the sins of mankind were passed on to Jesus. If you leave this out, the rest can be thought of as merely, so that is how it was—the history of the nation of Israel. All four Gospels speak in this way. They record the birth of Jesus and His receiving of baptism as extremely important, and then unfold with His being tempted, His calling of the disciples, and His hanging on the Cross.

      Suppose we know that Jesus received baptism out of humility, and we know that He gathered and taught His disciples, that He received all the judgment on the Cross, that He rose again from death and became our Savior, and that He ascended to the kingdom of heaven—then when were your sins and mine passed on to the body of Jesus Christ? When were they transferred? When we buy land, the registration is transferred. Before, it is recorded in the name of the seller, but when we lawfully pay the price and buy it, the registration is transferred into the name of the buyer.

      

      Because it is such an important event, the Scriptures devote a whole chapter to the ministry of John the Baptist and the ministry of Jesus. This event—thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness—is an extremely important event in the sight of God the Father. Since Jesus Christ was born into this earth, He had to receive our sins passed on to Him. If He hung on the Cross without receiving our sins over, Jesus becomes One who did something that has nothing to do with us. Because He took our sins upon Himself, His hanging on the Cross and dying also becomes His hanging there in our place and receiving the judgment of our sins, and that becomes the merit that saves us. If He had hung on the Cross and died without receiving your sins and mine over, then even if He died on it a hundred times, we would only pity and sympathize. It would only amount to thinking, how it must have hurt when He was nailed. That way He cannot become the Jesus who was nailed to the Cross for us.

      If we would believe in Jesus, we must know and believe all of this: the birth of Jesus; that He received baptism from John the Baptist and so received our sins passed on to Him; that for that reason He was nailed to the Cross and received the judgment of our sins for us; and that He died and rose again and became our Savior. Jesus commanded John the Baptist: I intend to receive baptism from you and fulfill all righteousness; I intend to receive all the sins of all people passed on to Me and receive all the judgment Myself, and so accomplish your salvation. Why did He receive it from John the Baptist? Because John the Baptist is the greatest among those born of women—the representative of mankind. God raised up one man as the representative, and by Jesus’ receiving baptism from him, He received all the sins of mankind passed on to Him, and carried those sins and was judged on the Cross and died and rose again. This is the wisdom of God.

      

      So Jesus did exactly as He had said. “Thus” in verse 15 is in Greek houtos (οὕτως), that is, ‘in this way,’ and by doing so He fulfilled all ‘righteousness’ (dikaiosynē, δικαιοσύνη). Even though Jesus came to this earth as the Savior of sinners, without the ministry of receiving baptism from John the Baptist He could not have received our sins passed on to Him. That is why Jesus bowed His head before John the Baptist. As the priest laid hands on the sacrificial offering in the Old Testament and passed the sins on, He did so according to the law of salvation God had established, in order to fulfill the word prophesied in the Old Testament.

      Jesus received baptism at a place where the water of the Jordan River came up above the waist. John laid his two hands on the head of Jesus and gave Him baptism, and Jesus was immersed in the water and came up. At that moment the Holy Spirit descended like a dove, and immediately there was a voice from heaven. This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased—according to My will He received baptism from John the Baptist and received the sin of the world passed on to Him; My Son will hang on the Cross, shed His blood and die, and rise again from death, and so fulfill your complete salvation—that is the word. Though He is My Son, He obeyed and submitted to the Father’s will in faith and accomplished this work, and so He is My beloved Son—that is what He said.

      • JESUS DID NOT RECEIVE BAPTISM TO SHOW HUMILITY

      Everyone, is this event Jesus receiving baptism out of humility? Many theologians say that Jesus received baptism to show humility—though there are also theologians who do not say so. Going back in history, in A.D. 325 the Roman emperor Constantine held a religious council in the region of Nicaea, left out Jesus’ receiving of baptism, and made and proclaimed a creed of faith. That is the Nicene Creed, and it is the Apostles’ Creed we are using. It means the articles of faith made in the region of Nicaea. In it, the baptism Jesus received is missing.

      

      Abraham of Matthew 1:1 is the one who believed the word of God and whose faith was acknowledged before God, and David is the king most loved by God among the kings of Israel. God promised to raise up his descendant as King. Then how does one enter into the world of Jesus Christ? One must enter by the faith that believes the ministry Jesus Christ performed. In order that Jesus might bear the sins of all mankind, the descendants of Adam—the sins of every person from the creation of the heavens and the earth until the day mankind ends—God caused John the Baptist to be conceived in the womb of Elizabeth, the wife of the priest Zacharias, six months ahead of Jesus.

      Elizabeth was one who had long passed the age of childbearing and could not conceive. But while Zacharias was offering the sacrifice inside the sanctuary, an angel appeared and said, I will give you a child. The details of this are recorded in Luke. Zacharias was astonished that an angel appeared, and still more could not believe the word that his wife would be given a child; so the angel said, you shall be mute. Though he wanted to speak, no words would come out. Afterward Elizabeth conceived, and in ten months the child was born; and when the name was to be given, the people of the clan wanted to name him after his father, but Zacharias asked for a writing tablet and wrote in letters, ‘John.’ Then at that moment his mouth was loosed, and Zacharias spoke, praising God and prophesying. God did this so that, until all He had spoken was fulfilled, Zacharias would not keep speaking negative words in unbelief.

      

      Jesus did not receive baptism to show humility. Yet people keep trying to deny that Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist. They call John, who gave baptism to Jesus, one who fell while living the life of faith, one who doubted the ministry of Jesus and fell from faith. If you look at Matthew chapter 11, when John the Baptist was imprisoned and facing martyrdom, he sent his own disciples to Jesus to ask, are You the One who is to come? That was so that, after he died, his disciples would not scatter but go to Jesus. Jesus said to the disciples of John, “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them’” (Matthew 11:4–5). The disciples of John returned and delivered these words to John the Baptist; and in fact a man like Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist who became a disciple of Jesus, and it is recorded in the Scriptures that several others became disciples of Jesus in that way.

      But the Roman emperor who held the council of Nicaea to ignore and remove Jesus’ receiving of baptism did so, and today’s theologians and believers in Jesus also keep branding John the Baptist as one who failed in faith. Everyone, what did John the Baptist fail in? He failed in nothing. Can you speak of the wrong of the highest ruler directly to his face? John the Baptist was killed because he said plainly, before the people’s eyes, that it was sin for Herod to take his brother’s wife. There is no one who carried out the work of God as well as John the Baptist and departed. And yet people brand John the Baptist a failure of faith and distort the baptism Jesus received into a baptism received to show humility. That is what Satan the devil makes them do. The very first thing Jesus did in His public ministry to save mankind from sin was to receive baptism from John. He received baptism in order to receive all our sins passed on to Him.

      

      • TO BELIEVE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS IS THE SAME AS THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM

      You cannot imagine how important this is. However well you believe in Jesus—even if, without knowing the fact that Jesus received baptism from John and so received the sin of the world passed on to Him, you believe only in the Cross and the precious blood and daily lay down your life for the Lord—if you do not believe the fact that Jesus received your sins passed on to Him, shed His blood, and rose again from death and became your Savior, then where are your sins? They are still in your own heart. That is why Jesus said that to fulfill all righteousness He must receive baptism from John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, and God the Father Himself testified to this.

      And when Jesus received baptism from John and so received the sin of the world passed on to Him, the Holy Spirit came. We also, when we know and believe the fact that Jesus received baptism from John, hung on the Cross and died, and rose again and became our Savior, receive the Holy Spirit as a gift in our hearts. It is the same. The Holy Spirit is not received by going to a prayer mountain after believing in Jesus, nor received when one offers prayers of repentance. The Holy Spirit is not One who comes because we ask Him to come and goes because we ask Him to go. When Peter preached the gospel, he spoke thus: “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 2:38).

      

      Everyone, with the baptism Jesus received, our sins were passed on to Jesus, and Jesus was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, and rose again from death and became our Savior. When we believe that fact, our sins passed over to Jesus Christ; when Jesus Christ was judged, we also were judged; and when Jesus Christ rose again, we also came back to life. It is just as the word says: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).

      To believe the ministry Jesus performed is the way to become a person of faith like Abraham. Just as Abraham believed the word of God and his faith was acknowledged before God, we also become descendants of Abraham by believing, as it is recorded in the word, the fact that Jesus came to this earth, received baptism from John the Baptist at the age of thirty, hung on the Cross, shed His blood, died, and rose again and became our Savior. We are acknowledged as people of faith like Abraham. This is the faith the Scriptures require of us. God does not appear to us in person and speak. If you feel that He does, that is a scheme of Satan the devil. God has given us this word—promised in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New—and asks, Jesus bore your sins with the baptism, hung on the Cross, and rose again from death; do you believe this word? And when we say, I believe, He says, your faith is right. God sees our faith and comes upon us with the Holy Spirit and makes us His people.

      But people ignore this important event. Today, in the twenty-first century, there are about 2.3 billion people who believe in Jesus, and they all alike believe the Nicene Creed—the Apostles’ Creed—in which the baptism is missing and only the Cross remains. And they say that John the Baptist failed. No one speaks of the fact that Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and so received our sins passed on to Him. Rather, they try to brand as a heretic the one who speaks of it. But who is the heretic? Heresy means being different—and who is it that believes differently from the word of God? The one who believes leaving out the baptism Jesus received from John is the one who believes differently.

      

      So we testify to it all—by books, by Bible studies, by questions, by sermons, by the word. If they do not believe even after we have testified, the Lord will deal with it as He sees fit. He told us to leave vengeance to the Lord, so we do not try to repay. If a person believes, he is one who will receive blessing; if he does not believe, he is a pitiable person. However much wealth and glory he enjoys on this earth, when death comes it is the end. So we pity them and have compassion on them and leave it in books and hand it down. If anyone would say that this preaching is wrong, let him say it with the word of Scripture. The word of Scripture is recorded like this—and if you do not believe the word of Scripture, what do you believe? Do you believe theological doctrine? Theological doctrine is the thought of man. That Jesus saved us by the Cross without the baptism—that is theological doctrine, and by believing the thought of man you can never receive the remission of sins.

      “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). By hearing the word of Christ, the word of God—realizing, so Jesus received baptism from John and bore my sins at that time; so He hung on the Cross, received the judgment of my sins for me, and rose again—and believing, we receive salvation.

      

      Why did the Scriptures not record the process of Jesus’ growth? If it had been recorded what He did at twenty and what happened when He was twenty-five, people would have been steeped in it for a while and then met the scene of His receiving baptism. But the Scriptures record His birth, record that He went briefly to Egypt to escape Herod’s persecution and returned, and then immediately John the Baptist appears and Jesus’ receiving baptism from John the Baptist appears. That is why people do not think it important when they read. They pass over it: so He was baptized, fasted forty days in the wilderness, gathered His disciples, ministered three years, was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, died and rose again, testified forty days, and ascended.

      • THE TWO AXES OF SALVATION

      What is the ministry of Jesus that remains most in people’s minds? The ministry of hanging on the Cross. This too is extremely important, but salvation has two axes. As a house is raised on two pillars, to raise the axis of salvation, we are saved by the two pillars: that Jesus received baptism from John and so received the sin of the world passed on to Him, and that He hung on the Cross, received the judgment of sin, and rose again from death and became our Savior. The truth consists of those two axes: the baptism Jesus received from John, and His being nailed to the Cross, shedding His blood, and rising again from death. The truth of salvation made of these two axes has saved you and me. This is His saving us by the water and the Spirit.

      

      That Jesus received the sin of the world passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John, hung on the Cross and shed His precious blood, and died and lived again and saved us—all this is the work of God. It is the work God accomplished by sending the Son of God. That is why we call it the gospel of the water and the Spirit. To unfold it in detail: the water is the baptism Jesus received, and the blood is the blood Jesus shed on the Cross, and in all these works the Holy Spirit was together. When Jesus was conceived in the body of Mary, He was conceived by the Holy Spirit; when Jesus received baptism from John, the Holy Spirit who was in Jesus said that it is fitting, doing thus, to fulfill all righteousness; and after He received baptism, God the Father testified. So the Scriptures say that Jesus came not only by water but by water and blood, and say, “For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one –ASV” (1 John 5:8).

      So we call this, in a word, the gospel of the water and the Spirit. That Jesus received baptism from John, died on the Cross, and rose again and saved us—this was the work of God the Holy Spirit, the work of God the Father, and the work of Jesus Christ. It is our salvation that these three persons planned and accomplished. The disciples believed so, and so they recorded it in the Scriptures. Matthew testifies of Jesus, who as the King of kings was born to save His people, received baptism from John at thirty and so received the sin of the world passed on to Him, hung on the Cross, and rose again from death and saved us.

      Jesus is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. He is the One who created the heavens and the earth by the word—who can be compared with Jesus? We must believe the baptism Jesus received from John as it appears in the four Gospels, and believe the event of His hanging on the Cross, and believe also that He rose again from death and became our Savior. To try to enter the kingdom of heaven without believing this fact is to keep making God a liar, and so one cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. God had His own Son receive baptism from John, hang on the Cross, and rise from death, and so saved us—why then do you believe leaving out the work that God the Father and Jesus and the Holy Spirit planned and accomplished together? It is recorded like this in the Scriptures—why do you not believe it? God is speaking that word. We must surely become those who believe.
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            WE MUST REFORM OUR FAITH

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 3:13-17 >

      “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      • WHAT IS THE REFORMATION OF FAITH?

      We must reform our faith. It is about this that I wish to speak. To say that we must reform our faith means to correct our faith and believe. You may have heard the phrase the Reformation of religion, but the phrase the reformation of faith is unfamiliar. Yet this phrase is the one that ought to be used most within Christianity today. Only by carrying out the reformation of faith can we live.

      

      In Catholicism there are seven holy rites called the seven sacraments. The first of them is baptism, and they teach that if you believe in Jesus and are baptized, the original sin is remitted. One might pass over it, thinking that the elders of each denomination must have made their doctrines. But when you look into it, there is a root to it.

      • THE RELIGION MADE BY EMPEROR CONSTANTINE AND THE NICENE CREED

      In A.D. 313 the Edict of Milan was issued. It meant that Rome would take Christianity as its state religion, and the emperor at that time was Constantine the Great. In those days Rome was divided into east and west and unsettled; sometimes two emperors, sometimes four, ruled the country. In that situation Constantine became the true sole ruler, and with the political purpose of having to unify the divided country, he gathered the leaders of the believers in Jesus and the philosophers and began to make theological doctrine. He had the believers in Jesus testify and answer questions about what kind of believing is salvation, had it all written down and handed over to the philosophers, and said, you are the experts at framing words, so take this and make Christian doctrine. So the seven sacraments, the seven holy rites, were made. Through these methods, they said, one becomes a true believer, a person who receives blessing, a person firm in faith.

      

      One of them is baptism. And they held a religious council in the region of Nicaea, and the philosophers drew up the gist of what the core of Christian faith is. ‘I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.’ The Apostles’ Creed we are using came from here.

      Having made this one gist of faith, they proclaimed that Rome had chosen Christianity and was a Christian nation. But among the citizens of Rome there were many who believed other religions. The state had them read this core content, and if they agreed, it acknowledged them as Christian believers, and gave them the benefit of being seated even in public office if they had the ability. Then a problem arose. A man who had believed in the sun god asked, may I believe what I have believed and also believe this? If you tell me to abandon the sun god I have believed until now, I cannot believe, but if you tell me to believe both, I will believe. It was the same with the man who believed in the god Zeus. Since the emperor told them to believe and gave benefits besides, they said they believed it all while keeping their own religions as they were.

      So when they read the Nicene Creed and said, so Jesus hung on the Cross and died and saved us; the most central thing is this; I believe—they were baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. If they were baptized like that, it was acknowledged that the original sin inherited from Adam had been remitted, and they were acknowledged: you are from now on a Christian believer. From then on benefits were granted, and if they took the civil examinations they were even passed; so, to receive the benefits, countless Roman citizens believed in Jesus and were baptized while believing their own religions too. If you are baptized, the original sin is remitted; the sins you commit afterward are remitted if you offer prayers of repentance; and you must reach sanctification—this much is the basic doctrine they taught.

      

      Emperor Constantine told the people to believe in order to unify their hearts, not so that they would become true Christians. In that way the people were brought into harmony; great church buildings were built, and they gathered there and worshiped and enjoyed the benefits. While believing all the things they had believed before, they put their names down as Christian believers, and were baptized as the token of it. That is how the citizens of Rome became Christians. They made the gist of faith called the Nicene Creed in 325. In the council of Nicaea there were also many good decisions, sorting out what is orthodox and what is heresy. Nevertheless, the point is that man made the core gist of faith. Since they made it and they believe it, we have no need to interfere.

      The problem, however, is that it has influenced even the Christian believers living in the twenty-first century today. They made the Nicene Creed in A.D. 325 and afterward held more councils and made many doctrines, and history flowed on and it became the Middle Ages. It became what historians call the Dark Ages. So many people were dragged to religious trials, judged, and put to death, and there were many such evils. Then, as the great Basilica of Peter was being built, the pope of Rome, having no money, made and sold tickets called indulgences. If you bought this indulgence, a soul gone to hell would come up a little; a soul for which more money was paid would go as far as purgatory; and one who paid an enormous amount could even go to heaven, they said. With the money from selling those various tickets, today’s great Basilica of Peter was built. So came the corruption of religion.

      

      Emperor Constantine was a man who, while believing in the sun god, said that Jesus appeared in his dream and told him to go to war with the Cross at the front, and when he did so, he won the war. His mother was a Christian believer. So he thought, Jesus helps me; then I must believe in Jesus and also believe in the sun god—and so he believed. Time passed, Constantine also died, the popes came, and the priests, bishops, and cardinals came; and for a thousand years the Roman Catholic believers multiplied, but it became the Dark Ages, an age in which sin abounded.

      • TO HAVE TRUE FAITH, WE MUST CARRY OUT THE REFORMATION OF FAITH

      So people appeared who said the religion must be reformed. Men like Martin Luther, John Knox, and Zwingli. They appeared and for two or three hundred years said, Catholicism has gone wrong; we must reform; we must correct it and believe. But there was a problem. They too had learned the Scriptures from Roman Catholicism, and even when they looked at the Scriptures for themselves, understanding did not come of itself. So they had no choice but to bring out the seven sacraments, the annotated Bibles, the interpretations, the books of sermons, and the histories that Catholicism had made—all made by Catholic theologians—and look at them, marking as they went: this need not be corrected; this must be corrected—and picked things out. That is how today’s Christian theology came into being.

      

      Therefore these things have brought us many problems. Is the Catholicism Emperor Constantine made unrelated to Christians? Far from unrelated: they took all that was in Catholicism and made the doctrines of Christian theology. So when you compare Catholic doctrine and Christian doctrine, Catholic doctrine has somewhat more and Christian doctrine somewhat less—that is all; it was all copied from Catholicism, taking and using the good parts. Are you not the same? When you do not know how to do a job, do you not take what those who went before have done, imitate what pleases you and make it your own, and leave out what does not please you? They brought over the syncretistic faith of Catholicism as it was and, while claiming to reform, accepted the good and rejected the bad. So Christianity, when you look into it, is similar to Catholicism.

      Look carefully at the garments the priests wear and the garments today’s pastors wear. They are not identical, but they are very similar. The church buildings too: the cathedrals, having more money, were built more splendidly, and the Christian chapels a little smaller—only that; the designs set into the windows are similar, and the way they hold communion is similar. In Roman Catholicism they say, ‘Lamb of God, You who take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us,’ and place the wafer in the believers’ mouths or on their palms and call it the bread of life. In Christianity too they say that Jesus was sacrificed for us, that He told us to eat His flesh and blood, and hand out bread and wine at communion. It is not that they came out of Roman Catholicism and did something original that they had realized themselves; they brought it all out of Catholicism and imitated it as it was. So the syncretistic religion of Catholicism influenced Christianity, and Roman Catholicism and Christianity differ only about as much as the head family house and a branch house. But this is very wrong.

      

      So the religious reformers carried out the Reformation from the 1400s to the 1600s, and today’s Christian denominations were mostly all made at that time. The latest-made denominations arose in the 1900s. But they too are imitating and using the same doctrines that are in Catholicism. The religious reformers carried out the Reformation, but nothing changed. Why is that? Because what Catholicism made was not made from a realization of the word. It was not made with a knowledge of the gospel of the water and the Spirit; they took what earlier men had made and used it, and so they were dyed with that same water.

      Then what must we do? To have true faith in the twenty-first century, we must carry out the reformation of faith. Though the Reformation was carried out, things are still wrong: people do not know the Scriptures, know them wrongly, and though they believe in Jesus there is sin in their hearts. They believed, as Catholicism taught, that if you believe in Jesus and are baptized the original sin is remitted, and that the actual sins committed daily are remitted if you offer prayers of repentance—they did exactly as taught, and yet the sins did not disappear. Because they do not disappear, people are still struggling now. Because sins do not disappear, some fall into mysticism; saying that one must live virtuously, that to avoid committing sin one must seal one’s mouth, there are even monks who do not open their mouths all day, for a month, or for six months. If they do not open their mouths they commit no sin and so become holy, they say; they try this and try that, but having tried everything, it does not work.

      • THE CORE OF TRUE FAITH—THE BAPTISM BY WHICH JESUS RECEIVED THE SIN OF THE WORLD PASSED ON TO HIM THROUGH JOHN

      

      So what I wish to speak of from now on is that we must carry out the reformation of true faith. Now it is not the Reformation of religion that we should carry out; since believing the theology religionists made has not removed a single sin, we must stop that, and from now on we must look at the word of God, hear the word that causes us to be born again, receive the remission of sins in our hearts, and become the true people of God. That is how we must live the life of faith.

      Then what is the core of true faith? It is the word we read today, Matthew 3:13–17. When Jesus came to John the Baptist at the Jordan River to be baptized, John tried to prevent Him. “And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’” Then Jesus spoke. “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him.” Jesus received baptism from John. And so He fulfilled all righteousness.

      This is the very faith necessary for the reformation of true faith. Jesus came to save us from sin, received baptism from John and so received the sin of the world passed on to Him, carried those sins and hung on the Cross and died, and rose again and became our Savior; so now we must be born again by believing this truth, and live the life of faith by it. We must believe according to the word of God and receive the remission of sins, follow God in the state of having no sin, and preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which God desires, to the whole world. So what I am saying now is that the teaching—believe in Jesus and be baptized and the original sin is remitted—is wrong, and this is what must be reformed first.

      

      Because we believe this truth, just as it comes from Matthew 3:15 on—that Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and so received the sin of the world passed on to His own body, hung on the Cross, died, and rose again and became our Savior—we confess our faith when we hold a baptismal service. I am baptized because I believe. The one giving baptism asks, ‘Do you believe in Jesus?’ and the answer is, ‘Yes, I believe that Jesus is my Savior.’ ‘How did He become your Savior?’ ‘I surely believe that Jesus, by receiving baptism from John at the Jordan River, received my sins—the sin of the world—passed on to Him, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again and became my Savior.’ Then he says, ‘Your faith is right. I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’ Being baptized because one believes like this is completely different from being baptized while knowing little of Jesus—knowing only the name of Jesus and knowing only theoretically that He hung on the Cross—and being acknowledged as a believer in Jesus just for becoming a baptized church member.

      This is where the Reformation of religion and the reformation of true faith differ. Religion simply asks, ‘Do you believe?’ and at ‘Yes, I believe,’ gives baptism, and then counts the person as having received the remission of sins. From there came infant baptism. Adult or child, if one believes in Jesus and is baptized, he is counted as saved for the time being—even though he has sin. If you ask how a small child who does not even know sin can believe and be baptized, they say that the parents stand as guarantors and will teach him, and so they administer infant baptism in childhood. Thus from childhood one obtains the token of having become God’s people by infant baptism. It is because Catholicism made that the token and acknowledged it. In this way religion makes things as it needs them and says that if you believe accordingly, it is unconditionally salvation. But true faith is not something man makes; it is our believing, according to the word, what God planned, promised, and fulfilled as He had promised. It is completely different.

      

      The word of Scripture speaks thus. Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist at the Jordan River and so received all our sins over, so that the sins moved position and were all passed on to the body of Jesus; and Jesus gave His body to the Cross, shed His precious blood, paid all the price of our sins and washed all our sins away, and rose again from death and became our Savior. So the one who believes becomes one who has received salvation. So it differs from baptism onward—from the very root. Religion is making Christian doctrine oneself and believing it oneself; true faith is hearing, through those who went before, what is already recorded in the Scriptures, confirming in the word whether it is so or not, and when it is so, believing this word, and salvation comes. This is the difference.

      In Leviticus of the Old Testament there is the law of sacrifice God established. If one laid hands on the sacrificial offering God had appointed, the sins were passed on; then the animal was slain, its blood was taken and put on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and the flesh was burned on the altar; and God promised that He then removed that person’s sins completely. Also, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest, to remove at once the sins of the people that had accumulated, laid hands on the sacrificial offering and passed the people’s sins onto it, slew that offering, took its blood, entered the sanctuary of God, and sprinkled the blood seven times on the mercy seat above the ark of the covenant, and so removed the people’s sins. In the Old Testament era He appointed it so, and those who believed so received the remission of sins, and those who did it as a formality did not.

      

      And coming to the New Testament era, in Matthew chapter 3, when Jesus came to John the Baptist to be baptized, John tried to prevent Him, but Jesus commanded him to permit it. You are to give Me baptism. And as John gave Him baptism, thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness—that is, it is the receiving of all people’s sins onto My body; and I will be judged and die and rise again and become your Savior. I am originally the Creator, but I have come as your Savior; so whoever believes in Me receives salvation; the baptism I have received becomes the food of life that has borne your sins; you were to perish because of sin, but if you receive salvation you become God’s people—that is the word.

      • NOT THE REFORMATION OF RELIGION, BUT THE REFORMATION OF TRUE FAITH…

      So we must carry out the reformation of true faith in this age and believe in Jesus. In the old days, if a person praised Jesus unconditionally without knowing about Him, and thought emotionally of Jesus’ death on the Cross—how much it must have hurt Him—and believed like that, the religious leaders acknowledged such faith, saying, that man has received grace. But in the church that carries out the reformation of true faith, that is not acknowledged as faith. Weeping and wailing is not acknowledged. One looks at the word, hears the word, and confirms whether one believes as it is recorded in this word or not. When one has confirmed and believed, one carries out the true reformation of faith and becomes a true reformer.

      

      Living in the twenty-first century, we must become true reformers of faith. We must correct what we believed in the religious way according to the word, receive the remission of sins, become God’s people, and become God’s workers. Only then can we go to the Lord’s kingdom when the Lord comes again; and while we live on this earth, because there is no sin in our hearts, we can live in peace, and we can also receive the Holy Spirit in our hearts as a gift. The thousand years of the Middle Ages believed in the religious way are of no use. In Catholicism there are many called saints, beginning with Augustine, but though the religious world may acknowledge them as saints, within the world of true faith such people are not acknowledged. Those who came out of the Catholic religion came out carrying the same theological doctrines and believed the same way, and so they too are still sinners. However long they have believed in Jesus, because there is sin in their hearts they must offer prayers of repentance daily, weep daily, try to live virtuously, and there are many who live counting their faith as being there, and so pass away.

      Some people, since weeping does not work, sacrificing does not work, and fasting prayers do not work, say they will do it by faith. But you must not believe in the religious way, believing religious doctrine. In today’s Christianity too there is religious doctrine, and if you believe that way there is no salvation. Is there salvation if you believe only in the Cross of Jesus? There is no salvation. You must know and believe that Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and so received our sins passed on to Him and bore the sin of the world, was nailed to the Cross in our place, shed His blood, died, and rose again and became our true Savior. You must believe as it is recorded in the Scriptures. Then the Holy Spirit acknowledges in that heart, your faith is right. As Abraham believed the word of God and his faith was acknowledged as right, we also, when we believe the recorded word of God, are acknowledged in our faith by God. So we must carry out the true reformation of faith. Roman Catholics must reform, but Christian religionists must also reform. Christian religionists are not truly people of faith.

      

      I say this openly. I will also leave it in books and deliver it to the whole world. You may say, will you not be slandered for speaking so? But it is not a matter for slander. It is to save countless people. It is not to attack their religion but to have them carry out the reformation of faith. To reform, one must know what is wrong. Why do those who believed a thousand years before us, and the Christians who have believed for hundreds of years since, still believe in Jesus and yet, because the sin in their hearts has not disappeared, call themselves sinners? We must teach this properly and testify what the Scriptures say, so that they may know that if they believe as the word says, the sin in their hearts disappears and they become reformers of faith. I do not hate those people personally. If they choose to believe that way, that is their believing; only, to believe in Jesus properly now, one must carry out not the Reformation of religion but the reformation of faith. Even today people gather and pray to be enabled to carry out a religious reformation—but what is the use of reforming religion? It is bringing over the same content and believing it. Now we must carry out the reformation of faith.

      Faith comes by hearing, and hearing is in the word of God, the word of truth. He said, “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). If you look at the word of God and believe according to the word, the heart is corrected. That is how we must believe. This is the true reformation of faith.

      • THE EVIDENCE OF SALVATION SHOWN BY THE FOUR THREADS OF THE TABERNACLE

      

      The Tabernacle also tells us this. In the Tabernacle, the salvation that removes the people’s sins is in the four threads. The blue, purple, and scarlet thread and the fine white linen thread—with these four threads the gate of the Tabernacle was woven and hung, and the curtains inside the house of God were all woven with these four colors of thread and hung, and the veil in the middle of the sanctuary was also woven with the four threads. This is what it intimates to us. The purple speaks of Jesus being the King of kings; the blue speaks of the fact that the King of kings came to this earth and received baptism from John the Baptist and so received the sin of the world passed on to His own body; and the scarlet speaks of Jesus, who was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, and died. The fine white linen thread means that whoever believes these three works becomes a righteous person. By the roles of the blue, purple, and scarlet threads Jesus Christ has saved mankind from sin, and that whoever believes this fact, this truth, becomes righteous—that is the meaning of the white linen thread.

      We become righteous, become workers, and go to the kingdom of heaven by believing according to the word. This age must carry out the reformation of true faith; if we follow the faith that tries to do the Reformation better and make its conduct more upright, we can only become the same as they. For every person is lacking, and there is not a single perfect person. As it says, “There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10), there was not one right person. But if we believe that Jesus Christ came to this earth and, by receiving baptism from John, received passed on to His body all the sins the Law speaks of, was nailed to the Cross, died and rose again, and became our Savior, we receive salvation. We call Jesus the Christ, the Savior, our Redeemer, the Lord. It is because He is the One who did the roles of King, High Priest, and Prophet and saved us from sin. We receive salvation by believing in that Jesus. The Scriptures speak entirely about Jesus.

      

      For sins black as pitch to disappear white as snow, we must believe, as the blue, purple, and scarlet threads say, that Jesus came to this earth in the flesh of man, received baptism from John the Baptist and so received the sin of the world passed on to His own body, was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, died and rose again, and saved us by the water, the blood, and the Spirit. If we believe that, we are changed into people of faith like the color of gold. We become people who can enter the kingdom of heaven. This is the core of the Scriptures. We must carry out the reformation of faith and meet the Lord in this age of which little remains. Meeting the Lord is not so difficult.

      It is not that if you believe in Jesus and are baptized, the original sin is remitted.If Jesus took away the original sin and removes the sins committed daily one by one, Jesus would have to shed His blood every day. The death of Jesus is once, and that is the end. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one death, and one resurrection. Through His life of thirty-three years, Jesus received baptism from John, hung on the Cross, died and rose again, and so removed all our sins once and for all, and said that whoever believes is His people. This is the core truth of the Scriptures, the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We must carry out the true reformation of faith and receive salvation, and become people of faith who can receive the Lord whenever He comes, those who have received the blessing of God.
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            THE REASON JESUS HAD TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 3:13-17 >

      “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      • “FOR ALL THE PROPHETS AND THE LAW PROPHESIED UNTIL JOHN”

      

      I wish to share the word about where the reason lay that Jesus had to receive baptism from John. With that baptism Jesus received the sin of the world passed on to Him, died on the Cross, and rose again and became our Savior, and Matthew 11:13 speaks of the reason thus: “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” The word prophesied in the Old Testament era, what was prophesied about Jesus, what the Law taught about Jesus Christ, the method of removing sins in Leviticus—all these prophesied things reach until John.

      That Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River and received baptism from John the Baptist was in order to fulfill all the word of the Old Testament. So we must know this well. Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist in order to fulfill all the word of the Old Testament—to bear all our sins and to become the sacrificial offering Himself.

      • THE LAYING ON OF HANDS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT—GOD’S LAW FOR PASSING ON SINS

      Let us look at Leviticus 1:1–4. “Now the LORD called to Moses, and spoke to him from the tabernacle of meeting, saying, ‘Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: “When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of the livestock—of the herd and of the flock. If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD. Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.”’”

      

      It said that all the prophets and the law prophesied until John—and that very Law, Leviticus, spoke like this. One is to bring an offering of the herd or of the flock, and if it is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, one must offer a male without blemish so that God may accept it gladly; and verse 4 speaks of the laying on of hands. If he lays his hand on the head of the burnt offering, it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him. The baptism Jesus received from John at the Jordan River is this very laying on of hands. Jesus came to this earth, said that it is fitting for us, doing thus, to fulfill all righteousness, and received baptism from John the Baptist; and to receive baptism is to receive the laying on of hands, and to receive sins passed over.

      Let us read Leviticus 4:1–4. “Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the children of Israel, saying: “If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and does any of them, if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him offer to the LORD for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering. He shall bring the bull to the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD, lay his hand on the bull’s head, and kill the bull before the LORD.”’” The commandments of the LORD mean the Law. If anyone wrongly transgresses even one of the words He commanded to do or not to do—if the anointed priest sins and brings guilt on the people—he is to bring a young bull without blemish to the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD, lay his hand on its head, and kill it before the LORD. God surely promised this through Moses. The first case is the priest. If the priest sins and brings guilt on the people, he must bring the sacrificial offering, lay hands on it and pass the sins on, and then take the blood, place the flesh on the altar of burnt offering, and offer the sacrifice.

      

      Of the sacrifice offered when the priest has sinned, verse 6 says, “The priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of the blood seven times before the LORD, in front of the veil of the sanctuary” (Leviticus 4:6). In every sacrifice, even when the priest has sinned, he must bring the sacrificial offering and lay hands on it. Next, 4:13–15 is the case when the congregation has sinned: “Now if the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally, and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done something against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which should not be done, and are guilty; when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, and bring it before the tabernacle of meeting. And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD. Then the bull shall be killed before the LORD.” When the whole people of Israel sinned before God, the elders, the seniors among the people, had to lay hands on the sacrificial offering to pass the sins on, and offer the sin sacrifice with that offering, and then the remission of sins was received.

      Also, from 4:22 is the case when a ruler has sinned, and verse 24 says, “And he shall lay his hand on the head of the goat, and kill it at the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD. It is a sin offering” (Leviticus 4:24). Lay your hand on the head of the male goat; the sins must surely be passed on; pass the sins on and offer it to God as the sacrificial offering—otherwise it does not become a sin offering. Then 4:27–31 is the case when one of the common people has sinned: “If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally by doing something against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and is guilty, or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, then he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed. And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill the sin offering at the place of the burnt offering. Then the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and pour all the remaining blood at the base of the altar. He shall remove all its fat, as fat is removed from the sacrifice of the peace offering; and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a sweet aroma to the LORD. So the priest shall make atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.”

      

      So, whether it was the priest or the congregation or a ruler or a common individual, when they sinned, there always had to be a sacrificial offering; hands had to be laid on the sacrificial offering without fail; and the offering that had received the laying on of hands had to shed its blood and be slain, and its flesh had to be burned with fire before God in sacrifice—only then did God grant them to receive the remission of sins.

      • THE BAPTISM OF THE NEW TESTAMENT—GOD’S LAW FOR PASSING ON THE SIN OF THE WORLD

      So the reason Jesus had to receive baptism from John the Baptist lies here. Because all the prophets and the law prophesied until John, John the Baptist, the last prophet, in order to fulfill all the word of the Old Testament, as the priest of the earth and the greatest among those born of women, gave baptism to Jesus—that is, laid hands on Him and passed the sins on—so that Jesus would bear the sin of the world, go to the Cross, shed His blood and die, and rise again and become our Savior. In the Old Testament, from the common person to the priest, the ruler, and the congregation, whoever sinned had to offer the sin sacrifice, and the sins had to be passed on to the sacrificial offering by the laying on of hands without fail. God established the law that without the laying on of hands and the shedding of blood there is no receiving the remission of sins.

      

      It is Jesus and John the Baptist who fulfill this law. John the Baptist is the last High Priest of the Old Testament, and Jesus is the High Priest of heaven. That is why Jesus came to John the Baptist, who was baptizing at the Jordan River. “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:13–15). Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and so had all the sins of mankind passed onto Him. As the sacrificial offering that received the laying on of hands in the Old Testament received all the sins of the people passed on to it, Jesus, to become the sacrificial offering, received the laying on of hands from John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, and received all the sins of mankind passed on to Him. Because He had received all our sins over in this way, He received baptism in order to carry the sin of the world to the Cross, receive the judgment of sin there, and become our Savior.

      • “THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERS VIOLENCE”—THE SALVATION SEIZED BY FAITH

      Matthew 11:12 says, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” Because John the Baptist gave baptism to Jesus and passed all sins on to Him, and Jesus received the sin of the world passed on to Him, from that time the kingdom of heaven suffers violence and the violent take it by force. Whoever believes this fact—that Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and so bore the sin of the world once and for all and washed it away, went to the Cross and received the judgment of our sins for us, and rose again—takes the kingdom of heaven by force. It is the word that we do not go by our good deeds but seize it by faith. So we obtain salvation by faith. It is just as the word says: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).

      

      Jesus came to this earth as the Savior, and He wished to receive baptism in order to bear our sins. When John the Baptist declined, Jesus said: Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. I receive baptism from you and you give baptism to Me, and so the sins of the world are passed on; with the baptism you give, I bear the sin of the world and go to the Cross; and so all righteousness is fulfilled; to remove all the sins of all the people of this world, so that whoever believes can enter the kingdom of heaven—this is the will of God.

      

      Let us look at Matthew 5:17–18. “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.” The Lord did not come to this earth to abolish what the prophets prophesied and the Law. He came to fulfill without fail the words the prophets of the Old Testament prophesied about Jesus, and the word appointed in the Law of Leviticus in the five books of Moses—that the person with sin passes his sins on to the sacrificial offering by the laying on of hands, and when that offering sheds its blood and is slain and offered in sacrifice, the remission of sins is received. He came not to abolish the word of the Old Testament but to complete it, to practice and fulfill on this earth the word of prophecy of the Old Testament. That is why Jesus received baptism from John, and why He came to bear the sins. As He said that till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled, He came to fulfill all the words of prophecy, and Jesus fulfilled them all. That is why, dying on the Cross, He said, It is finished. Some people say that since Jesus died on the Cross and saved us, the Old Testament is now unnecessary; but if you do not know the words of prophecy of the Old Testament, you cannot know the reason Jesus had to receive baptism from John in the New Testament.

      The reason Jesus Christ received baptism from John the Baptist is to fulfill all the righteousness of God. Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness—that is, “thus” (houtos, οὕτως), precisely by this method, to fulfill the Father’s will, to accomplish the word promised in the Old Testament, He came to this earth and received baptism from John the Baptist. And He carried those sins, was judged on the Cross, died and rose again, and so fulfilled all that righteousness. So we believe in that Jesus who fulfilled all the righteousness of God, receive the remission of sins in our hearts, become children of God, live as workers on this earth, and when the time comes, enter that kingdom by faith. This is the purpose for which Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist.

      • THE TRUTH ABOLISHED THROUGH THE COUNCIL OF NICAEA

      But people abolish the word of the New Testament that Jesus received baptism. They read this word and do not preach on it. Many also do not preach on the word of Leviticus in the Old Testament. Why? Because if you unfold the word of Leviticus, the promise of God is revealed—that hands must surely be laid on, and that the sinner receives the remission of sins only when the sacrificial offering that received the sins over sheds its blood. In the New Testament also, it was to fulfill all those words of promise that Jesus received baptism from John. When the saints of the early Church went into Rome and preached the gospel, there is a record that the believers in Jesus exceeded ten thousand; one historian says they exceeded a tenth of the people, and one document even says more than half. We cannot believe it all, but it is a fact that they were that many.

      

      Rome in those days was so vast that it was hard for one emperor to rule; it was divided into the Eastern and Western Empires, each with its emperor; and foreign enemies kept invading until the country was on the verge of being lost, and as the nation was divided east and west, the hearts of the people were also divided and would not unite. In war they had to gather their strength, but it could not be done. Then Emperor Constantine fought the other emperor and won and came to rule the whole of Rome; and since the people would not unite, he devised a scheme. The Christians living in Rome were respected by the Romans and had influence, so he reasoned that he must make these people his own side. That is why he held the religious council in the region of Nicaea in A.D. 325.

      Gathering the many believers in Jesus of that day and the philosophers, he said: I have become the emperor of Rome, but the people will not unite; the people most respected, acknowledged, and praised in this country are the Christians; I wish to win the favor of these people and I wish the rest of the people to be united; so make me a token of faith, make me a creed. So the representatives who lived scattered in each region all gathered.

      

      A man named Arius submitted an agenda to the council. We believe in Jesus—but is that Jesus the same God as God the Father, or, since He is called the Son of God, is He a lower created being? So the assembled Christian leaders debated. Arius said that Jesus was one of the creatures and not God; but since the One who created the heavens and the earth in Genesis is Jesus, they had to prove that this was not so. So they searched the Scriptures and gathered their conclusion: God the Father is our God; and the Son of God, Jesus Christ, is equally God to us, the Creator who made the universe and us; and the Holy Spirit is equally the same God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit differ in person and differ in name, but to those who believe they are the same God—so they judged. And to Arius they said, stop your useless talk; you are a heretic—and condemned and dealt with him. That gathering continued long, but that was all it did; and at the next council it was taken up again, and Arius was judged a heretic and cast out. If he persisted further, he would be burned to death.

      The Roman emperor pronounced this in his own name—this agenda concerns the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and I declare that Jesus Christ is the same God—and closed the council. From that time the Roman emperor involved himself in Christianity and became its supreme head. Because the one who intervened in the thorny question of the council of Nicaea and made the final announcement was the Roman emperor, he made himself the head.

      Even in those days there were people who believed the baptism Jesus received. They were those who believed that Jesus received baptism from John and so received all sins passed on to Him. What the believers of the early Church regarded as most important was the baptism Jesus received. So when they met a stranger and did not know whether he was a believer or not, they drew half a fish on the ground with a stick. If the other person was a believer, he drew the remaining half. This was a sign between them. The fish speaks of the baptism Jesus received. I am one who believes that Jesus received baptism from John and bore our sins; are you also a believer?—I too am a believer—that is what it meant. One who did not believe in Jesus did not know it and could not draw the figure, and then they knew, this person is not a believer. It was a time of persecution, and so they did this.

      

      Thus the believers of the early Church thought the baptism Jesus received the most important. The Cross becomes the place where our sins were judged because Jesus had received our sins over; and it was when Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist that He bore and washed away our sins. But if this were put on the agenda, the objection was sure to come in: if Jesus is God equal with God the Father, why did He need to be baptized by a man? If He is God, would it not be finished if He simply said, I remit your sins? So it could not even be brought up, and the council ended. What came out of it is the Nicene Creed, the articles of faith made in the region of Nicaea. People of later times made the seven sacraments and supplemented it, and the Christian reformers also accepted this Nicene Creed as it was.

      In the Nicene Creed only the Cross is displayed—that Jesus suffered under Pilate and was crucified and died. And so the Cross became the gospel. That is how, from 325 until today, all the theologians and pastors and elders, senior deaconesses, deacons, and all the lay believers have come to know only that on the Cross He bore our sins, shed His blood, died, and rose again from death and saved us. So the gospel of the water and the Spirit is in the Scriptures, but it is not in their theology. They vaguely did away with it, saying Jesus simply received baptism out of humility. That is why today’s Christians, though they have believed in the Cross of Jesus for one thousand seven hundred years, have not had the sin in their hearts removed and have remained sinners. That is how it has come down to today.

      • THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH JESUS HAD TO RECEIVE BAPTISM FROM JOHN

      

      People say that when you believe in Jesus, the original sin inherited from Adam is remitted, and for the sins committed while living after believing in Jesus, the theologians have made the doctrine of repentance: offer prayers of repentance, go to confession, and they are washed away each time. They make doctrine books and say, do as this says and your sins will disappear. But sins are never removed by offering prayers of repentance.

      How were the sins removed? “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16–17). Here appear Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and God the Father appears. The three persons of God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—bore our sins through Jesus Christ and washed them away. He removed our sins perfectly and fulfilled the righteousness of God, and with the love of God He made us His own people.

      Jesus received baptism from John and went into the water. It speaks of death. Since He had received our sins over, He then had to carry our sins to the Cross and pay the price of sin, and He paid it. And He died and rose again and became our Savior; so we, by believing in that Jesus Christ, by believing the word of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, become children of God. One becomes God’s people by faith, not by works.

      

      This was the reason Jesus had to receive baptism from John and the reason He had to hang on the Cross. Jesus came to this earth and at thirty received baptism from John the Baptist and so received all our sins passed on to Him and washed them away; then He shouldered our sins, was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood, died and rose again, and lives, now seated at the right hand of the throne of God as our Savior. So we, by believing that ministry of Jesus, have become people without sin, become children of God, and become those who have obtained the qualification to enter the kingdom of heaven. This is the reason and the purpose for which Jesus had to receive baptism from John.

      • BELIEVE ONLY THE WORD OF GOD, NOT THEOLOGY

      These days I say this. Let us grant that Emperor Constantine at that time could not help doing so in order to lead his people. Let us grant that, being human, he could. But how long has it been since Rome fell? Rome was the greatest empire in the world, such that it was said all roads lead to Rome; but that great power lost its wars and fell, and now there is no emperor. Then why do the people of later ages still cling to it? The religion of Rome became the syncretistic religion of Catholicism, and Catholicism, when people were branded heretics, seized them, tortured them to death, and burned them. Whether out of fear of that or not, until now people have said only that Jesus removed our sins on the Cross, and have not been able to say that it was when Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist that our sins passed over and were washed away.

      

      The theologians all preach only that the Lord saved us on the Cross, so the preacher has sin in his heart and the hearers have sin. So they also made the doctrine of sanctification—the doctrine that if you believe in Jesus, keep offering prayers of repentance, and strive to live holily, your heart is completely changed before you die. Believing it as it is, they became sinners and die as sinners. This is the evil of today’s Christianity. Calvin could not say it, nor Martin Luther, nor John Knox, nor the other theologians. Because if one said that the Nicene Creed the emperor had proclaimed as truth was wrong, he was driven out as not orthodox theology, branded a heretic—and in those days, if branded a heretic, he was seized and killed.

      You know well about the witch hunts too. When something bad happened in the country, they spread the word that a witch had come down and done it, that those who had received the witch must be caught and killed for such things not to happen; and there even arose people who claimed to detect witches. If someone displeased such a man’s eye, he was denounced as a witch and taken away and cruelly tortured. Saying the witch was inside the body, they pierced the whole body with needles and tore the limbs, asking, did you commune with the witch? When the person could not endure and confessed, yes, I communed with the witch, it was confirmed, and he was hung on a tree and burned to death. Thinking it better than being tortured on, they confessed and were miserably killed. They say the people killed in the witch hunts were enormously many. And was that all? Because they did so many hideous things, even those who perhaps knew what was in the word could not speak.

      

      If you ask, then how can you speak?—what I am saying now is rather gentlemanly. Those who have dug up what evil deeds this or that pope did, criticized the doctrine of papal infallibility, and published thick books about Catholicism are not one or two on this earth. But I speak with the word. Because the Nicene Creed displayed only the Cross, the people of later ages also believed that the Cross alone was the truth that saved us, and so today, while believing in Jesus, they have sin in their hearts and are going toward hell; this must be changed; therefore theology must be abandoned—that is what I say. The character shin (神) in theology (神學) is, in Chinese characters, the character used for ghosts. It means that theology is a learning that studies spirits. I once saw a man who was the president of a theological seminary say that theology is not a true learning. If a seminary president says theology is not a learning, he is denying himself. If he would speak, he should say: theology is not the word of God; therefore theology must be abandoned—that is the accurate way to put it.

      When I say such things, people will slander me. They will say, can a man of no account say such things and survive? But let them all come at me. Do not come at me alone—let all the people in the whole world come at me at once. Theology is like a filthy rag and must be thrown away. If we would believe in Jesus, we must believe only the word of God. I do not say this because I am brave, nor because I am great. It is because the word says so. Where is the ground for believing in Jesus? The word of God speaks of Jesus. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1); and He who became flesh and dwelt among us—the Word—is Jesus. He created the heavens and the earth; when the first ancestors of mankind sinned, He prophesied and promised that He would come as our Savior; and He fulfilled that promise in the New Testament. Then should we believe this word, or believe theology? Theology came out of human thought. Calvin speaks Calvin’s thoughts and Martin Luther speaks Martin Luther’s thoughts; each believes according to his own thought. Is it wise to believe the words of man, or wise to believe the word of God? I think it is wise to believe the word of God.

      

      Whatever harm anyone may do to me, this word is the truth. I meet people and talk with them. Do you not have sin even now, though you believe in Jesus? They say they have sin. Then can you go to the kingdom of heaven? They say they will go. How can you go with sin? They say they will go once they are sanctified. Where did that come from? It came from human thought. Can you receive the remission of sins by believing what man’s thought has made? Jesus is not a man; He is God and the Savior. The Lord saved us with the baptism He received from John and with the Cross; He is our Savior—how could theology save a person? When I speak like that, people rush at me and then ask, then do you have no sin? I have no sin. How? By believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Then they ask what the gospel of the water and the Spirit is. When I ask back—Jesus said in John chapter 3 that one must be born again of water and the Spirit; what do you think that water is?—they cannot answer. When I say, one must be born again of water and the Spirit to enter the kingdom of heaven, and you have sin, so have you not failed to be born again?—they ask me again whether I really have no sin. I say I have no sin; if you want proof, I can prove it fully before you, and there are also the books I have written. When I tell them to show that their sins disappeared once and for all on the Cross, they cannot say it. Then at last they say, it is truly amazing; I have never met anyone like you.

      I am publishing a book this time, and its title is ‘Return from the Nicene Creed to the gospel of the water and the Spirit.’ I will publish what I am preaching now as well. People will keep asking questions, and since I cannot meet each one and answer, I say, you will ask this kind of question—and I answer those questions with the word, presenting all the Scripture verses, and tell them to return. Do not learn theology, do not believe theology; return to the word of God—that is the work we are doing now. So you must pray. Persecution will surely come. Then let them write a book in rebuttal and challenge it. Whether I win or lose the fight is secondary; it is not I who fight, but God who fights with them.

      

      The Lord will say this: I was born into this earth and received baptism from John and bore all the sin of the world for you and made you people without sin; I shouldered those sins and went to the Cross and received the judgment and the punishment of sin and rose again, and saved you both from sin and from punishment; if you do not believe in Me but believe the words of man, the Nicene Creed, come to your senses. That was something one politician used for a while to achieve a political purpose, and that man is now dead and gone. I understand Constantine the Great humanly. What I point out is the people of later ages who believe the Nicene Creed as the truth. Saying ‘the forgiveness of sins’ in the creed, do they mean one must receive the remission of sins daily? Sin is ended once and for all. The confession of the seven sacraments says that if you go before a priest and tell one by one the sins you have committed, the priest must declare, I remit your sins in the name of Jesus Christ, and then the sins disappear. That is a religion man has made. Jesus is the One who removes sins—why would a man remove sins? Who can remove whose sins? Only God can remove our sins. That is why we preach this gospel. Return to the gospel of the water and the Spirit—that is the message.

      

      If you ask whether I am not afraid—why would I not be? Fearful it certainly is. But can I refuse to do this work because it is fearful? Jesus came to this earth and, for our sins, for mankind, received baptism from John, hung on the Cross, and rose again from death and saved us; if I were ashamed of what Jesus did and could not testify to this word, what kind of servant of God, what kind of worker of God would I be? One who plays the pastor merely to make a living is not a pastor (moksa) but a ‘meoksa,’ an eater. The church members are pure and believe as they are taught, but they are being taught wrongly; so I say, you first believe, and you first learn the Scriptures. To know only theology and not know the Scriptures is foolish. If you believe that, you go to hell. Giving money, being loyal, even laying down your life—none of it has any effect. How many people on this earth today have believed in Jesus, served so faithfully, and quit in disappointment? It is for those people that we do thiswork. I am not slandering anyone. Jesus has saved us by the water and the Spirit; so believe in Jesus and receive the remission of sins—that is the message.
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          SERMON 5


          
            THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE REMISSION OF SINS

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 3:13-17 >

      “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      • THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE VOICE OF THE FATHER TESTIFY TO THE SAVING WORK OF THE SON

      

      When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens were opened. The Spirit of God descended like a dove and came upon Jesus, and from heaven was heard the voice that Jesus is the beloved Son of God, the One in whom God is well pleased. In this scene the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit appear together. The Son fulfilled the righteousness of God at the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit came upon that Son, and the Father testified from heaven who the Son is.

      We must first not confuse the position of Jesus with that of a sinner in understanding this event. Jesus was not a sinner who had to wash away his sins at the Jordan River. He is the sinless Son of God, who came conceived by the Holy Spirit. Nor is He One who then first obtained the Holy Spirit and became the Son of God. The voice from heaven did not newly grant Jesus a status He did not have; it publicly testified that He is the beloved Son from the beginning, the One who fulfills the will of God for the salvation of mankind.

      Then why did this testimony appear at the very moment Jesus came up from the water? In the preceding verse, Jesus said that what He did in going to John was a fitting work that fulfills all righteousness. As the word says, “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15), Jesus obeyed in order to fulfill the righteousness of God, which would save sinners from all their sins. The coming of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father are the testimony of God that appeared upon that righteous saving work.

      God the Father planned the salvation of mankind. The Son of God came in the body of man and actually fulfilled that will. The Holy Spirit testifies that what the Son accomplished is the truth, and He comes upon the heart of the person who believes that gospel and confirms the salvation. The three persons do not accomplish different salvations. The one God revealed His one will to save sinners through the works of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

      

      • THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT EMOTION BUT THE EVIDENCE OF SALVATION

      The Scriptures record that the Holy Spirit descended like a dove. This word does not mean that we should attach a spiritual meaning to every habit of the dove. The important fact the text shows is that the coming of the Holy Spirit was unmistakable, yet it was not like the noise or display that man produces. The Holy Spirit came in order to testify to the salvation the Son of God accomplished.

      People easily think that conspicuous phenomena are the work of the Holy Spirit. They suppose that only when the body grows hot, the emotions surge, and loud sounds arise has one received the Holy Spirit. They feel at ease only if there is a date on which they had some special experience, and if there is no such experience, they think the Holy Spirit is not with them. So they try to pray longer, fast more, and produce stronger emotions. But emotion rises and falls with a person’s circumstances and the state of his body. Changing emotion cannot be the evidence of eternal salvation.

      The Holy Spirit is not emotion; He is God. The Holy Spirit testifies to the recorded truth. He makes us realize what Jesus Christ did to save sinners, and makes us believe that this salvation has been accomplished for us. On a day when the heart is fervent He testifies to the same gospel, and on a day when it feels as though there is no stirring at all He testifies to the same word. The faithfulness of the Holy Spirit does not grow and shrink according to our moods.

      

      Therefore, if a thought claimed to be the leading of the Holy Spirit is contrary to the recorded gospel, we must not follow that thought. The Holy Spirit does not call the salvation Jesus Christ has already accomplished incomplete, nor does He add man’s merit as a condition of salvation. He does not let us package our own desires as the voice of God, nor does He lead us to exalt ourselves above others. The Holy Spirit brings to light the righteousness the Son accomplished, humbles our thoughts before the word, and leads us to seek the profit of the gospel together within the church. The standard for discerning the work of the Holy Spirit is not how mysterious and intense it was, but whether that leading exalts the gospel of Jesus Christ and the recorded word.

      This does not mean that the Holy Spirit does not give joy or thanksgiving or peace to the heart. Where the Holy Spirit is, thanksgiving arises when the word of the gospel is heard; one calls God Father; and the person who fled, pressed down by sin, comes to God. But these emotions and fruits are not conditions for obtaining the Holy Spirit; they are results that appear after the Holy Spirit has already come upon the heart. If cause and effect are reversed, a person fails to receive the Holy Spirit as a gift and tries to obtain Him by his own zeal and effort.

      The assurance of having received the Holy Spirit does not lie in how much a person displays with his emotions. It lies in whether he believes in his heart the truth of the salvation Jesus Christ accomplished, and whether, according to that word, he can testify anywhere and at any time that all his sins have been removed.

      • THE CLEAN HEART IN WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN DWELL IS GIVEN BY THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      

      The holy Spirit of God cannot dwell, as the evidence of salvation, in a heart that keeps its sins as they are while asserting its own righteousness. Nor is it that the sinner first makes his heart clean by his own strength and then receives the Holy Spirit. However much a person cultivates himself and does good, he cannot erase the sins he has already committed, nor can he deal with the sins he will yet commit. God Himself must remove all the sins completely.

      The One who accomplished that work is the Savior, Jesus Christ. The baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist is not a ceremony of the same function as the water baptism a believer receives in church. With that baptism Jesus received all the sins of all mankind passed on to His own body and bore them. Afterward John the Baptist testified, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29). Jesus carried the sin of the world He had received and went to the Cross and received in our place the judgment we were to receive, and He shed His blood and actually died. And He did not remain in death, but in three days rose again from death and overcame sin and death. Thus, with the baptism, the judgment of the Cross, the death of shed blood, and the resurrection, He fulfilled all the righteousness of God and completed our salvation.

      This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit. The person who believes this gospel does not say that sins not passed on to Jesus remain in his heart. Nor does he say that there remain sins which Jesus received and bore with the baptism from John but which were not judged on the Cross. Since the Lord actually died and actually rose again, salvation is not a thought or a symbol but a completed fact. Whoever believes this gospel in his heart is washed once and for all not only of the sins of the past but of all the sins of the present and the future, becomes a righteous person with no sin in his heart, receives the Holy Spirit as a gift, and is born again as a child of God.

      

      To try to receive the Holy Spirit by recalling sins one by one and endlessly washing them is to rely on one’s own memory more than on the completed gospel. God knows the sins we have forgotten, and the Lord already knew the sins we will yet commit. So all the sins of all mankind were passed on to the Lord at once, and the Lord ended the judgment of the sins He had received on the Cross. The Holy Spirit comes upon the clean heart that believes this perfect salvation.

      • THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES AS A GIFT UPON THE PERSON WHO HAS HEARD AND BELIEVED THE GOSPEL

      The Holy Spirit is not a wage for the merit of long prayer. Nor is He One who is given as a price after looking at the length of fasting, the amount of offerings, or the quantity of service. The Holy Spirit is the gift God freely gives to the person who has heard and believed the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ accomplished and has received the remission of sins.

      The Scriptures state the order clearly. The word, “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13), says that they first heard the gospel of salvation, believed in Him, and were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. It does not say that they piled up human merit and pulled up their emotions and then obtained the Holy Spirit. The faith that hears and believes the gospel and the sealing of the Holy Spirit are joined together.

      

      To seal is to confirm the mark of being God’s possession. The Holy Spirit comes upon the heart of the saved person and testifies that he is one who belongs to God. We must not speak of Him as a temporary guest who comes because a person did well today and leaves because he made a mistake tomorrow. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit rests on the perfect salvation of Jesus and the promise of God. Though a person’s conduct wavers, the salvation the Lord accomplished does not waver.

      We do not do good works in order to obtain the Holy Spirit; because we received the gospel of the water and the Spirit into our hearts and received the Holy Spirit as a gift by faith, we learn and do good works. We do not preach the gospel in order to keep hold of the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit makes us know the preciousness of the gospel, and so leads us to deliver this gospel to other souls. We do not serve the church by compulsion so as not to lose the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit makes us love the Church of God, and so we serve together.

      If this order is not made clear, the whole life of faith becomes a transaction. One thinks that if he prays he receives more of the Holy Spirit, that if he errs the Holy Spirit is diminished, and that if he serves his salvation becomes firmer. But the gift of God is not an object of transaction. The Holy Spirit, received by believing the gospel of the water and the Spirit, testifies within us to the salvation the Lord has completed, and leads us to live according to the grace of that remission of sins.

      • THE HOLY SPIRIT TESTIFIES THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD

      In the text, the Father testified that Jesus is His beloved Son. Jesus is from the beginning the only begotten Son of God. And God makes the person who believes the gospel of the water and the Spirit His child in Jesus Christ as well. We were originally those who feared the judgment under sin, but by the salvation of Jesus we received the remission of sins, received the Holy Spirit, and have come to call God Father.

      

      The word, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father’” (Romans 8:15), shows that the relationship of the person who has received the Holy Spirit has changed. When one has sin, God is only fearful as the Judge. One wants to hide, and offers religious acts to escape punishment. But the person who has received the remission of sins calls God Father. Because Jesus Himself received baptism from John, bore the sins that were to be judged, died on the Cross, and rose again and removed them, we come into the relationship of Father and child with God.

      This being a child is not a name we have attached to ourselves. As the word says, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:16), the Holy Spirit Himself testifies. The Holy Spirit does not call us children in praise of our conduct; within us who believe the salvation the Son of God accomplished, He testifies that this salvation is true.

      Therefore, when the assurance of salvation wavers, rather than interrogating our own emotions, we must examine the word the Holy Spirit testifies to. We must confirm before the word whether Jesus received all the sin of the world passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John, whether He received all the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and whether He rose again from death and completed salvation. Those facts are true, and the person who believes this gospel is a righteous person who has received the remission of sins, and a child of God.

      

      The Holy Spirit does not let the child treat God as a fearsome party to a transaction. When we do wrong, He does not let us hide or try to pay the price with our own deeds, but leads us to come before the Father and acknowledge it as it is. And He leads us to believe this gospel—that even that wrong has already been passed on to the Lord and judged—and to turn from the wrong way. This is the boldness that belongs to a child, and at the same time the faith that honors the Father.

      • EVEN THOUGH THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH REMAINS, THE STATUS OF THE RIGHTEOUS DOES NOT CHANGE

      Even the person who has received the remission of sins and received the Holy Spirit does not have a flesh that becomes perfect. His thoughts can be lacking, he can wound others with his words, and there are times when he first pursues his own advantage. That the Holy Spirit is in the heart does not mean that the flesh instantly becomes perfect like God. We must distinguish between the status of the righteous, whose heart’s sin is gone, and the state of the flesh, which is still weak.

      The Scriptures speak of what has happened to the saved person: “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). “Washed, sanctified, justified” is not a promise that may be received if one completes his conduct in the future; it is the verdict already given to the person who has believed the gospel. To call the person whom God has justified a sinner again, looking only at his own weakness, is not humility. It is exalting one’s own feeling above the verdict of God.

      

      Conversely, the status of the righteous must not be made a pretext for justifying the wrongs of the flesh. The Holy Spirit does not delight in sin. When we do wrong, He rebukes us with the word, lets us hear the exhortation of other members, and leads us to turn and walk the right way. It is not that because one is righteous he may sin at will; it is that because one is righteous, he has the faith that does not flee, pressed down by condemnation, but receives the leading of the Holy Spirit and turns from the wrong.

      The saved person does not trust his own flesh. At the same time, he does not regard the lack of his flesh as greater than the Savior. Whenever he discovers his lack, he believes this gospel and stands on the side of the word the Holy Spirit teaches. When he knows the status of the righteous clearly and honestly acknowledges the weakness of the flesh in this way, self-boasting disappears and despair disappears, and instead he comes to praise the Lord.

      • THE LIFE THAT FOLLOWS THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE FRUIT OF GRACE

      The Holy Spirit does not leave us alone. He makes us love the gospel, hear the word, and unite with the church to serve other souls. But the order of all these deeds must not be reversed. Good deeds, service, offerings, obedience, patience, sacrifice, and the preaching of the gospel are not the price for obtaining or maintaining the remission of sins. They are the fruits of faith borne by the person who has already received the remission of sins and received the Holy Spirit.

      The Scriptures say, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8), and immediately nail it down: “not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:9). Since neither salvation nor the Holy Spirit came from human works, no one can boast of his own zeal.

      

      But grace does not make a person irresponsible. As the word says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10), the saved person has good works to walk in. The cause is grace, and the result is good fruit. The Holy Spirit keeps this order and leads us into the will of God.

      The person led by the Holy Spirit does not try to pile up his own merit, but thinks of the profit of the gospel. He does not serve in order to be higher than others, but gives his time and heart so that one soul may hear the gospel of the water and the Spirit. He does not regard the work of the church as a place to make his own name known, but unites with the children God has saved so that the gospel of the water and the Spirit may be preached. When he stumbles, he must not condemn himself and sit down, but receive correction by the word and walk on again.

      The leading of the Holy Spirit does not appear only in special meetings. When we realize that our words have wounded someone, He leads us to apologize first; when we see that our stubbornness is harming the unity of the church, He turns us to the side of the word. Even when we could stay comfortably alone, He makes us think of the souls who do not know the gospel, and even when the work entrusted to us is not conspicuous, He makes us faithful. Such small obedience is not points for obtaining more of the Holy Spirit. It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, who already dwells in the heart that has received the remission of sins, leading a person’s thoughts and life to be worthy of the gospel. Rather than doubting our salvation because the fruit is slow, let us hear the word, receive the leading of the Holy Spirit, and obey step by step.

      

      Everyone, do not think of the Holy Spirit as One who must be called down from a distant place. Jesus Christ has already washed all your sins with the gospel of the water and the Spirit.To the person who has believed this gospel in his heart and received the remission of sins, the Holy Spirit comes andtestifies that he is a child of God. Believe the word, not your emotion. Receive the gift of God, not your own merit.And with the boldness of a child that the Holy Spirit gives, you must call God Father, and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and bear the fruit of the gospel.
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          SERMON 6


          
            THE LORD WANTED OUR SALVATION BEFORE WE WANTED IT

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 3:13-17 >

      “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’”

      • WE WERE SAVED BY THE LEADING OF JESUS CHRIST

      Matthew 3:13 records that Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River. It was not that John went to Jesus and persuaded Him to do that work. Nor did sinners first draw up a plan of salvation and request help from the Son of God. Jesus Himself came to John. In the short phrase “to be baptized,” the Lord’s clear will toward our salvation appears.

      

      A person easily places the starting point of his salvation on the day he decided to believe in Jesus. He thinks salvation began because he came to church, because he heard the gospel, because he chose to believe. But before we knew the Lord, the Lord knew us. Before we realized our state of perishing because of sin, God had already planned salvation. Before we cried out to be saved, Jesus put on the body of man and came to this earth, and when the time came, He walked to the Jordan River.

      This does not mean that our faith is unnecessary in salvation. We must believe in our hearts what God has accomplished in order to receive the remission of sins. Only, even faith is not a merit that produces salvation; it is like the hand that receives the fact the Lord completed first. As an empty hand does not make the gift but receives the gift already prepared, faith is not a power that newly makes the salvation Jesus accomplished; it receives that salvation as one’s own.

      Even before we believed, the event in which Jesus received the sin of the world passed on to Him by the baptism from John the Baptist at the Jordan River was already real, and His shedding His blood and dying on the Cross and rising again was already completed. Our faith does not make that event true. Because what God did is true, we believe it. Therefore we can neither boast of the size of our faith, nor can the smallness of the emotion of our faith reduce the efficacy of the gospel. Even if we receive the word as one holds out an empty hand, what saves that hand is not the strength of the hand but the perfect gift placed in it. The power of salvation lies not in the strong will of the one who believes, but in the perfect work of Jesus Christ that faith receives.

      

      This fact is directly joined to the assurance of salvation. If the beginning of salvation were our resolution, then when our resolution weakened, salvation would also waver. But since the beginning of salvation is the will of the Lord, though our emotions waver, what the Lord accomplished does not waver. Matthew does not first show how strong the sinner’s will is; it shows the fact that Jesus first came to the Jordan River for sinners.

      • “PERMIT IT TO BE SO NOW”

      John saw Jesus coming to him and tried to prevent Him. He asked why Jesus would come to him, when he was the low one before the Lord. Since the sinless Son of God came to the water’s edge where sinners stood, John’s response was natural. But Jesus did not step back at John’s hesitation.

      In the word, “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15), Jesus commanded, “Permit it to be so now.” The Lord did not do that work because He could not help it. Nor did He obey reluctantly because John compelled Him. Because the work of fulfilling all righteousness that saves sinners is fitting, He Himself chose that path.

      Here we see how composed and how strong the love of the Lord is. Human love often moves according to the other’s response. It loves when the other is lovable, gives more when he is thankful, and withdraws when he betrays. But the Lord did not stop on the way of salvation even when sinners did not yet know the worth of salvation. The Lord’s will was stronger than human ignorance and hesitation.

      

      This does not mean that John’s role was unnecessary. Jesus said that “us,” doing thus, fulfill all righteousness, and John permitted the word of the Lord and did the work entrusted to him. Only, the subject of salvation is not John. John was a servant who, as the representative of mankind whom God appointed, obeyed in the role of passing on the sin of the world; and Jesus is the Savior, Jesus Christ, who received the sin of the world passed on to Him by baptism from such a John and bore it, and then was judged in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and would rise again from death.

      We too sometimes look only at ourselves and doubt whether the Lord would really want to save someone like us. But the text makes us look not at our worth but at the Lord’s will. The Lord did not wait outside the Jordan River until the sinner made himself clean. To receive all the sins of sinners passed on to Himself, to bear them and remove them, He came out to the water’s edge first.

      • THE SINS OF ALL MANKIND WERE PASSED ON TO JESUS BY THE BAPTISM OF JOHN

      That the Lord wanted our salvation does not mean a vague goodwill or a feeling of pity. Jesus actually gave His own body to accomplish salvation. The work He began by receiving baptism from John at the Jordan River was one righteous saving ministry that continued to the Cross and the resurrection.

      

      By the baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist, all the sins of all mankind were passed on to His body. Because Jesus received the sins passed on to Him and bore them all, He became the Lamb of God who carries the sin of the world. Carrying those sins He had received, He went to the Cross and received in our place the judgment the sinner was to receive, and He shed the blood of life and actually died. On the Cross, as the word says, “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit” (John 19:30), the Lord paid the price of sin without remainder. And He was buried, and in three days He rose again from death and overcame sin and death. Thus the Lord fulfilled without remainder all the righteousness God had ordained, and completely accomplished the salvation that delivers us from sin and judgment.

      This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit. In the salvation the Lord wanted, not only our past sins are included. All the sins we commit from birth to death, and all the sins of all mankind, are included. The Lord did not receive a part of the sins passed on to Him and leave the rest for us to deal with by prayers of repentance or good deeds. He received all the sins over, received all the judgment, actually died, and actually rose again.

      Therefore the person who believes this gospel is washed of all sins once and for all. He becomes a righteous person with no sin to be judged in his heart, receives the Holy Spirit as a gift, and is born again as a child of God. Salvation is not a joint work that the sinner completes by adding a little; it is the gift of God that Jesus accomplished entirely with His own body. The believer does not add his own merit to that gift, but receives it with thanksgiving.

      If the Lord had wanted salvation but failed in the end to accomplish it, we would still have to be anxious. But the Lord wanted it, and began by bearing the sin of the world with the baptism received from John, and finished it all on the Cross, and rose again from death and revealed the perfection of that salvation. Our assurance stands not merely on the Lord’s good intention but on the history already accomplished.

      • JESUS CHRIST, WHO CAME AS THE SACRIFICIAL OFFERING

      

      Love is not proven by words alone. A person can say he loves and yet turn away when his own loss appears. But Jesus did not only say that He loves us; He came to the place of sinners and gave His own body as the offering of salvation. Both the receiving of the sin of the world from John at the Jordan River and the receiving of the judgment of those sins on the Cross He did with His own body.

      The Scriptures say, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). It was not that He loved us after we had changed and become righteous. While we were still sinners—when we did not know God and lived according to our own desires—the Lord first accomplished the way of salvation. Salvation began not because there was in us a condition worthy of love, but because in the Lord there was the will to love.

      The Lord’s giving of Himself is not merely the spirit of sacrifice praised in the world. People of the world too can lay down their lives for family and country. But no one can receive passed on to his own body all the sins in another person’s heart, nor receive the judgment of God in his place and remove those sins forever. Only Jesus Christ, true God and true man, can receive the sins of all mankind passed on to Him, bear them, and give His life and save.

      Paul confessed the ground of his life: “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Faith is not counting how fervently I love the Lord; it is believing in the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who loved me and gave His own body as the sacrificial offering for me.

      

      We are discouraged when we see the lack of our own love, but salvation does not depend on the quantity of our love. It depends on the perfection of the love the Lord has shown. Our love often grows cold, but the work the Lord performed at the Jordan River and on the Cross is not canceled. So faith grows firm not by long gazing into one’s own heart, but by looking to the Lord who gave Himself.

      • THE SAVED COME OUT INTO THE LIGHT

      A person’s resolution differs between morning and evening. On some days it seems he could do anything for the Lord, and then when hardship comes he is easily discouraged. On a day he has kept the word well, salvation seems certain; on a day he has erred, he feels as though God has forsaken him. Such wavering arises because he places the ground of salvation on his own resolution and conduct.

      The text says that Jesus received baptism from John by His own voluntary will. The Lord’s will toward salvation did not change because of John’s hesitation, and it was not interrupted because of people’s ignorance. The Lord received all sins passed on to Him by the baptism of John and bore them, and then received the judgment of those sins in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and actually died, and rose again from death. The ground of our salvation is this unchanging will and completed work.

      As the word says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8), salvation is not of ourselves. Since we did not make it, our lack cannot make it again or tear it down. Because it is the gift God has given, what we are to do is simply to receive it thankfully by faith.

      

      When we do wrong after being saved, we must not hide that wrong. We must acknowledge it before God and turn back by the word. But at that time we must not nullify the salvation the Lord accomplished and judge ourselves sinners again. We must believe this gospel—that even that wrong was passed on to Jesus through the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and that He was judged for it on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose again from death. Acknowledging a wrong and denying salvation are entirely different things.

      The turning back of the saved person is not erasing unwashed sin again with his own tears. It is laying the wrong bare before the light of the word, acknowledging how evil that wrong is, and believing again the righteousness of the Lord, who already received even that sin over, bore it, and was judged. And he receives the correction of the Holy Spirit so as not to repeat the same wrong lightly. Knowing this order, he neither treats wrongs as nothing nor flees outside the gospel because of wrongs. Within the salvation the Lord first wanted and completed, he honestly receives rebuke and walks the right way again.

      On the days we do well, we are saved by the Lord’s righteousness; and on the days we discover our lack, we live by the Lord’s righteousness. Faith is not adorning our own conduct beautifully; it is acknowledging as right what the Lord has done. More important than whether my heart is strong or weak today is the fact that the Lord wanted salvation and actually completed it.

      • THE RIGHTEOUS WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE REMISSION OF SINS SEE THE LORD’S SALVATION AS GREATER THAN THEIR OWN WEAKNESS

      

      “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin” (Romans 7:24–25). The person who believes the gospel of the water and the Spirit is a righteous person with no sin in his heart. Yet that does not mean the flesh has become perfect. Even the righteous, when tired, can grow irritable, insist on his own thoughts, and fail to consider another’s situation. Even after being saved, we discover such weaknesses.

      But the ground on which God has judged us righteous is not, as the apostle Paul confessed, that our flesh has become perfect. It is that Jesus received all sins passed on to Him by the baptism from John, was judged, died, and rose again, and so cleanly removed the sins of ours that deserved hell. To say that there is no sin in the heart is not a self-boast that I do nothing wrong in conduct. It is the confession that acknowledges the fact that even all the sins I will yet commit have passed over to the Lord and that the judgment of those sins is finished.

      The righteous person does not permit himself dissipation. Rather, when he knows the fact that the Lord first wanted someone like him and gave His own body and saved him, he cannot take sin lightly. The person who truly believes the gospel of the water and the Spirit does not rationalize his wrongs. He does not hide because of condemnation; rather, because of the great love he has received, he turns back.

      The righteous person acknowledges his weakness, but he does not make his weakness his savior. When the flesh says that I am a sinner, he believes the righteousness the Lord accomplished. Conversely, even when the flesh boasts that it has done well, he exalts not his own conduct but the grace of the Lord. The person who thus sees the Lord’s salvation as greater than his own appearance lives humbly and yet boldly.

      

      • LET US SERVE THE GOSPEL WITH THE THANKSGIVING OF SALVATION

      Since Jesus has given us salvation, we also must live lives of serving, offering our bodies. Yet it is not that the Lord maintains our salvation only if we labor, offering our bodies, our time, and our possessions. Because the Lord has already removed all the sin of the world and given us the Holy Spirit and everlasting life, the person who has received that love offers his life with thanksgiving.

      The Scriptures plainly say that salvation is “not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:9). The one who has served much did not buy the remission of sins with his service, and the one who has given much did not obtain the Holy Spirit with money. The one who has long preached the gospel did not become a child of God by the record of his evangelism. All alike received the remission of sins freely, believing the same salvation Jesus accomplished.

      Nevertheless, a new direction arises in the life of the saved person. Before, he spent his time and possessions only for his own safety and profit, but now he sets his heart on other souls also hearing this gospel. He unites with the brothers and sisters of the church to help the work of preaching the gospel, shares what he has, and faithfully carries out the work entrusted to him. We must live according to the will in which the Lord delights.

      

      To give oneself does not mean to do great things unconditionally or to destroy oneself. It is, in the place the Lord has entrusted, not insisting only on one’s own profit but thinking of the profit of the gospel and of other souls. It is yielding a word, bearing needed labor together, and praying for the preaching of the gospel, helping with possessions, and serving with the body. We must act with thanksgiving within the portion the Holy Spirit has entrusted to each person.

      While bearing this fruit, even if you discover your lack, you must not go back to the starting point of salvation and think as though the Lord must receive baptism again and be judged again. The Lord has already come first, received all sins passed on to Him and borne them, received the judgment of those sins, and completed salvation by rising from death. Within this completed salvation, when we fall we must get up, when we receive leading we must turn, and we must serve again in love.

      This life of thanksgiving is not a life of anxiously guarding salvation; it is a life of thanksgiving and obedience in which we who have become children of God live following the leading of the Holy Spirit.

      Everyone, do not measure the size of your own heart toward salvation. Look to the Lord, who wanted our salvation before we did. Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River; with the baptism Jesus received from John, He received all our sins passed on to His own body; He received the judgment of those sins in our place on the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose again from death and completed all the righteousness of God and our salvation. Believe this gospel of the water and the Spirit.And as those who have received the love of Him who first gave Himself, you must not try to serve with your own righteousness, but following the leading of the Holy Spirit and the leading of the church, you must serve the gospel of the water and the Spirit and the Lord with thanksgiving.
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      < Matthew 4:1-25 >

      

      “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’’ Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’’ Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’’ Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.”

      • 1) SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE CONTENT

      

      Matthew chapter 4 is a chapter that records the course in which Jesus drove back the three temptations of the Devil in the wilderness with the word, began to preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven in Galilee, called His first disciples, and taught and healed great numbers of people. Jesus was tempted after fasting for forty days, in the state of being most hungry in His flesh. The Devil used the needs of the flesh, telling Him to turn the stones into bread; he tried to make Him test God’s protection, telling Him to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple; and he tempted Him with the glory of the world, saying that he would give Him all the kingdoms of the world if He would worship him. All three times Jesus drove back the temptation with the written word of God. Afterward, hearing the news that John the Baptist had been arrested, He went to Galilee and dwelt in Capernaum. This was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah that a great light would shine on the people who sat in darkness and the shadow of death. Jesus proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17), and He called Peter and Andrew, James and John, to be fishers of men. They immediately left their nets, their boat, and their father behind and followed Jesus. Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing all kinds of sickness and disease, and great numbers of people who heard His fame followed Jesus from many regions. In Matthew chapter 4, Jesus overcame the temptations with the word, shone the light of Christ into the darkness, called His disciples, and began His public ministry with teaching, the proclamation of the gospel, and healing.

      1. Jesus, who was led by the Spirit into the wilderness (verses 1–2)

      “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry” (Matthew 4:1–2).

      

      Immediately after the event of the Jordan River in Matthew chapter 3, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. It was not because Jesus was ambushed by the Devil or was weaker than he that He was tempted. With God’s permission, He drove back the Devil’s temptation head-on and revealed that He is the Son of God, who obeys the will of God completely.

      After fasting forty days and forty nights, Jesus was hungry. Since Jesus is true God and at the same time came clothed in the flesh of man, He actually experienced hunger and the weakness of the flesh. The Devil tempted Jesus by using that very hunger.

      The first man Adam fell to the Devil’s temptation in the Garden of Eden, where food was abundant, but Jesus overcame the Devil’s temptation in the wilderness, where there was nothing, even after fasting forty days. Unlike the man who failed, Jesus obeyed the word of God to the very end.

      2. The first temptation, to turn the stones into bread (verses 3–4)

      “Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He answered and said, It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:3–4).

      Using Jesus’ hunger, the Devil tempted Him to turn the stones into bread. It is not that Jesus lacked the power to turn stones into bread. The core of the temptation was whether He would use His power as the Devil demanded, or obey the will and the word of God the Father.

      

      Saying, “If You are the Son of God,” the Devil demanded that Jesus prove His identity. But Jesus did not use His power to prove His identity to the Devil. The fact that He is the Son of God was not something to be proved by carrying out the condition the Devil presented; it was a fact already confirmed by the word of God the Father.

      Jesus answered that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. This word does not mean that the food of the flesh is unnecessary. It means that material things and food are needed to sustain a person’s life, but they are not the ultimate source and purpose of human life.

      Man does not exist only for the problem of making a living. He must live counting the word and the will of God more precious than the needs of the flesh, and believing in God, who supplies life and every need. Jesus chose the way of obeying the word of God rather than solving His immediate hunger.

      3. The second temptation, to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple (verses 5–7)

      “Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: “He shall give His angels charge over you,” and, “In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.”’ Jesus said to him, It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God’” (Matthew 4:5–7).

      When Jesus answered with the written word in the first temptation, in the second temptation the Devil also quoted the word of the Scriptures. Using the word that God would command His angels to protect Him, the Devil told Jesus to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple.

      

      Not every claim becomes the will of God just because it quotes a verse of Scripture. The Devil tore the word of God away from its right meaning and purpose and used it to justify his own temptation. He turned the word that promised God’s protection into a word that demands a miracle from God after one deliberately jumps into danger.

      Jesus answered, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.” True faith is not doing something dangerous on purpose and demanding a miracle in order to confirm whether God protects oneself. Faith is trusting what God has said and obeying His will.

      To do reckless things in the name of believing in God, or to say that one will believe only if God shows the signs one wants, is not faith but an attitude that tempts God. Jesus refused miracles meant to draw people’s eyes and religious display, and He obeyed the word of God.

      4. The third temptation, the promise to give Him all the kingdoms of the world (verses 8–11)

      “Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”’ Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him” (Matthew 4:8–11).

      The Devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their glory and said that he would give Him all of it if He would worship him. This was the temptation to abandon the way of obeying the will of God and to gain the power and glory of the world by compromising with the Devil.

      The Devil tried to make the One who ought to worship God bow down to himself. It was the temptation to forsake God and compromise with evil in order to gain the success, power, and glory of the world. But Jesus commanded resolutely, “Away with you, Satan!”

      

      Jesus said that one must worship God alone and serve Him only. Even if a person gains everything in the world, it is of no benefit if he loses God. The only One worthy to receive man’s worship is God the Creator.

      In the three temptations, the Devil used the needs of the flesh, religious display and honor, and the power and glory of the world. Jesus overcame all those temptations with the written word. After the Devil left, angels came and ministered to Jesus.

      The power to overcome temptation lies not in human will or argument, but in knowing, believing, and obeying the word of God rightly. Since even the Devil can distort and use the word, we must not tear out a single verse to justify our own desires, but must discern according to the meaning of the whole Scriptures.

      5. Going to Capernaum and fulfilling the prophecy (verses 12–16)

      “Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’” (Matthew 4:12–16).

      

      When Jesus heard the news that John the Baptist had been arrested, He went to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He dwelt in Capernaum, a city by the sea in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. Matthew explains that this move was not a mere change of residence but the fulfillment of the prophecy of the prophet Isaiah.

      The region of Zebulun and Naphtali was a place that had been the first to suffer the invasions of foreign powers in the past and had received much influence from Gentile culture. To the religious leaders centered in Jerusalem, it could be regarded as a remote borderland. Yet Jesus made that very place the main stage of His public ministry.

      Man under “darkness” and “the region and shadow of death” does not know God and is under the rule of sin and death. “A great light” refers to Jesus Christ, who came into that darkness, and to the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that He proclaims.

      Jesus did not go only to the religious and political centers; He first shone the light of salvation on the people of a despised region lying in darkness. God’s salvation is not limited to any particular region or class, and it is absolutely needed by all people who are under darkness and the shadow of death.

      6. Beginning to preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven (verse 17)

      “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” (Matthew 4:17).

      Jesus’ first proclamation was the word, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This is the same word that John the Baptist had preached. But John the Baptist cried it out while preparing people for the Christ who would come after him, whereas Jesus, as the King of heaven, proclaimed that kingdom Himself.

      Here, repentance does not stop at the feeling or the words of regretting one’s wrongs. It means turning back from the way of living according to one’s own will apart from God, returning to God, and accepting the word and the reign of Jesus.

      

      That the kingdom of heaven is at hand does not mean that the kingdom of God exists only in the distant future. It means that Jesus, the King of heaven, came among people, and that the reign of God began to appear through His word and ministry. Therefore people had to hear the word of Jesus and respond with faith.

      7. Calling Peter and Andrew (verses 18–20)

      “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him” (Matthew 4:18–20).

      By the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw Simon Peter and his brother Andrew casting a net. They were not men of special religious position or learning, but ordinary fishermen engaged in their livelihood.

      Jesus said to them, “Follow Me.” To become a disciple is not merely to learn knowledge about Jesus, but to follow Jesus and take part in His word, His life, and His ministry.

      Jesus promised that He would make them “fishers of men.” It means that until then they had done the work of catching fish, but from then on they would take up the mission of preaching the gospel and leading the people who were in sin and death to God.

      When Peter and Andrew heard the calling, they immediately left their nets and followed Jesus. They did not follow after fully understanding everything; they trusted Jesus, who had called them, and responded at once.

      8. Calling James and John (verses 21–22)

      

      “Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him” (Matthew 4:21–22).

      Going on a little farther, Jesus saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were mending their nets in the boat with their father. When Jesus called them, they too immediately left the boat and their father behind and followed Jesus.

      That they left their father does not mean that they denied their duty and love toward their parents. It means that they accepted the calling of Jesus as the foremost place in their lives. They put following Jesus before their own lives, including their livelihood and their family.

      Jesus did not choose as His disciples only those whose qualifications were already complete. He first called ordinary fishermen, and in the course of their following Him, He made them workers who save people. A disciple is not a person made by his own ability, but a person who receives the calling of Jesus and is established while following Him.

      9. Teaching, preaching, and healing the sick (verses 23–25)

      “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan” (Matthew 4:23–25).

      

      The ministry of Jesus appeared broadly as the work of teaching, the work of preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and the work of healing the sick. Jesus did not stay only inside the synagogues; He went throughout all Galilee and sought people out.

      Jesus taught the word of God so that people would know the will of God, and He preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. He also healed the people who were suffering from various diseases and torments.

      The healing of the sick reveals the compassion of Jesus, who pitied the suffering people, and at the same time it shows that Jesus is above sickness, demons, and every power that oppresses man. The kingdom of God that Jesus proclaimed was not in words only, but came with actual power through the miracles of healing.

      That fame spread beyond Galilee as far as Syria. People brought to Jesus those afflicted with various diseases and torments, the demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics, and they were all healed.

      Many people followed Jesus from Galilee, from Decapolis, from Jerusalem, from Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. The ministry of Jesus did not stay in one region, but spread to many regions and to all kinds of people.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 4

      First, even while hungry from fasting forty days, Jesus overcame all three temptations of the Devil with the word of God.

      Second, man is not a being that lives by the food of the flesh alone; he must live believing and obeying the word of God.

      

      Third, merely quoting the words of Scripture is not enough. Since even the Devil can distort and use the word, we must discern the right meaning of the Scriptures.

      Fourth, true faith is not tempting God by demanding signs of Him, but trusting and obeying the word and the promises of God.

      Fifth, we must not compromise with evil to gain the success, power, and glory of the world; we must worship God alone and serve Him only.

      Sixth, Jesus came as the great light of life and salvation to the people who sat in darkness and the shadow of death.

      Seventh, the repentance Jesus proclaimed is the call to turn from the way of living according to one’s own will apart from God and to receive Jesus, the King of heaven, and His word.

      Eighth, Jesus first called ordinary fishermen and, in the course of their following Him, made them fishers of men who lead others to God.

      Ninth, the life of a disciple is a life of responding to the calling of Jesus with faith and of following Him, giving Him the foremost place in one’s life.

      Tenth, the public ministry of Jesus appeared as the work of teaching the word, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing the sick and the weak, and through it His authority and compassion were revealed.

      To sum up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 4 is a chapter in which Jesus overcame all the temptations of the Devil in the wilderness with the word of God, shone the light of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven on the people sitting in darkness, called four fishermen as His disciples to establish them as fishers of men, and began the ministry of teaching, preaching the gospel, and healing throughout all Galilee.

      

      • 2) MATTHEW CHAPTER 4 SEEN FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      Matthew chapter 4 is a chapter directly connected with the event of the Jordan River in Matthew chapter 3. After taking all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness and was tempted by the Devil. The Devil’s purpose did not lie merely in tormenting Jesus physically. It was to obstruct the way of salvation, on which Jesus would carry the sin of the world He had taken upon Himself all the way to the Cross, and to make Him deviate from the will of God.

      The Devil tempted Jesus by using bread, religious display, and the glory of the world. But all three times Jesus drove back the Devil with the written word of God. Jesus is the sinless Son of God, and as the Savior who took the sins of mankind upon Himself, He overcame every temptation in the wilderness and obeyed the will of God to the very end.

      Afterward, Jesus shone the light of the gospel on the people of Galilee sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, and He proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Here, repentance is turning back from the way of trying to solve one’s sins with one’s own righteousness and religious acts, and believing in the righteousness of God that Jesus fulfilled with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection.

      Jesus called Peter and Andrew, James and John, and made them fishers of men. He also went about all Galilee, teaching, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing the sick. Jesus saves sinners with the gospel of the water and the Spirit and establishes the saved, in turn, as workers of the gospel.

      

      1. The temptation in the wilderness that followed the event of the Jordan River (verses 1–2)

      “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry” (Matthew 4:1–2).

      Matthew chapter 4 begins with the word “Then.” This shows that it was the event that took place right after Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in Matthew chapter 3 and came up from the water. In Matthew 3:15, Jesus spoke as follows.

      “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15).

      The baptism Jesus received from John was not a baptism of repentance received because He had sin. It was the baptism by which He took all the sins of the world upon His own body through John the Baptist, the representative of mankind, and fulfilled all the righteousness of God.

      In the Old Testament, when a sinner laid his hands on the head of a sacrificial offering, his sins were passed on to the offering. The sacrificial offering that had received the sins passed on to it shed its blood and died in the sinner’s place. In the same way, in the New Testament, the sinless Jesus came as the Lamb of God and took the sins of mankind upon Himself once and for all.

      Immediately after being baptized by John and having the sin of the world passed on to Him, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Jesus carried out all the work of salvation—from taking the sins upon Himself with the baptism to the Cross and the resurrection—according to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the will of God the Father.

      

      This does not mean that the Holy Spirit enticed Jesus. The tempter was the Devil. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness so that, as the Savior, He would overcome the Devil’s temptation head-on and obey the will of God to the very end.

      Having fasted for forty days, Jesus was actually hungry. Since Jesus is true God and came clothed in the flesh of man, He actually experienced hunger, weariness, and weakness. The Devil tempted Him by using the time when His flesh was at its weakest, but Jesus overcame every temptation with the word of God.

      2. The temptation to turn the stones into bread and the word of life (verses 3–4)

      “Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”’” (Matthew 4:3–4).

      First of all, the Devil used Jesus’ hunger. He told Jesus, if He was the Son of God, to turn the stones into bread and solve the problem of His flesh. It is not that Jesus lacked the power to turn stones into bread. The core of the temptation was whether He would follow the Devil’s words and use His power only for His own flesh, or obey the word of God the Father.

      This temptation is a temptation that uses the problems of material things and livelihood. No one can avoid the worries of what to eat and how to maintain a living. Such practical difficulties come even to those who have received the remission of sins through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. At such times the Devil tempts them to hold on to material things first and put the word and the gospel off until later.

      

      But Jesus said that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. This word does not mean that one does not have to work or that the food of the flesh is unnecessary. It means that material things are not the master of life, and that man’s true life comes from God and His word.

      The food that brings to life the soul that was dead in sin is also the word of God. The soul comes to life when it believes the word of the gospel that Jesus completely removed all our sins with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection. Material things keep the flesh alive for a while, but the gospel of the water and the Spirit makes the sinner live with everlasting life.

      Therefore the saved are not people who ignore their livelihood, but people who do not forsake the gospel because of their livelihood. We must not exalt our occupation and material things above God, but must live believing the word God has written even in the midst of hardship.

      3. The temptation to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple and the distortion of the word (verses 5–7)

      “Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: “He shall give His angels charge over you,” and, “In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.”’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”’” (Matthew 4:5–7).

      When Jesus drove back the Devil with the written word in the first temptation, in the second temptation the Devil also quoted the word of the Scriptures. Using the word that God would command His angels to protect Him, the Devil told Him to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple.

      

      Even the Devil uses verses of Scripture for his own work of temptation. A teaching does not automatically become the truth just because it quotes many Bible verses. The Devil tore the word of God away from its right context and meaning and used it to justify his own temptation.

      If He had thrown Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple and been protected by the angels, He could have shown people dramatically the fact that He is the Son of God. This was the temptation to prove His identity through religious miracle and honor instead of following the will of God.

      But Jesus said not to tempt God. True faith is not doing something dangerous on purpose and then checking whether God saves us. Nor is it forcing God to show signs in order to fulfill one’s own desires. True faith is believing what God has said just as it is and obeying it.

      Even those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit can fall into the temptation of trying to confirm their salvation by feelings or by miracles and signs. When their hearts are glad, they may feel saved, and when hardship comes, they may think they have lost their salvation. But the ground of salvation is not our changing feelings and circumstances.

      The written word—that Jesus took all my sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and rose again to become the everlasting Savior—is the sure ground of salvation. There is no need to demand new signs from God. We have only to believe the testimony of the water, the blood, and the Spirit already written in the Scriptures.

      4. The glory of all the kingdoms of the world and the temptation of a way without the Cross (verses 8–11)

      

      “Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”’ Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him” (Matthew 4:8–11).

      Showing Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, the Devil said that he would give Him all of it if He would worship him. This was the temptation to gain the glory and power of the world without walking the way of suffering and the Cross that God had appointed.

      The purpose for which Jesus came to this earth was not to gain worldly political power or to receive glory from people. His mission was to carry the sins of mankind that He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, to be judged on the Cross, and to rise again from death and save sinners.

      The Devil’s offer looked like a shortcut to kingship and glory without passing through the Cross. But it was the way of abandoning the will of God and submitting to the Devil. Jesus said resolutely, “Away with you, Satan!” and declared that one must worship God alone and serve Him only.

      Those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit can also be tempted to yield the truth in order to gain the material things, honor, and power of the world. Promising visible success, the Devil tempts them to put the gospel, the Church, and the will of God off until later.

      

      But all the glory of the world remains for a moment and then disappears. The remission of sins and the everlasting life that God has given are eternal. Therefore the saved are not people who do nothing in the world; they are people who, while doing the work given to them in the world, do not bow down to material things, power, or human recognition, but worship and serve God only.

      Jesus, who overcame the Devil’s temptations with the word

      Jesus overcame all three temptations with the words, “It is written.” He did not face the Devil’s logic with human argument or emotion, but drove it back with the written word of God.

      The first temptation was a temptation that used the needs of the flesh and material things; the second was a temptation that used religious honor and miracles; and the third was a temptation that used the power and glory of the world. These three are the representative enticements that shake people’s hearts even today.

      Jesus’ victory in the wilderness was not merely a moral example, but the victory of the work of salvation. The Savior who took the sins of mankind upon Himself did not surrender to the Devil’s temptation, and He carried those sins fully all the way to the Cross.

      If Jesus had surrendered to the Devil’s temptation, He could not have become the sinless sacrificial offering, nor could He have accomplished the work of saving mankind. But Jesus overcame every temptation and obeyed the will of God to the very end.

      The certainty of our salvation does not lie in our overcoming every temptation perfectly. It lies in the fact that Jesus accomplished the perfect salvation with the baptism He received from John, the Cross, and the resurrection. The saved believe this completed word of the gospel, and whenever temptation comes, they overcome it by relying not on their own strength but on the word.

      

      When the Devil left, angels came and ministered to Jesus. God upholds and cares for the one who does not surrender to the Devil’s enticement but relies on Him.

      5. The great light of the gospel that shone on the people sitting in darkness (verses 12–16)

      “Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’” (Matthew 4:12–16).

      After John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus left Nazareth and dwelt in Capernaum. He began His ministry in earnest not in the religious center of Jerusalem, but in Galilee, which was despised for being under the influence of Gentile culture.

      The people of Galilee are described as a people sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. This does not merely mean that they lived in a politically and socially difficult region. All human beings who do not know the way to solve their sins live under the rule of death.

      A person in darkness cannot make light by himself. Darkness disappears only when light shines in from outside. In the same way, a sinner cannot remove the sin of his heart with good deeds and religious efforts. Jesus Christ, the light of salvation, must come to the sinner.

      

      The gospel—that Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, paid the wages of sin on the Cross, and rose again from death—is the great light that drives out the darkness. It was not that people found their way to the light by their own efforts; Jesus first came to the people sitting in the shadow of sin and death.

      Salvation is not a reward for human merit or qualification, but a gift that God gives by His grace. The light of the gospel shines not only on those who profess to be religiously clean, but on everyone who cannot find the way in his own sin and darkness.

      6. The meaning of repentance and the gospel of the kingdom of heaven (verse 17)

      “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” (Matthew 4:17).

      As Jesus began to preach the gospel in earnest, the first thing He said was to repent. This repentance does not stop at meaning that we should regret each time we sin and wash away our sins case by case by repeating prayers of repentance.

      True repentance is turning back from the way of trying to remove one’s sins with one’s own deeds and prayers, and believing in the salvation God has prepared. It is the turnaround of the heart that lays down the religious efforts and the self-righteousness by which one tried to become righteous, and accepts the righteousness of God that Jesus Christ has fulfilled.

      To believe the fact that Jesus took all my sins of the past, the present, and the future upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received all the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and rose again to become my Savior—this is true repentance before the gospel.

      

      Prayers of repentance and good deeds cannot be the price of the remission of sins. Even those who have received the remission of sins must acknowledge their wrongs before God and turn from them when they realize them, but that confession does not accomplish all over again the redemption that has already been completed. The power that washes away sin lies not in a person’s words and tears, but in the salvation that Jesus Christ has completed.

      That the kingdom of heaven is at hand means that Jesus, the King of heaven, came among people. The Holy Spirit comes upon the heart of the one who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and receives the remission of all his sins, and that person becomes a child of God and comes to belong to the kingdom of God.

      The gospel of the kingdom of heaven made up of the water, the blood, and the Spirit

      The gospel of the kingdom of heaven that Jesus preached in Matthew chapter 4 must be understood by connecting into one the baptism He received from John in Matthew chapter 3, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection from death.

      “This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one –ASV” (1 John 5:6–8).

      The water means that Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. The blood means that He carried those sins and received the judgment of sin on the Cross. The Spirit testifies that this salvation, made up of the water and the blood, is the truth of God. The resurrection of Jesus reveals that the powers of sin and death were completely defeated and that everlasting life has been given to those who believe.

      

      If one believes only in the blood of the Cross without knowing how sin was passed on to Jesus, it is hard to understand the whole course of salvation fully. Conversely, one must not speak only of the event of the baptism at the Jordan River, by which the sin was passed on to Him, while leaving out the judgment of the Cross and the resurrection. The water, the blood, and the Spirit are not separated from one another; they testify of one complete gospel.

      When a person believes this gospel in his heart, his sins are washed away and the Holy Spirit comes upon him. The Holy Spirit is not One who comes as the reward of human zeal upon someone who believes that sin still remains in his heart. He comes upon the heart of the one who has received the remission of sins by believing the word of the gospel that God has completely removed all sins.

      7. Jesus, who called fishermen to be fishers of men (verses 18–22)

      “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him” (Matthew 4:18–20).

      “Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him” (Matthew 4:21–22).

      

      Jesus did not call as His disciples only those of high religious position or learning. He first called Peter and Andrew, James and John, ordinary fishermen who worked on the Sea of Galilee.

      It was not after they were fully qualified that they received the calling. Jesus first sought them out and called them, and in the course of their following Jesus, He made them fishers of men. The calling is not a reward for human qualification but the grace that Jesus bestows.

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, to become a disciple does not mean to become someone who helps Jesus after making oneself qualified for salvation by one’s own efforts. It is to believe the fact that Jesus has saved oneself completely with the baptism He received from John, the Cross, and the resurrection, and to follow the Lord in gratitude for that grace.

      The word “Follow Me” comes first, and the promise “I will make you fishers of men” comes after it. A person does not become a worker of the gospel by his own strength; when he follows Jesus, learning the word and serving, the Lord makes him a worker who saves people.

      That they left their nets and followed Jesus does not mean that every believer must literally abandon his occupation and family. It means that one’s livelihood and human relationships cannot come before God, and that the center and purpose of one’s life must be placed in Jesus.

      To become a fisher of men is not to gather people into one’s own church or under one’s own name. It is to preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit to the souls that are in sin and death and lead them to Jesus Christ. The saved do not stop at having received the remission of sins for themselves alone; they receive the mission of serving so that others also may hear the same gospel and be saved.

      

      8. The ministry of salvation revealed in teaching, preaching, and healing (verses 23–25)

      “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan” (Matthew 4:23–25).

      The ministry of Jesus appeared as the work of teaching, the work of preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and the work of healing the sick and the weak. Jesus did not stay only in the synagogues; He went throughout all Galilee and sought people out in person.

      Teaching was the work of making known the true meaning of the word of God, and preaching was the work of proclaiming the salvation God would accomplish for sinners. Jesus had compassion on the suffering people, and He healed the sick with His power that rules over the powers of sickness, demons, and death.

      This does not mean that every disease is the direct punishment of a particular sin that each individual has committed. But disease, pain, and death belong to the weakness that entered the world fallen through sin. Jesus’ healing was a sign showing that He is the Savior who overcomes every power of sin and death that oppresses man.

      

      Jesus, who healed the diseases of the flesh, is also the One who heals the soul sick with sin. Because Jesus took all sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist and paid the wages of those sins on the Cross, whoever believes this gospel receives the remission of all his sins, no matter what sins he has committed.

      Just as He reached out His hand without discrimination to those afflicted with various diseases and torments, so the gospel of the water and the Spirit does not discriminate by race, status, learning, or past sins. Whoever acknowledges his sins and weakness and believes in the salvation Jesus has completed receives the remission of sins and new life.

      The fame of Jesus spread as far as Syria, and many people gathered from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. This was the beginning that showed that the gospel of the kingdom of heaven would not stay with one nation or one region, but would be preached to all the world.

      How the saved overcome the Devil’s temptations

      First, we must place the ground of our salvation not in our own feelings or deeds, but in the word of the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      Second, even when the problem of making a living and material hardship come, we must not forsake the gospel and God because of them. Man is not a being that lives by bread alone, but a being that lives by the word of God.

      Third, we must not tempt God by demanding miracles and signs. True faith is believing the word of salvation that God has written in the Scriptures just as it is.

      Fourth, we must beware of teachings that tear out a single verse of Scripture to fit their own desires, and must discern by the will of God revealed in the whole Scriptures.

      Fifth, we must not yield the truth or compromise with evil to gain the honor, power, and material things of the world. We must worship God alone and serve Him only.

      

      Sixth, rather than trying to overcome temptation by our own will, we must believe in and rely on the word of salvation that Jesus Christ has already completed.

      Seventh, we must serve God and the gospel not in order to receive salvation, but with thanksgiving, because we have already received the perfect salvation.

      The core meaning of Matthew Chapter 4

      First, Matthew chapter 4 is a chapter in which Jesus, who took the sins of mankind upon Himself at the Jordan River, overcame every temptation of the Devil on the way of salvation, on which He would carry those sins to the Cross.

      Second, the Devil tried to obstruct Jesus’ work of salvation by using material things, religious honor, and the power of the world, but Jesus drove back every temptation with the written word.

      Third, the faith of the saved is based not on circumstances, feelings, and signs, but on the objective word of the gospel completed with the water, the blood, and the Spirit.

      Fourth, true repentance is turning back from the way of trying to solve one’s sin with one’s own deeds and repeated prayers of repentance, and believing in the righteousness of God that Jesus Christ has fulfilled.

      Fifth, Jesus is the great light who came to the sinners sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, and the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the light of life that drives out the darkness of sin and condemnation.

      Sixth, the kingdom of heaven is not a kingdom obtained by human merit, but the kingdom of God entered by those who believe in the salvation Jesus Christ has accomplished and have received the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit.

      

      Seventh, Jesus did not pick and call only the qualified; He called ordinary fishermen by grace, made them His disciples, and established them as workers of the gospel who save people.

      Eighth, those saved through the gospel of the water and the Spirit do not stop at living for themselves alone; they have been called to be fishers of men who preach the gospel to other souls.

      Ninth, Jesus, who taught the word, preached the gospel, and healed the sick, is the Savior who is above every power of sin, sickness, demons, and death.

      Tenth, those who believe in the salvation that Jesus completed—taking all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, overcoming the temptation in the wilderness, receiving the judgment of sin on the Cross, and rising again—receive the remission of sins, the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life.

      To sum up in one sentence, Matthew chapter 4 is a chapter in which Jesus, who took the sins of mankind upon Himself, overcame with the word of God all the temptations of material things, honor, and power that the Devil threw at Him, shone the light of the gospel of the water and the Spirit on the sinners sitting in darkness, and called and established the saved as His disciples and preachers of the gospel.
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      • INTRODUCTION

      Matthew chapter 4 records the event in which Jesus was tempted by the Devil in the wilderness and the ministry of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that He began in Galilee. Having first taken all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. When He had fasted forty days and was hungry in body, the Devil came and tempted Jesus, the Son of God.

      Telling Him to turn the stones into bread, the Devil tried to make Him put the needs of the body before the will of God; and telling Him to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple, he tried to make Him use the word of God as a means of proving Himself. Finally, he tempted Him by saying that he would give Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory if He would bow down to him. This was a temptation meant to make Him abandon the will of God and the way of the Cross and choose the glory and power of the world.

      

      Jesus answered every temptation with the written word of God and drove back the Devil. He did not use His power for the desires and honor of the flesh, but chose the way of worshiping God alone and serving Him only. This teaches that the righteous who have received the remission of sins must also hold firmly to the word of God when they meet temptation, not to their own thoughts or the methods of the world.

      After John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee and shone the light of life on the people sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. The word “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” does not simply mean to list over and over the sins one has committed. It is the word telling us to turn from our own righteousness and wrong faith and to believe in Jesus, the King of heaven, and in the salvation He has accomplished.

      Jesus called Peter and Andrew, James and John, and made them fishers of men. Ordinary fishermen received the Lord’s calling and were established as disciples who preach the gospel. Then Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching the word, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing the sick and the demon-possessed. In Matthew chapter 4, Jesus overcame the temptations with the word, shone the light of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and established the saved as workers of the gospel.

      • AS THE SAVIOR WHO HAD TAKEN THE SINS OF MANKIND UPON HIMSELF, JESUS OVERCAME THE THREE TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL WITH THE WRITTEN WORD AND CHOSE THE WAY OF THE CROSS TO THE VERY END

      

      “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”’ Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”’ Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him” (Matthew 4:1–11).

      Matthew chapter 4 begins with the word “Then.” Following the event in chapter 3, in which Jesus took upon Himself all the sins of mankind through the baptism He received from John and received the testimony of the Father and the Holy Spirit, the temptation in the wilderness began. Right after God the Father declared, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” the Devil attacked the identity and mission of that very Son.

      

      It was not because Jesus was ambushed by the Devil or was weaker than he that He went into the wilderness. The text says that Jesus went, “led up by the Spirit.” This does not mean that the Holy Spirit enticed Jesus to evil; it revealed that, in the place of testing that God permitted, Jesus would drive back the Devil’s enticement head-on and obey the Father’s will to the very end. The one who tempted was the Devil, and the One who led Jesus was the Holy Spirit.

      After fasting forty days and forty nights, Jesus was actually hungry. Since He is true God and at the same time came clothed in the flesh of man, He actually experienced hunger and weariness. The Devil aimed at the time when Jesus’ flesh was at its weakest. Temptation often enters through the point where a person is weakest and most desperate.

      However, the fact that Jesus took the sins of mankind upon Himself does not mean that He Himself became a sinner with a sinful nature. Although our sins were passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, He Himself was still the unblemished Lamb of God. Jesus was tempted not as one who had committed sin, but as the Savior who bore the sins of sinners in their place.

      First, the Devil said, “If You are the Son of God,” and told Him to command that the stones become bread. God the Father had already testified that Jesus was His beloved Son, but with the word “if” the Devil tried to cast doubt on that identity and demanded that He prove it in the Devil’s own way. It is not that Jesus lacked the power to turn stones into bread. The core of the temptation was to use His power for the needs of His own flesh at the Devil’s demand, regardless of the will of God.

      Jesus refused the Devil’s demand, saying, “It is written.” He did not show off His power or engage in long argument; He made the written word of God His standard. The word “Man shall not live by bread alone” does not mean that food and material things are unnecessary. It means that the One who ultimately sustains man’s life and living is God, and that the word and the will of God must be exalted above the needs of the flesh.

      

      Material things and livelihood are practical problems. Even the saved must work to make a living and must take responsibility for their families and their lives. This word must not be used to mean that if one has faith, God will feed him even if he does no work at all. What Jesus refused was not legitimate labor and food, but the Devil’s way of telling Him to abandon the will of God and solve the immediate need.

      The hardship of livelihood comes even to those who have believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. At such times the Devil may tempt them to put the word, the gospel, and faith off until later in order to solve the problem of making a living. But material things only sustain the flesh for a while; they cannot save the soul from sin and death. The food that makes the soul of man live forever is the word of God, which testifies of the salvation Jesus Christ has accomplished.

      When we believe the word that Jesus removed all our sins with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection, the soul that was dead in sin comes to life. Therefore believers are not people who ignore their livelihood, but people who do not forsake the gospel because of their livelihood. While faithfully carrying out their practical responsibilities, they must not serve material things as the master of life, but must rely on God and His word.

      Second, the Devil set Jesus on the pinnacle of the temple in the holy city and told Him to throw Himself down. This time the Devil also quoted the word of the Scriptures. Using the word that God would give His angels charge to protect Him, he demanded that Jesus prove God’s protection by deliberately doing a dangerous act.

      

      Not all such words become the will of God just because they quote verses of Scripture. Even the Devil can take a part of the word out of its original context and purpose and use it to justify his own temptation. Therefore we must not follow a verse at once just because it fits our own desires, but must discern whether it agrees with the meaning of the whole Scriptures and the righteousness of God.

      If He had thrown Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple and received the protection of the angels, Jesus could have displayed His identity dramatically before many people. But Jesus did not seek miracles to draw people’s attention or religious honor. He drove back the Devil’s distortion with the word, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”

      Faith is not jumping into danger on purpose to confirm whether God protects oneself. Nor is it true faith to set conditions, saying that one will believe in God only if He shows the miracles and signs one wants. To deliberately do what God has forbidden while claiming that He will surely protect oneself because one is His child is not faith but an attitude that tempts God.

      Nor must the assurance of salvation be placed in feelings or signs. If we feel saved when our hearts are fervent and think we have been forsaken by God when hardship comes, we are easily shaken by the Devil’s temptation. The ground of salvation is not our changing feelings and circumstances, but the written word that all my sins were passed on to Jesus with the baptism He received from John, and that He was judged on the Cross and rose again.

      Third, the Devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their glory and said that he would give them all to Him if He would fall down and worship him. This was the temptation to gain the power and glory of the world without obeying the will of God the Father and passing through suffering and the Cross. But the moment He accepted that offer, He would be serving the Devil and abandoning the will of God.

      

      The purpose for which Jesus came to this earth did not lie in gaining the political power and glory of the world. His mission was to take the sins of mankind that He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist to the Cross, to receive the judgment of those sins in our place, and to rise again from death and save sinners. The way the Devil presented seemed to promise glory without the Cross, but in reality it was a way that would make Him abandon the mission of salvation.

      This time Jesus commanded resolutely, “Away with you, Satan!” And He said, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.” Even if one gains all the glory of the world, it is of no benefit if he loses God. The only One who is to receive worship and service is God the Creator, and material things, power, and human recognition cannot take the place of God.

      Those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit can also be tempted to yield the truth just a little in order to gain worldly success. The thought may arise that if they put their faith and the gospel off until later, they can gain more money, honor, and comfort. But the Devil’s promise is not a truthful promise that makes people happy. If we bend our hearts to the Devil, we do not gain freedom; rather, we become bound by desire and fear.

      Jesus drove back all three temptations with the words, “It is written.” In the first temptation He exalted the word of God above the needs of the flesh; in the second He refused the enticement to distort the word and tempt God; and in the third He chose worship and service toward God rather than the glory of the world.

      

      This does not mean that if believers merely speak Bible verses like an incantation, every hardship disappears at once. To overcome temptation with the word is to know and believe rightly the will of God written in the Scriptures, and to obey that will even at the cost of loss and suffering. Nor must we conclude that every hardship is unconditionally a direct attack of the Devil. We must discern by the word whether it is the result of our own fault, an ordinary hardship, or an enticement that shakes our faith.

      Jesus’ overcoming the temptations does not stop at merely showing us an excellent example. He did not surrender to any temptation, and as the sinless sacrificial offering He obeyed the will of God to the very end. If Jesus had surrendered to the Devil, He could not have fulfilled the mission of the unblemished Savior, who was to be judged in the place of mankind’s sins. But Jesus overcame the temptations and went forward on the way of the Cross.

      Our salvation is not established only if we overcome every temptation perfectly. Salvation was completed because Jesus, who took all sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, paid the wages of those sins in full on the Cross and rose again. Those who believe this gospel receive the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit by relying not on their own victories and failures, but on the righteousness that Jesus Christ has fulfilled.

      This does not mean, however, that the saved do not have to stand against temptation. Those who have received the Holy Spirit believe in Jesus’ victory, and when temptation comes, they return to the word of God instead of relying only on their own will and experience. They learn to live without selling their faith for their livelihood, without tempting God by demanding signs, and without compromising the truth in order to gain the glory of the world.

      

      After the Devil left, angels came to Jesus and ministered to Him. The claim that one’s needs can be met only by surrendering to the Devil is false. Jesus refused the Devil’s method, but God the Father did not abandon His Son. However, this passage must not be stretched into a promise that believers’ material circumstances will always improve immediately. God upholds believers and leads them on the way they need according to His own will and His own time.

      Matthew 4:1–11 is the event in which Jesus, as the Savior who bore all the sins of mankind with the baptism He received from John, overcame with the word all the temptations of the needs of the flesh, religious display, and the glory of the world. Jesus refused the Devil’s shortcut, obeyed God, and completed our salvation with the Cross and the resurrection. Those who believe this gospel of the water and the Spirit and receive the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit rely not on their own perfection but on Jesus’ victory, and whenever temptation comes, they return to the written word and live worshiping and serving God only.

      • JESUS SHONE THE GREAT LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT ON THE PEOPLE SITTING IN THE DARKNESS OF SIN AND DEATH, AND HE PROCLAIMED THAT THEY SHOULD TURN FROM THE WAY OF THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND BELIEVE IN THE KING OF HEAVEN

      

      “Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” (Matthew 4:12–17).

      After driving back all the temptations of the Devil in the wilderness with the word, Jesus went to Galilee. The text connects that point in time with the news that John the Baptist had been arrested. John the Baptist had carried out the mission of preparing the way of the Lord and revealing the Christ to the people, and now the ministry in which Jesus Himself preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven began in earnest.

      That John the Baptist was arrested does not mean that the ministry entrusted to him had failed. He was a man who did not keep people staying with himself, but led them to Jesus Christ, who would come after him. He did not fear the decline of his own popularity, and he testified that One greater than himself had come. That the ministry of Jesus came to the front after John’s imprisonment is the scene in which the center of the history of salvation moved from the forerunner to the Christ of whom he had testified.

      The word that Jesus departed to Galilee must not be interpreted only to mean that He fled in fear. He knew the situation in which John the Baptist had been arrested, and while the appointed time had not yet come, He moved to the place where He would minister according to the will of God the Father. Jesus’ steps were not a matter of being dragged around by human threats, but the fulfillment of the plan of God already spoken through the prophet.

      

      Leaving Nazareth, Jesus went and dwelt in Capernaum, a city by the sea in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. Galilee was a borderland far from the religious center of Jerusalem, a region that historically had suffered many foreign invasions and received much influence from Gentile culture. That is why the text calls it “Galilee of the Gentiles.” But God made not only the centers people consider important, but also a region easily despised and marginalized, an important stage of the ministry of salvation.

      This was not an accidental change of residence but the fulfillment of the prophecy given through Isaiah. Long before, God had said that the people of the region of Zebulun and Naphtali would see a great light, and Jesus fulfilled that promise by coming to that region. To human eyes it looked as though John the Baptist had been arrested and the political situation had worsened, but even within such history God was fulfilling His word exactly.

      That the text calls the people of Galilee “the people who sat in darkness” does not mean that a particular region or nation is essentially more evil than others. The darkness represents the spiritual state of all human beings, who live under the power of sin and death without knowing God and without finding the way to solve their sins. Man is born in sin, lives according to his own thoughts and desires, and cannot by himself escape the judgment that will come after death.

      Nor does “the region and shadow of death” mean only a state of hard living conditions or political oppression. Since the wages of sin is death, a person who has not solved his sin is under the rule of death spiritually even while he is alive physically. However much religious knowledge and social standing he may have, if sin remains as it is in his heart, he cannot escape from the shadow of death by himself.

      

      A person sitting in darkness cannot make light by his own strength. To see the right way, light must shine in from outside. In the same way, a sinner cannot completely remove the sin of his heart with good deeds and asceticism, with religious zeal and repeated prayers of repentance. Jesus Christ, the light of salvation, must come to the sinner.

      Jesus went to Galilee in the state of having taken the sins of all the people of the world upon His own body with the baptism He received from John. Therefore the great light that appeared in Galilee does not mean merely the appearance of a teacher who taught good lessons. It is the event in which the Son of God, who had taken all the sins of mankind upon Himself and would be judged for those sins on the Cross and remove them, came among sinners.

      Jesus’ meeting people in Galilee was a matter of the light going to the darkness. It was not that people first discovered Jesus by their own wisdom and made the light. God sent the Savior at the time He had promised, and Jesus went first to the people sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. Here appears the fact that salvation is not a reward for human merit but the grace God bestowed first.

      The core of this great light is the gospel of the water and the Spirit, made up of the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection. Jesus received onto His own body all the sins of sinners—of the past, the present, and the future—and by carrying those sins, being nailed to the Cross, shedding His blood, and dying, He paid the wages of sin in full. And He rose again in three days and became the everlasting Savior, who overcame sin and death.

      

      When light shines, what was hidden in the darkness is revealed. Before the light of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, a person first sees the fact that there is sin in his heart and that he cannot remove that sin with his own deeds. At the same time, he also discovers the righteousness of God—that Jesus already took all those sins upon Himself and was judged for them. The light of the gospel does not only expose sin and drive us to despair; it shows the completed salvation and makes us gain life through faith.

      From that time Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” John the Baptist had also cried out the same word, but the positions and roles of the two were not the same. John prepared people to receive the Christ who would come after him, whereas Jesus, as the King of heaven and the Savior, proclaimed the kingdom of God Himself.

      Here, repentance does not stop at the act of continually listing the sins one has committed as one remembers them and asking for forgiveness. It is necessary to regret one’s sins and acknowledge one’s wrongs, but the tears of regret and repeated prayers cannot themselves pay the wages of sin. True repentance is realizing that the way one has been going is wrong and changing direction onto the way of salvation that God has appointed.

      We must turn back from the way of trying to become righteous with our own good deeds, our keeping of the Law, and our religious acts. We must also turn back from the faith that tried to wash away sin with our own prayers each time we committed it. It is because the power to wash away sin lies not in human resolution or prayer, but in the redemption Jesus has accomplished.

      Repentance before the gospel is believing the fact that Jesus took all my sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, received all the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and rose again to become my perfect Savior. To lay down one’s own righteousness and accept into one’s heart the righteousness of God that Jesus Christ has fulfilled is the true change of direction.

      

      Such repentance does not end with changing one doctrine in one’s head. Those who believe the gospel of the water and the Spirit in their hearts and have received the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit do not take sin lightly. When they do wrong, they acknowledge it and turn from it, and they seek to live according to the word of God. Yet they do not put forward their changed conduct as the price of the remission of sins; they rely on the grace of Jesus, who has already completed the salvation.

      The word “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” means that Jesus, the King of heaven, came among people. The kingdom of God is not a vague place that exists only in the distant future; it drew near to people through the word and the saving ministry of Jesus the King. By believing in Him, sinners escape from the rule of sin and the Devil and become a people under the reign of God.

      At the same time, this word also includes the hope of the kingdom of God that will appear in completeness in the future. When Jesus comes again, the powers of sin, death, and the Devil will be judged completely, and the saved will live with the Lord in the everlasting kingdom. But we must not arbitrarily calculate the date and time of the Second Coming on the basis of this word. Instead of guessing dates, believers must believe the gospel now and live according to the will of God.

      The standard for entering the kingdom of heaven does not lie in how long a person has led a religious life or how many good deeds he has done. What matters is whether the sin of his heart has been washed away by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Those who believe in Jesus, who took all sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, and in the blood of the Cross and the resurrection receive the remission of all their sins, receive the Holy Spirit, and become the people of the kingdom of God.

      

      To believe the gospel is not to hold on only to the memory of having once acknowledged some sentence in the past while turning away from the word in the present. Believers must even now believe the salvation Jesus has accomplished as the truth and keep it in their hearts. Whenever sin and weakness are revealed in their lives, they must not return to their own righteousness, but must live by faith, confirming again the completed gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      The gospel is not given only to a particular nation or class, but to all people. The darkness of sin and death does not distinguish nationality, language, or status, and the light of the gospel of the water and the Spirit is needed by everyone. No one is excluded from salvation because he has too many sins or too poor a background.

      Those who have received the remission of sins through the baptism He received from John, the Cross, and the resurrection must not boast that they themselves are the source of the light. The light is Jesus Christ alone, and believers are those who convey that light. They must serve people not by making them depend on themselves, but so that they may hear and believe the gospel Jesus has completed and receive the remission of sins.

      Even in the situation where John the Baptist had been arrested, Jesus did not stop preaching the gospel. The work of God does not end because of one person’s circumstances or the world’s obstruction. Even when the ministry of one servant is restricted, God carries on another ministry in His own time and way, and He fulfills the word He has promised.

      

      Matthew 4:12–17 is the word in which Jesus went to the people of Galilee sitting in darkness and the shadow of death and shone a great light on them. That light is the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which Jesus Christ completed by having the sins of mankind passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John and through the Cross and the resurrection. Those who turn from the way of their own righteousness and wrong faith and believe this gospel in their hearts receive the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit, and become the people of the kingdom of God under the reign of Jesus, the King of heaven.

      • JESUS FIRST SOUGHT OUT ORDINARY FISHERMEN AND CALLED THEM AS HIS DISCIPLES, AND HE MADE THEM FISHERS OF MEN, WHO WOULD FOLLOW HIM AND PREACH THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT TO SAVE THE SOULS FALLEN INTO SIN AND DEATH

      “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him” (Matthew 4:18–22).

      After beginning to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee. There He saw Simon Peter and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea, and going on a little farther, He saw James and John, who were mending their nets in the boat with their father Zebedee. Jesus called these four men as His first disciples.

      

      There are things Jesus did first, before He called His disciples. He had taken all the sins of mankind upon His own body with the baptism He received from John, had overcome all the temptations of the Devil in the wilderness, and had begun to preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven in Galilee. In the days ahead, He would carry the sin of the world He had taken upon Himself, be nailed to the Cross and judged, and rise again from death to complete the salvation.

      Therefore the disciples were not called to make the plan of salvation themselves or to help Jesus complete the salvation. From beginning to end, the One who carries out salvation is Jesus Christ. Jesus first began the work of saving sinners, and He sought out and called the people who would learn and preach the gospel He would accomplish.

      Peter and Andrew, James and John were not men of high position and learning in the religious society of that day. They were ordinary fishermen who made their living by catching fish in the Sea of Galilee. Jesus did not pick only those equipped with religious renown and human qualifications to make them His disciples.

      This fact does not mean that God regards learning and training as worthless. To know and preach the gospel accurately, learning the word and being trained are necessary. It only means that the fundamental condition for establishing a person as a worker of the gospel does not lie in worldly education, position, or eloquence. The Lord calls even ordinary and insufficient people, makes them learn by following Him, and makes them the workers He needs.

      Jesus first said, “Follow Me.” To become a disciple does not stop at merely accumulating much knowledge about Jesus or calling His name as a religious title. It is to believe in Jesus as one’s Savior and Lord, to learn His word, and to live following the direction in which He goes.

      

      The order in which Jesus said, “Follow Me,” and then said, “I will make you fishers of men,” is important. It is not that the disciples first became excellent preachers by their own ability and then followed Jesus. In the course of their following Jesus and seeing and learning His word and His ministry, the Lord made them fishers of men.

      In the words “I will make you” is contained the promise that the Lord would take responsibility for training them. Peter and Andrew knew how to catch fish, but from the start they were not men who could fully explain the gospel. Nor were James and John men whose character and thinking were perfect from the start. But the Lord called them in their insufficiency, taught them with the word, and established them as workers of the Holy Spirit.

      Therefore we must not refuse every calling of the Lord merely because our knowledge and ability are insufficient. Conversely, we must not preach our own thoughts as if they were the gospel, without learning, merely because we have zeal. Those who follow the Lord must first believe the gospel of the water and the Spirit accurately, learn the written word, and, receiving the guidance of the Holy Spirit, preach the same gospel to others.

      To become a fisher of men does not mean to make people one’s own partisans or to gather them under one’s own name. Nor is it to hold people captive in a religious organization by using their weaknesses, or to demand faith by coercion. It means to preach the gospel of life to the souls drowning in the deep waters of sin and death and to lead them to Jesus Christ.

      

      With the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus took the sins of all the people of the world upon Himself. And by carrying those sins, being nailed to the Cross, shedding His blood, and dying, He received the judgment of sin in our place, and He rose again in three days and became the perfect Savior. When a person believes this gospel in his heart, he receives the remission of all his sins, receives the Holy Spirit as a gift, and becomes a child of God.

      The One who actually saves people is Jesus. A preacher can neither take another person’s sins upon himself nor give the Holy Spirit with his own eloquence. He is a person who accurately preaches the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus has completed, and helps the hearer believe in Christ through the word. The power of salvation lies not in the preacher’s personal charm or skill of persuasion, but in the gospel.

      When Peter and Andrew heard Jesus’ calling, they “immediately” left their nets and followed Jesus. When James and John received the calling, they too “immediately” left the boat and their father behind and followed Jesus. The text emphasizes the point that the four men did not take Jesus’ calling lightly or keep putting it off, but responded at once.

      This does not mean that they understood every fact about Jesus completely from the beginning. As they went about following Jesus, they learned many words, and at times they misunderstood or failed. But they believed the authority of the One who had called them and first entered the way of following Him. A disciple is not a person who sets out knowing everything, but a person who sets out trusting the Lord and who learns and is changed while following Him.

      

      That they left their nets means that they put the calling of Jesus before the means that had until then sustained their livelihood. By leaving the boat, they exalted the calling of the Lord above their property and the base of their living. That they left their father behind does not mean that they hated their family or discarded their responsibility toward their parents; it means that they placed the calling of Jesus in the highest place of their lives, even above their family.

      This text must not be applied as a command that every believer must literally abandon his job, property, and family. The Scriptures teach us to honor our parents, take responsibility for our families, and work honestly. Some may be called to lay down their livelihood and be devoted entirely to the ministry of the gospel, but many believers serve the Lord within their own occupations and homes and take part in the preaching of the gospel.

      What matters is that one’s job, money, and family do not occupy a place higher than Jesus. When they clash with the word of the Lord, we must not hold on only to our own profit, but must put the will of God first. We can also use our livelihood not as a means of filling only our own desires, but as a channel for carrying out the responsibility God has entrusted to us and for serving the gospel.

      Nor is there only one way of taking part in the preaching of the gospel. One can meet people in person and explain the gospel; one can translate, write down, and deliver the word; and one can support that work with prayer, material things, skills, and service. Though the work each one is given differs, if we serve so that sinners may hear the gospel and be saved, we are taking part together in the ministry of the fishers of men.

      However, service and dedication must not become conditions for being saved. First we must believe the gospel that Jesus has saved us completely with the baptism He received from John, the Cross, and the resurrection. We serve the Lord not in order to receive the remission of sins; because we have already received the remission of sins by grace, we follow Him and serve the gospel with thanksgiving.

      

      Salvation and discipleship are distinguished from each other, yet they are related. Salvation is received freely by believing what Jesus has completed. The life of a disciple is the life in which the saved know the love of the Lord who saved them and take part in His word and His mission. Jesus’ perfect redemption does not become imperfect because our service is lacking, but the saved come to set their hearts on the work of saving other souls as well, rather than living only for themselves.

      The gospel of the water and the Spirit does not end with making a person merely an individual who does not go to hell. Those who believe the gospel and receive the Holy Spirit come to look, with the heart of Jesus, at the people still under sin and death. Just as they themselves heard the gospel through someone’s service, they come to have the heart that desires to convey the word of life to others.

      The Holy Spirit does not entrust the same office or the same amount of work to everyone. Some preach the word before many people, some serve one soul for a long time, and others help from behind so that the gospel may be delivered. Therefore we must not value only the conspicuous roles or judge another person’s mission by our own standard. What is important is to be faithful in the place the Lord has entrusted to us.

      The calling of Jesus is not an evaluation made by looking only at one’s present ability. He did not say, “Become fishers of men”; He said, “I will make you fishers of men.” It is the Lord who calls insufficient people, trains them through the word and experience, corrects them when they fall, and finally makes them workers who can serve other souls.

      

      This does not mean, however, that whenever someone demands work in the name of the Lord, we must unconditionally accept it as the calling of God. Every calling and ministry must be discerned as to whether it agrees with the written word, whether it is a work that serves the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and whether it is fitting to the gifts and responsibilities the Holy Spirit has given. The final standard of a disciple is not human authority but Jesus Christ and His word.

      A disciple does not make others depend on himself. The One whom Peter and Andrew, James and John had to preach was not themselves but Jesus Christ. Today’s workers of the gospel also must not exalt their own experiences and abilities, but must testify to the fact that Jesus took the sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist and completed the salvation with the Cross and the resurrection.

      A fisher of men also needs patience. Just as a fisherman casts his net, waits, and mends the torn places, so the one who preaches the gospel must not think that everyone will believe at once because he has spoken once. He must listen to the other person, clear up misunderstandings, and serve with love so that the word may enter the heart, without forcing it impatiently. It is because salvation is a work the Holy Spirit accomplishes through the word.

      Nor must a worker of the gospel put forward the number of people as his own achievement, as if boasting of the number of fish. If one person has been saved, it has come about by the power of the gospel, by which Jesus removed all sins, and by the work of the Holy Spirit. Instead of boasting of what he has done, a preacher must give the glory to God, who saved the sinner.

      

      Those who have received the remission of sins by believing in the baptism He received from John, the Cross, and the resurrection must examine the purpose of their lives again. They must look back on whether they are living only for money, honor, and security, or whether they are also using the time, talents, and material things entrusted to them for the work of other souls hearing the gospel. To follow the Lord is not only to give up one’s daily life; it is to offer the purpose and direction of one’s daily life to Him.

      Matthew 4:18–22 is the word in which Jesus first sought out four ordinary fishermen, called them, and made them workers of the gospel who follow Him and save people. They were not chosen because they were fully qualified; they were called by the grace of the Lord, and accepting that calling as the priority of their lives, they followed immediately. Those who have received the remission of sins and the Holy Spirit through the gospel of the water and the Spirit have likewise been called to the life of fishers of men—not staying at living only for themselves, but serving, each in his own place, so that other souls may believe in Jesus Christ and gain life.

      • JESUS WENT ABOUT ALL GALILEE TEACHING AND PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND BY DRIVING OUT SICKNESS, PAIN, AND THE POWER OF DEMONS, HE REVEALED THAT HE IS THE KING OF HEAVEN, WHO WOULD COMPLETELY SAVE BOTH SOUL AND BODY

      “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan” (Matthew 4:23–25).

      

      After calling His disciples, Jesus did not stay in one place and just wait for people to come to Him. He went throughout all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing the sick and the weak. He went in person to the people who were in sin and pain.

      In this passage appear three important works that show the ministry of Jesus. The first is the work of teaching; the second is the work of preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven; and the third is the work of healing all kinds of sickness and disease. These three are connected with one another, yet each has its own meaning.

      The work of teaching is expounding so that people may know the word of God rightly. Even in those days people read the Scriptures in the synagogues and led religious lives, but they could still be without accurate knowledge of the righteousness of God and His will of salvation. Jesus brought to light the true meaning of the word, which had been veiled by human tradition and self-righteousness, and He taught how God saves sinners.

      If a person does not learn the word, he easily mistakes his own thoughts for the will of God. Even with religious zeal, if he does not know God’s method of washing away sin, he may rely on his own deeds and repeated prayers of repentance. The teaching of Jesus was the light that makes a person abandon his own righteousness and know the righteousness of salvation that God has established.

      

      Preaching is the work of proclaiming with authority what God has already determined. Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom of heaven was at hand and that people should believe in Him and become the people of the kingdom of God. The gospel of the kingdom of heaven is not a method by which a person climbs up to heaven himself by doing many good deeds; it is the glad news that the King of heaven came to sinners and saved them.

      Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon His own body with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. And by carrying those sins, being nailed to the Cross, shedding His blood, and dying, He paid the wages of sin completely, and He rose again in three days and became the everlasting Savior. This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which leads sinners into the kingdom of God.

      In Matthew chapter 4 the Cross and the resurrection had not yet taken place historically, but Jesus had already had the sins of mankind passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John and was walking the road to complete that salvation. Therefore the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that He preached was not simply news that worldly circumstances would improve, but the gospel of being saved from sin and judgment and becoming the people of God.

      Jesus not only taught and preached the word, but also healed all kinds of sickness and disease among the people. He was not One who cared only for people’s souls while turning away from the pain of their bodies. He pitied the people suffering from various diseases and torments and healed their actual pain.

      The healing of the sick reveals the compassion of Jesus, and with it His identity and authority. Jesus is the Creator, who is above sickness, demons, and every power that oppresses man. That sickness departed and demons were driven out when He spoke and reached out His hand was a sign that the King of heaven had come into the world of sin and death.

      

      The gospel of the kingdom of heaven is not merely words and theory, but the power of God that restores life. Through Jesus’ healing, the fact that the King of life and restoration had come into the world of sin and death was revealed. He showed in advance that when the kingdom of God comes in completeness in the future, sin, sickness, and death will no longer rule over the people of God.

      However, we must not conclude that every disease is the direct result of a particular sin that the person has committed. That a person is sick does not mean that he has more sins or less faith than others. To condemn people with diseases and disabilities, or to judge that they must have hidden sins, is not the intent of this text.

      The text records separately “those who were demon-possessed,” “epileptics,” and “paralytics.” Therefore we must not identify every mental, neurological, and physical illness with the work of demons. Illnesses such as epilepsy and paralysis need proper medical diagnosis and treatment, and receiving treatment is not an act of insufficient faith.

      The people Jesus healed were those afflicted with various diseases and torments. This means that His power was not limited to any one kind of disease. Jesus ruled even over the diseases, torments, and powers of demons that are hard for man to overcome. People brought to Jesus those they could not help by their own strength, and He did not turn away from them.

      These miracles of healing must not be turned into a promise that today every disease will surely be healed at once if one believes in Jesus. The text records special signs that appeared in the public ministry of Jesus. God can heal the sick even now, but He has not promised to heal everyone at the same time and in the same way.

      

      Therefore we must not condemn a person as unsaved or as having no faith because his sickness has not been healed. The health of the body and the remission of sins are not the same thing. Even if the body is healthy, if sin remains in the heart, one cannot escape the eternal judgment; and even if the body is sick, whoever believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit receives the remission of all his sins and becomes a child of God.

      Even if the diseases of the body are healed, a person still grows old and dies someday. But the remission of sins and everlasting life are eternal. Therefore the most fundamental salvation Jesus gives does not stop at temporarily improving the condition of the body; it is to remove sin completely and to save the soul from the power of death.

      Because Jesus took all our sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John and received the judgment of those sins on the Cross, whoever believes this gospel receives the remission of all his sins, no matter what sins he has committed. The diseases of the body may arise again even after treatment, but the remission of sins that Jesus completed is not an incomplete salvation that must be supplemented by repeated human acts.

      The Holy Spirit comes upon those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and receive the remission of sins. The Holy Spirit delivers a person’s heart from sin and condemnation and leads him to live as a child of God. The ground for receiving the Holy Spirit lies not in the experience of being healed or of seeing miracles, but in believing in the heart the word of salvation that Jesus Christ has completed.

      The fame of Jesus spread beyond Galilee throughout all Syria. People did not leave their sick family members and neighbors alone; they brought them to Jesus. Love for those who were suffering did not remain merely a feeling of pity, but was expressed in the act of bringing them to Jesus, who could help them.

      

      Believers today also must actually help the suffering rather than condemn them. We must pray for the sick, help them receive proper medical help, and stay beside the lonely and the weak. At the same time, we must not stop at providing only bodily help without preaching the gospel that saves the soul. What people need is care, and with it the gospel that gives the remission of sins and everlasting life.

      Conversely, we must not turn away from the practical needs of the sick in the name of preaching the gospel. Jesus did not preach the word only and send the suffering away. While teaching and preaching, He also healed the sick and the weak. The community that believes the gospel must likewise carry out together the work of conveying the truth and the work of caring for suffering neighbors with love.

      Great multitudes followed Jesus from Galilee, from Decapolis, from Jerusalem, from Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. These regions were places where people of different cultures and backgrounds lived. The ministry of Jesus was not confined to one region and class, but began to influence people of many regions.

      The gospel of the water and the Spirit is not limited to a particular nation, language, or social position. The sins Jesus took upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist are not the sins of one nation only, but the sins of all the people of the world. The salvation completed with the Cross and the resurrection is likewise given equally to whoever believes.

      However, the fact that many people followed Jesus does not mean that they all believed the gospel fully and received the remission of sins. Some came to hear the word, some wanted to be healed of their diseases, and some may have followed because of the amazing rumors. Being gathered around Jesus or experiencing miracles is distinguished from believing His salvation in one’s heart.

      

      Even today, people can follow Jesus only for the purpose of miracles, blessings, and the solving of problems. But the center of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven is not worldly success or bodily health, but the remission of sins and everlasting life. Even if one has received healing and material answers, if the sin of his heart remains as it is, he has not received the most important grace of the gospel.

      We must believe the fact that Jesus took all my sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, paid the wages of those sins on the Cross, and rose again to become my Savior. To receive the remission of all the sins of the heart and to receive the Holy Spirit through this faith is the fundamental healing that the gospel of the kingdom of heaven gives.

      This does not mean, however, that we may regard the pain of the body as unimportant while emphasizing spiritual salvation. Just as Jesus pitied and healed the sick, believers also must respect the pain of those who are sick in body and mind. We must not use their condition as material for sermons or evaluate the level of their faith; we must respect them as persons and provide the help they need.

      Having just been called to be fishers of men in the preceding passage, the disciples of Jesus watched this ministry at His side. They learned that saving people is not only preaching the gospel with words, but also teaching the word, proclaiming salvation, and caring for the suffering with compassion. A disciple is not a person who uses the power of Jesus for his own honor, but a person who conveys His truth and love.

      

      Nor must the Church set its aim on gathering people by showing off miracles and healing. Nor must it oppress people by saying that if their sickness is healed their faith is good, and if it is not healed their faith is lacking. The central mission of the Church is to teach and preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven accurately, and to serve so that those who hear the gospel may believe in Jesus Christ and receive the remission of sins.

      Jesus’ healing also gives the hope of the complete restoration to come. Those who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit may fall sick and grow old on this earth, but when the Lord comes again, they will be resurrected with incorruptible bodies. Then sickness, pain, and death will no longer rule over the people of the kingdom of God.

      Matthew 4:23–25 is the word in which Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching the word, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing the people under various diseases and torments.Jesus is the Savior who is above every power of sickness, demons, sin, and death. Those who believe in Jesus, who took all sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John and completed the salvation with the Cross and the resurrection, receive the remission of all their sins and receive the Holy Spirit and everlasting life regardless of the condition of their bodies, and in the kingdom of God to come they will enjoy the complete restoration of soul and body.
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      • [QUESTION] 1. EXPLAIN THE OFFICES AND THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST REVEALED IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 4.

      Matthew chapter 4 records how Jesus Christ overcame the Devil’s temptation in the wilderness, preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven in Galilee, called His disciples, and healed the sick, beginning His public ministry. After taking all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, and there, after fasting for forty days, He was tempted by the Devil.

      “Christ” means the Anointed One, and it reveals that Jesus is the One who holds all three offices of King, Prophet, and High Priest. In Matthew chapter 4 these three offices are revealed concretely through Jesus’ words and deeds.

      First, Jesus ministered as the High Priest and Savior. Having received onto His own body all the sins of the world with the baptism He received from John, Jesus became the representative of mankind and was tempted by the Devil. The first man Adam fell to the Devil’s enticement in the Garden of Eden, where food was abundant, but Jesus overcame every temptation in the wilderness, where there was nothing, even while hungry from fasting forty days. Jesus is the sinless and unblemished sacrificial offering, the true High Priest who obeys God completely in the place of sinners.

      

      The Devil used the needs of the flesh by telling Jesus to turn the stones into bread; he tried to make Him test God’s protection by telling Him to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple; and he tempted Him by saying that he would give Him the glory of all the kingdoms of the world if He would worship him. This was a temptation that used material things, religious honor, and worldly power to make Jesus deviate from the will of God and to obstruct the work of salvation heading toward the Cross. But all three times Jesus drove back the Devil with the written word of God. Jesus is the holy Savior, who overcomes Satan’s enticement and power.

      Moreover, that Jesus Himself received the three temptations and overcame them all with the word shows that temptations using the needs of the flesh, religious display, and the glory of the world can come upon the saved as well, and shows how they must overcome at such times by believing and holding on to the written word.

      Second, Jesus ministered as the true Prophet, who proclaims the word of God. After John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth, He dwelt in Capernaum. This fulfilled the word of the prophet that a great light would shine on Zebulun and Naphtali and Galilee of the Gentiles. Jesus Christ appeared as the great light of salvation to the people sitting in the darkness of sin and death.

      Jesus preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Here, repentance means not simply regretting one’s wrongs or shedding tears, but turning back from the way of living according to one’s own thoughts and sins apart from God and accepting the word of God and Jesus Christ. Jesus carried out the office of Prophet, teaching accurately the will of God, the state of the sinner, and the way of salvation, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom of heaven.

      

      Third, Jesus ministered as the King of heaven. That Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom of heaven was at hand means that Jesus, the King of heaven, had come among people. When the Devil tempted Him with the offer of all the kingdoms of the world, Jesus did not compromise with him and try to become a king of this world. He walked the way of the righteous King, who obeys God alone, destroys the power of sin and Satan, and saves souls.

      Jesus the King called Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John by the Sea of Galilee. In the words “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” is revealed the authority of the King, who calls people and entrusts them with their mission. They immediately left their nets, their boat, and their father behind and followed Jesus. Jesus called ordinary fishermen as His disciples and established them as workers who would afterward preach the gospel and lead the souls fallen into sin and death to God.

      Jesus also went throughout all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing all kinds of sickness and disease among the people. Jesus, who healed those afflicted with various diseases and torments, the demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics, is the King above sickness, demons, and every power that oppresses man. At the same time it reveals the compassion of the Shepherd and Savior, who pities the suffering. Through this healing ministry the gospel of the kingdom of heaven did not stay in words only, but came with the actual power and authority of God.

      

      The ministry of Jesus can be summed up as teaching, preaching the gospel, and healing the sick. His teaching made people realize the will of God; His preaching of the gospel made known the way to be saved from sin and death; and His healing revealed His compassion and kingly authority. As a result, the fame of Jesus spread as far as Syria, and great multitudes followed Him from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

      The ministry that began in Matthew chapter 4 heads toward the salvation that would be completed. Jesus had already taken all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist; after overcoming all the temptations of the Devil, He carried those sins and received the judgment of sin by shedding His blood and dying on the Cross, and He rose again from death and completed the salvation. Jesus Christ, who appears in Matthew chapter 4, is thus the true Prophet, who preaches the word; the High Priest, who accomplishes the atonement with His own body; and the King of heaven and perfect Savior, who overcomes the powers of Satan, sickness, and death.

      • [QUESTION] 2. IN MATTHEW 4:1, BY WHOM WAS JESUS LED INTO THE WILDERNESS TO BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL?

      Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. Jesus was tempted not by chance, but within the will of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

      Jesus, who drove back all the Devil’s enticements in the wilderness with the word of God, is the sinless Son of God, who obeys the will of God completely, and the Savior, who overcomes the power of Satan.

      

      • [QUESTION] 3. AT THE VERY POINT WHEN JESUS HAD RECEIVED ALL THE SINS OF THE WORLD PASSED ON TO HIS OWN BODY BY BEING BAPTIZED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST, WHY DID HE HAVE TO BE LED STRAIGHT INTO THE WILDERNESS, FAST FORTY DAYS AND NIGHTS, AND BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL WHILE HUNGRY?

      It was no accident that Jesus went straight into the wilderness right after the event of the Jordan River. It is written, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.” Here, the One who led Jesus into the wilderness was the Holy Spirit, but the one who enticed Jesus was the Devil. The Holy Spirit did not leave Jesus to fall into temptation as one weaker than the Devil; He led Him to reveal that, as the Savior, He would drive back the Devil’s enticement head-on and obey the will of God to the very end.

      With the baptism He received from John, Jesus received all the sins of the world passed on to His own body once and for all. This does not mean that Jesus became a sinner in His essence or that evil arose in His heart. Jesus was still the sinless and holy Son of God, but in the place of sinners He took upon Himself the legal responsibility and burden of mankind’s sins. Now He had to carry those sins fully to the Cross and receive the punishment of sin by shedding His blood and dying.

      

      The Devil’s purpose in tempting Jesus at that very time was to stop the work of salvation and make Him deviate from the will of God. If Jesus had surrendered to the Devil’s enticement and committed His own sin, He could not have been judged for the sins of others as the sinless Lamb of God. Therefore the temptation in the wilderness was an important course that revealed that Jesus, who had taken the sins of mankind upon Himself, would obey to the very end as the unblemished sacrificial offering and go forward to the Cross.

      The Devil’s first temptation used the needs of the flesh. Jesus was extremely hungry after fasting forty days, and the Devil tempted Him to turn the stones into bread. It is not that Jesus lacked the power to turn stones into bread. It was a temptation to make Him use His power for His own flesh without waiting for the will and the time of God. But Jesus overcame the temptation by putting the word and the will of God before the food of the flesh.

      The second temptation used religious display and honor. The Devil set Jesus on the pinnacle of the temple and told Him to throw Himself down, even quoting the word about God’s protection. This was an enticement to display His identity to people through a miracle and to test whether God would really protect Him. Jesus refused the way of fulfilling one’s own desire by distorting the word, and He did not tempt God.

      The third temptation was the enticement to gain the kingship and glory of the world without passing through the Cross. The Devil said that he would give Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory if He would worship him. This meant abandoning the way of suffering and the Cross—the way of carrying the sin of the world He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist—and becoming the king of the world the easy way by compromising with Satan. But Jesus did not worship Satan; by worshiping and serving God alone, He chose the way of obedience toward the Cross.

      

      There is meaning also in Jesus’ fasting for forty days. In the Scriptures the number forty appears in connection with periods of testing and discipline. The people of Israel were tested in the wilderness for forty years, but they disobeyed many times. The first man Adam also fell to the Devil’s enticement in the abundant Garden of Eden. But Jesus, fasting forty days in the wilderness where there was nothing, obeyed the word of God completely even in the state where His flesh was weakest. Jesus is the true Representative, who overcame temptation in the place of Adam and Israel, who had failed.

      Because Jesus is true God and at the same time came truly clothed in the flesh of man, He was actually hungry. Because Jesus actually experienced hunger, weariness, and the weakness of the body, He knows man’s weakness and can have compassion on it. Yet He only experienced the weakness of the flesh; He did not yield to the enticement of sin in the least. Jesus did not evade the temptation with His divine power; He overcame every temptation by believing and obeying the written word of God.

      In Jesus’ receiving this temptation Himself there was also the intent to show the saved saints the way to overcome temptation. He taught us in person that when temptations using the problem of making a living, religious display, and the glory of the world come upon the righteous, they must not rely on their own wisdom or the strength of the flesh, but must believe and hold on to the written word of God, as Jesus did, and stand against the Devil.

      

      The temptation in the wilderness was not an event that newly made Jesus the sinless Savior; it was an event that revealed that He is already the sinless Son of God, the One who overcomes the power of the Devil. Also, Jesus, who had taken the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, carried those sins fully to the Cross without surrendering to any enticement or suffering. When the temptation ended, the Devil left, and angels came and ministered to Jesus.

      In the end, the work of salvation that began at the Jordan River, the temptation in the wilderness, and the Cross and the resurrection are not separate events. Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, overcame the Devil’s obstruction in the wilderness with the word, and received all the punishment of sin by carrying those sins and shedding His blood and dying on the Cross. And He rose again from death, completely overcoming the powers of sin, death, and the Devil, and became our Savior. Therefore Jesus went straight into the wilderness to reveal that, as the Savior who had taken the sins of mankind upon Himself, He would overcome the Devil’s temptation, obey the will of God to the very end, and complete the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      • [QUESTION] 4. HOW DOES THE SCRIPTURE SPEAK TO US OF THE LESSON ON WHY JESUS CHRIST HAD TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT AND TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL IN THE WILDERNESS?

      Jesus Christ, who was led by the Spirit and tempted by the Devil in the wilderness, is the sinless Savior, who overcomes the power of the Devil and obeys the will of God to the very end. At the same time, it teaches the fact that those who have received the remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit also go through the Devil’s temptations and spiritual battles while they lead their lives of faith in this world.

      

      Jesus went into the wilderness right after taking all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John. As can be seen from this order, the idea that a person meets no temptation at all after receiving the remission of sins is mistaken. Rather, the Devil hinders the saved from believing the word of God, makes them live according to the worries of the flesh and the desires of the world, and obstructs them from serving God and the gospel. Therefore we must not think that we have been forsaken by God merely because temptation comes.

      However, it is not the Holy Spirit who entices people to sin. The One who led Jesus into the wilderness was the Holy Spirit, but the one who tempted Him was the Devil. God may allow testing so that our faith may stand firm on the word, but the one who seduces us to commit sin is the Devil. Therefore, when hardship comes, rather than resenting God, we must discern what unbelief and desire the Devil is trying to plant in that situation.

      The first temptation gives a lesson concerning the problem of making a living and the needs of the flesh. The Devil told the hungry Jesus to turn the stones into bread. In the same way, the Devil tempts the saints to abandon the word of God or compromise with the gospel by putting forward the problems of job, money, food, and living. But man’s life does not depend on material things alone; it depends on the word and the care of God. The saints must not ignore the needs of the flesh, but neither must they abandon their faith and the will of God because of the problem of making a living.

      

      The second temptation gives a lesson concerning religious honor and mysterious experiences. The Devil, too, quoted the word of the Scriptures and told Jesus to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple. Not every Claim becomes the truth just because it quotes Bible verses. To cut out the word to fit one’s own desires or to demand miracles and signs from God is not faith but a matter of tempting God. True faith is not seeking marvelous experiences or people’s praise, but believing and obeying the right meaning of the written word.

      The third temptation gives a lesson concerning the power and glory of the world. The Devil said that he would give all the kingdoms of the world if He would worship him. Even today the Devil tempts us to forsake the truth and compromise with the world in order to gain success, honor, and power. But however much one gains, it is of no benefit if he loses God and becomes a servant of the Devil. The saints must put worshiping God alone and serving His will before being exalted in the world.

      Jesus did not argue with the Devil with human wisdom or show off His power; all three times He drove back the temptation with the written word. This fact teaches that the power to win the spiritual battle lies not in a person’s resolution or feelings, but in knowing and believing the word of God accurately. When the Devil plants doubt through circumstances and feelings, the saints must hold on not to their own thoughts but to what God has already accomplished in the word.

      In particular, the Devil points out the saints’ sins, condemns them as having become sinners again, and makes them doubt their salvation. At such times the saints must not be shaken by looking at their own insufficient conduct, but must believe the word: that Jesus took all their sins—past, present, and future—upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, received all the judgment of those sins on the Cross, and rose again from death. The remission of sins is not obtained as the reward for overcoming temptations well; it is received by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ has completed.

      

      Moreover, Jesus’ forty-day fast does not mean that one must do much fasting or asceticism to be saved and overcome the Devil. Jesus obeyed the word even in the situation where His flesh was weakest. This teaches us to rely on the word of God not only when circumstances are good, but also in hunger, pain, and hardship.

      Therefore the lesson of the temptation in the wilderness is clear. Temptation comes even to the saved, but Jesus Christ is stronger than the Devil who tempts, and the Holy Spirit is with the saints. The saints must not chase after the worries of the flesh, religious display, and the glory of the world, but must believe the written word and worship God only and serve Him only. And even in the midst of temptation, they must keep the faith that their salvation is perfect, serve the gospel, and live following Jesus.

      • [QUESTION] 5. IN MATTHEW 4:1, EXPLAIN WHAT KIND OF BEING THE DEVIL IS, OF WHOM THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS.

      The Devil of whom the Scripture speaks is not simply an evil thought in a person’s mind or an expression symbolizing evil, but a spiritual being that actually works with personality and will. In Matthew chapter 4 the Devil approaches Jesus and speaks, quotes the word of the Scriptures, presents various conditions, and leaves at Jesus’ command. Therefore the Devil is not an impersonal force of evil, but an actual spiritual being that thinks, speaks, and deliberately entices people.

      

      The Devil was originally a spiritual creature that God created, but he became proud, opposed God, and fell. “Satan” means adversary, and “devil” carries the meaning of one who slanders or accuses. He tries to take the place of God, obstructs the will of God and the work of salvation, and draws people away from God.

      The Devil’s representative work is lying, seducing, and tempting. Sometimes he denies the word of God outright, but at other times he takes a part of the word out of its context and interprets and uses it falsely. In the wilderness, too, he quoted the word of the Scriptures to entice Jesus to tempt God. Therefore the mere fact that someone quotes Bible verses does not make all his words the truth. We must discern whether they agree with the will of God and the teaching of the whole Scriptures.

      The Devil also uses man’s fleshly desires, the worries of living, the desire for honor, and the desire for power. He makes the problem of making a living look bigger than God, makes people pursue miracles and mysterious experiences, and tempts them to forsake the truth and compromise in order to gain the success and glory of the world. After making a person sin, he accuses and condemns him on the ground of that sin, making him fear and avoid God.

      But the Devil is not a being equal to God. He is merely a creature; he is not almighty, not all-knowing, and not able to be everywhere at the same time. He cannot act at will outside the bounds of God’s permission and rule, and he must submit before the word of God and the authority of Jesus Christ. The Devil left when Jesus commanded him with the word in the wilderness. That is, the Devil has only limited power.

      

      The important purpose for which the Devil tempted Jesus was to obstruct God’s work of salvation. Jesus had taken all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, and He had to carry those sins to the Cross and be judged. The Devil tried to make Jesus deviate from the way of the Cross by using material things, religious honor, and the power of the world, but Jesus drove back every temptation with the word.

      Jesus carried the sins of mankind that He had taken upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and by rising again from death He overcame the powers of sin, death, and the Devil. Therefore those who have received the remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit do not need to fear the Devil excessively. Yet they must not take his seduction lightly; they must know and believe the word of God accurately and discern his lies and enticements.

      In the end, the Devil is an actual spiritual being that opposes God and seduces people with sin and falsehood, but he is a creature already defeated by Jesus Christ. He will receive the judgment of the eternal fire on the last day, and those who have become the children of God by believing in Jesus Christ can drive back his temptation with the word and faith.

      • [QUESTION] 6. IS THE DEVIL THE ONE WHO TEMPTS US?

      Yes. The Scripture reveals the Devil as “the tempter.” Just as he tempted Jesus, the Devil approaches people, makes them doubt the word of God, and entices them to commit sin, following the desires of the flesh and the worries of the world.

      The purpose of the temptation the Devil gives is not to strengthen a person’s faith. He seeks to make people distrust God and disobey the word, and after they commit sin, he accuses and condemns them with that sin to draw them away from God. He also uses material things, honor, power, and religious pride to seduce them into putting their own desires before the will of God.

      

      However, we must not conclude that every hardship and suffering a person goes through is caused directly by the Devil. People fall into temptation because of their own fleshly greed, and they go through hardships as the results of wrong choices. God may allow hardship to refine and grow our faith, but He is not One who entices anyone to commit sin. Behind the enticement that leads to sin and unbelief is the working of the Devil.

      The Devil can use a person’s thoughts and circumstances, but he cannot take away faith or make anyone sin by force. The saints must not accept the thoughts the Devil gives, but must discern them by the word of God. Just as Jesus drove back every temptation in the wilderness with the written word, so the saints must stand against the Devil by believing the word of God rather than their own feelings and circumstances.

      Therefore the Devil is certainly the one who tempts us, but he is neither a being equal to God nor a being that cannot be overcome. Since Jesus Christ has already overcome the powers of sin, death, and the Devil, those who have received the remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit can discern and overcome the Devil’s enticement with the help of the Holy Spirit and faith in the word.

      • [QUESTION] 7. IN MATTHEW 4:2, WHY DID JESUS CHRIST FAST FORTY DAYS?

      

      Jesus Christ did not fast forty days to wash away His own sins or to become holy. Jesus is the Son of God, who has no sin from the beginning. Right after receiving all the sins of the world passed on to His own body with the baptism He received from John, Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness. And as the Savior who had taken the sins of mankind upon Himself, He faced the Devil’s temptation head-on.

      The word “And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry” shows that Jesus truly came clothed in the flesh of man. Jesus did not fast as a formality; He actually went through severe hunger and the weakness of the body. The state of having eaten nothing for forty days was, humanly speaking, the weakest point. The Devil approached Jesus at that very time and tempted Him to command that the stones become bread. It was an enticement to fill the needs of the body before the will of God, and to use the power He had as the Son of God for Himself.

      But Jesus did not solve His immediate hunger with His own power; He obeyed the word of God. Jesus drove back the temptation, saying, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” Man’s life depends not only on the food of the flesh, but on the word and the will of God.

      In the Scriptures the period of forty often represents testing and discipline. The people of Israel were tested for forty years in the wilderness, but before the needs of the flesh they resented God and disobeyed. But Jesus, while fasting forty days in the wilderness and going through extreme hunger, believed and obeyed the word of God completely. In the abundant Garden of Eden Adam fell to the Devil’s enticement, but Jesus overcame the Devil’s temptation in the wilderness where there was nothing. In this way Jesus revealed that, unlike mankind, who had failed, He is the righteous Savior, who fulfills the will of God to the very end.

      

      The fundamental purpose for which the Devil tempted Jesus was to stop Jesus, who had taken the sin of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, from carrying those sins to the Cross. The Devil tried to make Jesus choose a way without the Cross by using the needs of the flesh, religious honor, and the power of the world. If Jesus had surrendered to the Devil’s enticement and sinned, He could not have become the unblemished sacrificial offering, nor could He have accomplished the work of saving mankind from sin. Jesus, who overcame every temptation with the word even in the weakest state of the body, is the sinless Son of God and the perfect Savior.

      At the same time, by driving back all three temptations with the written word, Jesus showed us, the saved, how to deal with temptation and overcome it when it comes. He set the example that even when the needs of the flesh are desperate, we must put the word of God first; that we must not tempt God with miracles or signs; and that we must not compromise the truth to gain the glory of the world, but must worship and serve God only.

      Therefore Jesus’ forty-day fast is not mere abstinence or ascetic training, nor is it a meritorious act that one must imitate to obtain salvation. It is the event that shows that Jesus, who had taken all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, would drive back the Devil’s obstruction and obey the will of God to the very end, going forward to the Cross. Jesus overcame the temptation in the wilderness, carried the sins passed on to Him, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, saving us from the powers of sin, death, and the Devil.

      

      • [QUESTION] 8. IN MATTHEW 4:3, WHO WAS IT THAT CAME TO JESUS IN THE WILDERNESS AND TEMPTED HIM CONCERNING HIS BEING THE SON OF GOD?

      The one who came to Jesus in the wilderness and tempted Him concerning His being the Son of God is the Devil. The Scripture calls him “the tempter.”

      Saying, “If You are the Son of God,” the Devil enticed Him to make the stones become bread. This was not a question sincerely seeking to confirm whether Jesus is the Son of God, but a temptation to use His hunger of the flesh to make Him use His own power outside the will of God.

      • [QUESTION] 9. IN MATTHEW 4:3, WHAT WAS THE FIRST TEMPTATION THE DEVIL DEMANDED OF THE HUNGRY JESUS?

      The first temptation the Devil demanded of Jesus was this: “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

      The Devil used the fleshly need of Jesus, who was severely hungry after fasting forty days. Under the pretext of proving that He is the Son of God, he tempted Jesus to use His power to solve His own hunger before the will of God the Father.

      • [QUESTION] 10. IN MATTHEW 4:3, WHAT CONDITION DID THE DEVIL PUT FORWARD TO TEMPT JESUS?

      

      The Devil put forward the condition, “If You are the Son of God.” And he demanded that, to prove the fact that He is the Son of God, He should command the stones to become bread.

      This was not an attempt to sincerely confirm Jesus’ identity, but an enticement, through doubt and provocation, to make Jesus use His own power outside the will of God. But Jesus’ being the Son of God was not something to be proved by performing a miracle at the Devil’s demand. It was because God the Father had already testified in person that Jesus is His beloved Son.

      • [QUESTION] 11. IN MATTHEW 4:4, SAYING, “IT IS WRITTEN,” WITH WHAT WORD DID JESUS DRIVE BACK THE DEVIL’S TEMPTATION?

      Jesus drove back the Devil’s temptation by saying, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”

      This does not mean that the food that sustains the life of the body is unnecessary. Since man’s life and every need ultimately depend on God, it means that believing the word of God and obeying His will is more important than solving the immediate needs of the flesh. Jesus overcame the Devil’s enticement that used His hunger, with faith in and obedience to the word of God.

      • [QUESTION] 12. IN MATTHEW 4:4, WHY DID JESUS SAY, “MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD”?

      

      The most important reason Jesus spoke this word was to show us how to overcome the Devil’s temptation. Since Jesus is the Son of God, He could have turned the stones into bread with His own power, but He did not use that power to comply with the Devil’s demand. Instead, saying, “It is written,” He believed and held on to the written word of God and drove back the Devil. This teaches that man cannot overcome the Devil’s temptation with his own wisdom, will, and resolution; he can overcome it only by standing against it with faith in the word of God.

      That the Devil tempted Him with bread means that he used the most practical problem for man—the problem of making a living and the needs of the flesh. Telling Jesus, who was extremely hungry after fasting forty days, to turn the stones into bread and eat was an enticement to solve His immediate hunger before the will of God. In other words, it was a temptation to keep His own flesh alive first with His own power, without waiting for the word and guidance of God the Father.

      Jesus’ saying that man shall not live by bread alone does not mean that the food of the flesh is unnecessary or that one does not have to work. Since man has a body, he needs food, clothing, and shelter. But bread and material things are not the master of life. The One who gives man life, preserves that life, and supplies what is needed is God. Therefore it means that however desperate the problem of making a living may be, we must not abandon the word of God or follow the words of the Devil because of it.

      

      This word applies just as it is to the saved saints as well. The Devil uses material hardship and the worries of job and livelihood to tempt us, saying, “Solve the problem of making a living first, and put faith and the gospel off until later.” He also tries to make us look at our own insufficiency and the desires of the flesh so that we may give up our life of faith. Such temptations cannot be overcome by a person’s strong will or knowledge alone. When we believe and hold on to the word of God, entrust our worries and hardships to God, and pray, we can stand against the Devil with the word.

      To live “by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” means that the word of God is the true food that brings the soul to life and sustains faith. The body gains strength by eating bread, but the soul comes to life by believing and receiving the word of life that God has given. In particular, the soul that was dead in sin comes to life when it believes the gospel of the water and the Spirit: that Jesus took all the sins of the world upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, carried those sins, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, completing the salvation. The food of the flesh sustains the body for a while, but the word of the gospel saves the sinner from sin and makes him gain everlasting life.

      Therefore this word of Jesus does not stop at the general lesson that spiritual things are more important than material things. By driving back the Devil with the written word Himself, Jesus showed us the example that we too must believe and hold on to the word of God when temptation comes. The center of this word is that even when the problem of making a living and its worries come, we must not forsake the gospel, but must believe in God, who is responsible for our life and every need, and stand against the Devil with the word.

      • [QUESTION] 13. IN MATTHEW 4:5, AFTER THE FIRST TEMPTATION, WHERE DID THE DEVIL TAKE JESUS?

      

      Defeated by Jesus in the first temptation, the Devil took Him to Jerusalem, “the holy city,” and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple. And he began the second temptation, telling Him to throw Himself down from that high place.

      • [QUESTION] 14. IN THE SECOND TEMPTATION, BY MAKING JESUS DO WHAT ACTION DID THE DEVIL ENTICE HIM TO PROVE THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD?

      The Devil enticed Jesus to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple. If Jesus was the Son of God, God would send His angels to protect Him and keep His foot from striking against a stone—so he told Him to prove His identity in that way.

      This was a temptation designed to make Jesus deliberately do a dangerous act apart from the will of God and then demand God’s miraculous protection. It was also an enticement to reveal to people that He is the Son of God through a dramatic sign and to gain religious honor.

      • [QUESTION] 15. IN MATTHEW 4:6, WHICH WORD DID THE DEVIL QUOTE WHILE TELLING JESUS TO THROW HIMSELF DOWN FROM THE PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE?

      The Devil quoted Psalm 91:11–12.

      “He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your ways. In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.”

      

      This word means that God protects the one who relies on Him and follows His way. But the Devil used this word to entice Jesus to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple on purpose and put God’s protection to the test. That is, he ignored the original meaning and context of the word and quoted it distortedly in the direction of justifying his own temptation.

      • [QUESTION] 16. IN MATTHEW 4:7, HOW DID JESUS CHRIST DRIVE BACK THE SECOND TEMPTATION?

      Jesus refused the Devil’s demand to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple, and He drove back the second temptation by saying, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’”

      Although the Devil had quoted the word about God’s protection, Jesus made it clear with the word of Deuteronomy 6:16 that the quotation was wrong. Trusting God and tempting God are different. True faith is believing His protection while obeying the word of God, not deliberately doing a dangerous act and then demanding that God perform a miracle to save oneself.

      Jesus did not try to display that He is the Son of God with a miraculous sign or to gain religious honor from people. He also discerned rightly, in the light of the whole word of God, the one verse the Devil had quoted distortedly. In this way He showed that when the Devil entices us with the words of Scripture, we too must not accept his words as they are, but must drive back the temptation by believing and obeying the right meaning of the written word.

      

      • [QUESTION] 17. IN MATTHEW 4:8, WHERE DID THE DEVIL TAKE JESUS FOR THE LAST TEMPTATION?

      For the last temptation, the Devil took Jesus up on an exceedingly high mountain. There the Devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. The Scripture does not reveal the specific name or location of that mountain.

      • [QUESTION] 18. IN MATTHEW 4:9, IN THE LAST TEMPTATION, WHAT DID THE DEVIL DEMAND OF JESUS, AND WHAT DID HE SAY HE WOULD GIVE?

      The Devil demanded that Jesus fall down and worship before him. In return, he promised to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and all their glory, which he had shown Him.

      This was the enticement that if He submitted to the Devil, He could gain the kingship and glory of the world without going through the suffering of the Cross. But to accept that offer was to abandon the will of God the Father and serve the Devil.

      • [QUESTION] 19. EXPLAIN THE WAY JESUS DROVE BACK THE DEVIL THROUGH HIS WORDS RECORDED IN MATTHEW 4:10.

      

      Jesus first commanded resolutely, “Away with you, Satan!” And He said, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” Jesus did not negotiate over the Devil’s offer or engage in human argument; He refused the Devil’s demand with the written word of God.

      The core of the last temptation lay in whom to worship and whom to serve. The Devil said that he would give all the kingdoms of the world and their glory if He would fall down and worship him. But the only One who is to receive worship and service is God. To surrender to the Devil in order to gain the material things, power, and glory of the world is to deny the sovereignty of God and become a servant of the Devil, so Jesus resolutely drove back that enticement.

      Moreover, the Devil’s offer was the temptation to gain the kingship and glory of the world without passing through the suffering of the Cross. But the purpose for which Jesus came into this world was not to become a political king of the world and receive glory from people. Jesus had to take all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, carry those sins, shed His blood and die on the Cross, and rise again from death to save sinners. Therefore Jesus refused the Devil’s shortcut of glory without the Cross and obeyed to the very end the way of salvation that God the Father had appointed.

      Jesus drove back the third temptation also with the words “It is written” and taught us the way to overcome temptation. Even today the Devil tempts us with promises of material things, honor, and power, telling us to yield the word of God and the gospel to gain them. But the glory the Devil promises can neither truly bless a person nor take responsibility for him forever. Every good thing and true life come from God.

      

      Therefore the saved do not treat the material things and success of the world as sinful in themselves, but they must not exalt them above God. Whatever temptation comes, we must believe and hold on to the word of God, stand against the Devil, and worship and serve only God, who saved us. Jesus drove back the Devil’s last temptation with faith in the word and complete obedience to God, and He showed that we too must overcome temptation with the word in the same way.

      • [QUESTION] 20. EXPLAIN THE CONCLUSION OF THE TEMPTATION SHOWN IN MATTHEW 4:11.

      When Jesus drove back all three temptations with the written word of God, the Devil could not continue the temptation any longer and left Jesus. Then angels came and ministered to Jesus.

      “Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him” (Matthew 4:11).

      Jesus overcame the first temptation, which used the needs of the flesh and material things; the second, which used miracles and religious honor; and the third, which used the power and glory of the world. Because He did not compromise with the Devil’s offer in the least and obeyed the word and the will of God to the very end, the Devil could not but withdraw.

      That the angels came and ministered to Him shows that God cared for Jesus, who had fasted forty days and been tempted. Jesus did not test God’s protection forcibly by throwing Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple, but after He obeyed the will of God and overcame every temptation, God sent the angels and had Him receive the care He needed. This reveals the fact that God upholds and cares for the one who does not tempt Him but obeys the word.

      

      Moreover, this victory does not stop at a mere moral example. It was the event that revealed that Jesus, who had taken all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, would not surrender to the Devil and would carry those sins fully to the Cross as the sinless Savior. Jesus afterward shed His blood and died on the Cross and rose again from death, completing the salvation of mankind.

      Therefore the conclusion of the temptation shown in verse 11 is the complete victory of Jesus Christ and the defeat of the Devil. At the same time, when temptation comes, we too must not rely on our own wisdom and will, but must believe and hold on to the written word and stand against the Devil, and we must worship and serve God only. God upholds those who thus believe and obey the word.

      • [QUESTION] 21. JESUS NOT ONLY ACCOMPLISHED OUR SALVATION COMPLETELY, BUT ALSO PERSONALLY UNDERWENT THE TEMPTATIONS THAT THE RIGHTEOUS INEVITABLY GO THROUGH WHILE LIVING ON THIS EARTH, SETTING AN EXAMPLE FOR US. EXPLAIN THE TEACHING THAT WE, TOO, MUST DEAL WITH TEMPTATION AND LIVE VICTORIOUS LIVES WITH THE FAITH THAT HOLDS FIRMLY TO THE WORD OF GOD.

      Jesus Christ came into this world to save us from sin. Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon His own body with the baptism He received from John, carried those sins, was nailed to the Cross, shed His blood and died, and rose again from death, accomplishing our salvation completely. Therefore our salvation does not depend on how well we overcome temptation, but on faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus has completed.

      

      However, receiving the remission of sins and becoming righteous does not mean that we go through no temptation on this earth. Rather, the Devil tempts the saved with the problem of making a living and the weakness of the flesh, with thoughts that make them doubt their own faith, with religious pride, and with the wealth, honor, and power of the world. The Devil’s aim is to keep the righteous from believing the word of God, to make them give up the life of serving God and the gospel, and to make them live again only for their own flesh and the world.

      In the event in which Jesus received the three temptations in the wilderness, we can also see clearly how the Devil tempts those of us who have been saved. Jesus also taught us in person how to deal with temptation and overcome it when it comes. Jesus did not remove the temptation itself with His divine power or evade it. While actually experiencing hunger and weakness in the true flesh of man, all three times He believed and held on to the written word of God and drove back the Devil.

      The first temptation used the needs of the flesh and the problem of making a living. To Jesus, who was hungry after fasting forty days, the Devil said to turn the stones into bread and eat. But Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” This does not mean that food, clothing, and shelter are unnecessary; it means that material things cannot be the master of man’s life and living. When the hardship of livelihood comes upon the righteous, the Devil tempts them to put the gospel and faith off and chase only the problems of the flesh. At such times the righteous must hold on to the word of God, pray, entrust their worries to God, and do the work given to them faithfully with the wisdom and strength God gives. We must not forsake God and the gospel because of the problem of making a living.

      

      The second temptation was a temptation to tempt God and seek religious signs. The Devil quoted the word of the Scriptures and told Jesus to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple. But Jesus said, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.” Even the Devil quotes the words of Scripture to seduce people. Therefore we must not accept everything as the will of God just because Bible verses are quoted. We must discern the overall meaning of the word rightly. The righteous must not deliberately do dangerous things and test whether God protects them, nor try to confirm their salvation through miracles, feelings, and circumstances. We must believe, just as the written word says, the saving work of Jesus, who took all sins upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, died on the Cross, and rose again.

      The third temptation used the wealth, honor, and power of the world. The Devil said that he would give all the kingdoms of the world and their glory if He would worship him. But Jesus commanded, “Away with you, Satan!” and said, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.” Even today the Devil tempts us, saying that if we submit to the world and yield the truth, we can gain more material things, honor, and success. But the glory of the world gained by following the Devil’s words cannot give a person true life and happiness. The righteous must not treat material things and success as sinful in themselves, but they must not exalt them above God or forsake their faith and the gospel to gain them. We must worship God only and live serving the will and the gospel of the Lord who saved us.

      

      The power to overcome temptation does not lie in human intelligence or strong will. Man cannot completely control the desires, worries, and fears that arise within him by his own resolution alone. When we meet temptation, we must search for what God has said concerning that matter. And we must receive that word into our hearts, believe it, ask God for help, and obey as the word says. When we do not stop at merely knowing the written word but believe and hold on to it in our actual lives, that word guides our hearts and gives us the strength to stand against the Devil.

      Jesus’ overcoming the temptations is like an “answer sheet of faith” given to us. Before the problem of making a living, we must believe the word and the provision of God; before the enticement to prove our faith, we must not tempt God; and before the temptation that dangles the glory of the world, we must worship and serve God only. Nor should we think that we have been forsaken by God because temptation has come. Jesus also was tempted, so temptation itself is not evidence that we have lost our salvation. What matters is whose words we believe and follow in the midst of temptation.

      Therefore the righteous must stand firm on the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which is already completed, and must not doubt the word of salvation whatever temptation may come. We must entrust our weaknesses and worries to God, hold on to the written word with faith, and stand against the Devil’s lies with the word. And we must continue the life of worshiping God only and serving the gospel. Just as Jesus overcame all three temptations with the word of God, so we too must overcome temptation with faith in the word and live lives that please God.

      • [QUESTION] 22. IN MATTHEW 4:12, WHY DID JESUS GO TO GALILEE?

      

      Jesus went to Galilee when He heard the news that John the Baptist had been arrested. John the Baptist had been seized and put in prison while rebuking Herod for his sin. At the point when the ministry of John the Baptist, who had prepared the way of Jesus, was coming to a close, Jesus began His own public work of salvation in earnest.

      Jesus had already taken all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, and He had overcome all three temptations of the Devil in the wilderness with the word. After that He went to Galilee and began to preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, shining the light of salvation on the people in the darkness of sin and death. Therefore His going to Galilee was not simply a move to avoid danger, but was for beginning His ministry as the Savior in earnest.

      After going to Galilee, Jesus left Nazareth and dwelt in Capernaum, by the sea in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfill the prophecy spoken through the prophet Isaiah. Galilee had received much influence from Gentile culture and was called “Galilee of the Gentiles,” a region despised by the religious people of Jerusalem. But it was there that “the people who sat in darkness” came to see “a great light.”

      Jesus’ going to Galilee was according to the will of God, who gives the opportunity of salvation also to the Gentiles, who sat in darkness and the shadow of death without knowing God. He shone the light of salvation so that not only the religiously high and recognized, but anyone who receives and believes in the righteousness of God accomplished by Jesus Christ, could become God’s people.

      

      Therefore the reason Jesus went to Galilee was to begin His public gospel ministry after John the Baptist was arrested, and, as Isaiah had prophesied, to shine the great light of life and the remission of sins on the people of Galilee and the Gentiles who sat in darkness and the shadow of death.

      • [QUESTION] 23. IN MATTHEW 4:13, LEAVING NAZARETH, WHERE DID JESUS COME AND DWELL?

      Leaving Nazareth, Jesus came and dwelt in Capernaum, by the sea in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. Capernaum was a place by the Sea of Galilee, and it became an important center where Jesus afterward preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, called His disciples, and carried out His public ministry.

      • [QUESTION] 24. EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH IN MATTHEW 4:14–16.

      That Jesus left Nazareth and dwelt in Capernaum in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali was not an accident; it was the fulfillment of the prophecy spoken beforehand through the prophet Isaiah.

      “‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’” (Matthew 4:15–16).

      

      The region of Zebulun and Naphtali was in the north of Israel and, having received much Gentile influence, was called “Galilee of the Gentiles.” The religious people who lived centered on Jerusalem despised this region and its people. But God prophesied that Jesus would begin His saving ministry in earnest not in Jerusalem, which people esteemed highly, but in despised Galilee.

      “The people who sat in darkness” and “those who sat in the region and shadow of death” refer to the people who live under the power of sin and death without knowing God. This does not speak only of the political and social circumstances of the people of Galilee. It reveals the spiritual state of all human beings, who do not know the way to solve their own sins and live headed for the eternal judgment without receiving the righteousness of God.

      The “great light” that shone on them refers to Jesus Christ. Jesus is the light of life, the light of truth, and the light of salvation, who gives the remission of sins and new life. It was not that the people in darkness made light for themselves; Jesus first came to them. In this way salvation is not obtained by man’s religious efforts or merit; it is the grace of God, bestowed when the Savior comes to sinners.

      Jesus took the sins of mankind upon His own body once and for all with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. And beginning His public ministry in Galilee, He revealed that He is the Son of God and the Savior of mankind. Afterward Jesus carried the sins passed on to Him, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, completely driving out the darkness of sin and death. Therefore the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the very great light of life and the remission of sins that shines on sinners.

      

      This prophecy also reveals that when the people of Israel would not receive the prophets God sent and Jesus Christ and kept rejecting the will of God, the opportunity of salvation was given to the Gentiles as well. God did not intend to save only the people of the land of Israel; He wanted people of every nation and race to be saved from sin. Therefore even a Gentile can become one of God’s people by receiving and believing that Jesus fulfilled the righteousness of God with the baptism He received from John, His death on the Cross, and His resurrection.

      The word “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light” means the event in which a sinner meets Jesus Christ, hears the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and receives the remission of sins. Before meeting Jesus he sat in the shadow of sin and death, but by believing the truth of the gospel his sin is removed, and he receives new life and the Holy Spirit and becomes a child of God.

      Moreover, the righteous who have received the remission of sins become people who have the Holy Spirit and the word of life within them. The righteous are not beings like Jesus, the source of the light, but by preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit they have received to others, they must help the souls sitting in darkness meet the light of salvation. Just as Jesus went to the people of Galilee and shone the light on them, so the saved must preach the gospel to those still sitting in the shadow of sin and death.

      Therefore the prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled when Jesus Christ came to the despised region of Galilee. That prophecy reveals that Jesus is the great light of salvation, who drives out the darkness of sin and death, and the Savior, who opened the way of the remission of sins and everlasting life not only to the people of Israel but also to all Gentiles.

      • [QUESTION] 25. IN MATTHEW 4:17, WHAT IS THE CORE OF THE FIRST WORD JESUS PROCLAIMED?

      

      The core of the first word Jesus proclaimed as He began His public ministry was this: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

      Here, the word “Repent” does not mean to keep listing the sins one has committed and to repeat the same prayers of repentance. True repentance is realizing that the way one has been walking, thinking it right, is wrong, and turning back from that way. That is, it is the command to turn back from defying God and following one’s own thoughts and religious methods, and to accept the word and the will of God.

      A sinner cannot wash away his sins with his own good deeds, prayers, or tears. Therefore he must turn back from the wrong faith that tried to solve sin by himself, and must accept the gospel of the water and the Spirit: that Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, carried those sins, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, completing the salvation. To acknowledge that one has believed wrongly and to believe in the righteousness God has accomplished is the true repentance that leads to salvation.

      The word “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” means that the kingdom of God has come near to sinners, and that the way for those who believe in Jesus Christ to enter the kingdom of heaven has now been opened. Since Jesus, the light of life, came in person to the people in the darkness of sin and death, whoever turns back from the wrong way, receives Jesus as his Savior, and believes the gospel can receive the remission of sins and become one of God’s people.

      Therefore the first proclamation of Jesus is not simply a word telling people to live good lives or sin less. It is the invitation of salvation, telling us to turn back from our own thoughts and wrong faith, to accept the word of salvation God has accomplished, and to enter the kingdom of God, which has come near.

      

      • [QUESTION] 26. IN MATTHEW 4:18–22, WHERE WAS THE PLACE JESUS CALLED HIS FIRST DISCIPLES?

      Jesus called His first disciples by the Sea of Galilee. There He first called Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, who were casting a net into the sea.

      Then, going on farther along the Sea of Galilee, He called James and his brother John, who were mending their nets in the boat with their father Zebedee. Therefore the place where the first four disciples were called was, in every case, by the Sea of Galilee.

      • [QUESTION] 27. IN MATTHEW 4:18–22, WHAT WORK DID THE DISCIPLES JESUS CALLED IN GALILEE DO FOR A LIVING?

      The first four disciples Jesus called in Galilee were all fishermen who made their living by catching fish.

      Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew were casting a net into the Sea of Galilee. James the son of Zebedee and his brother John were mending their nets in the boat with their father Zebedee. Jesus called these fishermen, each engaged in his own livelihood, and made them His disciples.

      • [QUESTION] 28. IN MATTHEW 4:18–22, WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THE FOUR DISCIPLES JESUS CALLED BY THE SEA OF GALILEE?

      The four disciples Jesus called by the Sea of Galilee are Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James the son of Zebedee and his brother John.

      

      • [QUESTION] 29. AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, WHO WERE THE ONES WHO HAD BEEN DISCIPLES OF JOHN THE BAPTIST?

      Among the disciples of Jesus, the ones who had been disciples of John the Baptist are Andrew and John. When John the Baptist testified of Jesus, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God!” the two heard his words and followed Jesus.

      John 1:40 clearly states that one of the two was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. The name of the other is not directly recorded in the text, but he is understood to be John, the disciple of Jesus. Through the testimony of John the Baptist, they came to know that Jesus is the Messiah and the Lamb of God, and they became His disciples.

      • [QUESTION] 30. IN MATTHEW 4:18 AND 21, WHAT DOES THE SIGHT OF PETER AND ANDREW CASTING A NET AND OF JAMES AND JOHN MENDING THEIR NETS SHOW THAT EACH PAIR WAS DOING?

      Peter and Andrew were casting a net into the sea, actually doing the work of catching fish. As fishermen, they were engaged in their livelihood, casting their net in the Sea of Galilee.

      James and John were in the boat with their father Zebedee, repairing nets torn or damaged while catching fish, and putting their fishing gear in order so that they could fish again.

      

      Therefore all four men were not idle men, but fishermen faithfully engaged in the livelihood entrusted to them. Peter and Andrew were in the middle of catching fish with their net, and James and John were in the middle of tending their nets for the next catch. Jesus called them—men working faithfully at each of their workplaces—and made them fishers of men.

      • [QUESTION] 31. IN MATTHEW 4:19, WITH WHAT WORDS DID JESUS TELL THE DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM?

      Jesus said to Peter and Andrew, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

      This was the calling that although they had lived until then as fishermen catching fish, from then on they would follow Jesus and become people who preach the gospel and lead souls into the way of salvation.

      • [QUESTION] 32. IN MATTHEW 4:19, BEFORE PROMISING, “I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN,” WHAT COMMAND DID JESUS GIVE THEM?

      Jesus first commanded, “Follow Me.” It is because to become a fisher of men, one must first believe in and follow Jesus, and become a disciple who learns His word, His life, and His work of salvation.

      • [QUESTION] 33. IN MATTHEW 4:20 AND 22, HOW DID THE DISCIPLES ACT WHEN THEY RECEIVED JESUS’ CALLING?

      When Peter and Andrew received Jesus’ calling, they immediately left their nets and followed Jesus. James and John also immediately left the boat and their father Zebedee and followed Jesus.

      

      After receiving the calling, they did not delay or present conditions; they obeyed at once. They put the calling of Jesus before their livelihood, the base of their living, and their family, and chose the way of becoming His disciples.

      • [QUESTION] 34. IN MATTHEW 4:23, GOING ABOUT ALL GALILEE, WHAT GOSPEL DID JESUS PREACH?

      Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching “the gospel of the kingdom.”

      The gospel of the kingdom of heaven is the word telling people to turn back from the wrong ways and from serving idols, to return to God, and to believe in Jesus Christ, whom God sent, as the Savior, and so receive the remission of sins and everlasting life. It is not simply news of receiving material blessings and better circumstances in the world, but the blessed news that those who were under the power of sin and death are saved, become God’s people, and enter the kingdom of heaven.

      At the center of that gospel of the kingdom of heaven is the righteousness of God: that Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, carried those sins, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, completing the salvation. The gospel of the kingdom of heaven that Jesus preached is that whoever turns back from his own thoughts and wrong faith and receives and believes this gospel of the water and the Spirit can receive the remission of sins and become one of the people of heaven.

      

      • [QUESTION] 35. IN MATTHEW 4:23, WHAT DOES JESUS’ HEALING ALL KINDS OF SICKNESS AND DISEASE WHILE PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SHOW ABOUT HIS MINISTRY?

      Jesus, who healed all kinds of sickness and disease among the people while preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, is not merely a teacher who taught the word, but the Son of God and the Savior, who delivers people from sin, death, and every pain.

      In the ministry of Jesus, the work of teaching, the work of preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and the work of healing the sick and the weak went together. Jesus healed not only those afflicted with various diseases and torments, but also the demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics. Jesus is the God of power, who rules even over the diseases, torments, and power of the Devil that human strength cannot overcome. Jesus is also the Savior of love, who does not turn away from those who suffer but pities them.

      Jesus, who healed the diseases of the body, also heals the more fundamental disease of the human soul. Man is sick not only in body; his soul is sick with sin and false faith, pride and greed, idolatry and the seduction of the Devil. Though he suffers because of sin, he can neither wash away that sin himself nor escape from the power of death. To such people Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven and, making them believe the word, healed the sin and sickness of their souls.

      

      Jesus took all the sins of mankind upon His own body with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, carried those sins, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and overcame sin and death by rising again from death. Therefore, for a person to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, be washed of all the sins of his heart, and receive the Holy Spirit and new life is the most fundamental healing Jesus bestows. Jesus, who healed the diseases of the body, has the authority and power to save the sinner’s soul completely.

      The ministry of Jesus was a ministry caring for both the soul of man and the pain of his present reality. Jesus did not preach only the word of the remission of sins while turning away from the suffering, nor did He only heal diseases without preaching the truth of salvation. He saved souls through the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and with love and power He cared for people’s sicknesses and weaknesses.

      The same mission was also given to the disciples of Jesus. Those who have received the remission of sins must preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit to the souls suffering from all kinds of sins and wrong faith, and must help their spiritual sicknesses and weaknesses be healed with the word of God, faith, love, and patience. Therefore Jesus is the almighty Savior, who heals all kinds of sickness and disease; He carries out the ministry that makes people completely whole, and He entrusted that ministry to His disciples as well.

      • [QUESTION] 36. IN MATTHEW 4:23, INTO WHAT THREE MAIN WORKS CAN THE MINISTRY JESUS CARRIED OUT IN GALILEE BE DIVIDED?

      The ministry Jesus carried out in Galilee can be divided into the following three works.

      First, the teaching ministry, in which He taught the word of God in the synagogues.

      

      Second, the ministry of preaching the gospel, in which He preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven—that sinners return to God, receive the remission of sins, and become the people of heaven.

      Third, the healing ministry, in which He healed all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.

      Therefore the Galilean ministry of Jesus was the ministry of teaching the word, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing the sick and the weak.

      • [QUESTION] 37. IN MATTHEW 4:23, WHERE WAS THE PLACE JESUS TAUGHT THE PEOPLE?

      Jesus went throughout all Galilee and taught the people in the synagogues, where the Jews worshiped and learned the Scriptures.

      • [QUESTION] 38. IN MATTHEW 4:24–25, HOW DID THE PEOPLE RESPOND TO THE TEACHING AND HEALING MINISTRY OF JESUS?

      The fame of Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry spread throughout all Syria. People brought to Jesus those afflicted with various diseases and torments, the demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics, and Jesus healed them.

      As a result, great multitudes followed Jesus not only from Galilee and Decapolis, but also from Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. Seeing His words of authority and His power to heal the sick, people flocked to Him, and the ministry of Jesus became widely known beyond Galilee to many regions.

      

      • [QUESTION] 39. IF WE HAVE RECEIVED THE COMPLETE REMISSION OF SINS IN OUR HEARTS BY BELIEVING IN THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT, THEN WE ARE NO LONGER SINNERS; AS THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME RIGHTEOUS, WHAT IS THE WORK WE OUGHT TO CARRY OUT? SHOULD WE NOT LIVE THE LIFE OF JESUS’ DISCIPLES IN THIS WORLD, HOLDING THE PURPOSE OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL IN OUR HEARTS?

      If we have received the remission of all the sins of our hearts by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we are no longer sinners but the righteous and the children of God. It is because Jesus took all our sins—past, present, and future—upon Himself with the baptism He received from John, carried those sins, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, accomplishing our salvation completely. This salvation is not a reward we received for doing many things for the gospel; it is the gift God has given by grace.

      But receiving the remission of sins is not the end of the life of faith. To say that since we are saved and can now enter the kingdom of heaven, we will from now on live only for our own flesh, food, clothing, and shelter, is a life that goes against the purpose for which God saved us. God saved us ahead of others so that we would preach this gospel to the souls that have not yet received the remission of sins. Therefore the righteous have the mission of conveying the salvation they have received to others and of making them, too, disciples of Jesus Christ.

      

      Calling His disciples by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” The command that comes first in these words is “Follow Me.” To become a fisher of men, one must first believe in Jesus and become a disciple who follows His word and His will. A disciple is a person who imitates what his teacher did, inherits the purpose his teacher held, and lives for that purpose.

      Jesus gave His own body to remove the sins of mankind and save sinners. Therefore those who have become Jesus’ disciples must also offer their time, strength, talents, and material things for the souls that do not yet know the gospel. There must be those who preach the gospel directly with their lips, and there must also be those who support the preaching of the gospel with prayer, material things, and labor. Making books, translating them, and delivering them; caring for the church; and preparing the environment in which the gospel is preached can all be ministries of the calyx for the preaching of the gospel.

      The purpose of preaching the gospel does not end with telling a person the content of the gospel once. Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.” We must preach the gospel so that people receive the remission of sins; care for the newly saved so that they feed on the word and grow in faith; and make them, too, disciples of Jesus who preach the gospel to other souls again.

      A person who has just received the remission of sins is like a newborn child. As a child needs milk, so a newly born-again person continually needs the word of the gospel and the teaching of faith. Therefore the righteous who were saved first must not neglect those who have newly received the remission of sins, but must feed and care for them with the word so that they stand firm on the gospel of the water and the Spirit and live by faith in union with the church. This is the work that goes beyond catching people—establishing them as disciples of Jesus.

      

      That the righteous serve the gospel does not mean that they must unconditionally abandon every worldly occupation. What matters is where the center and purpose of one’s life lie. Even while holding a job and working, one can use his strength, income, and talents not only for himself but for the preaching of the gospel and the salvation of souls. Conversely, even if someone outwardly does religious work, if he pursues only his own honor and material things, it cannot be called the true life of a disciple. The life of a disciple is a life that, in whatever place, seeks the will of Jesus first and serves the gospel.

      On the way of becoming Jesus’ disciple there are also toil, sacrifice, and persecution. Peter and Andrew left their nets and followed, and James and John left their boat and their father behind and followed Jesus. To follow the Lord we must at times lay down the life familiar to us and the profit of the flesh. But such a life is not a life of piling up merits by compulsion. Because the love of the Lord, who saved us from all our sins with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, the blood of the Cross, and the resurrection, is so great, we follow the Lord with a willing heart out of gratitude for that grace.

      Serving the gospel is not only a burden laid on the righteous who have received the remission of sins; it is a glorious privilege. A sinner has not yet solved even the problem of his own sins, so he cannot fully lead another soul into the way of salvation. But the righteous whose sins have been removed by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit are people who have the Holy Spirit and the word of life in their hearts, so they can convey the way of the remission of sins to others. God wants to save dying souls through the righteous and to preach the gospel to every corner of the world.

      

      Therefore we must not stay at the fact that we have received the remission of sins. We must keep feeding on the word of God and growing in faith, be united with the church, and, in the place entrusted to each of us, preach the gospel and do the work of serving as a calyx. We must preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit to those not yet saved, nurture the saved with the word and establish them as still other disciples, and live holding in our hearts the purpose of gospel preaching entrusted to us by the Lord. This is the most fitting and blessed life for the righteous who have received the remission of sins, and the way of living as true disciples of Jesus in this world.

      • [QUESTION] 40. WHO ARE THE ONES THE SAVED OUGHT TO SEEK OUT AND MEET, AND HOW SHOULD THEY CARRY OUT THE MINISTRY OF HEALING THEIR SOULS WITH THE GOSPEL OF THE TRUTH?

      The people the saved ought to seek out and meet are all the souls who are spiritually sick under the power of sin and death and yet do not know the true way of salvation. We must also seek out the person suffering because of his sins; the person despairing that he cannot escape from sin no matter how hard he tries; the person who thinks his sins are too great to be remitted; the person deceived by false teachings and following a wrong way of salvation; the person captured by the lusts, greed, and idols of the world; and the person stained with pride, falsehood, and hatred. The person discouraged by the wounds and failures of life, the person harassed by the Devil’s seduction and condemnation, and the person suffering from the weakness of body and mind are also those to whom we must give our attention and whom we must meet.

      

      Such souls are in our families and among our relatives, and also in schools, workplaces, neighborhoods, and streets. They are not only near us but also in other regions and among other peoples. We must not pick out and meet only those to whom it is easy to preach the gospel and who are favorable to us, but must also go to the souls who are marginalized and wounded in the world, whom no one cares about. Just as Jesus went throughout all Galilee and healed all kinds of sickness and disease among the people, so the saved righteous must not just wait, but must actively seek out the souls that need the gospel.

      The most fundamental medicine for healing the soul is the gospel of the water and the Spirit revealed in the word of God. Every person is born a sinner as a descendant of Adam, and because of the sins that come out of his heart and all the sins he commits throughout his life, he cannot but receive the judgment of God. But Jesus Christ came to this earth to save us, and with the baptism He received from John He received all the sins of the world passed on to His own body. And by carrying those sins, being nailed to the Cross, and shedding His blood and dying, He bore the judgment of sin, and He rose again from death and became the everlasting Savior of those who believe. Whoever believes this truth in his heart is washed of all his sins, becomes righteous, and receives the Holy Spirit as a gift.

      

      Therefore the one who preaches the gospel must look closely into the spiritual state of the other person and convey to him accurately the word he needs. To the person who thinks his sin can never be remitted, we must teach the fact that Jesus took even his sin upon Himself without exception with the baptism He received from John the Baptist. To the person who knows only the blood of the Cross and does not know how his sins were passed on to Jesus, we must explain step by step the complete salvation made up of the baptism, the Cross, and the resurrection. To the person who tries to be saved by his own good deeds or religious efforts, we must make clear the fact that one receives the remission of sins not by human works but by believing in the righteousness God has accomplished.

      The ministry of healing souls is not accomplished by rebuking and condemning the other person. We must first listen to him, look into what he is suffering from, and draw near to him with love. We must not grow impatient or angry because he does not understand the gospel after hearing it once. With faith, love, and long patience, we must explain the same truth several times, and pray and wait for him to realize the word rightly. Just as the method of treatment differs according to the kind of disease, we also need the wisdom to convey the fitting word according to the problem the soul is suffering from.

      This ministry is not a matter of moving the other person’s heart with human eloquence or coercion. The one who preaches the gospel is a servant who delivers the word of God, and the One who actually washes away the sin of the soul and renews the heart is God. Therefore the preacher must not try to display his own ability, but must rely on the written word and convey the truth clearly and faithfully. Through the gospel that is preached, the Holy Spirit makes people realize their sin, believe the truth of salvation, and have their wounded hearts healed.

      

      Nor must we leave alone those who have accepted the gospel and received the remission of sins. We must visit them again and teach them the word, look after them so that their faith grows within the church, and help them not to be shaken by the seductions of the world and wrong teachings. We must nurture them continually until they live according to the word of God and grow into disciples of Jesus who preach the gospel to still other souls. The church must be a place where souls bruised and torn in the world come to be healed by the gospel, protected, and grown in faith.

      If someone rejects the gospel, we must not be discouraged or try to force him to believe. We must entrust that soul to God and keep praying, and at the same time go out to find others who are waiting for the gospel. As a farmer plows a new field, sows the seed, waters it, and entrusts the fruit to God, so the saved must go out to wider places and sow the seed of the gospel without ceasing.

      Therefore the ministry of healing souls is not a work entrusted to only a special few, but a mission that all the saved saints must carry out together. Not only preaching the gospeldirectly, but also helping the preaching of the gospel with prayer and service, material support, and the various offices of the church is included in this ministry. The saved must hold the heart of Jesus, seek out the souls sick with sin and wounds, preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit to them accurately, and care for them with love and patience. To help one soul receive the remission of sins and grow whole in faith in this way is the ministry of healing souls entrusted to the disciples of Jesus.
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            WE MUST DEFEAT THE THREE TEMPTATIONS THE DEVIL GIVES WITH FAITH

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 4:1-11 >

      “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’’ Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’’ Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’’ Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.”

      

      • THE THREE TEMPTATIONS JESUS WENT THROUGH BEFOREHAND

      In the life of faith there are temptations. There are tests that measure whether our faith is true or not. The Lord passed all three of these temptations that appear in the word. The Lord passed through these temptations because we who are born again also go through the same temptations, and He showed us how we must overcome them.

      Our Lord received baptism from John and had the sin of the world passed on to Him, and after entering the way on which He would carry those sins, shed His blood and die on the Cross, and rise again to accomplish our salvation, He was soon led up by the Spirit into the wilderness and fasted forty days and forty nights. When He was hungry after fasting, the tempter came to Jesus and tempted Him, saying, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread” (Matthew 4:3).

      The first thing that comes to us after we are saved is the worry, ‘How shall I live from now on? What shall I eat?’ When we hold a job, we cannot come to church very well, and when we keep coming to the church meetings, it seems we will be hated at work and driven out, and we worry what to do then. At such times we go through the test of faith: can I truly follow the Lord well or not? Jesus went without food for forty days and nights—how hungry must He have been? Though He was God clothed in the flesh of man, it was a very hard time. Then the Devil came out and tempted Jesus. But it does not mean that the Devil tempted Him because he was stronger than Jesus.

      

      Jesus was tempted like this because He had put on the flesh of man. First of all, whoever has the flesh of man is very weak before food. That is why the Devil told Jesus, who had gone hungry for forty days, ‘If You are the Son of God, command these stones to become bread and eat.’ In fact, Jesus is the Son before God the Father and is also the Creator. If He commanded the stones to become bread, He could make them bread at once; He is the One who can do anything. Yet because this temptation is what born-again people must go through after being born again, Jesus went through it beforehand, and to show this to us, He has kept it recorded as the word until now.

      • THE FIRST TEMPTATION—“MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE”

      When the Devil told Him to command the stones to become bread, Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4). This word Jesus spoke is the right answer. It seems we would be fine if we just ate well and lived the life of the flesh well, but the born-again are not so. We must eat the bread of the flesh, but we must also eat the food of life that God has given. We live only if we eat the word of God, live only if we hear it with faith, and live only if we do that word. Without the word of God, the righteous cannot live.

      

      Suppose a person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and has been born again can no longer come to church because of some circumstance. Can he live without coming to church? A born-again person cannot live without the church. He attends the worship service, hears the word of God, learns the word of God from the Scriptures, believes it, engraves it on his heart, worships God, and goes home—but there is nothing much he gains in the flesh. Does sitting in the worship service fill the stomach of the flesh? It does not. But what about the heart? The heart is filled, and the thoughts are filled. That is why fleshly people, that is, those who are not born again, do not much like attending worship. They do not like hearing words like these either, but if someone talks about the secrets of success in life, they love to listen.

      Who is the happiest person in life? The one who has gained freedom is the happiest. The one who has been set free from sin, the one who has been saved from sin, is the happiest. And the one who lives according to the will of God is the happiest. There is no one on this earth whose measure of happiness is higher than his. If we ask what fills the flesh or profits the flesh in coming to church, worshiping, and hearing the word, there is nothing. But our souls, our thoughts, and our hearts become well when we hear the word of God. They become very well indeed.

      He said that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God—but apart from God’s Church, how could we eat that word, how could we hear it, and how could we live doing it? How could we know the will of God? We must eat the bread of the flesh, but we live by eating the word of God by faith. The Devil sometimes speaks seducing words: ‘If you stop going to church and stop living the life of faith, you can succeed.’ At such times we must know, ‘If I do not hear, believe, and do the word of God, I cannot live. My soul dies,’ and we must shake off such enticement by faith and live by faith. Then we are victorious.

      • THE SECOND TEMPTATION—“YOU SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD”

      

      What is the second temptation? The Devil took Jesus into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone’” (Matthew 4:6). Since it is promised in the Old Testament Scriptures that if You are the Son of God, God the Father will command His angels to take care of You even if You jump from this high place, jump down and test whether You really are the Son of God or not—that is what he said. This is how he tempted Him. But Jesus answered, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God’” (Matthew 4:7).

      We must not believe by feelings. That God protects us because we are His children is something we know by the word; we must not be led by our feelings and tempt God. If the Devil says, ‘You are a child of God, so even if you do not work, if you just pray, will He not bring you everything to eat?’—we must know that God is the righteous God. God greatly hates being tempted, and He greatly loves it when we believe and follow His word. Of course we must drive back Satan the Devil when he tempts us, but we ourselves also must not say, ‘I am one of God’s people, so whatever way I take, God will guide me.’ That is tempting God. God is always the righteous God, and He makes a man reap exactly what he sows. Before we were saved, we ourselves were evil, so however much good we sowed, we could reap nothing but evil. But after we are born again, when we duly sow faith before God, hold on to the word of God, and follow the will of God, God gives us blessing according to what we have sown.

      

      So it is absolutely not right to tempt God absurdly, saying, ‘I am righteous—would I perish? Even if I jump from a high place, would God not take care of me, His child?’ I too am born again, but I run a business together with you. I run the business because to reap much we must sow much. Frankly speaking, in the flesh that work is hard, and there are many times I suffer humiliation. The people who commission the work give us so much trouble that it drains all the sap out of a person. Still, even if it is physically dirty or unpleasant work, it is God’s work, so I do it as serving God.

      We must be those who do not tempt God, but believe the word God has spoken, give glory to God and receive blessing from God, and believe the word of God by faith and sow blessing.

      • THE THIRD TEMPTATION—IT IS WRITTEN, WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD

      Third, the Devil took Jesus up on an exceedingly high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, and said, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me” (Matthew 4:9). At the time when He had gone hungry forty days, the Devil took Him up on a high mountain, spread all the kingdoms of the world before His eyes, and seduced Him: if You fall down and bow to me and call me father, I will give You all of this. Then Jesus said, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve’” (Matthew 4:10).

      What did Jesus take as His standard on this earth? He stood against Satan the Devil through the word of the Old Testament, that is, the recorded word God had spoken to His servants. Even if the Devil says that, if we submit to him, he will give us everything in this world—material things, power, authority, human love, or honor—we must not give up worshiping God, loving, respecting, and fearing Him, and serving Him, and do what the Devil wants. The Devil acts as if he would do it all for the moment, but the Devil is one who speaks from his own whenever he lies. It is all lies.

      

      Do you think one would live well by serving the Devil well? To give one example, there are shamans—spirit mediums who are demon-possessed and meet and talk with demons. They speak glibly to others, saying, ‘You must do this and you must do that,’ and they seem to know other people’s futures well. Submitting to the Devil and doing as he orders, would they receive many blessings? Their lives are miserable. They cannot even live well with their own families; they are utterly miserable. When one is demon-possessed, human relationships are cut off, and he must do as the Devil orders. If he does not obey, the Devil makes his whole body ache as if seizing and pressing down his neck and shoulders, bringing him to the point of death; and if he obeys, the Devil releases him again. That is what the Devil does.

      So it seems that if we listen to the Devil’s words, are seduced, and do as he orders, things will go well—but they do not. Shamans are, without exception, in wretched circumstances. It seems their wives and children would do well, but they are utterly ruined and live like beggars. A truly demon-possessed person is very tragic. There are two kinds of shamans: those who only imitate, and those who act truly possessed by demons. The demon-possessed tell other people’s fortunes so well, yet they can do nothing about their own affairs and can do nothing for their own families. That is why the Lord said, Away with you, Satan! and said to worship the LORD your God and serve Him only.

      

      When we serve God, God grants us what we need and grants us all our happiness, safety, peace of heart, blessing, and future; it is not the Devil who manages those blessings or manages our life and happiness. God manages our happiness, and God manages our blessing. Jesus received baptism from John, had the sin of mankind passed on to Him and took them upon Himself, and while going the way on which He would carry those sins, shed His blood and die on the Cross, and rise again, He personally received these three temptations from the Devil. Therefore the words the Lord spoke are the right answers for us.

      When the Devil says, ‘If you listen to my words and submit to me, if you do as I order, I will give you money, make you live well from now on, and make you happy,’ we must not believe those words. That is a lie. We must say, Away with you, Satan! The One who makes us prosper is God. For a human being to say he will make another human being prosper is all bluff and lies. Man can do nothing for anyone.

      • THE LOVE OF GOD IS AN UNCONDITIONAL LOVE THAT TAKES RESPONSIBILITY

      Human love is like that too. People sing of love, but human love is full of tricks and cannot be trusted. Drawn to each other by the working of hormones, they say they are pleased because they need the other person; but once their own aim is achieved, they exploit, trample down, and oppress. Such pain is suffered mostly by women at the hands of men. But the love of God is not like that. If we hear His word, God loves us to the end and takes care of us to the end.

      

      When Jesus was about to wash Peter’s feet, Peter declined, saying, ‘How can You, Lord, wash my feet?’ Then Jesus said, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me” (John 13:8), and He said, What I am doing you do not know now, but you will know after this. Though He knew well that His disciples would do wrong, make mistakes, and fall short in their weakness, He dealt with all those sins as well, and He loves them to the end and takes responsibility for them to the end. So it is recorded in the word of the Gospel of John, “Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end” (John 13:1).

      Man is not able to do that. In his heart he wants to love and care for others, but he cannot care for them because he has nothing; he has no ability and no strength, and he cannot even solve his own problems, so he can neither help nor care for the other person. So human love is nothing more than a feeling in the heart; true love can be practiced only when one has the power. God’s loving us means that because He has the power, He can love us to the end. But love between human beings can be temporary; when the situation changes, they can become enemies and it can break apart. Man says he loves, but when it becomes disadvantageous to him, he cannot keep that word.

      What people call love between human beings is all selfish love. But the love of God is the love of agape (ἀγάπη), that is, unconditional love, love that takes responsibility. That is why the Lord has made heaven and takes us all the way to heaven. God takes responsibility for us—loving us, leading us, and making us happy. But what about man? If he has no ability, he cannot; if he loses too much, he cannot; and if a better person appears, he leaves, saying, ‘Love is something that moves.’ Human love is truly without fidelity. Therefore it is right to do according to the word that said to worship the LORD your God and serve Him only. This word was recorded as spoken to us, and He taught us these three things.

      • LET US OVERCOME THE THREE TEMPTATIONS BY FAITH

      

      Unbelievers sometimes say, ‘If you marry so-and-so, that family is distinguished, so your life will bloom wide open.’ But such happiness does not last long; it comes to ruin. We must worship God in every situation. Whether we have become rich or successful, whether happiness overflows or we are unhappy, we must always love God first and do first what He wants. Then we are fulfilling our duty, and He takes responsibility for the rest. We too face all three of these temptations while living on this earth.

      The first is the temptation that comes because of eating, that is, the problem of food, clothing, and shelter. The second is listening to what the Devil orders for lack of faith, thinking, ‘It really seems it would work if I did that.’ Then we are ruined. If we do not believe the word of God, we are ruined. So we must believe in God, believe the word of God, and worship God. Then we are victorious by faith. Even if we were feeble at first, like the rising sun, as the days go by and as our faith grows, our life, our faith, our soul, our body, and our circumstances all become better. Of course even one who manages well can go through hardship, but ordinarily it is so. Satan the Devil appears without fail with these three things: ‘If you listen to me, you will succeed, become rich, and live happily.’

      There are also people who betray God. There are people who live stealing because of their own greed. The end of such people is destruction. However slightly better their circumstances may be now, life ends in a moment. We must not become such people. Whether we die or live, we want to love and respect God and live the life He wants; we want to live by faith; and we must entrust even our problem of food, clothing, and shelter to God and do God’s work first. Then He will take responsibility for us. It sounds like speaking in the future tense, but He surely takes responsibility and guarantees it. God is never One who lies. The one who follows his own shallow tricks seems to succeed, but in the end he is ruined.

      

      But it is right to believe in God, to believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior and my God, and to follow His will. And if we liveunited with the church, He is the One who leads our lifetime on the most blessed and profitable way and takes responsibility for blessing us.We must believe this and live by faith.
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          SERMON 2


          
            LEAP OVER THE TEMPTATION OF SATAN THE DEVIL BY FAITH

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 4:1-11 >

      “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’’ Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’’ Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’’ Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.”

      

      I intend to preach under the title, ‘Leap over the temptation of Satan the Devil by faith.’ In verses 1–2 it is written, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.”

      Jesus had received baptism from John and had the sin of the world passed on to Him, and He was to die on the Cross and rise from the dead to save us. It was when, to accomplish that work, He had first had our sins passed on to Him through the baptism, gone into the wilderness to be tempted, and fasted forty days, night and day.

      • LET US LIVE BY THE FAITH THAT HEARS AND BELIEVES THE WORD OF GOD

      In verse 3 it says, “Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’” His saying, “If You are the Son of God,” was using the conditional ‘if,’ because he did not believe that Jesus is the Son of God and was determined not to believe it. ‘You have fasted forty days, so how You must want to eat! You are hungry, are You not? If You are the Son of God, give the command and make these stones become bread. And eat.’ That is what he said. This is temptation. ‘Are You really the Son of God? Are You the Creator? Then can You not make these stones into bread and eat? If You say, Become bread, will it not become so? Why are You so starved, hollow-eyed like a man who has not had even a bowl of gruel?’ Satan the Devil appeared and tempted Jesus in this way.

      

      So Jesus gave the answer. “But He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”’” (Matthew 4:4). When Satan the Devil tempted Him to make the stones become bread and eat, Jesus responded with the written word, saying, “It is written.” Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. In conclusion, it means that we live by the faith that believes the word of God. It is the word that we can live only by living by faith. When Jesus was hungry, He drove back the temptation that came with bread by this word and passed the first gate.

      After we receive the remission of sins, can we live if the world just has food and our food, clothing, and shelter are solved? If we do not hear the word of God, we cannot live. Only by living by the faith that hears and believes the word of God do we live as God’s people. Since Jesus received this temptation, Satan the Devil gives this temptation to you and me as well. When things are hard and we cannot eat, Satan the Devil says, ‘If you submit to me, I will give you bread. Do not believe in God; believe in me.’ The question is whether we would do so to get bread. At that moment we must drive him back with the written word, with the faith that believes the word of God. Man does not live by bread alone. We can live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. We can live by faith and receive God’s help by faith. This is how we must solve the problem, the word says.

      • THROUGH THE WRITTEN WORD OF GOD

      

      The second temptation is verses 5–7. “Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: “He shall give His angels charge over you,” and, “In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.”’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”’” ‘If You really are the Son of God, jump down from here. Is it not written that the angels will hold You up with their hands so that You will not be hurt?’—that is what he meant.

      This time too Jesus refuted him with the written word of God. It is written again, You shall not tempt the LORD your God. If one jumps from a high place, of course he gets hurt and bleeds—will you tempt God, knowing that full well? The result is plain to see, and yet will you tempt Him?—that is what He said. So He overcame the second temptation as well.

      • DRIVE BACK THE TEMPTATION OF SATAN THE DEVIL BY FAITH

      The third temptation is verses 8–9. “Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’” Taking Him up on a high mountain and showing Him all the kingdoms of the world, the Devil said to Jesus, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve’” (Matthew 4:10), and drove back this temptation too. Then the Devil left Jesus.

      

      The first time, he tempted Him with food. Then too, Jesus overcame with the word of God, saying that man does not live by bread alone but by the word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Are there not many who, after being born again, said, ‘I cannot live like this,’ and went out into the world? It seems one could live if only there were bread, but if we do not hear the word of God, if we do not fellowship with the brothers and sisters, if we do not do the work of serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the soul becomes parched and thirsty and cannot live. The soul starves to death. That is the evidence of having fallen into the temptation of Satan the Devil. The second time, he set Him on the pinnacle of the temple and told Him to throw Himself down, but Jesus drove him back, saying, ‘It is written, You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’ The third time, he said, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me,” but when Jesus said, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve,’” the Devil left.

      If we submit to Satan the Devil, if we fall down and worship him, it seems we would gain the whole world. Satan the Devil says, ‘Obey my words. If you listen to me and follow me, I will make you rich in this world. I will make your life a success.’ While we live on this earth, Satan the Devil entices us that if, even after being saved, we do not serve the Lord but submit to the world and live so, everything of the world becomes ours. If we listen to that and do so, would we live well? Listening to the stories of a few who left this church and live outside, I sometimes hear them say that the time they were in this church was the happiest in their lives. Even if we had everything of the world, the life of worshiping God, serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit, serving as a support for the preaching of the gospel, and living for the preaching of the gospel is the life God wants and is the life that receives blessing from God.

      

      • SATAN THE DEVIL TEMPTS OUR HEARTS AT ALL TIMES

      When Satan the Devil tempts us, we must search what the Scriptures say about that matter. And we must hold on to what the Scriptures say. If we hold on to the written word and keep it in our hearts, the word gives us strength, leads us onto the way where we can live by faith, and empowers us. We succeed by faith. We become people who succeed even while serving the Lord. So we must know this fact: Jesus’ being tempted by Satan the Devil means that, because we would face such temptations in this world, Jesus took our temptations upon Himself first and showed us.

      There is probably no one among us who has not gone through such temptation. It seems that if we go out into the world we could live well, become rich, and succeed, but the moment we do so, even if we have received salvation, we throw our life away. We throw it away completely. If we do not serve the gospel and serve God, if we do not live for the Lord while meeting and fellowshipping with God’s people, it is an utterly futile life in this world. Is there satisfaction? We cannot have satisfaction. Is it enjoyable? We cannot feel any enjoyment.

      

      Remaining in such a state, someday we may also meet saved people who went out into the world. They will tell you that their bodies and hearts were miserable. There are those who went out, saying, ‘With my ability I can go out into the world and succeed. I have a driver’s license and a forklift license—out in the world I can enjoy myself and live well any time.’ Did they really succeed by doing so? No. ‘I am good at clearing pipes and fixing water lines; with skills like these I can succeed out in the world any time.’ So are they really happy? Did they earn a lot of money? Did they become rich? What is the use of earning much money? If there are many holes for it to drain out, life is ruined. Even if one earns money, if his body weakens and his heart weakens, he lives a vain life. So Satan the Devil tempts our hearts at all times with the things of the world.

      • THE BORN-AGAIN MUST OVERCOME TEMPTATION WITH THE SAME FAITH AS JESUS

      In my own case, after I first met the Lord, two problems confronted me. If I stayed at the prayer center where I was living, I would become its director, and then I could have position, honor, and power; I would not be persecuted; and I would be treated well by people. But God did not speak that way. ‘If you do not preach this gospel to all the people of the world, I will hold you accountable for their blood from you when they die. I will regard you as a murderer.’ That is what He said. So although I too wanted to live with the recognition of others, I obeyed the Lord’s will. Saying, ‘Then I will take it so,’ at night I put a few pieces of underwear, some socks, and my Bible into a bath bag, and holding a book bag in one hand and the bath bag in the other, without taking many clothes, I came out at dawn.

      

      Coming out like that and drifting along, lunchtime came. My stomach growled. ‘I am hungry. In the old days I could visit someone I knew and be treated to a meal.’ Then my feet tried to head that way. So I restrained myself firmly: ‘No. I came out to serve the gospel—if I meet people from the old days and receive their hospitality, this makes no sense.’ I do not even remember whether I ate lunch that day. Going on like that, I actually faced the problem of food, clothing, and shelter. So I went to a construction-site camp lodging and asked, ‘Are you hiring? I need to work here with room and board. Will you give me work?’ and they said they would, and told me to come in. In the old days there were many such workplaces. The men working there smoked a lot and drank a lot, but I worked steadily; at break time I would go off somewhere alone to read the Bible and pray, and when work time came I would come out and work—and in that way I solved the problem step by step.

      Satan the Devil keeps on enticing: ‘Bend your heart to the world. Break your will. And submit. Then material things will come quickly; you may not make a fortune, but you will be well enough off.’ I went through many hardships. When I went to a certain provincial city, I also went through many hardships. Even so, I said, ‘I will worship God and preach the gospel of God. I will never be robbed of the remaining time; I will do God’s work.’ So only while I was working in someone’s house was my body bound there; apart from that, I used every means and method to preach this gospel. I preached the gospel much. As the result, God opened the way like that, and today I have come to preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit like this.

      In any case, if we have been born again, Satan the Devil without fail tempts us with these three things. He tempts us with food, tempts us with the glory of the world, and makes us tempt God. Even so, holding on to the word of God that said, You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve, we must live with the faith that, as Jesus was victorious, if we too do first what pleases God and go forward, God solves the rest of our affairs as well. This word Jesus showed us is the answer sheet for when we are tempted in our faith. We too must deal with it, holding the very same faith as Jesus.
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          SERMON 3


          
            THE TIME OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS COMING QUICKLY

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 4:12-17 >

      “Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”

      • IF WE ARE UNITED WITH THE CHURCH, WE SUCCEED IN THE LIFE OF FAITH

      

      First, I have thankful news. God has helped the various works our saints are carrying out together and given us good fruit. I thank the many people who took part in the work and truly labored. The church is now doing the work of translating the praise songs we have written into the languages of many nations; the work of recording the word as sound so that even those who cannot read books or whose eyes are dim can hear the news of the gospel; and the work of making it known so that the whole world can encounter the gospel anywhere. In this way we must make the gospel of the water and the Spirit cover the whole world.

      What must we do to lead our life of faith well? Can we do it well if we have good heads? Can we do it well if we have much zeal? Can we do it well if we are united with the church? The right answer is to be united with the church. However good one’s head is and however capable he is, it will not do unless he is united with the church. However insufficient we are, it works if we are united with the church; even if we have no ability, if we are united with the church, all the work for us to do is right there. So this is tremendously important. The person who realizes this has come to his senses. There are many who cannot blend in and put on airs alone, but only by being united with the church do we succeed in the life of faith.

      • JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF LIFE

      

      Now let us look at the word of Matthew chapter 4. The word speaks of two things. First, Jesus received baptism from John, had the sin of the world passed on to Him, and from that time began the saving ministry in which He would carry those sins, shed His blood and die on the Cross, and rise again. “Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned’” (Matthew 4:12–16). When Jesus entered that region called Galilee, it says, the people who sat in darkness saw a light. Jesus is the light. He is the light of life.

      Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist in order to have all the sins of the world passed on to Him, carry those sins, shed His blood and die on the Cross, and rise again. As He received the baptism, Jesus said, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). “Thus” is in Greek ‘houtos (οὕτως),’ that is, ‘in this very way.’ Just as in the Old Testament the high priest laid his hands on the sacrificial offering and passed a year’s sins of the people of Israel onto it once and for all, so Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and had the sins of mankind passed on to Him and took them upon Himself—the word of God declares that in this very method He took the sins of mankind upon Himself. After having the sin of the world passed on to Him in this way, Jesus ministered for three years, and carrying those sins, He was nailed to the Cross, said, “It is finished!” and died shedding His blood, and He rose again from death and ascended into heaven. Jesus went to the region of Galilee after having the sin of the world passed on to Him. That is why, just as the word of the Old Testament Scriptures says, on those who sat in the shadow of darkness a light has dawned.

      • WHOEVER SEES THE LIGHT GAINS NEW LIFE

      

      When Jesus entered that region, the people met the light. They met the light of life, the light of the true truth, the light of new life. They met the light of the remission of sins. They met that light by meeting Jesus. You also—when someone who had received the remission of sins met you, you who had been sitting in the shadow of darkness met the light of life. We are not Jesus, but because we are those who have gained new life from Jesus, because we are those who have the light, because we have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us and hold the word of God, when people meet us, it also becomes for them like meeting Jesus and seeing the light.

      While I was ministering in a southern region, I came up to a certain provincial city because of a certain matter. Having come up, I asked God, ‘God, why on earth must I come and work here? If I work, the people who meet me will all receive the remission of sins—why have I come here now?’ I asked God almost as if pressing Him for an answer. ‘God, did You send me here because You have a purpose for me? Then are You telling me to preach the gospel to this region? Then I will have to investigate.’ So whenever I had time, I went around to the worship services of this church and that church. If you go and sit and listen, you know at once. Whether there is the gospel or not, whether that man is preaching the word of God or telling his own story, you know at once. When I checked, there was no one preaching the gospel. Not only the ordinary churches—I also went to the Brethren church and to the Local church, but none of them had the gospel. So I said, ‘God, is this why You sent me here? Then I will do it. Help me. I hate going hungry, so You take responsibility for me,’ and I began the work. From then on, God began to help every work I did and everything I thought of. That is how I have come this far today.

      

      In fact, the people who met me in that region at that time met the light of life. They had been sitting in the shadow of darkness, and they saw, met, and experienced the light of life. Among them a small number of people received the remission of sins and followed me, but midway greed arose in them. ‘I have received the remission of sins, so now I have no sin. Looking at this man, he is good at business too—rather than only preaching the gospel, if I follow what he does, I could make a lot of money,’ and they drifted off in that direction. That is why I say in my heart, ‘Change your line.’ We believe the same gospel, but I earn money to serve the gospel, while they earn money because they covet money. The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the same whenever a person who has received the remission of sins preaches it. But if someone who has not received the remission of sins preaches it, it is an empty thing. Because it is knowledge, something theoretical, it does not take hold in the heart. That is why I tell you to believe the gospel in the present tense. What if the faith of the one who says, ‘I was saved long ago,’ was in fact theoretical? That would be a disaster. When you hear the gospel now, you must believe it in the present tense and confirm your own faith at any time.

      First, they saw and met the light. Whoever sees and meets the light gains new life, becomes a disciple of the Lord, and follows the Lord. Where did this begin? After John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus began His work. Jesus came to this earth as the Savior of mankind; God wanted to establish one representative of mankind and pass all the sins of mankind onto Jesus’ head through his hands; and Jesus received baptism from John and had the sins of mankind passed on to Him. And carrying those sins, He shed His blood and died on the Cross and rose again. The Lord is One who works in that way. He does not work haphazardly. That is why those who met the light received salvation and became the disciples of Jesus.

      

      • “REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND”

      The other thing is the word of verse 17. “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” When it comes to repenting, Christianity today thinks that listing one by one the sins one has committed is repentance, but that is not repentance; it is listing. It is vain repetition. It is saying again what one has already said, and saying it yet again. To repent is to turn back. When I thought the way I was going was the right way but found out that it was a wrong way and that there was much I was doing wrong, I must turn back to the right way. Then the kingdom of heaven has drawn near—the day of entering the kingdom of heaven is not far off—the Lord spoke this word from the very start.

      We were going a wrong way—unable to receive the remission of sins, just offering prayers of repentance day after day, with sin always in our hearts—and when, after meeting the word of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we realize, ‘Ah, I had believed wrongly,’ we must believe this gospel. Then what happens? The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Two thousand years have passed since Jesus spoke this word—how much nearer must the kingdom of heaven be now? Does the kingdom of heaven exist, or not? Since it is called Cheonguk (天國), it means a kingdom that is in heaven. It means it is not this earth. Since the character guk (國), kingdom, is used, it means the kingdom of God exists. That kingdom of heaven in the heavens has drawn near.

      

      To you and me who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the kingdom of heaven has drawn this near. It has come much nearer. Whether we will go there after 100 years, after 200 years, after 500 years, or after a thousand years, we do not know. But we are far nearer than the people of two thousand years ago. From now on we must confess that the kingdom of heaven exists, and confess and acknowledge that before long we are going there. And we must live with that.

      • THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND

      Enormous changes are taking place in this world. A certain global company announced a quantum computer, and they say it will take five to ten years before it comes into general use. This thing lives on big data. It collects data, and with it makes judgments and even creates new things. They say it solves in less than two minutes what a supercomputer would have to calculate for a billion years—how many changes will there be in this world? Imagine what will happen when this is put to use and another ten or thirty years pass from there. The things being done now are all old-fashioned and will disappear.

      With such technology there are many things one would want to do and many things one would want to make, but we will be busy preaching the gospel. We are now trying to accomplish the globalization of the gospel. If we quickly finish preaching the gospel to the whole world, the Lord can work quickly. So the saints exchange news with one another and live encouraging one another: ‘Let us believe that gospel well and keep our faith well, and go to the Lord’s kingdom. There are still many people who need to believe. Keep your faith well.’

      

      The kingdom of heaven is at hand. The time when we individually go to the kingdom of God is near, and the time when this earth and this world disappear, when the kingdom of God appears before our eyes and we go there to live, is also near. When that time is, I too do not know. How could I know? I am not a time-fixed doomsday theorist. Many people spoke of the pre-tribulation rapture theory, but that is all a lie. They did it to make money. So I was angry, and as I wrote and published my exposition of the Book of Revelation, I stated in it that it is not so. After our books went out, that talk died away all over the world. Those who used to speak of the pre-tribulation rapture theory no longer speak of it at all. The great majority of pastors used to say it, but now they do not say a single word. It is a fraud. The claim is that since you will be raptured before the tribulation, bring your money to the church—but if everyone is going up, what would the church do with the money? If that is not a fraud, what is?

      • WE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WILL GO AND LIVE IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

      When such technology develops, the Antichrist emerges. A political leader emerges, and that leader is one who makes very good use of such technology. In Revelation a beast comes up out of the sea, and it is written, “The beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion” (Revelation 13:2). Being like a leopard speaks of being fast, and the mouth being like a lion’s speaks of being ferocious. If anyone goes against his will, he says to kill him at once, and he actually kills him. It says his feet were like the feet of a bear. A bear is so strong that with one blow it can break even a tiger’s ribs. It means a leader that ferocious emerges. If people do not obey, it is death for all. What does that speak of? It speaks of the seven-year Great Tribulation. It speaks of the Antichrist having emerged. When that time comes and such a leader appears among the world’s leaders, we have only to say, ‘He has come.’ From there it is three and a half years.

      

      The three and a half years are a time of indoctrination. It is driving the whole world toward a single people, saying, ‘The whole world is one global village, one nation.’ When the indoctrination time ends, from then on they enforce the law. Whoever does not obey that law dies. If we are still alive until then, that is where you and I die. They recognize us right away. They know at once what our hearts believe, and they know at once that the Holy Spirit is within us. We can never listen to such words and can never surrender. Even if we try to keep our mouths shut out of fear, the Holy Spirit within us makes us speak like a cannonball. So we are killed. We are martyred. After we are martyred, will the world then live well? God brings down the plagues of the seven bowls and the trumpets and sweeps it all away.

      At that time, those who believed halfheartedly, those who heard the gospel from us but did not believe it fully—if they surrender around the time we are martyred, they become the Devil’s eternal servants, and this world is wrecked in any case. Natural disasters also come. At that time, it says, believers come forth as innumerable as the sand of the seashore. So many people come forth who lay down their lives with the faith of martyrdom, believing in the precious blood of the Lamb. That is the kind of season that time is. And without the appointed period being fully filled, it comes to an end.

      

      The Lord of the First Coming came in Bethlehem from the body of the virgin Mary as the baby Jesus, in a very gentle form. But Jesus Christ, who comes again, comes down from heaven as very God, as the Almighty, attended by the heavenly hosts and angels. And with the word He casts the Devil into the bottomless pit, a hole without end, so that he cannot come out for a thousand years, and He holds the wedding feast with us for a thousand years. After that He opens the judgment of the Great White Throne, judges, and throws them into the unquenchable fire. And we go to the eternal kingdom, the kingdom of God, and live there as kings. I am not telling this story to threaten you. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. We are the people who will go and live in the kingdom of heaven. Before long we will go and live there. Keep that in your heart—that is the point. That the changes of the world are this fast means that the time is coming immeasurably fast. Then does it change in a moment and end in a moment? Not necessarily so. If God restrains it, He can keep that development from advancing fast. It is decided by the speed at which we preach the gospel. If we quickly finish preaching the gospel to the whole world, the Lord can work quickly, and if we are slow, He who is the Master of history makes the flow of history go slowly. So take it at that and do not be afraid; and do not say either, ‘Since the end is drawing near, let us just do what we want to do and then go.’

      • LET US TURN TO THE RIGHT WAY AND LIVE HOPING FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

      

      The Lord says that His kingdom is at hand, so repent and turn back.Going along a wrong way, we must turn to what is right, realizing, ‘Ah, this is what is right. The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the true gospel. Living the life of a disciple is the true life. It is normal for one who believes in God to live like this and then go to the kingdom of God.’And we must be united with the church. People think believing in Jesus is terribly difficult, but it is not so. God knows our heads are dull, and He did not make it that difficult. If He had made it difficult, no one could believe. The gospel the Lord has given is good, salvation is good, and the kingdom of God is good for us. Since we have alreadyreceived salvation and are living the life of disciples, let us hold the faith that we are going to the kingdom of God, hold in our hearts the expectation of entering it, live the remaining days like that, and meet the Lord.
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          SERMON 4


          
            THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THAT JESUS PREACHED HEALS THE SOUL COMPLETELY

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 4:12-25 >

      

      “Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.”

      • JESUS WENT ABOUT ALL GALILEE

      Today’s text says that Jesus went about all Galilee. Jesus did not sit comfortably in one place and only wait for people to come. He went where the people sitting in darkness were, entered the synagogues where the people who did not know the word were, and went even to the places where the sick and the weak were. Jesus’ saving of people was not an idea or a slogan. He actually went in among the people and taught, preached, and healed.

      Matthew chapter 4 records what happened after Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and fulfilled all righteousness. After being baptized by John, Jesus overcame the Devil’s temptation in the wilderness, went to Galilee and preached, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, and called His disciples. And now He went about all Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven. We must not pass over this order as if it meant nothing. Jesus did not vaguely talk about heaven to people without having begun any saving work. He first had the sin of the world passed on to Him at the Jordan River and fulfilled all the righteousness of God, and He began to preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven as the Savior who would carry those sins, be judged on the Cross, shed His blood and die, and rise again from death.

      

      Dear fellow believers, why did Jesus have to go around seeking people? Because people, though sitting in the darkness of sin and death, could not find their way to the light by their own strength. A person whose body is sick can at least find his way to a hospital, but a person who does not know how grave a sinner he is before God does not try to seek the Savior. He thinks he is only a little lacking and will get better if he lives his religious life more diligently. That is why Jesus, the light of life, came first to sinners.

      God’s saving of us was also like this. It is not that we first came to know God rightly and went to find Him. We were holding on to our own thoughts, religion, and deeds, going the wrong way. But God came to us through the word and let us hear the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Salvation is not the result of a sinner climbing up to heaven by his own wisdom, but the grace of the Lord coming down to where the sinner is.

      Matthew testifies again in detail of this ministry of Jesus later on. It says, “Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd” (Matthew 9:35–36). The reason Jesus went about the cities and villages was that He pitied the people. Like sheep without a shepherd, the people were suffering, not knowing where to go to live.

      

      Therefore the teaching, the preaching of the gospel, and the healing were not three separate events. It was one saving ministry: teaching the truth to those wandering because they did not know the word, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom of heaven to those who could not enter the kingdom of God because of sin, and healing with authority those pressed down by sickness and weakness. The Lord did not look at only one part of a person. Knowing all—the sin of the soul, the wrong faith, and the pain of life—He did the work of making the sinner completely alive.

      • EVEN THE PEOPLE IN THE SYNAGOGUES NEEDED THE RIGHT TEACHING

      Jesus taught in the synagogues. The people gathered in the synagogues were not Gentile religionists who knew nothing of God. They gathered on the Sabbath, read the Law of Moses and the writings of the prophets, and thought they were serving God. Yet Jesus had to teach even them. It is because reading the Scriptures and leading a religious life does not automatically make one know the will of God.

      A person can build his own righteousness even with the Bible in hand. Reading the Law, he can condemn others rather than realize his own sins, and while offering sacrifices, he may not know how sins are passed on to the sacrificial offering. Even if one has attended church long and has much Bible knowledge, if he does not know the relation between the baptism Jesus received from John, His shedding His blood and dying on the Cross, and His resurrection, he cannot know how his sins were removed. Then, while saying he believes in Jesus, sin remains as it is in his heart, and every day he begs for those sins to be washed away again.

      

      What does the Law teach us? The Scripture says, “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). The Law is not a ladder given for us to keep well and so achieve our own salvation. It makes us know that before the holy God we have sin and cannot remove that sin by ourselves. Just as one seeks a doctor only when he knows his disease exactly, so one seeks the Savior Jesus Christ only when he knows his sin and his judgment.

      The fact of sitting in a synagogue does not remove a person’s sins. Attending church worship today, receiving offices, and serving likewise do not in themselves pay the price of sin. This is not to say that prayer, service, and dedication are wrong. What a person who has received the remission of sins does out of thankfulness is precious. But if one puts forward such deeds as the price for washing away sin, it amounts to not believing in the salvation Jesus has accomplished. Removing sin is not something a person achieves by training himself religiously; it is what the Savior has completed.

      Are you raising your own righteousness higher through the word of the Scriptures, or have you discovered that you are a sinner who cannot be saved by your own strength? Jesus did not merely teach the religious people of the synagogues more about how to live as good people. He taught the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, which turns their wrong faith around and brings them into the kingdom of God.

      • THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THAT JESUS PREACHED IS THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      

      The text says that Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven. What is the gospel of the kingdom of heaven? Is it a vague comfort that we can go to a good place after death? Is it a lesson that if we keep the Law well and live good lives, we can someday enter the kingdom of God? No. The gospel of the kingdom of heaven is the news of the salvation that Jesus Christ Himself accomplished to bring sinners into the kingdom of heaven.

      When Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist in Matthew chapter 3, He said, “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15). All righteousness means the right work of God, who saves sinners so that they have no sin. Jesus had no sin at all—why then did He receive baptism from John? Because for Him to take in our place the judgment that we sinners were to receive, our sins first had to be passed on to the body of the sinless Jesus.

      In the Old Testament the high priest laid his hands on the head of the sacrificial offering and passed the sins of the people of Israel onto it. According to that shadow, John the Baptist, the representative of all mankind, baptized Jesus, and through that baptism Jesus received all the sins of the world passed on to His own body. The baptism Jesus received from John was not a mere ceremony showing humility. It was the event of salvation in which the sins that were on sinners were passed on to the unblemished Lamb of God.

      So the next day John the Baptist testified, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29). John did not say that Jesus would take people’s sins away little by little in the future. He said that He takes away “the sin of the world.” In the sin of the world are included all the sins—past, present, and future—committed by all mankind, from Adam to the last person. The sins we remember and the sins we have forgotten, the sins committed knowingly and the sins committed unknowingly, are all contained in it.

      

      Because the sins were passed on to Jesus, He went to the Cross. The death of the Cross is not an event that ends as the unjust death of one sinless righteous man. It is the death in which Jesus, carrying the sin of the world passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John, received the judgment of God in our place on the Cross. Jesus was nailed through His hands and feet, shed His blood, and actually died. Since the wages of sin is death, He paid the price of sin in our place just as the word says. And in three days He rose again from death. The risen Lord overcame the powers of sin and death and gives the remission of sins and eternal new life to those who believe.

      This is the gospel of the water and the Spirit and the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that Jesus preached. Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and had the sin of the whole world passed on to Him, carried those sins and was judged on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying, and rose again from death, completing our salvation. The kingdom of heaven is not a kingdom one enters by piling up good deeds. It is the kingdom that the righteous enter—those who believe this completed righteousness of God in their hearts and have received the remission of all their sins.

      Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God’” (John 3:3–5). Nicodemus was a teacher of Israel and had much religious knowledge, but he did not know being born again. It is not that a person is born again in the flesh; when he believes in the salvation Jesus accomplished with the water and the Spirit, receives the remission of all the sins of his heart, and receives the Holy Spirit, he is born again and enters the kingdom of God.

      

      The gospel is not news that first tells man what more he must do for God. It is news that proclaims what God has accomplished in full for sinners. The Scripture says, “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:17). The reason the gospel is the power of God is not that it improves the sinner a little, but that it actually removes all the sinner’s sins and makes the sinner righteous.

      In the gospel is revealed not man’s righteousness but the righteousness of God. The center is not how much I have repented or how faithfully I have served, but how God passed on the sins, judged them, and removed them through Jesus Christ. So the righteous person is not one who lives by the perfection of his own conduct, but one who lives by faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Faith is not holding out one’s imperfect righteousness to God, but accepting as it is the righteousness God has completed.

      • MAN’S FUNDAMENTAL DISEASE IS HAVING SIN BEFORE GOD

      Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom of heaven and healed all kinds of sickness and disease among the people. The text clearly records that Jesus healed actual diseases of the body. The blind saw, those who could not walk walked, and people suffering from many diseases were restored. We must not treat this as a mere metaphor. Jesus is the Creator who made the human body, and He is God, who has the authority to rule over disease.

      

      In Isaiah it was prophesied that the coming Savior would Himself bear our sicknesses and iniquities: “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:4–6).

      We each turned to our own way, and as a result we were placed under sin and death. But God laid the iniquity of us all on Jesus Christ through the baptism of John. The piercing, the bruising, and the chastisement Jesus received were not because of His own sins but because of our transgressions and iniquities. Because He took our sins upon Himself by receiving baptism from John and was judged, those who believe enjoy peace with God and receive the healing of their souls. Jesus, who bestowed the healing of the body, was the Savior who would finally settle even the punishment of sin on the Cross.

      But the healing of the body’s diseases does not mean that the person never dies. Even after recovering from illness, as time passes the body weakens again and finally dies. Therefore we must not place the deepest purpose of Jesus’ coming to this earth in the health of the body alone. The Lord came to save us with the water, the blood, and the Spirit from sin, judgment, and eternal death. The authority with which He healed all the diseases of the body shows that He is the Savior who would bring to life even the soul dead in sin.

      

      Man’s fundamental disease is that he has sin before God. There are cases where a doctor can diagnose a disease of the body and treat it with medicine or surgery. But no doctor can operate on the sins recorded in the heart. Money cannot remove sin, and education cannot erase the sins of the past. Nor does doing many good works make the evil already done disappear. The person who has sin is under the judgment of God, and the wages of that sin is death.

      Yet people think far too lightly of the disease of their souls. They get themselves examined at the smallest problem in their bodies, but they treat as nothing the fact that there is sin in their hearts. When their bodies hurt, they earnestly beg to be saved, yet they hate to hear the word that because of sin they can only go to hell. Why is that? Because they believe their own conduct is fairly decent. They think that since they have not committed great sins compared with others, attend church, and have done good deeds, God will overlook it.

      But God is not One who overlooks sin. God is love, and at the same time He is just. If there is sin, He must judge it without fail. So, to save us, God did not pretend that sin did not exist; He passed the sins on to Jesus and judged them fully in Jesus’ body. The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the salvation in which the love and the justice of God were accomplished together.

      • JESUS DID NOT HEAL ONLY HALF OF THE SOUL SICK WITH SIN

      The text says that Jesus healed all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. There was no separate kind of disease the Lord could not heal. For man there are difficult diseases and easy diseases, but not for Jesus. When He spoke, the disease departed and the weakness was restored. This fact also shows us the perfection of the remission of sins the Lord gives.

      

      Some believe that Jesus removed original sin, but that the actual sins committed daily must be washed away by one’s own prayers of repentance. Others say that only the sins committed before believing were remitted, and the sins committed after believing must be handled again by oneself. If so, Jesus did not take the sin of the world upon Himself, and salvation is not completed. The sins one does not remember would be left out of the prayers of repentance, and the sins yet to be committed cannot even be confessed yet, so sin could never but remain in the heart.

      Jesus did not heal only half of the sinner’s disease and then tell him to treat the rest himself. He received baptism from John the Baptist and had the whole sin of the world passed on to Him, paid the whole price of those sins on the Cross, and rose again from death. The Scripture testifies, “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:10–14).

      The priests of the Old Testament repeated the same sacrifices daily because those sacrifices were a shadow pointing to the perfect salvation of Jesus Christ, who was to come. But Jesus offered “one sacrifice for sins forever” (Hebrews 10:12). Since Jesus had the sins passed on to Him with the baptism He received from John and paid the price of those sins in full on the Cross, the same sacrifice does not need to be repeated. If He has perfected us forever, it does not mean that only today’s sins are gone while tomorrow’s sins remain. The sins of our whole lifetime, which the Lord knows, were passed on to Him, and He received the judgment in our place and rose again from death, so all our sins—the sin of the world—and the judgment have been brought to an end.

      

      Does believing this word suddenly make the flesh perfect and flawless? No. Even a person who has received the remission of sins can do wrong because his flesh is weak. But the weakness of the flesh and sin remaining in the heart are not the same thing. When we discover a wrong, we must acknowledge it before God and turn from it, but that wrong does not make the salvation Jesus accomplished incomplete again. The saved person is not one who calls himself righteous by looking at his own conduct, but one who has become righteous by believing the word of God that Jesus removed all his sins.

      Is there sin in your heart now, or not? I am asking you to answer actually, before the word of God. If all your sins were passed on to Jesus with the baptism He received from John the Baptist, what sin remains with you? If Jesus received the judgment of all those sins on the Cross, what price of sin is there for you to pay again? If the Lord rose again from death and completed the salvation, why do you still call yourself a sinner? We must look back and see whether we are those who do not believe what God has done but follow and believe our own thoughts and feelings.

      • WE MUST NOT LOOK ONLY AT MIRACLES, BUT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

      When people hear the news that Jesus healed diseases, they take interest in the miracles. They want their diseases healed, their difficult circumstances resolved, and blessing received in the world. Of course we can ask God for help when we are sick, and God knows our circumstances. But if we believe in Jesus only as One who solves worldly problems, we miss the greatest salvation He has given.

      

      Even if the body is healthy, if there is sin in the heart, one cannot enter the kingdom of God. Even if one becomes rich in the world and rises to a high position, he cannot escape death and judgment, the wages of sin. Conversely, a person who has believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and received the remission of all his sins is one of the people of the kingdom of God even if his body is weak and his circumstances are hard. The standard of salvation is not whether things go well in the world, but whether the sin of the heart has been removed by the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

      Today many people seek miracles in the name of Jesus and yet do not try to know the baptism Jesus received from John. They speak of the blood of the Cross and yet cannot clearly explain why the sinless Jesus had to be judged. If the fact that sins were passed on through the baptism Jesus received from John is left out, the Cross becomes not the saving judgment that bore sins, but a vague sacrifice of love. And if one does not believe up to the resurrection, the fact that salvation is a completed history that overcame sin and death also disappears.

      

      In the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that Jesus preached, the testimony of the water, the blood, and the Spirit is clearly present. “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one –ASV. If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son. He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son” (1 John 5:4–10). Jesus Christ, who came by the Spirit, received baptism from John and had the sin of the world passed on to Him; because of those sins He was judged on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying; and He rose again from death. When we believe this gospel of the water and the Spirit in our hearts, we receive the remission of sins and receive the Holy Spirit and become the children of God. The gospel of the kingdom of heaven is not news that gives us a pleasant possibility, but the truth that actually removes all the sins of the heart.

      Dear fellow believers, do not be satisfied with sitting in the synagogue and hearing the Scriptures. Do not stop either at admiring the power with which Jesus healed diseases. You must know and believe that Jesus fulfilled all the righteousness of God with the baptism He received from John, why He shed His blood and died on the Cross, and how He rose again from death. We must believe, just as it is, the word God has recorded, rather than the religious customs men have taught.

      Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and healing all kinds of sickness and disease. That same Lord even now completely heals the soul sick with sin through the recorded gospel of the water and the Spirit. Whoever lays down his own righteousness and believes this gospel in his heart receives the remission of all sins, becomes a righteous person without sin, and enters the kingdom of God. This is the power of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that Jesus preached.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          SERMON 5


          
            GOD HAS ESTABLISHED US AS PREACHERS

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 4:17-22 >

      “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.”

      • FIRST OF ALL, TURN BACK FROM YOUR OWN WRONG LIFE

      Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, had the sins of us mankind passed on to Him and took them upon Himself, shed His blood and died on the Cross, and rose again from death, and so He has saved us. After receiving baptism from John and finishing the forty-day fast and prayer, Jesus began to preach, as the word says: “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (Matthew 4:17). The Lord’s public ministry, that is, the work of saving mankind from sin, began in earnest.

      

      Jesus was born on this earth, and His deeds up to the age of twelve were recorded; after that He grew up in His home. And when He turned thirty, He received baptism from John and had the sins of mankind passed on to Him and through His receiving the baptism, being submerged in the water, and coming up out of the water, He showed in full that He would die nailed to the Cross and rise again from death. And He fasted and prayed for forty days, allowed Himself to be tempted by Satan, and overcame that temptation. Counting from His birth, the saving ministry of Jesus began when He was thirty, and at thirty-three He was nailed to the Cross and died, rose again, and went up into heaven. So His ministry in earnest lasted three years, and His teaching of the disciples was also three years.

      As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, He met the brothers, and the word He spoke before that was, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Jesus was revealing Himself to the people. Telling them to repent meant to turn back from wrong faith, from serving idols; and He said that if they believed that the Lord had accomplished the salvation of mankind from sin and received the remission of sins, they would enter the kingdom of heaven. For a person with sin to believe in Jesus the Savior, he must first turn back from his own wrong life and believe in Jesus as his own Savior. Only then does he receive salvation.

      • HE CALLED THE PURE IN HEART AND MADE THEM HIS DISCIPLES

      

      And here comes the word in which He calls His disciples together. “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed Him” (Matthew 4:18–20). Peter and Andrew are brothers. When Jesus, walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, called these brothers, Peter and Andrew left their boat and nets and followed Jesus. It is a great thing. It happened so because Jesus called them. And seeing James and John—the two brothers, John being the Apostle John who recorded the Gospel of John—mending their nets in the boat with their father Zebedee, He called them, and it says they immediately left the boat and their father and followed Jesus.

      Jesus worked by calling His disciples in this way. When we receive the Lord’s calling, follow the Lord, and serve Him, we become the Lord’s disciples; and what we must know is that Jesus did not go to a great city like Jerusalem and call the learned men of the Jewish nation. Look at these four—Peter, Andrew, James, and John—they are all fishermen. Would men who catch fish have studied much? No. In those days, people living by the sea helped with their fathers’ work and carried on that work generation after generation.

      Here Jesus teaches us the fact that He did not call and use those with worldly learning, those with wisdom and cleverness, those good at working their heads. He called pure people. People who believe, follow, and do as they are told; people who can deny themselves, take up their own crosses, and obey the command of their Teacher—such people He called, saying that He would make them fishers of men.

      • WE ARE PREACHERS WHO CATCH PEOPLE

      

      To those who had been catching fish, Jesus said He would make them fishers of men, that is, make them preachers. And He established them as preachers. Think of fishing with a line. When you put bait on the hook and cast it into the sea, the bait moves little by little in the water. A fish passing by sees something moving that looks good to eat, comes and looks it over, nibbles a few times, and then, judging it not dangerous, bites hard. Since it is a thin line, even a slight movement sends the feel to your fingertips. If you jerk it right then, the fish is hooked. Then you pull it right up.

      Because Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and had the sins of mankind passed on to Him and took them upon Himself, and would die nailed to the Cross and rise again from death and become our Savior—at that time it was still before He was crucified, but as Jesus Himself saw it, it was as good as already accomplished. So He said to the people, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, and from this time on He told the people that He had come to this earth and was carrying out the role of the Messiah just as He had prophesied in the Old Testament. And He made His disciples preachers who catch people.

      We too have become preachers. When we go and preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit, people bite this gospel. When they realize, ‘Ah, this is the truth,’ and bite hard, they receive salvation. Jesus did not call the learned. Yet in this world, to become a pastor one must pile up learning. Why? Because there is no truth. This is not to say that worldly learning is useless to the pure people who become Jesus’ preachers. It is better to have it than not, but it does not matter if one has none. If one only knows the word of the Scriptures and has the faith that believes that word, and preaches to the other person with that faith, the other person accepts the gospel. He believes the gospel. Then one catches a person. A preacher catches people in that way.

      

      • A PREACHER HAS ONLY TO BELIEVE RIGHTLY WHAT JESUS HAS DONE

      The gospel of God—Jesus’ birth; His receiving baptism from John the Baptist at the Jordan River and having the sins of mankind passed on to Him and taking them upon Himself; His dying nailed to the Cross; and His death and resurrection—the gospel of the water and the Spirit: the question is whether one believes it purely, whether Jesus has thereby become one’s own Savior. The person who believes that preaches it to yet another person. So all one needs to have is purity. What a preacher needs most is the faith that believes that Jesus worked according to this word, fulfilled in the New Testament what was in the Old Testament, and will fulfill this word in the future as well. With that faith alone one can carry out the mission of a preacher, and one becomes a fisher of men. If one believes what Jesus has done—in the case of the people of our country, if one just knows how to read Hangul—he fully becomes a preacher.

      

      That is why, in other countries, they do not think much of those who attended theological seminary. Whom do they recognize? They recognize those from mission schools. Our Mission also has a mission school. A world-famous man like D. L. Moody of America finished only the fourth grade of elementary school. He never even set foot near a middle school or a university. Yet he was a faithful preacher of nineteenth-century America, and there was no preacher more powerful than Moody. Charles Spurgeon of England, ‘the Prince of Preachers,’ was also such a man. You may not know it, but the famous preachers of the world came not from theological seminaries but from mission schools. Only in our country do people recognize seminary graduates and not mission school graduates. When you go abroad and meet leaders, they recognize mission school graduates. The Brethren church meetings also have mission schools, and those in this world who preached Jesus well were all from mission schools.

      So the students of our mission school have no need to hesitate when they go out to preach. Even when I talk with the staff workers, pastors, and evangelists of the mission organizations of our country, spiritually they cannot see ahead, and I have to teach them everything. Because our brothers were too afraid to speak to them, I once went out with them, greeted the staff workers of a mission organization, and let the brothers watch from the side as I taught those so-called staff workers as one handles little children. They have only impressive signboards and nothing else. Are they born again? They are not. Do they know the baptism Jesus received from John? They know nothing of it. Do they know the meaning of the name Christ? They do not know. Ask them, and they know none of it. They are just the persons in charge there and know nothing, and the pastor there knows nothing either. But those Jesus established as preachers—Peter, John, Andrew, James, and the rest—were all fishermen. They were boatmen. Men who could barely speak their own language, men who could hardly write.

      

      You are serving the Lord now, and in fact, in that life you are doing the same as attending a mission school. It is only that we have much work to do and cannot go out to preach. We are now doing the calyx work of the gospel, printing books and sending them overseas and serving—this is the same training. So you need not be intimidated in such matters. If you need books, you can buy a few and read them. As for theology, there is nothing worth reading. That is why I wrote a book on the Apostles’ Creed for you to read; there is a Korean edition and translated editions. Reading just that one book is better than graduating from ten theological seminaries. Overseas, too, they use our books a great deal as textbooks to teach their church members. I explained the meanings and set it all out in detail.

      • GOD CALLS AND USES THE PEOPLE HE NEEDS

      When Jesus called His disciples, He called many fishermen, and He called and established men who had been in various occupations, such as a tax collector, one who handled tax affairs. Among the disciples Peter is the foremost, and James also stands in the front rank. Luke was a physician, so he had learning and wrote well, but he was an inconspicuous man among the Lord’s workers. Since it is the world of faith, the learning he had gained in the world was rather of no help to him. Still, because he was a physician, he gave treatment, and when Paul, whose eyes were poor, asked him to write in his stead, he wrote.

      For mission to the Gentiles, Paul was needed. Paul was a man well versed in the Old Testament Scriptures, a man who had studied in the law schools of the Old Testament era. He knew Greek well and Hebrew well, and he knew Roman culture, Greek culture, and Hebrew culture well. God called Paul for overseas mission. He called Paul, who had been harassing those who believed well in Jesus, and said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:4). When Paul asked, “Who are You, Lord?” (Acts 9:5), He said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5), and said, Is it not only your own feet that hurt when you kick against the goads? He whom Paul thought was a finished figure because He had died appeared, let him hear His voice, and made his eyes blind.

      

      On the road to Damascus, Paul heard that voice and fell to the ground; a light shone, and his eyes could not see. Jesus had a disciple on this earth lay hands on Paul so that his eyes were opened, and had him deliver the word, ‘I will use you as an instrument, a preacher to the Gentiles.’ After Paul met Jesus and believed, after he came to know that Jesus was a real, existing person, because he knew the Old Testament well, he heard how Jesus had removed sin in the New Testament and came to know it all. So he believed, and he became Paul, the preacher to the Gentiles.

      I also know the ordinary churches well. Because I majored in theology and studied it, I know this field well. Since I know well that Jesus took our sins upon Himself and fulfilled the word prophesied in the Old Testament, and since I believe this word, I know well what the pastors of ordinary churches are doing. Just as the Apostle Paul knew well the reality that the Jews did not believe in Jesus, so I know it well. So just by seeing the sermon titles on Christian broadcasting and watching them read, I know what story that man will tell, how he will unfold it, and even what trap he has fallen into. So I also explain to the worker who does the literature work with me why what the pastors of ordinary churches say is contradictory and completely different from the Scriptures. Because I know it well, I can write down what I have preached, polish it a little, have it translated, and convey the gospel even to those attending theological seminaries and to the church members taught by them. We can do overseas mission—that is the point.

      • THE PRAYER IN WHICH I PROMISED TO PREACH THIS GOSPEL TO THE WHOLE WORLD

      

      I am holding back domestic mission for the sake of overseas mission, but when I do domestic mission, I do it well. It is delightful. You cannot imagine how delightful it is to hook a person. If I go out for a day with my bag and preach the gospel, I can catch about two people and bring them to the church. Since we preach to other countries through literature as well, we have become fishers of men there too. People think overseas mission is done by those who speak fluently, but that is not it. If the truth is not in you, if the Holy Spirit is not in you, if the word of God is not in you, you cannot do overseas mission. However much you go and talk, it is useless. Theological ideas, ‘let us live good lives’—such things do not work on those people in the least.

      ‘Have you ever been born again? Do you have sin in your heart? Do you want to be born again? Have your sins disappeared by your prayers of repentance?’ If you just toss out a few words like that, they get hooked. When they are hooked, you say, ‘Is it not because you do not yet have the Holy Spirit in your heart? Then shall I teach you how to receive the Holy Spirit?’ and they are drawn in and come at it eagerly. To receive the Holy Spirit, one must first receive the remission of sins. So when you tell them about Jesus from the word of the Old Testament and the word of the New Testament, they receive the remission of sins. Then the face that had looked as sour as if he had chewed something foul blooms like a full moon, and they are so glad they do not know what to do. This is preaching the gospel.

      

      How did I know that God had called me to do overseas mission? I also observed carefully the people in this land who speak English well. However fluent one’s English is, if the Spirit of Jesus Christ is not in his heart, he can do nothing and cannot be used. I saw that a great deal. When we were placing our books in an internet bookstore, a worker who knew some English was stubborn about the work I directed. He spoke, but he could not understand the other party’s words, and the other party could not understand what he said. So I called a worker who had served his military service at an American army base and was familiar with the local accent, and said, ‘From now on, say to the person in charge what I tell you. You two will understand each other.’ That is how our books entered a worldwide internet bookstore. We began by selling books, and then we made the website, translated the sermons into English, and did overseas mission through literature mission. The elderly Jewish brother overseas also received the remission of sins that way. Looking at the news coming in from overseas these days, they are practically all people who have received the remission of sins, and their testimonies of salvation are very clear and crisp. In the old books, theological terms had crept in, so there were parts that were not clear and people whose testimonies of salvation were not crisp; but since we translated them again precisely and published them, the testimonies of salvation also come in crisp and clear.

      I myself did not know that I would do overseas mission toward the whole world. But that is how I prayed. After I met the Lord through the word, while looking at this word I realized, ‘So this is how the Lord removed my sins!’ and after sitting there for thirty minutes, the first prayer I offered was this: ‘Lord, I will preach to the whole world what You came to this earth and did. But it may be like striking a rock with an egg. What I say may not get through. All the people of the whole world believe only in the blood of the Cross—if I preach the baptism Jesus received from John and the blood of the Cross, will they accept it? Nevertheless, because You have saved us in this way, I will preach it this way.’ So I made the promise and prayed in the name of Jesus. Only, I attached one condition: ‘I cannot speak when I am hungry. So please do not assign me things like fasting prayer. I have done plenty of it until now, and I cannot do such things.’ It is because I have been one who cannot bear hunger from childhood.

      

      I forgot all that I had prayed, and time passed. But the desire that we must preach the gospel to the whole world boiled up within me. The words that we must preach not only here but to the whole world came out of my mouth. But there was no way to do it. We were only a few people. Then I saw in a newspaper that an overseas internet bookstore was selling e-books, and I thought, ‘We should make a website, translate into English, and upload. We should sell e-books and paper books too,’ and I told the workers, Let us do it, and so we began.

      I did not know how to do overseas mission, yet I did it. People think that to do overseas mission one must speak English well and write well, but that can be assigned to specialists. I have only to make the Korean original well and have it translated. If I tried to preach, make the sermon books, translate, and even build the website all by myself, I could not finish it even if I worked until I grew old and died. So I assigned the work. Since there are specialists in the world for making websites, I entrusted it to the specialists, and because it fell short, we overhauled it four or five times.

      • WE ARE FISHERMEN WHO PREACH JESUS RIGHTLY

      

      Jesus called Peter, called James, called John, and called Andrew, and said, I will make you fishers of men. If He had called the fishermen and said, ‘You have caught many fish, right? I will buy a fishing ground and buy you a boat, so catch some fish here,’ they would have done it well without learning anything more, since it was the work they had been doing; but He said that He would now make them fishers not of fish but of men. Then what did Jesus do? First, Jesus received baptism from John and had their sins passed on to Him and took them upon Himself, died on the Cross, and rose again, and He saved Peter first, saved Andrew, saved John, and saved James. Because they themselves had received salvation, they could preach the word of salvation. Because they could preach, ‘This is how Jesus removed our sins,’ they became the disciples of Jesus.

      It is the same with me. These days, as we try to do much overseas mission, I tell the worker who does the writing even in poor health, please go easy on yourself. Writing is creation, so it is not easy. You know it once you try it. My aim is to convey what Jesus has done, bringing it out to the utmost without putting in my own thoughts. In the old days there was a skilled translator, so when a somewhat imperfect manuscript seemed translatable from the context before and after, I just handed it over. These days it is not so, and so that the translator will not be troubled, I am doing my utmost to write even every particle more precisely. In the old days progress came easily, but these days, after writing about one page, my head goes blank, and I throw down my ballpoint pen and sit, or lie down, or drink some water. Yet is it not getting done in that way? Have we not become fishers of men of the whole world? Did I alone become one? You are doing the calyx work of the gospel together with me. What is the use of only preaching? There must be money to print the books and money to send the books. Where is anything free in saving souls? What Jesus did is free, but delivering it takes money.

      

      We are doing it now. We have become fishers of men. It is not because I am great that it came about. God has made me a fisher of men. God has made you, too, fishers of men. Our young brothers also preached the gospel when they were in the army. People say the gospel itself is right. But their bringing out their own thoughts after that is because the Holy Spirit has not yet come upon their hearts and they have heard many things in the past. If they meet you in this church, and you bring them along, have them hear the word, and have personal fellowship with them, those people too can fully receive the remission of sins and be made fishers of men.

      What it means to be a disciple of Jesus is this: have you been called by Jesus, have you received the remission of sins through Jesus, and have you received the Holy Spirit as a gift through Jesus? Then anyone becomes a disciple of Jesus. Only, one must deny one’s own thoughts and the knowledge one has. What I want to say to you at this hour is that the thought, ‘I have not learned the things of the world, so even if I am established as a preacher, I cannot do it,’ is not true. If you do not know well, then do as I did: listen to the sermons, note them down, and preach just as you believe—that is a preacher. It is absolutely not the case that a preacher must know worldly learning. If a pastor talks of worldly learning, that is senseless. Delivering the word of God to those who come to church is the pastor’s job; if he delivers worldly learning and talks about playing the stock market, that is a big problem.

      You too are preachers, and you are even now living the life of a preacher. It is because you are doing the calyx of the gospel. The Old Testament Scriptures speak of the lampstand, and the lampstand speaks of the church. For the church to stand properly, the base must be laid well. You are laying that base well. It is a very admirable thing. You need not think, ‘I should learn something from the world.’ You can see it by looking at me, who went before you. My sermon notes are piled up this high, and in them I have written down nothing but Scripture verses. Jesus called such people, made them His own disciples, and preached the gospel to the whole world. It is exactly as the word says, that God has chosen the foolish things, the weak things, and the things which are not, of the world. I am now one man like Peter, and so are you.

      

      God has called us, made us His disciples, and called us to be fishers of men.Keep this in mind, and at all times do the supporting work, serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit; and in the days ahead, in the last era, when many people come in, you must go out and deliver the word of God. If we learn useless things—philosophy and whatnot—and use trickery, could Jesus use us? Jesus wants us to believe the Scriptures as they are and deliver them as they are. God has called people undyed by the world and made them believe in Jesus. That is God’s will and the method God wants. So I tell you that God has established you and me as God’s preachers.
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            WHEN THE SICK WERE BROUGHT TO JESUS, HE HEALED THEM

          

        

      

    

    
      < Matthew 4:23-25 >

      “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.”

      • THE FAME OF JESUS SPREAD FROM THE WORK HE ACTUALLY DID IN HEALING

      The text says that the fame of Jesus spread throughout all Syria. It was not that people invented and spread some marvelous story no one had ever seen. Jesus actually healed the sick, and those who saw it passed the news of the Lord on to others. It was not a rumor in which words ran ahead; what Jesus did came first, and the fame spread afterward.

      

      In the world there are many rumors that are plausible fabrications, not facts. As time passes they are exposed as false, and those who believed them are disappointed. But what Jesus did is not a made-up religious story. People brought all kinds of sick people to the Lord, and Jesus healed the sick before their eyes. There was no one He sent away, saying the disease was too deep to help, nor was it that He healed some diseases and could not heal others.

      Jesus was not a religious leader who was merely good with words. He was the Creator who made the human body, and the Son of God, who has the authority to rule over disease, demons, and death. Therefore the news about Jesus was not simply news that a great teacher had appeared. It was the news that the Messiah had come, who would save mankind lying under sin, the curse, and death.

      The gospel we believe today is also not a story someone made up to comfort hearts. Jesus Christ actually came to this earth, actually received baptism from John the Baptist and had the sin of the world passed on to Him, actually carried those sins and was judged on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying, and actually rose again from death. Salvation is not built on our imagination or feelings; it stands on the facts God accomplished within history.

      What are you believing? Are you believing a religious story that has become familiar from long hearing in church, or are you believing the word that Jesus actually dealt with all your sins? An experience that makes the heart burn can cool as time passes. But the history of salvation the Lord accomplished does not change according to human feelings. Faith is not holding on to one’s own moods, but accepting as fact what God has done.

      • PEOPLE DID NOT HIDE THE SICK BUT BROUGHT THEM TO JESUS

      

      What we should note in the text is the word that people brought the sick to Jesus. People did not pick out only the healthy and bring them before Jesus. They brought the sick and those afflicted with torments, the demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics. They did not put forward only those pleasing to people’s eyes; they brought to the Lord the people who could hardly live without help.

      In the Gospel of Mark, the event in which people brought a paralytic to Jesus is recorded in more detail. It says, “And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house. Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them. Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men. And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven you’” (Mark 2:1–5).

      They did not give up because there were so many people that they could not enter through the door. They broke open the roof and let the sick man’s bed down before Jesus. Jesus saw that faith, and He first proclaimed to the paralytic the remission of sins. People saw only the disease of the body, but the Lord knew that what that man needed most fundamentally was the remission of sins. Both the bringing of the sick in Matthew chapter 4 and the event of Mark chapter 2 show that we must bring to Jesus the problems man cannot solve.

      

      To bring a sick person, one must first acknowledge the fact that the person is sick. If we insist that a paralytic is healthy, he cannot receive healing. Hiding the disease inside the house out of shame does not cure it either. The person who hides where it hurts while going to the doctor cannot receive accurate help. It was when they acknowledged the fact of the sickness and brought him to Jesus just as he was that the Lord healed him.

      It is the same with the sin of the soul. To come before God, one must first acknowledge that he has sin. People hate for their sins to be exposed. If others do not know, they live as if they had no sin, and on the ground that they are a little better than others, they think themselves righteous. But though we can hide from people, we cannot hide from God. God knows all the sins we will commit with our hearts and deeds from birth to death.

      The Scripture says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). There is no exception here. It is not that only those who committed great sins become sinners before God while those who lived decently become righteous. By human standards we may compare the shapes and sizes of sins, but before the holy God, every person who has sin is one to be judged.

      Are you not leading your life of faith while hiding the sin in your heart? If with your lips you say you believe in Jesus while saying there is sin in your heart, you must know clearly how that sin was dealt with. To think vaguely, while having sin, that God will overlook it in love is not faith. Conversely, if you say you have no sin but the ground for it is your own good deeds and prayers of repentance, that too is false. We must confirm from the word how our sins were passed on to Jesus and where they were judged.

      • THOUGH THE FORMS OF THE DISEASES DIFFERED, THE ONE WHO HEALED WAS ONE

      

      In the text appear many kinds of sick people. Some had long been ill in body, some were bound in great torment, and some could not move their bodies at will. Their conditions and symptoms differed from one another. But people did not take them to different saviors. They brought them all to Jesus, and Jesus alone healed them.

      The forms of sin also appear differently in each person. Some are drawn by greed, some fall into lust, and some harbor hatred and anger. There are those who do great evil outwardly, and there are also those who look pious in appearance but in their hearts exalt their own righteousness and despise others. Religious pride, however respectable it looks in the eyes of the world, is a grave sin of not believing the word of God.

      The fruits of sin differ, but that does not make several ways of salvation. There is no separate savior needed by the lustful and another needed by the proud religionist. Nor are the learned and the unlearned saved by different gospels. The only One who can take upon Himself the sins of all people is Jesus Christ, who came without sin.

      Man makes his own style of remedy to fit his own disease. If he is greedy, he tries to offset his sins by giving a little; if he has lied, he tries to make up for it by saying many good words. He also thinks that if he is devoted to the church and gives offerings, his past sins will be covered. But good deeds cannot pass the sins already committed on to Jesus. A system in which a person pays off the price of his sins in installments by good deeds is not the way of salvation God has ordained.

      Some medicine may reduce the symptoms of one disease for a while, but it cannot wash away a person’s sins. Philosophy and education may polish behavior, but they cannot remove the root of sin rising up from the heart. Religious discipline may suppress the feeling of guilt for a moment, but it cannot erase the record of God’s judgment. So every sinner must abandon his own methods and come to the one Savior, Jesus Christ.

      

      • SINS WERE PASSED ON TO JESUS BY THE METHOD GOD ORDAINED

      Jesus, who healed the sick, did not pretend our sins away with a vague word either. Because God is just, He judges sin without fail. For a sinner to live, his sins had to be passed on to an unblemished sacrificial offering, and that offering had to shed its blood and die in the sinner’s place. God first showed this law of salvation through the sacrificial system of the Old Testament.

      The Scripture records what the high priest did on the Day of Atonement: “Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness” (Leviticus 16:21–22). The sins of the people did not just vanish; they were passed onto the head of the goat through the laying on of the high priest’s hands. The goat had to carry all the iniquities passed on to it and go to a land where no one lived. The passing on of sins and the bearing of sins are clearly joined together within the word.

      To complete this shadow of the Old Testament, Jesus came in the body of a man. Jesus was not a sinner who inherited Adam’s sin, but the sinless Son of God, who came by the Holy Spirit. And God first sent John the Baptist, the greatest of those born of women and the representative of mankind. When Jesus turned thirty, He received baptism from John the Baptist at the Jordan River. At that time all the sins of all the people of the world were passed on to Jesus’ body through the hands of John the Baptist.

      

      If the fact that our sins were passed on to Jesus with the baptism He received from John is left out, we cannot know why He died on the Cross. Since the wages of sin is death, One who has no sin has no reason to die because of sin. The Scripture says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Jesus received the judgment of the Cross not because of His own sins but because of our sins, which had been passed on to Him through the baptism.

      The Lord carried the sin of the world to Golgotha, was nailed through His hands and feet, poured out His blood, and breathed His last. That He proclaimed on the Cross that He had finished all the work of salvation and actually died was because He paid the price of sin in full, leaving nothing behind. On the third day, He rose from the tomb. Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and had the sins passed on to Him and took them upon Himself, received the punishment of those sins in our place on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying, and rose again from death, delivering us from sin and death.

      This complete salvation is the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Passing our sins on to Jesus is not something we produce anew now. When Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, He already received all the sins of all mankind passed on to Him once and for all. The judgment of the Cross is not repeated either. And the resurrection is not a metaphor for hope in the heart, but the event in which the Lord who died actually rose again. We receive the remission of sins by believing in our hearts this fact that God has completed.

      

      • THERE IS NO FAILURE IN THE STATEMENT THAT JESUS HEALED THEM

      When people brought the sick to Jesus, the text states definitively that Jesus healed them. It does not say that He tried to heal them but the results were uncertain. Nor does it say that they only seemed to get better for a while. Jesus healed them. The ground of the healing was not the sick person’s strength or merit, but the authority of Jesus.

      The remission of sins is just as definite. Jesus is not One who merely tried hard to save sinners. It is recorded, “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit” (John 19:30). Since the Lord has finished it all, there is no price of sin left for us to supplement. It is not that our tears or service must add something to the blood of Jesus for salvation to be completed.

      People think they can hardly be saved because they have committed many sins. But the authority of Jesus does not weaken because a disease is grave. That we have many sins is not evidence that the Lord failed to take them upon Himself; it is evidence that we absolutely need the Savior. Conversely, the person who thinks he has few sins cannot be saved by his own righteousness either. Just as one who insists his disease is small and refuses the doctor cannot be healed, so the person who does not acknowledge his sins will not believe the gospel.

      

      Again, some people look at the wrongs they have done after being saved and think they have become sinners again. But in the sin of the world that Jesus took upon Himself, the sins we would commit in the flesh after being saved are also included. The Lord’s salvation is greater than our memory; it is the salvation He accomplished knowing our whole lifetime. The Scripture says, “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10).

      Even the righteous who have received the remission of sins can be weak in the flesh and make mistakes. The word ‘righteous’ does not mean that one’s conduct is as perfect as God. It means that because Jesus removed all sins, one has obtained the standing of having no sin before God. When we do wrong, we must not hide it but acknowledge it before God and turn from it. But we must not deny the salvation the Lord has finished by judging that we have become sinners again.

      The Scripture testifies, “Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification” (Romans 4:23–25). The faith God counts as righteousness is not a vague religious sentiment. It is the faith that believes in Jesus, who was delivered up because of our offenses, and in the salvation of God, who raised Him from the dead.

      The risen Jesus shows us that our salvation has not failed. If, while believing in the Lord who rose again to justify us, we keep insisting that we are sinners, we are raising our own judgment above the verdict of God. The person who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, without boasting of his own conduct, boldly confesses according to the word of God that he is righteous.

      • WE MUST COME TO THE LORD, NOT STAND HOLDING OUR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS

      

      The most foolish thing for a sick person is to insist that he has no disease and refuse treatment. The most foolish thing for a sinner likewise is to refuse to acknowledge his sins and hold on to his own righteousness. The comparison that one is better than others is of no use at the judgment seat of God. God is not One who compares people with one another and admits the slightly better into heaven; He is One who receives the righteous, who have no sin.

      Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28–30). To come to the Lord does not mean only walking into the chapel. It is to abandon the thought of solving one’s sins by one’s own methods and to accept into one’s heart the salvation Jesus has accomplished. It is to lay down the toil of trying to pay off sin little by little and the heavy burden of becoming a sinner again every day, and to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      Why do our hearts find rest when we learn from the Lord? Because Jesus did not take away just a little of our sins and leave the rest to us; He took all the sins upon Himself and paid their price in full. The yoke of trying to remove sin by one’s own righteousness is heavy and endless, but the yoke of believing in the righteousness the Lord has completed is easy and light. This rest is not self-consolation that comes from ignoring sin; it is the rest that comes from the gospel—that sin has been completely dealt with according to the justice of God.

      

      Whatever sins you have committed in the past, you need not hide them. God already knew, and when Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, He received even those sins passed on to Him. Because of those sins He was judged on the Cross, shed His blood, died, and rose again. If there were some sin that could not be brought before the Lord, the word that He took the sin of the world upon Himself would not be true. But Jesus took the sin of the whole world upon Himself. The problem lies not in any lack in the Lord’s salvation, but in man’s not abandoning his own thoughts.

      This does not mean, however, that we may sin as much as we please. The remission of sins is not a license to enjoy sin, but the grace that delivers us from the power of sin and from condemnation and enables us to serve God. The saved do good not in order to receive the remission of sins, but out of thankfulness for the salvation already received. Service and dedication are not conditions for washing away sin, but the fruit of faith borne in the person who has come alive by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      A person strong in his own righteousness seems to ask Jesus for help, yet to the end he holds out his own merits along with it. He wants to say that the Lord saved him, but that he also did his share. But in salvation there is nothing for man to boast of. Just as it was Jesus who healed the sick, so it is Jesus who has made sinners righteous. We only believe what He has accomplished and give thanks.

      • GREAT MULTITUDES FROM MANY REGIONS FOLLOWED JESUS

      

      Verse 25 says that great multitudes followed Jesus from Galilee, from Decapolis, from Jerusalem, from Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. People did not come from only one region or one class. They came from Jerusalem, the center of religion; they came from Galilee and the regions mixed with many Gentile cultures; and they came from beyond the Jordan. The places differed, but the One they followed was the one Jesus.

      The gospel of the water and the Spirit likewise is not only for a particular nation or for especially good people. Since the sin Jesus took upon Himself is the sin of the world, whoever believes this gospel receives the remission of sins. The rich are not saved more easily, nor are the poor saved with more difficulty. The learned too must lay down their own wisdom before the word, and the unlearned too become the children of God when they believe the recorded gospel in their hearts.

      Nor must we turn the word that the multitudes followed Jesus into a condition of salvation. It was not that the Lord calculated their following Him as the price for healing their diseases. Looking at the order of the text, Jesus healed first, and the multitudes who heard the fame followed. Grace comes first, and following comes after. We also do not obtain salvation by diligently following the Lord; after we receive the remission of sins by believing in the salvation the Lord accomplished, we follow Him out of thankfulness.

      Are you still hiding your sins and trying to cure them yourself? Do you think that since you have led a religious life a long time, the sin of your heart will someday diminish? Sin does not disappear with the passing of time. Nor does the number of your prayers of repentance pass your sins on to Jesus. Now we must lay down our own methods and believe the salvation God has ordained.

      

      When people brought all the sick to Jesus, the Lord healed them. In the same way, the person who acknowledges his sins and his helplessness and believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit receives the remission of all sins. It is because Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist and had our sins passed on to Him, received the judgment of those sins in our place on the Cross, shedding His blood and dying, and rose again from death. The person who believes this fact in his heart is no longer a sinner before God but a righteous person without sin.

      Do not call the soul that the Lord has already healed completely a sick one again. Acknowledge honestly the weakness of the flesh, but believe the verdict of God. The saved righteous live not by their own deeds but by the righteousness of Jesus Christ. And they follow the Lord, thanking Him for His grace in healing them.

      It is written, “Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed’” (John 8:34–36). A person cannot dwell in the house of God forever with sin still on him.But since the Son of God has removed all his sins with the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the one who believes becomes free indeed. This freedom is not license, as if it did not matter whether we sin; it is the freedom of being released from the slavery of sin and condemnation and living as the righteous children of God.
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      Our The New Life Mission is distributing Pastor Paul C. Jong’s spiritual books in ‘printed book’ form through coworkers who have been born again by water and the Spirit.

      

      If you wish to possess printed books to build up spiritual nourishment, or if you sincerely wish to participate in our gospel spreading ministry, please apply by writing your reason, name, contact information, and address to the email address below.

      

      If there is a coworker officially certified by our mission in your area, we will deliver the free books you have requested.

      

      Would you like to join us in our mission of bringing the word of truth to more people around the world? If so, we would greatly appreciate it if you could link to our website on your blog, social media, website, etc. 

      ►www.bjnewlife.org

      

      Please help us spread the true gospel of Jesus Christ through our books so that more people can be born again of the water and the Spirit. We would also be grateful if you could introduce our website and books to many people and invite them to visit.
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        Contact: John Shin, General Secretary

        E-mail: newlife@bjnewlife.org
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      In preparation for rapidly advancing AI, rapidly changing world affairs, and environmental changes, we strongly recommend downloading and storing God’s true sermon messages to your personal storage devices.

      

      Please prepare in advance by saving e-books and audiobooks to your external hard drives, USB drives, CDs, mobile phones, or MP3 players, so you can read and listen to them from your personal storage during the last days.

      

      We pray that you will live a victorious life through God’s blessings in these last days within the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      “The New Life Mission’s sermon series and audiobooks are available worldwide in multiple languages, offering both paid books and free e-books.”

      

      www.bjnewlife.org

      
        
        Sincerely,

        The New Life Mission
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      Currently, Pastor Paul C. Jong leads ‘The New Life Mission’, where he and his fellow workers are spreading the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

      

      Although he believed in the crucified Jesus, he suffered for a long time because his problem of sin remained unresolved. In the midst of this agony, he came to believe that Jesus took upon Himself the sins of the world through His baptism by John the Baptist, and subsequently bore the judgment in our place on the cross.

      

      For the past 40 years since then, he has been preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit to those who only believe in the cross, documenting his actual sermons in writing. The compilation of these manuscripts has given rise to today’s ‘Biblical Exposition Series from the Perspective of the Gospel of the Water and the Spirit.’

      

      His works, comprising an ongoing 90-volume series, have been translated into more than 110 languages and are read in over 160 countries. E-books and audiobooks are available for free at www.bjnewlife.org, while physical books can be purchased on Amazon.
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